
 

A lot happened in Jefferson City this week, both for APRN-related legislation and politics in 

general. The Capitol was dominated by the felony indictment of Governor Eric Greitens on 

charges of invasion of privacy. Rumors had circulated for days ahead of the indictment, and the 

Missouri House has signaled that they will begin proceedings to investigate as early as next 

week.  

The first step in the process for impeachment is for a resolution to be filed in the House. The 

Speaker can either form an investigative committee or assign the matter to a standing 

committee that already exists and that committee will decide whether or not to file articles of 

impeachment. If they choose to do so, the House would vote and if passed, the Senate would 

select 7 judges to conduct an impeachment trial. Removal from office would require 5 of the 7 

judges to vote affirmatively.  

The governor has hired a long list of lawyers from St. Louis powerhouse firm Dowd-Bennett, as 

well as lobbyists to presumably work the committee members on the investigative committee 

and if necessary, the entire chamber. Greitens issued a statement immediately following his 

arrest, asserting that the charges are politically motivated and that he does not intend to step 

down despite calls from many in the legislature, including members of his own party. The Capitol 

will no doubt become a media circus in the weeks ahead as pressure mounts from every angle 

for the embattled outsider who campaigned on reforming politics as usual in Jefferson City. 

In addition to the gubernatorial turmoil, a multitude of APRN issues received attention this week 

in both the House and Senate. HB 1502, the transition to practice bill filed by Rep. Hannah Kelly 

was referred to the House Professional Registration & Licensing Committee for a hearing. 

Additionally, Rep. Kelly filed her full practice authority bill, HB 2490, in her continued pursuit to 

improve healthcare access for Missourians. Furthermore, HB 1574 (mileage and ratio barrier 

reduction) filed by Rep. Rowland was passed out of committee this week as was Rep. Robert 

Ross’s HB 2233 which is essentially the same bill as Rep. Rowland’s but only applies to mental 

health APRN’s. In committee and in subsequent conversations since, the physician lobby has 

sought to limit the expansion of the mileage to 75 miles in statute rather than a blanket removal. 

While the 75 mile expansion would help increase the collaborating physician pool, codifying the 

mileage in statute (where it is currently only in administrative rule) would be a step backwards for 

Missouri’s NP’s. AMNP, working with our colleagues at MONA, successfully defended the effort to 

ingrain 75 miles in law while simultaneously revising the number of physician assistants and 

APRN’s that a physician may collaborate with from 3 PA’s and 3 NP’s to 6 collaborators total 

regardless of whether they are PA’s or NP’s. Additionally, we were able to avoid assistant 

physicians being added to the collaboration pool. In their compromise, the physician lobby 

affirmed that they would address the mileage expansion with BOHA for the rule that is jointly 

promulgated with the Missouri Board of Nursing. HB 1574 and HB 2233 were passed out of the 



committee with the amended language and will go to Rules before being added to the 

Perfection Calendar in the House. 

In other House committee activity, AMNP successfully secured a commitment from Rep. Derek 

Grier to include a healthcare profession exemption in HB 2398 that was heard in Professional 

Registration & Licensing on Wednesday. The bill’s intent is designed to grant temporary licenses 

to professionals practicing with a license from other states. However, the provisions would evoke 

expulsion from the recently enacted eNLC (nurse licensure compact). Rep. Grier indicated his 

willingness to include the exemption in a committee substitute that will be offered at a later 

date. 

On the other side of the building, SB 745 (the Senate companion to HB 1574) was heard Monday 

in the Senate Professional Registration & Licensing Committee chaired by Sen. Jeanie Riddle. Bill 

sponsor Sen. David Sater outlined access issues in his presentation of the bill and discussed how 

removing the restrictions would help alleviate problems not only in his own district, but 

throughout the state. AMNP lobbyists testified in support of the measure, along with 

representatives from MONA, Missouri Primary Care, Coalition for Community Behavioral Health, 

SSM, BJC, Leading Age Missouri, Missouri Hospital Association, Missouri Family Health Council, and 

Missouri Rural Health Clinics. Testifying in opposition were representatives from the Missouri State 

Medical Association, Washington University Physicians, Missouri Association of Orthopedic 

Physicians and Surgeons, the Missouri Society of Anesthesiologists, and the College of 

Obstetricians and Gynecologists. Both sides acknowledged the shortage of providers but 

differed on how best to solve the critical shortages faced by patients, particularly in the rural 

communities. AMNP’s testimony focused on the shortage and how NP’s can offer immediate 

solutions, how barriers are antiquated and no longer necessary, how electronic medical records 

can be utilized to enhance collaboration, the natural collaboration between all healthcare 

practitioners across the spectrum, cost savings of using NP’s, healthcare outcomes of NP 

patients, and the academic and clinical education of APRN’s in Missouri. The committee took no 

action other than to hear testimony, and it is expected that APRN issues will be included in an 

omnibus professional registration bill passed out of Sen. Riddle’s committee. In other Senate 

committee activity this week, AMNP testified in support of SB 824 that modernizes disciplinary 

measures and remedial programs for nurses disciplined under the nurse practice act.  

Generally speaking, the House continued to grind through bills to send over to the Senate, 

successfully passing 34 bills while the Senate perfected 6 but sent zero to the House. The debate 

pace in the Senate slowed this week as Sen. Schaaf used procedural tactics to force revision to 

a historic tax credit bill that he has long opposed. Other Senate debate centered on tort reform 

measures including a bill to stem the practice of venue shopping and another to modify 

business premises torts. SB 574 modifying mandated reporting requirements in long term care, SB 

597 requiring Medicaid reimbursement to chiropractors, SB 818 relating to Medicaid 

reimbursement rates, and SB 826 limiting pharmaceutical disposal and controlled substance 

limitations were among other items discussed in the Senate. However, those measures would 

require an additional vote before moving to the House. 

In other news of note, AMNP is closely watching HB 2127 and HB 2105, both of which contain 

provisions specific to assistant physicians. AMNP and several other healthcare organizations are 

actively working to block the measure from advancing, although both bills will likely see floor 

time in the weeks ahead. We will keep you apprised of changes and may be asking you to 

contact your representative on these matters and others. 

In the meantime, thanks for all you have done and will do to help #MakeMONPFriendly. 


