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Delaware Coalition of Nurse Practitioners Position on SB 227 

I represent the Delaware Coalition of Nurse Practitioners.  We join our physician colleagues in 

support of the passage of Delaware Senate Bill 227 which will help all primary care 

practitioners, including both nurse practitioners and physicians, help primary care practices 

remain open by increasing reimbursement. 

I am sure you have read that primary care practitioners receive less reimbursement than 

providers in other states. Around the country, commercial insurers pay primary care 20 to 30 

percent above Medicare rates. In Delaware, however, commercial insurers pay independent 

primary care practitioners 15 to 35 percent below Medicare rates, and even less than Medicaid 

rates. 

Without adequate reimbursement, primary care practices have severely restricted new patients, 

have closed their doors, or have been absorbed by large healthcare institutions.  Without 

adequate primary care practitioners to provide essential care, patients have less access to primary 

care, and insufficient opportunities for health promotion measures.  These health promotion 

measures include nutritional counseling to decrease obesity and diabetes, exercise counseling to 

encourage lifelong fitness and decrease joint disease and hypertension, and reproductive health 

counseling thereby decreasing unintended pregnancy and sexually transmitted 

diseases.  Downstream effects of inadequate primary care are very costly producing a toll on 

future employment, quality of life of patients as well as significant costs to the healthcare system 

who then pays for the effects of costly chronic illnesses. 

Another consequence of losing primary care practices is the waste of human capital.   Nurse 

practitioner graduates who have up to 5 years of graduate education and training, are emerging 

from Delaware’s universities prepared as primary care providers only to find nowhere within the 

state where they can provide primary care to fullest extent of their licensure.  This wasted 

investment drives these qualified primary care practitioners to practice in neighboring states or 

give up their dream of providing badly needed primary care, so they can earn a 

living. Additionally, experienced nurse practitioners who could open their own primary care 

practices and provide desperately needed care for patients cannot do this in a stagnant business 

climate that does not support primary care. 

Ultimately, all healthcare providers enter their careers because they want to improve the health 

and quality of life of patients. Quality care has at its base a platform of primary care but without 

qualified nurse practitioners and other providers to deliver this, quality of health decreases and 



costs increase as patients become sicker with diseases and illness that could have been 

prevented.  An investment in primary care is necessary. Across the nation, the average healthcare 

dollars invested in primary care is on average 5 to 8 percent BUT in Delaware it is 3 to 

4 percent.  

There has been concern by NPs that SB 227 encourages insurance companies to pay practitioners 

the Medicare rate.  For NPs this is concerning because this means we agree to accept 15% less 

than our physician colleagues.  With the assistance of Senator Townsend and Representative 

Bentz, the bill before you does not encourage the insurers to use the Medicare rate structure in 

place of current fee mechanism established to currently pay nurse practitioners. 

Senate Bill 227 passed with unanimous approval in the Delaware Senate last week.  We hope the 

House will do the same.  Increasing dollars for primary care now decreases spending later and 

works to help patients and families improve quality of life and well-being.  Just like legislators, 

nurse practitioners and physicians work to serve others. Help us to provide excellent, quality, 

primary care to Delawareans to the best of our ability.  The Nurse Practitioners in Delaware 

thank you.    

 

Sincerely, 

 

Board of the Delaware Coalition of Nurse Practitioners 

Dr. Susan Conaty-Buck, President DCNP 

 


