
Informed Consent 

California State University, San Bernardino, California 
________________________________________________________________________ 

You are invited to participate in a research study conducted by Drs. Janet DuBois (South 
University), and Roger Green (California State University).   

Title of Study: Independent Practice: The Final Frontier. 

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to describe characteristics and barriers of nurse 
practitioners involved in independent practice.  

Description: This study will be conducted via an online survey consisting of 30 
questions on the characteristics of nurse practitioners in independent practice and 
possible barriers they have encountered and eight questions involving demographic 
information (total of 38 questions). There are two organizations that have agreed to allow 
us to survey their members: American Academy of Nurse Practitioners (AANP) and the 
Association of Nurse Practitioners in Business (ANPB). AANP has agreed to provide us 
with a mailing list (for a nominal fee) of their member nurse practitioners that have 
indicated they are in independence practice. The ANPB has agreed to allow us to email 
their members and post an announcement and link to the survey on their website. All 
participants will be directed to the electronic consent form. Once you, the participant, 
accepts the consent form electronically, you will be directed to the 38 question survey. 
The survey can be completed in approximately 15-20 minutes but participants may take 
as long as they want to complete the survey.  

Confidentiality or anonymity: You were invited to participate in this study because you 
have indicated that you practice as a nurse practitioner in an independent practice setting. 
All participants will be instructed to sign on anonymously to the secure survey site to 
access the questionnaire. No identifying data will be collected from you or any 
participant. All data will be stored in a password protected computer for a minimum of 3 
years. No printed copies of the questionnaires will be kept or stored. All data will be 
analyzed electronically and stored electronically. Any paper documents used to collect, 
analyze or disseminate the data will be converted to electronic documents and stored on a 
password protected computer. 

Duration: The study will last approximately 3 months.  

Risk: There are no anticipated risks associated with participating in this research study.  
There are also no costs to you to participate in this survey/study.  

Benefits:  By taking part in this study, you may benefit indirectly through increasing the 
knowledge of other nurse practitioners and interested parties of the characteristics of 
nurse practitioners in independent practice and barriers to independent practice. We 
cannot guarantee that you personally will receive any benefits from this research.   



Contact:  If you have any questions about the study, please feel free to contact Dr. Janet 
DuBois at 941-302-6001, 3110 45th Way East, Bradenton, FL 34203 or at 
janetdfnp@gmail.com.   If you have questions regarding your rights as a research subject, 
please contact the Institutional Review Board, California State University, San 
Bernardino, 909-537-7588 Fax: 909-537-7028. You will be able to print a copy of this 
form to keep. 

Results: The results from the analysis of the survey data will be disseminated in various 
forms: through an announcement on the ANPB website and via public presentations and 
publication in selected nursing journals.  

Consent to Take Part in this Research Study: 
By participating in this study I agree that: 
 
1. I have fully read this informed consent form describing this research project. 
2. I am being asked to participate in research. I understand the risks and benefits and I  
   freely give my consent to participate in the research project outlined in this form, under  
   the conditions indicated in it. I understand that I am free to discontinue participation at  
   any time without any penalty and I am not waiving any legal claims. 
3. I agree to participate in this study and have been given access to an electronically  
   signed copy of this informed consent form, which is mine to keep. 


