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Area nurse practitioners welcome State Legislators

The Macon County Advanced Practice Network welcomed Senator Mae Beavers and Representative Kelly Keisling to Macon County Jan 7th for a clinic tour and dinner meeting. The Legislators met with providers and staff at the Macon County Health Department and Primary Healthcare Group, then toured each facility. Nurse practitioner Lenore Wix, Upper Cumberland Region Director Michael Railling, and Legislative Liaison Jeremy Davis hosted the visitors at the Health Department. Priscilla Hale and Chaundel Presley welcomed them to Primary Healthcare Group. In addition, clinic staff from both facilities answered questions by the visitors during their tours.

While visiting each facility, the Legislators learned about the challenges and rewards of delivering primary care to the residents of Macon County, and how nurse practitioners are playing a vital role in this process. The Legislators were very interested in how the upcoming changes to the nation’s healthcare system through the Affordable Care Act would affect the healthcare in this rural area.
 
Following the clinic visits, the guests attended a dinner meeting with nine nurse practitioners at the Armour’s Hotel in Red Boiling Springs. Janice York gave a report of healthcare services available at the Hope Family Health clinic in western Macon County. Challenges to delivering quality care were discussed with the guests in an informal question and answer format, which included topics such as caring for the uninsured and underinsured and the statewide prescription drug abuse problem.

Chaundel Presley of the Macon County Advanced Practice Network reported that the purpose of the visit was to allow the Legislators an inside look into primary care as delivered in their district. In turn, they will better be able to make informed decisions during the upcoming legislative session in Nashville concerning issues relating to primary care and advanced practice nursing. In addition, the group hopes that the Legislators will consult the area’s nurse practitioners in the future concerning issues of public health and primary care here in Macon County.

The Macon County Advanced Practice Network is a group of Nurse Practitioners that live and work in Macon County who meet together regularly in an effort to support professional collaboration, clinical excellence, and community focused care. If you are interested in learning more about the role of nurse practitioners in primary care, you may visit the American Association of Nurse Practitioner’s website at www.aanp.org. 
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