
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
Hosted by the Harris County Department of Education, 6300 Irvington Blvd., Houston, TX 77022

Monday, April 8, 2013  (7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.)

8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.Clues for the Pediatrician to Recognize Physical Abuse
Marcella Donaruma-Kwoh, M.D., FAAP, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Baylor College of Medicine

This presentation will enable attendees to: recognize findings on physical exams suspicious for abusive and sexual injury, identify mechanisms of injury in the 
appropriate developmental context, and understand the process for reporting suspected child abuse or neglect to authorities.

9:45 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.Pediatric Abuse Cases in a Medical Examiner Setting
Albert Chu, M.D., Assistant Medical Examiner, Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences

This presentation will provide case examples of inflicted injuries overlooked by pediatricians during office visits and the subsequent deaths of the children. The 
purpose of this presentation will be to demonstrate the importance of early recognition of non-accidental injury to a child. 

10:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.Child Protective Services Involvement in Child Fatality Investigations
Willis Corbin, Special Investigator Program Director, Child Protective Services
Amy Odin, Investigative Supervisor for Child Fatality Unit, Child Protective Services

This presentation will focus on the various roles of CPS Special Investigators in child fatality cases including: specific duties, statewide reporting and system 
navigation, CPS case assignment protocol, autopsy attendance, conducting forensic interviews in the field, collaboration with law enforcement, and the role of 
Fatality Unit Workers.  Also discussed will be what to do/what is needed when CPS personnel contact pediatricians as collaterals and the CPS legal case. 

1:15 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.Emma Thompson: Missed Signs
Colleen Barnett, J.D., Assistant District Attorney, formerly with the Harris County Office of District Attorney
Tina Ansari, J.D., Assistant District Attorney, Harris County Office of District Attorney

This presentation will discuss the case of 4-year-old Emma Thompson who was sexually abused by her mother's boyfriend and subsequently died from inflicted 
injuries. Presenters will discuss the roadblocks encountered by investigators attempting to assemble a case against the child's mother and the mother's 
boyfriend.   

2:15 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.The Charging Decision
Tammy Thomas, J.D., Chief Prosecutor, Harris County Office of District Attorney – Crimes Against Children Division

This presentation will discuss child death investigations from the prosecutor’s perspective. Presented will be the steps that law enforcement agents take to 
complete their investigation, including submitting findings to the District Attorney’s Office for possible charges or a written declination of charges. In addition, the 
various factors for a charging decision will be discussed. These include medical expert opinion, law enforcement investigation and the Texas Penal Code.



3:00 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.P.R.I.M.E.  T.I.M.E. Interviewing
Brian Harris, Sergeant, Houston Police Department – Homicide Division

This presentation will provide a brief overview of interviewing techniques developed and used by the Houston Police Department, which are effective in child 
injury/fatality case investigations. The presentation will be interactive and use current video clips of child death investigations.

3:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.Nicky
Mark Condon, Senior Police Officer, Houston Police Department – Homicide Division
Richard Rodriguez, Sergeant, Houston Police Department – Homicide Division

This presentation will discuss the interview strategy used by Houston Police Department officers in the case of an 18-month-old female who suffered neglect 
and fatal physical abuse by her family. The purpose of this presentation will be to illustrate how effective interviewing skills can help law enforcement extract 
information from a family that can help solve and prosecute a crime.

Tuesday, April 9, 2013  (8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.)

9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.Demystifying the Medical Literature
Christopher Greeley, M.D., FAAP, Associate Professor of Pediatrics, University of Texas Health Science Center, Houston

This presentation will focus on the systematic understanding of scientific journals and their articles as well as demonstrate flaws and fallacies in interpreting 
these articles. Attendees will be presented with examples of high quality interpretation of scientific literature.

10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.Establishing What Constitutes Scientific Evidence.
Charles Green, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Pediatrics, University of Texas Health Science Center, Houston

This presentation will discuss the definition and conceptual meaning of statistical approaches for gauging the strength of scientific evidence. The history of p-values 
and the development of their role in scientific inference is one aspect of this story, while the use of Bayesian statistics offers another perspective for inference and 
uncertainty. Discussion of the use of both approaches will provide attendees with a conceptual grasp of the types of questions these approaches answer.

1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.A Daubert Analysis of Abusive Head Trauma/Shaken Baby Syndrome
Sandeep Narang, M.D., J.D., FAAP, Associate Professor of Pediatrics, University of Texas Health Science Center, San Antonio

This presentation will identify the current ‘controversy’ surrounding Abusive Head Trauma (AHT)/Shaken Baby Syndrome (SBS); discuss the legal history of 
admissibility of expert testimony in the US—pre-Frye, Frye, and the Trilogy; review the medicolegal problems/issues that have arisen since Daubert; examine 
AHT/SBS with Daubert scrutiny; expound upon the proper role of medical experts in AHT/SBS cases; and offer some solutions to remedy the legal issues 
surrounding Daubert and AHT/SBS.

2:45 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.Why is the Autopsy Report Taking So Long?
Dwayne Wolf, M.D., Ph.D., Deputy Chief Medical Examiner, Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences

This presentation will deconstruct the medical examiner’s approach to the analysis of infant/child deaths, especially in cases of inflicted injury. This discussion 
will include the gross examination (external and internal), rationale for various ancillary studies (such as anthropology, neuropathology, toxicology, histology, 
etc.) and the synthesis of these various components. The goal of the presentation will be to demonstrate the importance of a multi-disciplinary approach to child 
abuse investigation and thorough medicolegal investigations.

Funded by the Children’s Justice Act Program – Texas Center for the Judiciary
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