
 

 

Issues-At-A-Glance: Signature Authority 

 

WHAT IS IT? 

 

Signature authority refers to state laws that authorize nurse practitioners to sign or 

otherwise complete forms related to patient care within their scope of practice. 

 

In the daily provision of care, nurse practitioners and other providers may be tasked with signing 

various forms to ensure fulfillment of orders, referrals, or recognition of health status or care by 

various entities. Unfortunately, some dated state laws may prohibit government entities or 

companies from recognizing a nurse practitioner’s signature by limiting the signature blank to 

physicians only. Limiting patients to seeing only one type of provider for form completion creates 

inefficiency and delays for patients in need of disabled parking placards, do not resuscitate 

orders, athletic physicals, and more.  

Further, requiring two health care providers’ involvement to sign one patient care form costs the 

health care system in patient care delays, lost productivity for health care providers, and in 

some cases, signing fees or additional office visits to meet outdated signature requirements. 

 

To address these obstacles to effective and coordinated care delivery, several states have 

taken steps to recognize nurse practitioner signatures on various forms. Some legislation and 

state agency rules simply update language for each form to recognize that providers beyond 

physicians may fill in the signature blank. Other state laws create statutes authorizing nurse 

practitioners to sign, attest, certify, stamp, verify, endorse, or provide an affidavit for any form for 

which a physician may do so, so long as it is related to care within the nurse practitioner’s scope 

of practice.  

This broader reform approach, commonly referred to as “global signature authority”, has been 

successfully passed in a number of states in the past two decades. These laws authorize nurse 

practitioners to “treat the paperwork” that reflects the treatment they have already provided to 

the patient. An example of one state’s signature authority statute of nurse practitioners is below.  

Global signature authority of certified registered nurse practitioners 

"When any provision of the general or public law, or regulation requires a signature, 

certification, stamp, verification, affidavit or endorsement by a physician, it shall be 

deemed to include a signature, certification, stamp, verification, affidavit or endorsement 

by a certified registered nurse practitioner; provided, however, that nothing in this section 

shall be construed to expand the scope of practice of nurse practitioners." 

These signature authority laws promote (1) transparency and accountability by allowing 

documentation to reflect the patient-provider relationship, (2) provide efficacy for patients as 

care delivery and form completion can be addressed in the same visit, and (3) promote 



 

 

productive use of the health care workforce by eliminating the need for two health care 

providers’ involvement to sign, stamp, certify, or endorse one patient’s care forms. Since some 

forms are time-sensitive or related to critical functional and health needs, the importance and 

cost of delayed signing or requiring follow-up visits for form completion is significant.  

 

WHERE IS IT? 

Eleven states have broad-based signature authority laws (Colorado, Georgia, Hawaii, Maine, 

Massachusetts, New Mexico, North Carolina, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia, and 

Washington). Additionally, other states recognize nurse practitioners ability to sign all state 

forms within their scope of practice by including them in each relevant statute or rule. 

 

Removing nurse practitioner practice barriers like outdated signature laws as these states have 

done is in line with recommendations from major policy organizations such as the Institute of 

Medicine, National Governors Association, National Conference of State Legislatures, and the 

Federal Trade Commission. 

 

Some examples of these important signature authority activities include providing certification of 

disability for patients to receive disabled parking placards; signing off on sports physicals for 

student athletes; signing off on physicals for school bus drivers; signing important forms related 

to end-of-life care; signing forms excusing a potential jury member due to illness; signing 

worker’s compensation forms for employees injured on the job; and providing proof that a 

patient has a health need that requires their utilities remain on regardless of ability to pay. 

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

 

● AANP members’ only State Policy Fact Sheets for each state highlighting signature 

laws: 

○ When logged into aanp.org, navigate to “State Policy Fact Sheet” under the 

desired state at aanp.org/states 

 

Interested in learning more about signature authority in your state? Contact the AANP State 

Government Affairs Office at statepolicy@aanp.org or 703.740.2529. 

 

 

mailto:statepolicy@aanp.org

