
 

The peace and quiet in the Capitol halls was temporarily suspended this week as 

lawmakers returned to Jefferson City for the annual veto session. In prior years, the 

Republican controlled General Assembly seized the opportunity to override former Gov. 

Jay Nixon vetoes on a litany of issues. However, this year, with a Republican governor at 

the helm, no vetoes were overridden despite calls from numerous legislators in both 

parties to address the issues caused by the veto of HCB 3. 

HCB 3 contained a funding provision for nursing services for 8,000 elderly or low income 

citizens. Greitens vetoed the measure in June, citing the unconstitutionality of using 

$35.4 million of one-time funds without so much as a public hearing. The argument was 

that the funds sweep didn’t follow the appropriations process, and thus, was subjecting 

200 other state funds to the diversion. Despite passionate pleas to address the matter, 

the veto was sustained when House leadership including Rep. Scott Fitzpatrick (budget 

chair) agreed to draft a new bill to restore funding before October.  

In other action at veto session, the Senate was unable to expel Sen. Maria Chapelle-

Nadal for her comments regarding the assassination of President Trump, despite 

numerous calls from many elected officials, including those within her own party, to 

resign from office. Similarly, the House took no action to expel Rep. Warren Love for his 

comments about hanging Confederate statue vandals. Both chambers have vowed to 

take additional actions when the legislature resumes in January.  

Additionally, after several months of canvassing the state, Republicans elected 

Springfield Republican Elijah Haahr to succeed Todd Richardson as the next Speaker of 

the House. Haahr will assume the post when Speaker Richardson is term limited next 

year and has promised to continue the same path and tone as the current speaker. 

Work also continues over the interim on drafting legislation to introduce in 2018 to 

eliminate barriers for Missouri’s NP’s. AMNP lobbyists have met with several legislators 

and members of the governor’s policy team to prepare for the next legislative session 

and have some exciting prospects in place that we hope to reveal in the next month.  

In the meantime, we ask that you draft your stories as to how the unnecessary rules and 

laws have personally impacted you AND your patients. We will begin a coordinated 

media strategy to generate public support for changes in the next few months and any 

compelling stories that truly demonstrate the hardships to access and care will be 

helpful. Please send your submissions to the109group@gmail.com and include contact 

information so that we may contact you if needed. 

Thanks for all you do to #MakeMONPFriendly ! 
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