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President’s Corner    

Following more than a year of research and discussion, the AZNPC Executive 
Board voted on June 18, 2018 to recommend to our members that AZNPC 
disaffiliate from the Arizona Nurses Association (AZNA) and the American 
Nurses Association (ANA) and move towards becoming a new, independent 
organization.  Considering our long history and good relationship with AZNA, 
this was an extremely difficult decision.  However, we have come to believe 
that the current structure is preventing us from reaching our full potential as 
a state nurse practitioner (NP) professional organization. 

We are considering becoming an independent organization for several 
important reasons: 

1. Finances 

Several years ago ANA migrated to a new member management system.  In the new system, 
organizations such as ours were designated as Special Interest Groups (SIGs), and reimbursement for 
a member is split between the SIG and the member’s geographic chapter.  With the current three-
year ANA Value Pricing Pilot, AZNPC gets no reimbursement for our new members. 

Despite a significant increase in AZNPC membership in recent years, the dues we receive have 
decreased significantly.  Since 2013, the amount AZNPC gets per member is down approximately 
70%.   

The current ANA/AZNA dues structure has made it difficult for AZNPC to run a balanced budget.  We 
hope to increase the amount put toward scholarships and other services for our members, while at 
the same time charging a lower amount in annual dues. 

2.  Restricting Membership to NPs and NP Students 

Currently, any nurse who meets the membership requirements of AZNA and ANA can join AZNPC.  
The structure does not allow us to restrict membership or voting member status to certified NPs.  Per 
our Bylaws, NP Students are non-voting members, but there is no way to sort out the members that 
are NPs and those that are students for voting purposes. 

3.  One NP Organization for Arizona 

Once independent, we hope to merge with other, independent NP organizations in Arizona.  This will 
increase our membership and provide a united voice.   

And we continue to consider whether to expand membership to the other APRN groups. 

4.  Continued Relationship with AZNA 

If the AZNPC membership votes to disaffiliate, we will request to become an Organizational Affiliate 
of AZNA.  This gives us a number of benefits, and allows us to continue to work with AZNA towards 
our many mutual goals.  

In the near future, you will receive some proposed changes to the AZNPC Bylaws.  These changes are 
necessary before we can decide on independence.  You will have two weeks to review the revisions, and 
then a vote on the Bylaws changes will be requested. 

We will have an important AZNPC Membership Meeting on Saturday, July 28, 2018, 4:30-5:30 PM at the 
Sheraton Mesa Hotel.  The Executive Board will present a draft business plan for our new organization.  
You will have an opportunity to comment and ask questions.  All AZNPC Members are encouraged to 
attend and discuss the future of our organization, whether or not you are attending the Symposium.  We 
welcome your ideas and support! 

It is not too late to register for AZNPC’s 30th Annual Southwestern Regional NP Clinical Symposium, is July 
28-29, 2018 at the Sheraton Mesa Hotel at Wrigleyville West (http://www.sheratonmesa.com/)!  
Donations to the silent auction supporting our scholarship program are still welcome; contact Amy George 
at aznpcpublicrelations@gmail.com. 

As you hopefully know, we have four nurses running for office in Arizona!  They are Denise Link (AZ House 
District 24), Julie Willowby (AZ House District 17), Felicia French (AZ House District 6), and Heather Ross 
(US House, 6th District).  Please show them your support by spreading the word, canvasing in their 
district, or making a financial contribution. 

I look forward to seeing you in Mesa! 

 



 30th Annual Southwestern Regional Nurse Practitioner 
Symposium 

Coming up soon is our annual conference and there is still time to get 
registered.  The workshops are filling very quickly on Sunday though so 
get registered early.  We are very excited to open the conference with a 
panel discussion on the 2018 opioid law: "It's the Law: New Opioid 
Statutes Affecting YOUR Practice" featuring Kathy Busby, JD, AzNA 
Lobbyist, Janeen Dahn, PhD, FNP-C, Arizona State Board of Nursing, and 
Karen Holder, MHS, FNP-BC, AHN-BC, Arizona RX Initiative Health Care 
Advisory Team.   

Thank you to the conference committee; Karen Holder, Nancy Johnson, 
and Romina Lo-Montano.  A very special thank you to Debby Wood, AZNA staff that kept the 
committee moving forward and assured that CE was obtained – Debby is amazing, and I really 
want to thank her.  

The conference committee this year worked to pack Saturday with may varied topics with a 
strong emphasis on pharmacology for every talk but one.  Sunday has 5 workshops available to 
choose from: Basic Suturing (back by popular demand Wayne McLeod), Opioid Prescribing Safe 
Practice (Alan and Jody Agins), Treating Obesity in your Practice (led by Dr. Melissa Davis) and 
Case Studies in Care of Geriatric Patients (Christina Shelley). 

We hope to see you there. 

Sheraton Mesa Hotel at Wrigleyville West 
860 N. Riverview 
Mesa, Arizona  85201 

Click the Logo for registration page:                  

 

 

Opioid Guidelines and OAR (Opioid Assistance and Referral Line) 

In April 2018 In response to the  opioid crisis we had a great deal of changes in 
prescribing guidelines.  Karen Holder continues to work hard to keep us informed 
on the changes.  She was a very active member of the committee  that revised the 
Arizona prescribing guidelines.  Those guidelines are now available to read or 
downloaded  at  AZDHS web site.  Or click the RX  for a link to the page!    

OAR- Opioid Assistance and Referral Line is a  Free, Confidential, Available 24/7 for providers.  
call anytime for any questions re: management of patients on opioids, and can also call for 
consult if they have a patient who needs  >90MME (in lieu of consulting with a physician in pain 
management specialist.  This number is: 888-688-4222 

2018 General Membership Meeting 

Saturday July 28th, 2018 

4:30 PM to 5:30 PM 

Sheraton Mesa Wrigleyville-West 

Open to NP and NP students 

Looking  forward to seeing everyone there! 

Call for Nominations     

Open until August 10th 

Positions open for this election: 

Vice President, Public  Policy Chair, Public Relations Chair, and Treasurer 

Email: AzNPCsecetary@gmail.com for information 
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https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/audiences/clinicians/clinical-guidelines-recommendations/prescribing-guidelines/az-opioid-prescribing-guidelines.pdf
https://aznurse.site-ym.com/events/register.aspx?id=1039742&itemid=c954a357-0deb-4081-85f2-809da7f36375

