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With the establishment of the Frontier Nursing Service in Kentucky in 1925, the first Family Nurse Practition-

er type program for “primary care” began. Nurses in rural areas began assuming responsibility for promoting health in 

area where there were few doctors. 

 Over the next forty years, physicians were called upon to provide care for an ever-increasing number of 

families. The idea of expanding the nursing role to help with this health care became increasingly popular. 

 In 1965 Loretta Ford, R.N, and Henry Silver, M.D. established the first pediatric nurse practitioner program 

at the University of Colorado. P.N.P. graduates were prepared to assume well-child care and the management of se-

lected illnesses. 

 In 1974, the American Nurses Association created the Council of Primary Care Nurse Practitioners, a move 

that helped solidify the role of Nurse Practitioners in the United States health care system. By 1979, there were approx-

imately 15,000 Nurse Practitioners across the country. The National Council of State Boards of Nursing also set licen-

sure as a Registered Nurse as the standard for pursuing an advanced degree in nursing. Just six years later in 1985, the 

American Academy of Nurse Practitioners was established. 

The Michigan Chapter of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners, established in April 1979, was a product of a group of 
pediatric nurse practitioners (PNP) from the state of Michigan who decided to form a group through National NAPNAP. 
The Michigan Chapter was the 8th Chapter created in the United States. It is through the efforts of these pioneers that 
MI NAPNAP has become the voice of pediatric nurse practitioners in Michigan and instrumental in providing the 
growth and visibility of the organization. The Chapter grew from a group of 40 forward-looking PNPs to over 260 mem-
bers. The leaders were: Emma Tillman, President; Julie A. Dodge, Vice President; Jean Read, Treasurer; and Janice A. 
Goertz, Secretary.   

The goals of these pioneers were to provide Michigan’s nurse practitioners the leadership and resources to 
improve their practice environment through education of the community, legislators, and members promoting the role 
and access to PNP services. As a chapter of NAPNAP, all of the activities promoted the role of the PNP in the improve-
ment of health care for children in Michigan and nationwide. Specific goals included: provide continuing education to 
the membership; promote legislation which seeks improvement in the quality of pediatric care and which strengthens 
the role of the PNP; establish liaison with other organizations working toward similar improvements in the health care 
delivery system; and expand educational programs to include the general public. 

MI NAPNAP continues to grow and spread its influence across the health care arena. The passage of HB5400 
signed by Governor Snyder on January 9, 2017 with new terms improved nurse practitioners practice in Michigan by 
authorizing NP’s to prescribe Schedule II-V medications with a delegated agreement with a physician. This was a major 
legislative victory in Michigan that promotes a practice environment that supports the ability of PNPs to provide care 
to the full extent their education and expertise allow. 
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History of MI NAPNAP Presidents: 
 

 
 

MI NAPNAP Celebrates 40 years! 

 

 

 

Nicole L. Boucher 7/1/2018 6/30/2020 

Kimberly K. Fenbert 7/1/2016 6/30/2018 

Joanne M. Howard 7/1/2014 6/30/2016 

Kimberly K. Fenbert 7/1/2013 6/30/2014 

Esther C. Sikorski 7/1/2012 6/30/2013 

Victoria F. Trabucchi 7/1/2011 6/30/2012 

Bethany H. Musallam 7/1/2010 6/30/2011 

Lindsay Drouillard 7/1/2009 6/30/2010 

Kristin Ahrens 7/1/2007 6/30/2009 

Mary Targosz 7/1/2005 6/30/2007 

Jan Goertz 7/1/2003 6/302005 

Ann Sheehan 7/1/2000 6/302003 

Jean Martin 7/1/1999 6/30/2000 

Rebecca Brown 7/1/1997 6/30/1999 

Tondi Harrison 7/1/1995 6/30/1997 

Linda Robinson 7/1/1993 6/30/1995 

Madelyn McMurtrie 7/1/1991 6/30/1993 

Jonnie Hamilton 7/1/1989 6/30/1991 

Jan Goertz 7/1/1987 6/30/1989 

Karen Moore 7/2/1985 6/30/1987 

Mary Ann Norton 7/1/1983 6/30/1985 

Julie Ann Dodge 7/1/1981 6/30/1983 

Emma Tilllman 7/1/1979 6/30/1981 

Picture of some of our past and current presidents! 
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2019 MI NAPNAP 40 Year Celebration! 

Calendar of Events 

 
 NAPNAP 41st Annual Conference be-

ing held in Long Beach, CA March 25-

28, 2020. 

 MI NAPNAP Spring Conference will 

be held April 30-May 1, 2020, Subur-

ban Collections Diamond Showcase 

 

 

 

We started the celebration at our reception with the reading of the history of MI NAP-

NAP from Vicki Trabucchi and reflections from Jan Goertz. We had a great evening sharing 

memories! 
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2019 MI NAPNAP Chapter Awards! 
 

The Advocate for the Year Award was awarded to Kara Morley Smolek, 
MD nominated by Kristin Vanderwell. Recognized for her support as a collabo-
rative physician. She is credited for helping our member navigate the process of 
beginning her practice, developing healthy habits as a provider, working with 
staff, and has consistently welcomed and invited questions. Our winner pro-
motes the role of the PNP to her patients as well expressing confidence in the 
care received from myself or other PNPs. “She has played a key role in making 
my first year as a PNP as successful as it has been.” 

 

 

 

 

 

PNP Preceptor of the Year: Heather Bartlett, MSN, CPNP– PC, nominate by 

Hilary Fowler and Lindsey Webb. Recognized for consistently praising 

strengths while constructively identifying weakness.  She is described 

as patient, and teaches with a strong foundation of evidence-based 

care.  She is credited for promoting active participation in professional 

organizations and is a strong advocate for PNP practice in her own 

expert, autonomous role.  Furthermore, one member wrote: "her out-

look on life, her teaching style, her honesty regarding the hurdles we 

will face in this profession, and her overall approach on how she serves 

the pediatric population in Metro Detroit left me feeling completely in-

vested and empowered to be serving on the front lines of pediatric pri-

mary care." 

National 

Nurse 

Practition-

er Week 

2015 will 

be held 

November 

8 – 14.  

 

 

 

PNP of the Year: Angela Lukomski, DNP, CPNP-PC, nominated by Carole 
Baker. Described as having educated patients and families in the role since 
2000.  Since taking her initial job as a PNP, she has earned her DNP and be-
come a tenured faculty member, advancing teaching, scholarship, and service 
while practicing as an advanced practice nurse.  She invites students consid-
ering advanced practice to shadow her in clinic and provides an example of 
the care we provide. Our member wrote that her “clinical practice, teaching/
precepting and service has been unmatched over the years. However, what is 
most impressive is her commitment to research in the field of pediatric 
growth and development, one of the hallmarks of the role as a PNP.”  She is 
the co-founder of a digital tool that tracks growth and development in real 
time, collaborating with an interprofessional team to validate the tool.  She 
has published about this work and has gained funding from the NIH.  The 
letter continued “A professional who embraces the role of the PNP and leads 
by example; with so many of her students going into pediatric nursing, Angela 
is that example. Her students emulate her, her colleagues respect her and 
most of all her patients love her.”  



Poster Sessions! 
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Danielle VanDamme was the winner of the poster session with her poster on  “Education for the 

Implementation of an Early Mobilization Guideline in the PICU” 



Welcome New Members!! 
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Please FOLLOW us at our new website via: 

Please LIKE us on Facebook at: 

https://www.facebook.com/MichiganNAPNAP?
ref=aymt_homepage_panel 

https://minapnap.enpnetwork.com 
 

 Website Information: 

 

 

 Valerie Babin (Student) 

 Andrea Chise (Student) 

 Jennifer Gabo (Student) 

 Regina Kirwin (Doctoral Student) 

 Katie Londos (Student) 

 Jenna Rhodig (Student) 

 Haven Shaffer (Student) 

 Tara Ziecina (New Graduate) 

 

We are happy to welcome the following new members, who have joined since April 10, 
2019 – June 2, 2019 

Our wonderful registration helpers and some pictures of our speakers!  

https://www.facebook.com/MichiganNAPNAP?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.facebook.com/MichiganNAPNAP?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://minapnap.enpnetwork.com/


Your Board Members–  
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President: Nicole Boucher Past President: Kim Fenbert President Elect: Danielle 

VanDamme 

Constitution & Bylaws: Rhonda 

Conner-Warren 
Legislative Chair: Kristin 

Vanderwell 

Program Chair: Ann Marie 

Ramsey 

 

Communications Chair:  

Joanne Howard 

 

Membership Chair: Jessica 

Ott 

 

Secretary: Jessica Spruit 

Treasurer: Megan Harris 

 

Chapter Historian: 

Esther Sikorski 

Fundraising/Community 

Service/Logo Wear:  Kim 

Lohr 



Fund Raising Committee News 

 

 This year the fundraising committee focused on community service participation in lieu of more 

formal fundraising events.  Volunteer hours spent working with children in your community was  ob-

tained through the online survey. MI NAPNAP participated in 2,946 hours of community service!! Way 

to go!   

 The committee also held their second annual book collection during the Spring Conference. 

Members were encouraged to bring a favorite children’s book to the conference and the books will be 

donated by MI NAPNAP to Michigan children’s charities.  Last year 155 books were donated and this 

year we had 254! The books were donated to the Kent County ESL (English as a Second Language) pro-

gram.  They work with immigrants. Students will take the books to read to their children. Way to go MI 

NAPNAP!! Thank you very much for your participation. 

 

 

 

BOARD CHANGES 

We would like to give a huge thank you to Donna Marvicsin,  Lydia McBurrows and Kelly Strickler 

for their years of service to the MI NAPNAP board. Thank you for your dedication and time. You 

have been so appreciated! 

Please welcome Rhonda Conner-Warren as our new Constitution & Bylaws Chair, Jessica Ott as our 

new Membership Chair and Kristin Vanderwell as our new Legislative Chair!! These women will be 

an excellent addition to the board!   

You will also see that Jessica Spruit has moved from Membership  Chair to Secretary! She too has 

been a huge asset to our board and we are thrilled to keep her in her new role!! 



 

 

 

           WSU-Tiffany Gerke 
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U of M– OPEN 

 

 

U of M-Vidya Thira-

moorthi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U of M– OPEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Our Mission: 

 

 

Student Representatives: 

We’re on the Web! 

https://minapnap.enpnetwork.com 

WSU– Jill Restum 

The Michigan Chapter of the National Association of Pedi-
atric Nurse Practitioners (MINAPNAP), is committed to im-
proving the quality of health care for infants, children, ad-
olescents, and young adults. We believe that the Pediat-
ric Nurse Practitioner has a vital role in the health care 
community and as such, can have a definite impact on 
health care. To this end, MINAPNAP provides perti-
nent educational programs for its members and other Ad-
vanced Practice Nurses and strives to promote the Pediat-
ric Nurse Practitioner role. 

   

GVSU– OPEN 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

GVSU– Charlotte Minnema 

 

 

        

 

GVSU– OPEN 

http://community.napnap.org/MichiganChapter/home/aboutminapnap#
http://community.napnap.org/MichiganChapter/home/aboutminapnap#
http://community.napnap.org/MichiganChapter/home/aboutminapnap#
http://community.napnap.org/MichiganChapter/home/aboutminapnap#
http://community.napnap.org/MichiganChapter/home/aboutminapnap#

