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Mission Statement 
The mission of the Ida V. Moffett School of Nursing is to provide quality nursing education in a 
Christian environment that prepares competent and compassionate graduates with a 
commitment to service, scholarship, and life-long learning and to practice at the baccalaureate, 
masters, and doctoral level in complex healthcare settings. 

 
History 

The Ida V. Moffett School of Nursing was founded as a hospital diploma program in 
1922. In 1955, it was the first program in the state of Alabama accredited by the National 
League for Nursing. The program transferred to Samford University in 1973 following a merger 
agreement with Baptist Medical Centers to offer associate and baccalaureate degrees. In 1988, 
the school moved into new facilities on the Samford campus. In 1995, the school began a 
master of science in nursing degree program. The associate of science in nursing degree 
program closed in 2000. Currently, the IVMSON offers programs that meet the requirements for 
the Bachelor of Science in nursing degree, the Master of Science in nursing degree, and the 
Doctor of nursing practice degree. 
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Dr. Howell began her service as Dean of the Ida V. Moffett 
School of Nursing in July 2014. Howell served as dean of 
Creighton University's College of Nursing in Omaha, 
Nebraska for 11 years prior to joining the Samford family. 
"I'm honored to serve as dean of Samford University's Ida 
V. Moffett School of Nursing, and excited to return to 
Birmingham," said Howell. "The quality and achievements 
of the faculty, staff, and alumni, as well as their engagement 
in interprofessional education, make this move a wonderful 
opportunity. The preparation of exceptional professional 
and advanced practice nurses, and the outstanding service 
to populations at home and abroad have positioned the 
School to lead in mission-relevant scholarship and to 
collaborate on practice and education initiatives as part of 
the team in the College of Health Sciences." 
 
Eleanor V. Howell, PhD, RN 
Ralph W. Beeson Dean and Professor 


