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8 Great London Pubs 

London pubs are a great example of that very British institution: the public house (or, pub, 

for short). 

What Makes Pubs Great? 

 

Most countries have their watering holes, bars and the like, but 

none are quite like the traditional English pub. Part bar, part 

home from home and part communal meeting place, they are a 

must do on any trip to the UK. 

Part of their charm is their conviviality. 

A good pub is likely to have the atmosphere like the social club or even a gathering in 

someone’s house, than the more drinking den feel of most liquor serving places. 

The other part is the large range of ales they have on offer. You can get most types of 

American style beer (or lager as it is called here) but for the real pub experience try the ‘real 

ale’ (usually also called ‘bitter’). 

 

This has less gas than normal beer – it is not artificially 

carbonated – is darker and is served properly at just below 

room temperature rather than cold. 

It is served directly from hand pumps on the bar and is 

delicious (although it is an acquired taste perhaps). 

And you can get yourself a ‘normal’ beer if you don’t like it. 

http://www.royan.com.ar/


 

 

8 Great London Pubs 

In recent years pubs have also got their act together with food and so you can now make an 

evening of a visit. 

London has many of the best city centered pubs (although other cities such as Manchester, 

Bristol and York may beg to differ). 

Here we present 8 great examples near the normal tourist hideouts – make sure you visit at 

least one on your next England trip. 

  



 

 

8 Great London Pubs 

No 1: The Old Ship, Hammersmith 

 

Located in the Hammersmith district of West London this classic pub dates from 1722. 

It has a fantastic view from its terrace right next to the river and is a traditional vantage 

point for the Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race held every April. 

Hammersmith is a transportation hub, so access is easy via the Underground or by bus.  

  



 

 

8 Great London Pubs 

No 2: The Royal Oak, Southwark 

Source 

Featuring Harvey’s traditional cask ales, this restored Victorian corner pub is the classic 

‘local’ pub. 

Located in Southwark, in central London. 

  

  

https://www.harveys.org.uk/pubs/the-royal-oak-london/


 

 

8 Great London Pubs 

No 3: The Dog and Bell, Deptford 

Source 

A friendly staff will help you choose from a wide array of traditional English ales and 

Belgian beers. 

You may even find a fortified cider on tap if that is your thing. 

The whimsical signboard out front will welcome you to this retreat in Deptford. 

  

https://wikimedia.org/


 

 

8 Great London Pubs 

No 4: The White Swan, Twickenham 

 

A Twickenham Tusk Pale Ale will pair nicely with the fried squid appetizer at this riverside 

pub. 

Once known more as a drinking establishment, new owners have perked up the menu 

offerings and The White Swan is gaining a reputation as a foodie’s favorite. 

Located by the river in Twickenham. 

  



 

 

8 Great London Pubs 

No 5: The Flask, Highgate 

Source 

The northern suburb of Highgate is home to The Flask. 

Claims have been made that a pub known as The Flask has stood on this site for several 

centuries. 

Fuller’s London Pride is the favored pale ale on tap. The ploughman’s sandwich justifies the 

journey. 

  

https://wikimedia.org/


 

 

8 Great London Pubs 

No 6: The Harp, Central London 

Source 

Around the corner from Trafalgar Square, The Harp also serves Fuller’s beers. 

Try a rich, dark London Porter. The Harp concentrates on the beer experience, but pub fare 

is available. 

Try the pork pie before you venture back out to see Trafalgar Square by night. 

  

https://wikimedia.org/


 

 

8 Great London Pubs 

No 7: The Bricklayer’s Arms, Putney 

Source 

This pub prides itself on presenting a variety of high quality real ale, and the selection varies 

from week to week. 

They claim to be ‘London’s permanent beer festival’. Beers are mostly sourced from small 

breweries all around the UK. 

  

https://wikimedia.org/


 

 

8 Great London Pubs 

No 8: The Door Hinge, Welling 

Source 

This traditional ale house located in Welling also features a rotating selection of local ales. 

Make your selection from the day’s list on the chalkboard and enjoy an ale in this nicely 

appointed place with a genuine pub feel. 

https://wikimedia.org/


 

 

8 Great London Pubs 

Conclusion 

Each of the pubs listed above has won at least one annual award for “Pub of the Year” by 

one of three organizations that have sponsored such a title through the past few decades. 

You will not be disappointed with the fine brews, traditional food and old-fashioned pub 

atmosphere at any of these award-winning pubs. 

 


