
Medical Marijuana 101
for Healthcare Practitioners

A guide to medical marijuana laws and rules, qualifying conditions, 
authorizing, and accessing the medical marijuana database



Department of Health Goals

• Ensure patients have access to higher quality 
products to meet their medical needs.

• Assist healthcare practitioners in 
understanding the law and providing 
guidelines when it comes to authorizing the 
use of marijuana for medical purposes.

• Educate the public on the laws and rules 
related to medical marijuana.



Marijuana laws and rules in Washington State 



First Came “Medical”

• Approved by voters - I-692 passed in 1998

• Key dates:
2007 – Definition of sixty-day supply
2009 – Change in federal government’s enforcement policy
2010 – Increased who could authorize marijuana for 

medical use
2011 – Seattle enforcement policy changed 
2011 – SB 5073 passes but is partially vetoed by Governor 

Gregoire limitations to the law.



Then Came “Recreational”

• Approved by voter I-502 in 2012
– Allows adults age 21 and older to possess up to one ounce of 

marijuana obtained from a state licensed system of private 
producers, processers and retail stores.

• Hallmarks of the legal marijuana market:
– Regulation and enforcement

– Seed to sale tracking

– Testing and labeling requirements

– Serving size limits

– Product restrictions

– Taxation

• Cole Memo outlines regulatory expectations



No More of These…

100 times the 
current legal limit



And Finally … Alignment

• 2015 Cannabis Patient Protection Act (SB 5052), 
codified into RCW 69.51A:
– Regulation of the medical use of marijuana
– Specific requirements for patients under the age of 18
– A single system of licensed production, processing and 

retail sales by July 1, 2016
– Consistent testing, labeling and product standards



Why Still Have Medical?

• Patients and designated providers entered into the 
new voluntary authorization database can:

– Purchase three times the statutory limits from 
retail stores.

– Purchase high THC products.
– Make purchases exempt from state and local sales tax.
– Grow plants in their home or a cooperative.
– Possess increased amounts of marijuana from 

their plants.
– Have protection from arrest and prosecution.



DOH Requirements

• The law required the Department of Health to:
– Create standard authorization form (Dated June 2015)
– Write rules for compliant product, database, and  medical 

marijuana certified consultant 
– Research and report on specialty clinics, cost of database, and 

scheduling options
– Develop voluntary continuing education for authorizing 

professions
– Establish 30+ reporting mechanism to end June 30, 2016



• Enhanced standards for:
– Additional quality assurance testing

• Pesticide screening
• Heavy metal screening
• Mycotoxins

– Labeling
– Safe handling
– Employee training

• Strict packaging requirements.
• Compliant products can use a logo designed by the 

department.

Compliant Product Rules



• General Use
Any marijuana product approved by WSLCB and 
meeting the requirements of this chapter, 
including edibles. 

• High THC
A marijuana product meeting the requirements 
of this chapter containing more than ten but no 
more than fifty milligrams of THC per serving or 
application (capsules, tinctures, transdermal 
patches, suppositories). 

Product Categories



• High CBD
Any marijuana product, except usable 
marijuana or other plant material intended 
for smoking, approved by the WSLCB, 
including edibles, meeting the requirements 
of this chapter and containing the following ratios:

o Marijuana extracts containing not more than 2% THC concentration and 
at least 25 times more CBD concentration by weight.

o Marijuana-infused edible products containing not more than 2 milligrams 
of active THC and at least 5 times more CBD per serving by weight for 
solids or volume for liquids.

o Marijuana-infused topical products containing at least 5 times more CBD 
concentration than THC concentration.

Note: Products not meeting ratios for “High CBD” may be 
considered for “General Use.”

Product Categories continued



Practitioner Continuing Education

• The law requires that continuing education be 
available for authorizing healthcare practitioners:

– In January 2016 a workgroup was formed involving the two 
boards and two commissions who license authorizers to 
work collaboratively.

– The goal is to provide continuing education based on the 
authorization practice guidelines already created by these 
boards and commissions.

– A vendor has been selected and we are writing the 
contract now.



Use of marijuana for medicinal purposes



Authorizing Healthcare Practitioners

Only the following providers may authorize marijuana:
• Medical doctor (MD) – licensed under chapter 18.71 RCW

• Physician assistant (PA) – licensed under chapter 18.71A RCW

• Osteopathic physician (DO) – licensed under chapter 18.57 RCW

• Osteopathic physician assistant (DOA) – licensed under chapter 18.57A RCW

• Naturopathic physician – licensed under chapter 18.36A RCW

• Advanced registered nurse practitioner (ARNP) – licensed under chapter 
18.79 RCW

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.71
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.71A
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.57
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.57A
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.36A
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.79


Qualifying Conditions
• Cancer, human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), multiple sclerosis, epilepsy or 

other seizure disorder, or spasticity disorders.
• Glaucoma, either acute or chronic, limited for the purpose of this chapter 

to mean increased intraocular pressure unrelieved by standard treatments 
and medications.

• Crohn's disease with debilitating symptoms unrelieved by standard 
treatments or medications.

• Hepatitis C with debilitating nausea or intractable pain unrelieved by 
standard treatments or medications.

• Chronic renal failure requiring hemodialysis.
• Posttraumatic stress disorder.
• Traumatic brain injury.
• Intractable pain, limited for the purpose of this chapter to mean pain 

unrelieved by standard medical treatments and medications.
• Diseases, including anorexia, which result in nausea, vomiting, wasting, 

appetite loss, cramping, seizures, muscle spasms, or spasticity, when these 
symptoms are unrelieved by standard treatments or medications.



Standard Authorization Form



Tamper Resistant Paper

• Form must be printed on tamper resistant paper:
- Contains one industry-recognized feature from each 

of these: 
1. unauthorized copying 
2. unauthorized modification 
3. counterfeit form

- Can be purchased from the 
same vendor that you get 
other prescription pads.

- New form and paper 
coming soon.



Completing the Form
• Verify patient’s identity (and their designated provider, if applicable) to 

ensure they are a resident of Washington State.
• Use full name and physical address.
• The patient and designated provider, if any, must each obtain an individual 

authorization from the authorizing healthcare professional. It's not sufficient 
for the designated provider to possess a copy of the patient's authorization. 

• The designated provider must sign the form under the attestation on page 2.

Do not use initials

Do not use P.O. Box



Healthcare Practitioner Information
• Healthcare practitioner must have active license number from the state of 

Washington. A patient cannot be registered in the database if the system 
cannot find the number listed. 

• The healthcare practitioner may keep a copy of the two-page form 
in the patient's medical record. 

• Must have valid phone number for verification calls from a medically 
endorsed marijuana store.



Healthcare Practitioner Attestation
• Must mark the qualifying condition(s).
• The healthcare practitioner must sign and date the first page. 
• Authorizations expire after 1 year for adult patients and 6 months 

for patients under 18 years.



Recommending Additional Plants

• Some patients may require more than the presumptive 
number of plants by law:

– Can grow 4 plants with just authorization form
– Can grow 6 plants with recognition card

• The healthcare practitioner may authorize up to 15 plants
– Must write number in blank space
– Must sign the form again



Patient/Designated Provider Attestation
• Must give both the patient and their designated provider their own form 

on the tamper resistant paper.

• The patient will sign 
and KEEP their copy 
and the designated 
provider will sign and 
KEEP their copy.

• They must present 
both pages to the 
certified consultant at 
the medically endorsed 
marijuana store in 
order to be entered 
into the medical 
marijuana database.



Recognition card benefits



Benefits of Recognition Card
Cardholder Patient Non-Cardholder Patient

• May purchase 3 times the 
recreational limits

• May possess 6-15 plants if 
authorized

• May purchase high-THC 
products, when available

• Purchases at endorsed stores 
are not subject to sales tax

• Arrest protection
• May participate in 

a cooperative

• Restricted to purchasing 
the recreational limits

• May only possess 4 plants
• May not purchase high-THC 

products
• Purchases at retail stores 

are subject to sales tax
• Affirmative defense only
• May not participate in 

a cooperative



Maximum Possession Amounts
Cardholder Patient Recreational User

• Usable Marijuana
3 ounces

• Solid Infusion
48 ounces

• Liquid Infusion
216 ounces

• Concentrates
21 grams

• Usable Marijuana
1 ounces 

• Solid Infusion
16 ounces

• Liquid Infusion
72 ounces

• Concentrates 
7 grams



• The certified consultant is not a medical provider, and 
can only do the following:
– Enter the patient and designated providers information 

from the authorization form into the database
– Assist with product selection 
– Describe risks and benefits of administration methods 
– Advise on safe handling and storage of products 
– Provide instruction on proper use

• Services NOT Allowed:
– Diagnose any conditions
– Recommend modification or elimination of any treatment 

not involving medical use of marijuana

Certified Medical Marijuana Consultant



Recognition Card Creation Process



Recognition Card



Back of Card – Standard Language



Steps for healthcare practitioners



Practitioner Access to Database

• Healthcare practitioners allowed to authorize the use 
of marijuana for medicinal purposes.

• Practitioners authorized to prescribe or dispense 
controlled substances that are licensed in the 
state of Washington.



Steps to Access Database

1. Create personal Secure Access Washington (SAW) Account.
2. Add a new secure service.
3. Access the Medical Marijuana Authorization System – this 

will transfer you to the database system on AirLift.
4. Accept terms of service.
5. Verify your healthcare practitioner credentials.

– Enter your valid DEA or DOH license number.
– Follow the prompts to complete process; this will complete 

the registration.
6. See your authorized patients or search by patient name and 

date of birth.



Step 1: SAW Account
To have access to the medical marijuana database system, you must first create your 
personal account in Secure Access Washington (SAW) at http://secure.access.wa.gov.

http://secure.access.wa.gov/


Step 2. Add Secure Service

Select My Secure Services tab, then select Add a New Service. 

Enter the service code MMJAS and select Apply.







Step 3: Access System
Choose the Medical Marijuana Authorization System to be transferred to database.

Note: After you are setup in the system, you must use your Secure Access Washington 
account each time to access the database.



Step 4: Accept Terms of Service



Step 5: Verify Credentials 
Your first and last name will transfer in and then you will need to complete all boxes 
with a red * by it. Select SAVE. Note: You are not required to enter a DEA number.



Registration Confirmation



Step 6: View Patients
Healthcare practitioners who are allowed to authorize will see a list of their authorized 
patients who have chosen to be entered into the database.



Search Authorizations
Healthcare practitioners who enter their DEA number will also have the option to 
search all authorizations in the database by name and date of birth.



How to Search
To search for patients within the database, enter the patients first and last name and 
their date of birth and select Search.



View Patient Authorization
To view a patient’s authorization, select the first box under the Action column.





View Patient Recognition Card
To view the patient’s card, select the second box under the Action column.





Revoke Authorization
To revoke your patient’s authorization, select the Revoke Authorization box under the 
Action column. You will want to notify the patient that they have been revoked.



Revoke Authorization
Select Yes to complete the transaction. Note: If a patient has a designated provider, that 
person will also be revoked within the system.



Prescriber or Dispenser
Prescribers who enter their DEA number or pharmacists that have a valid license from 
the Washington State Department of Health may search all authorizations in the 
database by name and date of birth.



Prescribers and dispensers will have all access to view patient authorizations and cards 
just as an authorizing healthcare practitioner does. However, prescribers and 
dispensers will not have the option of revoking authorizations.



888-241-7597
SUPPORT.SECUREACCESS.WA.GOV

SAW Support



AIRLIFT (Database) Support

877-303-3869
Twitter: @AIRLIFTSupport

AIRLIFT.SUPPORT



360-236-4819
MedicalMarijuana@doh.wa.gov

www.doh.wa.gov/medicalmarijuana

Department of Health Support
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