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19th Annual G.A.P.N.A. Great Lakes Chapter Conference
"Advancing Excellence in Geriatric Care"
Friday November 6th & Saturday November 7th, 2026

Friday, November 6, 2026 – Mackinac Room
(GAPNA Member Appreciation Evening of Learning & Leadership)
5.30 - 6:00 pm    Registration (Buffet open)
6.10 – 6:50 pm   Dinner Product Theatre 
                              Medtronic Spinal Cord Stimulation: 
                              Advancing the Treatment of Chronic Pain
                              Dr. Rachel Abouzaid, MD
7.00 - 8:00 pm    Empowering Nurse Practitioners Through AI: Practical 
                              Applications of ChatGPT and Emerging Tools in Clinical Practice    
                              Justin Hooks, DNP FNP-BC AAHIVS HIV PCP
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Saturday, November 7, 2026 – Ballroom B/C/D
6.30 - 7.00 am     Registration (Breakfast buffet 6:45-8:15 am) Sponsored by WSU GWEP

7:15 – 7:45 am    A.G.R.E.E.D. GWEP Update
                            Cynthera McNeil DNP, APRN, AGPCNP-C, FAANP
7:45 - 8:15 am     EXHIBITOR HALL (30 minutes)
8:15 - 8:30 am     Welcome – Cynthera McNeil DNP, APRN, AGPCNP-C, FAANP (chair)
8:30 - 9:30 am    The Right Tool for the Right Moment:  Clinical Calculators and 
                            Decision Aids That Elevate Geriatric Care – Rx 
                            Michelle Moccia DNP, ANP-BC,GS-C; Stephanie Walz AGPCNP-BC
9:30 - 10:30 am   Infectious Complications in the Older Adult: Prevention & Treatment Rx  
                            Kaliyani Moova, MD
10:30 -11:00 am   EXHIBITOR HALL (30 minutes) 
11:00 – 12:00n     Methadone, Buprenorphine and Prescribing: Oh My! Rx 
                             Marissa Niemeyer AGPCNP-C, MSN
12:00 - 12:30 pm   EXHIBITOR HALL (30 minutes) 
12:30 - 1:15 pm     Lunch (Plated) Product Theatre 
                              TD in LTC: Understanding Its Impact and an Effective Treatment Option
                              Tyler Morris, PMHNP
1:15 - 2:15 pm       Beyond the Default: Discussing CPR and the DNAR Order in 
                              Older Adults - Dr. Joseph Dixon                                                                                                     
2:15 - 2:25            Break 

2:25 – 3:25 pm      Polypharmacy and Psychotropics:  Deprescribing, Drug 
                              Interactions, and Cognitive Impact on Aging Rx –
                              Umeika Stephens DNP, PMHNP-BC, FNP-BC, FAANP

3:25 – 4:25 pm      Beyond Opioids: Evidence-Based Approaches to Non-Opioid 
                              Pain Management in Older Adults Rx 
                              Iryna Wolberg – DNP, AGPCNP-BC, RN
4:25 - 4:40 pm       Wrap up, APRN Student Raffle Drawing*, Awards 

*Support Future APRNs—Win Big While Giving Back!  Each year, we host a community raffle featuring gift baskets, local goods, and generous gift cards donated by our favorite businesses. By purchasing a ticket, you’re not just entering for a chance to win—you’re investing in the future of geriatric care.  💙 All proceeds benefit the Advanced Practice Nursing Student Scholarship, awarded to passionate nursing students dedicated to improving the lives of older adults.  Whether you’re in it for the prizes or the purpose, your ticket makes a difference”.  
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