
SAMPLE LETTER TO LEGISLATOR

Message LINE: Please Oppose HB 1525 & 1254-Board of Medicine Regulation of APRNs

Dear Representative _______________________,

I am writing to ask you to oppose HB 1525 and HB 1254, which would authorize the Arkansas Board of 
Medicine to regulate the practice of Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs). Since 1971, the 
Arkansas State Board of Nursing has regulated APRN education, licensing, and practice of these health 
care providers. This regulation includes the establishment of entry conditions for practice which requires 
demonstration of competence based on level of education and training. All APRNs are educated and 
licensed as Registered Nurses (RNs) prior to the graduate and post-graduate education and training 
necessary for licensure and certification as APRNs under the rules and regulations of the Nurse Practice 
Act.

The rationale for asking you to oppose this bill rests primarily in the fact that nursing and medicine are 
two distinctly different disciplines which share some overlapping areas of practice. Physicians do not 
have the specific expertise to assess nursing education and training programs or to assess the required 
competencies expected by the State Board of Nursing and the certification bodies for APRNs licensure 
and certification. Additionally, dual regulatory oversight is duplicative, wasteful, and confusing for 
healthcare consumers and practitioners. 

An inherent conflict of interest exists when a board makes decisions about another profession that 
benefits their members' professions. Findings and applications from U.S. Supreme Court, North Carolina 
State Board of Dental Examiners vs. Federal Trade Commission (574 U.S. 2015) support that decisions 
made by physician providers as members of a board of medicine that impact APRNs may be seen as 
anticompetitive and can result in antitrust inquiries and support legal action similar to the NC Dental 
case. Accordingly, physician supervision requirements may raise competition concerns because they 
effectively give one group of health care professionals the ability to restrict access to the market by 
another, potentially competing group of health care professionals. 

Again, I am asking you to oppose HB 1525 and HB 1254 and to support the Arkansas State Board of 
Nursing as the regulatory body for the discipline of nursing.

Respectfully Yours,

(Your Name, Credentials, and Address)


