[image: ]
NPARI Governance Affairs Committee minutes
Date: April 8th 2025
Location: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87190305089?pwd=qarxivoL7kPlb09E7uhgM8rDa5ndOy.1
Time: 7:00  pm
Google Drive Docs: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/142pedxWsIWWetttwBsRBdqJF2FFG84SF?usp=share_link

1. Welcome and Introductions:

Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm
Brief introductions of all committee members:
· Attendance: Desirae Heys, Ashley Wright, Jen Bernache, Anne Neuville, Leann Burke, Maricelys Almonte.
· Cassandra Turano-URI FMP student, Kristen Hylan assistant director at providence community health center, J Strollo FMP student at URI, Sara Holt FMP Student at URI, Nina Carnavale FMP student at URI. Cynthia Dutt, Devin.  
2. Organizational Priorities and Roles
	Motion to approve February and March minutes: Anne Neuville, second by Ashley Wright
3. AANP Health Policy Conference: Olajamoke, Anne, Denise, Desirae
4. Committee Roles:
· Fundraising for PAC: (Ashley W. & Jen B)
· Donna - PAC treasure and PAC expert those responsibilities will be transferred to the board treasurer. 
· Statehouse Coordination (Denise C. 
· Legislative Bill Monitoring Team (Anne N & Desirae Heys)
· Membership and Communication Lead: Who is willing to bring updates to the general membership by posting our updates to the NPARI site as needed.
· Additional Roles: Discuss other interests and responsibilities as needed.

· Fundraising Event Lead for PAC: (Ashley W. & Jen B)
· Event Summary Raised $2101 minus the cost of food 
                  - First event was a success.
                  -Second event: the timeline options are the end of May early week of June 
                  -during nurse’s week donna and Denise will be on the house and senate side. 
                  - Ashley suggested brewery, water place, Jackie water fire, mare rooftop- will                   reach out to reach out if they will donate it a place. 
                 -Ashley will reach out to obtain donations.
                 -Planning for Pac event on next meeting-may 13/2025

· Apparel:
                       -Shirts and zip up ready for sale. 

· PAC – External Advisor Donna Policastro 
· 375 to PAC treasurer this week for remainder of what is owed to treasurer. 
· Balance $2247.71 
· Outgoing 
· Donna Policastro $375 (then will be paid out)

· Statehouse Coordination (Denise C)-Unable to attend meeting. 
· Letter templates for potential legislation

· Legislative Bill Monitoring Team (Anne N & Desirae Heys)
· Prepped and ready for tracking
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tvux7-B0rSpLpDia3qHgOfUkU9DpYsBV/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=107217059272262268954&rtpof=true&sd=true
-CRNA’S BILL 0464 has been assigned to HHS committee but has no hearing date. 
Senate Bill 0695 wellness bill- not assigned to HHS committee.
Senate Bill SO687 Board of Nursing- Assigned to HHS Committee

Senate Bill S0479 Midwife Bill-CPMs are requesting that health insurance plans be mandated to cover CPM services.
-Certified professional midwife is a little bit higher than a lay midwife, they are a certificate or an apprenticeship in Rhode Island however they are not nurses. The do home deliveries, however, are not allowed in hospital. They are looking for prescriptive privileges. 
- This group is not PAL OR CRN certified they want to represent the minor communities.
-The statics of national level are not correct, as we are not of shortness of Obgyn provider in Rhode Island.
-Social equity is an important access to this bill. 
-Leann Burke and Desirae Heys- oppose to this bill. It is considerately dangerous.
-Kristen Hylan-is there any data on home births? Does insurance cover professional midwife, they already cover the other 2 midwife certify. 
-Bill is not set assigned and will be followed by NPARI.
                           -The program is granting billing- this is one of the reasons for pushing the bill.
                           - Kristen Hylan- Articles about mortality by location and ethic to be look at:      https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32044310/#:~:text=0001;%20home%20birth%2Dcertified%20nurse,midwives%20is%20not%20statistically%20significant.
                           -Kristen Hylan look at data of Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Report to the Legislature: https://health.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur1006/files/publications/reports/2021MCH-Legislature.pdf#:~:text=The%202020%20severe%20maternal%20morbidity%20rate%20(excluding,decrease%20from%20116.2%20per%2010%2C000%20in%202019.&text=In%202020%2C%20the%20infant%20mortality%20rate%20(IMR),decrease%20from%205.5%20per%201%2C000%20in%202019.
Anne Neuville to look at video: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27187582/ -This one looks at the uncertified CMP also and no statistical difference in mortality but in general home births are higher risks.

NPARI will gather more information regarding this bill before deciding their positions.
Appendix A 2025 NPARI Legislative Report 

Senate Bill 03 (Prior Authorization Reform)
Sponsors: Ujifusa, Lauria, Lawson, Tikoian, Euer, Pearson, Valverde, Bell, DiMario
Summary: Prohibits insurers from imposing prior authorization requirements for services ordered by in-network primary care providers.
Status: Introduced (1/23/25); Scheduled for hearing on 3/13/25.

House Bill 5026 (Diabetes Supply Cap)
Sponsors: Kennedy, Diaz, Azzinaro, Donovan, Kazarian, Edwards, Serpa, O'Brien, Morales, Ackerman
Summary: Caps the monthly cost of insulin/glucose monitoring supplies at $25 with no deductible, effective 1/1/26.
Status: Introduced (1/10/25); Heard on 3/6/25; Held for further study.

House Bill 5120 (Prior Authorization Reform)
Sponsors: Potter, Kislak, Donovan, Handy, Fogarty, Giraldo, Bennett, McGaw, Morales, Caldwell
Summary: Prohibits insurers from imposing prior authorization for in-network primary care provider services.
Status: Introduced (1/22/25).

House Bill 5256 (Payer Parity)
Sponsors: Casimiro, Noret, Read, McEntee, Spears, Shanley, Morales
Summary: Ensures equal pay for healthcare providers.
Status: Introduced (1/31/25).

House Bill 5351 (Medspa Safety Regulation)
Sponsors: Baginski, Bennett, Casey
Summary: Requires cosmetic medical procedures to be performed by or under the supervision of a physician, PA, or APRN.
Status: Introduced (2/7/25); Heard on 2/25/25; Held for further study.

House Bill 5428 (CRNA Emergency Sedation)
Sponsors: McNamara, Corvese, Chippendale, Place, Craven, Bennett, Ackerman
Summary: Defines circumstances where RNs and APRNs may safely administer sedation in emergencies.
Status: Introduced (2/12/25); Heard on 2/25/25; Held for further study.



5. Outside Organizational updates: on next meeting. 


· RIDOH: 
· APRN council- Anne and Denise Updates & Next meeting?
- there are three cases to review about complaints against NPC's.

· Sent a Thank you to Dr Larkin 

· CTC RI- Denise to be updated at the next meeting.

· Ashely Wright (Liaison with RI Aesthetic Providers):

Desirae updates it as Ashely is not that involved with the RI Aesthetic Providers.
· they are pushing through with attempting scope-Npari support independent nurse practitioner practice but there was some concerns with the independent push through of RN's and unlicensed professionals in that bill.
· -Npari wrote a letter in support of independent nurse practitioner practice, no further actions. 
· Ashely Wright – will update on the Aesthetic meeting regarding pharmacist.
· Desirae Heys look at: Rhode Island Department of Health Guidance Document Regarding the Operation of Medical Spas and Intravenous (IV) Therapy Businesses https://health.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur1006/files/publications/guidance/Medical-Spa-and-IV-Therapy-Business.pdf

· Leanne (Liaison with DOH/CRNA- Desirae for AANP with Olajamoke) :
Denise Coppa connected Leanne and Ashley with a legal consultation – letters and other point of interest where sent to be review by this legal consult. 
 
· Psych NPs- Any new connections, some upcoming URI Psych students interested in legislation

· Role of External Advisors:
· AANP Monthly updates from our state liaison (Olajamoke) 
· Plan a strategic discussion with Donna to gain insights and set priorities for upcoming legislative goals given experience 
6.. Open Discussion and Q&A
· Additional comments, questions, or suggestions from committee members.
Desirae Heys explains the Definition of 3 groups of midwives- 
Certified nurse midwife which is a nurse and goes for advance education.
Certified nurse midwife they are not a nurse, but They are licensed and credentialed in healthcare facilities. 
Certified professional midwives- less educated, less privileges, do home deliveries, not allowed on hospital setting. 
Desirae Heys concern about and AGACNP- an adult-Gerontology Acute Care Nurse Practitioner could apply for an internal medicine primary care position and work in that role?  
6. Summary of Next Steps and Action Items:
· Pac second Event Planning on next meeting.
· Monitoring Bills.
· Obtain more information on midwife bill.
Meeting Schedule
5-13-25
Adjournment: 8:15am 
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