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YOUR LETTERHEAD

Date:

Honorable (First and Last Name)  *

District Office XX 

New Jersey State Senate or Assembly 

Address, City, State, Zip 

Dear Senator __________

My name is _________________________ and I am one of your constituents living in ___________________, New Jersey.  I am writing to ask for your support of the proposed Consumer Access to Health Care Act S1961/A854
This bill would remove the current requirement that an Advanced Practice Nurse (APN) practicing in New Jersey have a Joint Protocol (JP) agreement with a physician in order to prescribe drugs and devices. No other aspect of an APN's practice requires a joint protocol. APNs are legally authorized to evaluate and diagnose illnesses, order and interpret diagnostic tests, initiate and continue treatments, teach and counsel their patients and consult with and refer to other providers, all under the authority of the NJ Board of Nursing. The joint protocol requirement was made part of the first APN bill NJ back in 1991 as a political compromise for passage. 
More than anything else, the Joint Protocol presents a barrier to patient access to care adding layers of cost, delay and confusion to an already complex healthcare system. With increasing numbers of patients joining the insured and swelling the list of Medicare/Medicaid- provided services, New Jersey is running out of qualified providers; this shortage is particularly acute in primary and psychiatric care and in underserved areas. 
ADD YOUR OWN PERSONAL EXPERIENCE HERE

APNs face fear for their patients that vital services can abruptly end should the tether to the joint protocol physician suddenly end due to his/her retirement, death, relocation, even arrest, loss of license or simply a business decision, all of which have occurred in NJ. These abruptions and delays in care not only inconvenience or endanger patients and their families, but also result in increased cost, as patients are unnecessarily diverted to emergency rooms or left in more expensive institutional settings.
The good news is there is a solution that is safe, cost effective, and maintains the highest quality of services for our citizens without increasing the APN scope of practice, and without costing NJ taxpayers a single dime. This solution is time tested, and backed by the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, and other institutions and decades of evidence based research. * The solution is: to remove the Joint Protocol for APN practice.  To meet the increasing and critical demand for qualified healthcare providers, 23 states including neighboring New York have modernized their laws eliminating this unnecessary tether for experienced APNs, thus granting them full practice authority (FPA). For newly graduated APNs, some states have retained the requirement for the APN to have a Joint Protocol with either an experienced APN or physician until they have spent a specified number of hours or years in practice. This provision is included in S1961/A854. 

New Jersey APNs are at minimum, masters or doctorally trained. Through years of education, examinations, and supervised clinical experience, they have passed rigorous national board certifications in order to practice in their field. They are licensed as RNs, nationally board certified, then authorized in NJ to practice as APNs by the NJ Board of Nursing. Studies repeatedly show that they provide care that is of equal quality to that of physicians when managing the same conditions.  In states where APNs have Full Practice Authority there are no higher rates of malpractice suits or settlements.  Collaboration is, and always has been, an established necessity among APNs and other health care providers, including physicians. It does not require, and is not guaranteed by the existence of a joint protocol. 
New Jersey legislators have a choice. Let us join the ranks of the progressive, the innovative, the resourceful other 23 states in repairing and streamlining our overburdened healthcare system. New Jersey can exercise control over the ever-rising costs and improve the quality and accessibility of care to all of our citizens. 

I urge you to support the Consumer Access to Health Care Act  S1961/A854 for New Jersey's citizens. Pass this legislation to remove barriers that restrict the full practice authority of Advanced Practice Nurses. Please stand together with the Institute of Medicine, the Governors Association, the Federal Government, including the Department of Veteran's Affairs and the FTC, to insure that all New Jersey residents have full access to high quality, safe, and cost effective healthcare providers.

Sincerely,

(your name and credentials)

(your HOME address that shows that you are a constituent in his/her District)

(your email)
**Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, American Association of Retired Persons (AARP), the Veterans Administration, National Governor’s Association, The American Hospital Association, the Federal Trade Commission and the National Council of State Boards of Nursing, The American Academy of Nursing. The Macy Foundation The American Association of Nurse Practitioners. The American Nurses Association. 
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