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Overview
The Department of Education’s proposal to remove nursing from the professional degree list restricts federal loan access, undermining APRN, MSN, and DNP education and destabilizing the healthcare workforce.

Why This Matters
1. Threat to Nursing Education Capacity
2. Undermining the APRN Workforce
3. Weakening Clinical & Administrative Leadership
4. Reduced Access to Care
5. Increased Workforce Shortages

Requested Congressional Action
1. Restore nursing to the professional degree program list.
2. Align APRN/MSN/DNP loan limits with other health professions.
3. Support incentives for nurse faculty and leadership development.
4. Protect access to graduate nursing education.

Conclusion
Excluding nursing from professional-degree federal loan eligibility endangers workforce stability, education capacity, and access to care nationwide.

