
Physician scope of practice: 
unlimited in the public health code 

 
Associate Degree in Nursing – 2 yrs 

NP scope of practice* defined by their education, training and experience 

  HOW NURSE PRACTITIONER (NP) SCOPE OF PRACTICE DIFFERS FROM PHYSICIANS  
 

 

 

Adult 

Primary Care 

Pediatric 

Primary Care 
Women’s Health 

 

 

NP* Doctorate 

 

~4 yrs.Bachelor of 

science in nursing 

 
~4 yrs. Doctorate of 

Nursing Practice 

 

NP* Doctorate 

 

~4 yrs.Bachelor of 

science in nursing 

 
~4 yrs. Doctorate of 

Nursing Practice 

 

NP* Doctorate 

 

~4 yrs.Bachelor of 

science in nursing 

 
~4 yrs. Doctorate of 

Nursing Practice 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Master’s level NP* 

 

~4 yr. Bachelor of 

Science in Nursing 

 
~2 yr. Master of 

Science in Nursing 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Master’s level NP* 

 

~4 yr. Bachelor of 

Science in Nursing 

 
~2 yr. Master of 

Science in Nursing 

 

 
 

 

 

Master’s level NP* 

 

~4 yr. Bachelor of 

Science in Nursing 

 
~2 yr. Master of 

Science in Nursing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registered Nurse: Bachelors of Science Degree in Nursing – 4 yrs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Categories of health care are examples; there are many more areas of practice 

Graduate Medical 

Education 

 

~3 yrs. Clinical 
residency 

Medical School 

 

~4 years medical 
school 

Undergrad 

 

~4 year Bachelor 
Degree in any major 

FAMILY PHYSICIAN 


