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PROPOSED CHANGE

section 2. DRESSAGE TEST. [CHAPTER EV115 Saddlery]

2. DRESSAGE TEST.

a. The following are compulsory: an English type saddle and a permitted bridle.

b. A double bridle with cavesson noseband, i.e. bridoon and curb bits with curb chain (made of metal or leather), is permitted for some tests. 

1. Cavesson noseband may never be so tightly fastened as to harm the horse.

2. Lipstrap and rubber or leather covers for the curb chain are optional.

3. Bridoon and curb must be made of metal or rigid plastic and may be covered with rubber (flexible rubber bridoons and/or curbs are not allowed).

4. The lever arm of the curb bit is limited to 10 cm (length below the mouth piece).

5. If the curb has a sliding mouthpiece, the lever arm of the curb bit below the mouthpiece must not measure more than 10 cm when the mouthpiece is in the 
uppermost position.

6. The diameter of the ring of the bridoon must be such as to not hurt the horse.

c. A snaffle bit made of metal, leather, rubber or plastic material is permitted for all tests. 

1. It may have a cavesson noseband, dropped noseband, crossed noseband, or flash noseband.

2. The noseband must be made entirely of leather or leather like material, except for a small disc of sheepskin, which may be used in the intersection of the 
two leather straps of a crossed noseband.

d. A breast plate may be used. For drawings of permitted bits and nosebands see Appendix 4. Permitted bits for a particular test are specified on each test.

e. Any type of horse footwear (hoofwear) is permitted, provided all components of the hoofwear are either permanently attached the the hoof or are 
integral to a covering of the bottom of the hoof and the holding of that covering in place.

e. f. Martingales, bit guards, any kind of gadgets (such as bearing, side, running or balancing reins, etc.), reins with any loops or hand attachments, any kind 
of boots leg coverings (such as splint boots, galloping boots, scuffing boots, bell boots etc) or leg bandages and any form of blinkers, including 
earmuffs, earplugs, hoods,  fly  shields, nose covers and seat covers are, under penalty of elimination, strictly forbidden. Protective fly hoods made of thin 
material are permitted. However, these are subject to inspection by the Officials at the end of the test to ensure that nothing prohibited has been added (i.e. 
special material) or is covered by the fly hoods to protect from sound. The fly hoods should be discreet and should not cover the Horse’s eyes.However, 
under exceptional circumstances, fly shields may be permitted by the Ground Jury
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To clarify the current rules and/or and wording to specifically cover equine-footwear in the dressage ring:

The USEA Rules for Eventing in general, and the section EV115 Saddlery, section 2. DRESSAGE TEST in particular, is silent in all matters regarding horse 
footwear (hoofwear). There is no mention of nail-on or glue-on shoes, pads, wedges, studs or anything else regarding footwear. Unfortunately, part “e.” in this 
section states, in part, “... any kind of boots … are, under penalty of elimination, strictly forbidden.” Many (most) organizers interpret “boots” to include 
hoofwear such as Easyboots, Old Macs, Renegades and similar products. This poses a direct and unreasonable advantage to shod horses over barefoot 
horses in many competition environments. For example, muddy or hard-packed, grass dressage rings are slippery; a shod horse has many stud-options which 
afford them better traction in those environments than a barefoot horse. Alternately, a sand ring with many small rocks, poses very little risk to a horse who is 
shod with full pads, where, under the current rules, riders and trainers of barefoot or plainly-shod horses cannot do anything to protect their horses from injury.

POTENTIAL IMPACT

Should have no impact on anyone except those competitors who choose to maintain their horses as barefoot
competitors.

LINKED RULES/COMMENTS

Web: equine footwear
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