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It has been an honor to serve as your President over the past year here in Denver. Coming to the great state of Colorado a little over a year ago, I was not sure of what to expect from the local PNP community.  While it took me a few months to learn the area and find myself employment, I was welcomed into the local NAPNAP community before I even arrived! I cannot thank the Immediate Past President, Kyra Delapedraja, enough for asking me to join the group and to take on the role of president. It has only caused me to meet and work with many amazing PNPs of Colorado.

I want to thank all of our executive board and committee members for their hard work on our events of the past year.  I greatly appreciate those of you that attended our quarterly board/member meetings. Due to all of our exciting activities, we decided at our last meeting, that it would be helpful to have monthly meetings each year just prior to our big events. Therefore, for the upcoming year, we will have meetings (for all members) in September 2013, November 2013, January 2014, February 2014, and March 2014.  We will continue to have our board member only switch-off meeting every June, including next month. We always encourage at least one representative from each committee to attend our board/member meetings.

Over the past year we were able to have an additional dinner meeting at Elways in Cherry Creek with a speaker on childhood asthma, which was sponsored by Teva Pharmaceuticals. We had a full house and a great discussion involving excellent questions that both challenged our speaker and enhanced our knowledgebase in the topic of pediatric asthma.  

We had an excellent turnout at our “NP Night Out” event on April 11, 2013 at Red Rocks Amphitheater visitor center/museum. We had many vendors participate, great food, and a great atmosphere to network and mingle with friends and colleges. We celebrated our Chapter’s 30th year anniversary along with our award ceremony and our raffle. The awards were given as follows:

Fellow of the Year: Jan Johnson

Friend of Children: Roxie Foster

Pioneer of the Year: Victoria Erickson

Physician of the Year: Sarah Winbourn

Once again, we donated the proceeds from our raffle to a non-profit organization. This year we were able to donate $1500 to “Restore Innocence” of Colorado Springs. This organization pulled at our heartstrings when we learned it functions as a safe house for human trafficking victims, which are often adolescents of Colorado.  Co-Founder and president, Jason Korth, was present at “NP Night Out” to accept the donation. We thank him and his wife for the services they provide to these victims while they begin to restart their lives in a new direction.  

With the hard work of our Education Committee, we collaborated with Children’s Hospital of Colorado to present the 3rd Annual Pediatric Advanced Practice Conference. The two-day conference involved fourteen excellent talks on exciting pediatric health topics. CEU’s were provided to all in attendance.  

We also thank all participants in our 2013 PNP Salary Survey recently conducted. It provided useful information on our local PNP marketplace for current and future PNPs. That information could not have been gathered without your participation; we cannot thank you enough. The results can be found on our website under “Survey Results” tab on the left hand side of the main page at rmnapnap.enpnetwork.com. 

We are happy to announce our new Immunization Chair, Susan Rowley! We thank her for her commitment to our chapter over the upcoming 2013-2014 year by keeping us all up to date on immunization changes, developments, news, and events.

As we say goodbye to two of our Education Committee members, we welcome three new ones! They include, Holly Adolph, Lisa Van Tine, and Rebecca Moore.  They will continue to provide our Chapter members with educational opportunities such as the annual conference with Children’s Hospital.

We still continue our search for a President Elect and a Legislative Chair. The new President Elect will work closely with the current President Elect, Kirstin Cox, as she serves as President starting on July 1, 2013. Working closely with Kirstin will allow the new President Elect to learn the role of President so that he/she we be able to easily transition into that role the following year.  If you have any interest in either of these positions, please contact me as soon as possible at janelps@yahoo.com or 407-619-4385. This is a great opportunity to meet and network with many amazing PNPs in the area. Both of these positions will also assist you in attending the National NAPNAP conference 2014 with reimbursement up to $1000 for conference/travel costs. Do not let this opportunity pass you by(
If you have not yet signed up on our website, please take a moment to sign up at rmnapnap.enpnetwork.com so that you do not miss out on any Chapter announcements, event postings, meeting minutes, and the ability to communicate with over 200 other local PNPs on our site! 

As I have mentioned before, we have had an amazing year and I cannot wait to continue another amazing one with you all as the Immediate Past President of 2013-2014.

Sincerely, 

Janel Saunders, CPNP

President Colorado Rocky Mountain Chapter NAPNAP

