
How to Easily 
Create Puzzle 
and Activity 

Books!



Why Puzzle and Activity 
Books Should Matter 

to YOU!

There	   are	  just	  a	  few	   types	   of	  books	   that	  that	  
have	   stood	  the	  test	  of	   time.	  What	   is	  interesting	  
is	  that	  nearly	  ALL	  of	  them	  are	  LOW-‐CONTENT	  
books!	  
Many	   book	  trends	   come	  and	  go,	  but	  not	  THESE	  
types	   of	  books.	   Children’s	  Books,	   Journals,	  
Activity	  Books	   and	  Puzzle	   Books	  have	   been	  
evergreen	   for	  the	  past	  100+	  years	   and	   there	  is	  
NO	   sign	  of	  that	  changing	  anytime	   soon!

As	   you	  know,	  helping	  others	  create	   and	  
illustrate	  their	  OWN	  Children’s	  Books	   has	   been	  
important	  to	  me.	  The	   skills	  I’ve	  taught	  have	  
empowered	  MANY	   authors	   to	  finally	  make	  
their	  stories	   and	  creativity	  available	   to	  inspire	  
the	  imaginations	   of	  children	  everywhere.	   And	  
my	  wife,	  Kristen	  Joy,	  has	  seen	   amazing	   success	  
guiding	  her	  students	   to	  create	   awesome	  
journals	  of	  all	  types.

One	   of	  my	  fondest	  memories	   as	   a	  teenager	   was	  
the	  times	   I	  spent	   creating	  and	   solving	   puzzles.	   I	  
loved	  designing	  mazes	   (and	   trying	  to	  solve	  
them)	   as	  well	  as	  many	  other	   types	   of	  puzzles,	  
including	  cryptograms,	  word	  searches,	   logic	  
puzzles	   and	  more!	  I’m	  just	  as	   passionate	   about	  
puzzles	   today	  as	  I	  was	   then,	  and	  that’s	  why	  this	  
next	  step	  of	  the	  creative	  journey	  is	  going	  to	  be	  
a	  blast…for	  me,	   but	  more	   so	  for	  YOU!

In	  my	  brand-‐new,	   upcoming	  training,	  “Make	  
Activity	  Books,”	  we	  are	  going	   to	  journey	  DEEP	  
into	  the	  fun	  world	  of	  Puzzle	   and	  Activity	  Books.	  
Over	   the	  course	   of	  the	  4	  Modules,	   you	  will	  
discover	  the	  BEST	   strategies	   for	  creating	  your	  
OWN	  puzzles…even	   if	  you’ve	  never	   created	  
them	  before.

We	  will	  dive	  into	  the	  best	  software	   options,	  dig	  
around	  in	  the	  puzzle	   secrets	   of	   the	  Public	  
Domain	  and	  explore	   simple,	  easy	   methods	   you	  
can	  use	   to	  design	   puzzles	   from	  scratch.	  Here	   is	  
a	  list	  of	   the	  types	   of	  puzzles	   you’ll	  learn	  how	  to	  
create:

We	  will	  also	  cover	   how	  to	  design	   and	   publish	  
your	  puzzle	   books,	  the	  best	  marketing	  
strategies	   to	  use	   and	  MUCH	   more!	  I	  hope	  you’ll	  
join	  me	  in	  this	  new	  adventure	   of	   creating	  Puzzle	  
and	  Activity	  books!

You	  can	  register	  HERE:	  
http://makeactivitybooks.com

Word	  Search
Crossword Puzzles
Sudoku
Mazes
Cryptograms

Ciphers
Tangrams
Logic Puzzles
Mathematical Puzzles
Brain	  Teasers

Riddles
Anagrams
Rebus
Dot-‐to-‐Dot
Origami

BTW…the	  next	  few	  pages	  showcase	   a	  few	  examples	  of	  puzzles	   you’ll	   learn	  how	  to	  
create!	  These	  are	  very	  easy	  to	  create	  once	  you	  understand	  the	  process!



It’s Easy to Create a Simple 
Maze That Looks Great!

Each	  maze	   can	  be	  created	  with	  varying	  degrees	   of	   difficulty.

You	  can	  register	  HERE:	   http://makeactivitybooks.com



Find Your Way Through 
the Stegosaurus Maze!

You	   can	  ALSO	   create	  mazes	   based	   on	  shapes	   of	  all	  types…like	   dinosaurs.	  
Of	   course,	  you’re	  not	  just	  locked	  into	  B&W.

You	  can	  register	  HERE:	   http://makeactivitybooks.com



Find Your Way Through 
the Stegosaurus Maze!

You	  can	  register	  HERE:	   http://makeactivitybooks.com



Find Your Favorite
Dinosaurs!

Tyrannosaurus	   Rex

Triceratops

Velociraptor

Stegosaurus

Spinosaurus

Archaeopteryx

Brachiosaurus

Allosaurus

Apatosaurus

Dilophosaurus

Brontosaurus

Parasaurolophus

Giganotosaurus

Brachiosaurus

Pterodactylus

You	  can	  register	  HERE:	   http://makeactivitybooks.com



Activity Pages Using 
Public Domain Content! 

You	  can	  register	  HERE:	   http://makeactivitybooks.com



Test Your Dinosaur
Knowledge!

ACROSS
6.	  Which	  dinosaur	  had	  the	  greatest	  known	  length	  at	  39-‐52	  
meters?
7.	  What	  dinosaur	  had	  the	  tiniest	  brain	  and	  was	  the	  dumbest	  
dinosaur	  of	  all?
11.	  The	  earliest	  named	  dinosaur	  found	  so	  far.
12.	  A	  person	  who	  studies	  fossils	  and	  prehistoric	  life	  such	  as	  
dinosaurs	  is	  known	  as	  a	  what?
13.	  Name	  for	  meat-‐eating	  dinosaurs	  which	  means	  “beast-‐
footed.”
14.	  Apatosaurus	  is	  also	  widely	  known	  by	  what	  other	  name?
15.	  The	  name	  of	  the	  first	  dinosaur	  that	  appeared	  around	  225	  or	  
230	  million	  years	  ago.

DOWN
1.	  The	  sail-‐backed	  Dimetrodon existed	  during	  which	  prehistoric	  
period?
2.	  Which	  dinosaur	  had	  three	  strongly	  curved	  claws,	  which	  were	  
similar	  in	  construction	  and	  flexibility	  to	  the	  wing	  bones	  of	  
modern	  birds?
3.	  What	  is	  the	  biggest	  known	  predatory	  marine	  creature	   in	  the	  
history	  of	  Earth?
4.	  Which	  dinosaur	  has	  a	  name	  that	  literally	  means,	  “First	  
Horned	  Face”?
5.	  What	  prehistoric	  fish	  that	  was	  believed	  to	  be	  extinct	  was	  
rediscovered	  in	  1938	  off	  the	  coast	  of	  South	  Africa?
8.	  One	  of	  the	  largest	  flesh-‐eating	  land	  animals	  ever.
9.	  What	  does	  the	  word	  “Dinosaur”	  mean?
10.	  How	  many	  horns	  did	  Triceratops	  have?

You	  can	  register	  HERE:	   http://makeactivitybooks.com



Crazy Dinosaur Anagrams

Below	   you’ll	  find	  5	  anagrams.	   Each	   phrase	  represents	   a	  different	   dinosaur.	  See	   if	  you	  can	  
unscramble	   the	   letters	   to	  discover	   which	  dinosaurs	  are	  hiding!

Ruinous Goat Gas: _______________________ 

Priest Actor : _______________________ 

Has Curious Bra : _______________________ 

Soup Should Air : ________________________ 

Adopts Cruelty : _______________________ 

You	  can	  register	  HERE:	   http://makeactivitybooks.com



It’s All in the Numbers!

Puzzle	   #1 Puzzle	   #2

Puzzle	   #3 Puzzle	   #4

You	  can	  register	  HERE:	   http://makeactivitybooks.com



Creating Complex Puzzles 
Is Easier Than You Think!

This	  is	  a	  puzzle	   I	  created	   years	   ago	   as	  a	   clue	  for	  a	  much	  larger	   puzzle	   project	  called,	  “ The	  Old	  
Fisherman’s	   Net.”	   It	  really	  demonstrates	   how	  creative	   you	  can	  get	  with	  your	  puzzle	   design!	  
For	  your	  reference,	   I’ve	  added	   the	  original	  puzzle	   and	  all	  of	  the	  puzzle	   clues	   I	  created	   for	  
“ The	  Old	  Fisherman’s	   Net”	   at	  the	  end	   of	  this	  PDF.

You	  can	  register	  HERE:	   http://makeactivitybooks.com



The Sky Is the Limit!

As	  you	  can	  see	   from	  the	  included	   examples,	   there	   is	  a	  LOT	  of	  room	  for	  creativity	   and	  
niche	   focus	  using	  the	   different	  types	   of	  puzzles.	  Whether	   you’re	  interested	   in	  creating	  
Puzzle	  and	  Activity	   Books	  for	  Adults	  or	  Children,	  this	  training	  will	  show	  you	  EXACTLY	   how	  
to	  succeed	   with	  them.

You	  can	  register	  for	  the	  course	  using	  the	  link	  below.	   Please	   also	  note	  that	   the	  
introductory	  pricing	  ends	  soon,	  so	  don’t	  miss	  out!

All	  the	  Details	  Are	  HERE:	  http://makeactivitybooks.com
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T h e  P u b l i c  D o m a i n  E x p e rt

Puzzle Challenge!
��

O n the pages that follow, you will find a revised and updated verion of the story,

The Old Fisherman’s Net, which was originally introduced in the print edition of

the Public Domain Code Book.  The original puzzle included in the Code Book

was never solved and the contest came to an end in July 2006. The story tells the tale of a

great secret that’s being passed on for the first time from an old fisherman to his grandson,

Thomas. This secret, when revealed, details a hidden location containing “great wealth.”

More specifically, the page of numbers referred to in the story (also known as the puzzle)

represents an actual code that reveals the “location” of special items awaiting the solver of

the puzzle. What are these special items, you ask? Well, it’s an amazing collection of mar-

keting products that will include copies of some of my products, great e-books, websites,

Public Domain materials, and a whole bunch of QUALITY goodies..

About the Puzzle

The puzzle consists of 12 rows and 12 columns of numbers, for a total of 144 charac-

ters, and, when decoded, offers a set of instructions that direct you to a secret website

where you will be able to claim your secret downloads. While the puzzle is not easy, its

design is based on a common encryption technique that is based in the Public Domain (are

your surprised?). Included in the back of this document are five clues to help you in your

quest to solve the puzzle. Some clues are obvious, others will be more covert. There are also

clues within the story itself. 

Good Luck!



I n t r o d u c i n g . . .

The 

Old Fisherman’s Net 

Puzzle Challenge

© 2016 Tony Laidig MakeActivityBooks.com



The old fisherman’s Net

��

Recently I was looking through some old
books at one of my favorite used book
stores, Wonder Books, when I came

across a volume that caught my attention.
It was an average-looking old book.
There was no fancy cover or guilding on
it, unless you consider a tan cloth cover
with red block letters for the title to be fancy. I
don’t normally give a second glance to novels...they’re not my “thing.”
But something seemed familiar about this particular book...like I had read it before
or heard about it somewhere...yet I was sure I had never seen it, much less read it. 

As I began to flip through the pages, I came across a drawing that really
piqued my curiosity. It was an image of the earth wrapped with a fisherman’s net.
I thought the picture was quite fitting, considering the title of the book, but it still
seemed out of place for a book written in 1898. Intrigued, I began to read the pre-
ceding page. Maybe they will mention this net-covered earth in the text, I
thought. Little did I know that what I would read next would challenge my think-
ing at every level. Here is an excerpt of that text from page 47 of The Old
Fisherman’s Net:

As the old fisherman gathered his fish-filled net back onto the boat, he

thought about the story in Scripture where Jesus told Peter to cast his net on

© 2016 Tony Laidig MakeActivityBooks.com
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the other side of the boat, and how the catch was so great it almost sunk the

boat. A grin spread across his face because he knew that he too had been

blessed. “Keep pulling, Thomas,” he yelled to his grandson. “We’re almost

done.” As the old fisherman looked at all the fish flopping in his net, his mind

drifted back once more to the old Bible stories and the parallels Jesus drew

between fish and men. “Fishers of men,” he thought. “We are all connected

in more ways than we realize.” 

I was really curious now. I had shared that old man’s thought with so many
others as well. We are all connected in more ways than we realize. I continued
to read. 

The old fisherman and his grandson settled into the boat’s cabin for sup-

per. It had been an exciting day of catching fish and they were tired. But now

it was time to enjoy some of the fruits of their labor—fresh fish. As they sat

there, quietly eating, the old fisherman watched his grandson, proud of the

young man he had become. “I think it’s time he learns about the secret,” he

mused as he drank the last of his coffee. Yes, it was time.

“Thomas, I have a secret to tell you,” he began. “This secret was told to

me by my Grandmother, Celia Connally, when I was about your age.”

“What kind of secret is it, Grandpa?” Thomas asked.

“Well, Thomas, it’s a wonderful secret about buried treasure and the

future of the world.”

What the heck?! Secrets? Buried treasure? The future of the world? Well, I
thought, it IS a novel after all. Authors always wrote about stuff like this. And
I admit, I have always been a sucker for a good treasure hunt. Since I didn’t

The Old Fisherman’s Net
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really have to BE anywhere, I found an empty chair over in the corner of the
store, sat down, and continued on with the story.

Thomas’s face lit up with excitement. “You found a buried treasure,

Grandpa?” The old fisherman chuckled. He had found a treasure, yes, but not

the kind Thomas was thinking. “No Thomas,” he continued, “I’m not talking

about an old pirate’s treasure. This is something even more special. The secret

I want to share with you is about something in the future...a new way of life.

It hasn’t happened yet, but it will.”

I mused, “The secret is ‘Buy oil stocks, Thomas’...you’ll be a billionaire in no
time, especially with gas selling at $3 per gallon these days.”

The old fisherman walked over to the old, wooden cupboard in his cabin.

Opening the door, he reached in and pulled out an old globe. It didn’t have any

navigational value to it, but he loved having it there with him. It was his

Grandmother’s globe and the old fisherman loved to reminisce about the first

time he had seen it. It was the night when his grandmother told him the secret.

Now he was going to continue the heritage.

“Thomas, go up on the deck and bring me one of those nets. I want to

show you something.” Thomas ran up the ladder, grabbed the net that was

full of fish earlier, and headed back down into the warm cabin below. After

handing his Grandpa the net, Thomas sat down on the side of his bunk. What

could his Grandpa have to share that was SO secret...especially using a globe

and a net? 

I was curious too.

Revealing the Secret
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The Old Fisherman’s Net

The old fisherman proceeded to wrap the net around the

globe, then sat down on the bunk beside Thomas.

“Thomas, there is coming a day when the entire world

will be covered with a net, just like this globe. I know it

sounds probably sounds strange to you and doesn’t make

much sense, but this net-covered globe is the foundation to

the secret my Grandmother told me, and that I’m now sharing

with you.”

Thomas felt a bit disappointed and somewhat confused. “Maybe Grandpa

was working too hard today in catching all those fish. After all, he is pretty

old, he thought.” 

“Do you have any questions Thomas?” the old fisherman asked.

“I do have a couple questions, Grandpa...actually, lots of questions,”

Thomas responded. “How can you put a net around the whole earth? And,

what is the net for? And, where did your Grandmother hear such a strange

story? And...”

“Hold on just a minute, Thomas,” the old fisherman said, laughing. “Let’s

take these one at a time. First of all, I don’t know how you would put a net

around the entire earth. I thought it sounded as strange as you do, but I believed

my Grandmother and what she shared. Perhaps it would help you understand

things a little better if I explained how she learned the secret. Okay?”

“Okay,” said Thomas. “I was wondering that anyway.”

The old fisherman began, “When my grandmother was around your age, she

fell deathly ill. Her parents didn’t think she would live. For several days she had
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Revealing the Secret

a high fever and was in a coma. Then a miracle happened...one morning she

awoke completely well. It was as if she had never been sick. But she had

changed...she was different.”

“How was she different, Grandpa? What happened to her?”

Well, during the time she was sick with the fever, she had an experience

where she saw many things, kind of like a vision I suppose. She left this earth

and was shown  what would happen in the future.”

“You mean she went to heaven?”

“I guess you could call it that, Thomas. All my Grandmother said was that she

went somewhere else and saw many incredible things. When my Grandmother

woke up completely well, she knew things that didn’t make sense. She remem-

bered pictures that were confusing to her.”

“And the globe in the net was one of those pictures?”

“Yes, Thomas, it was. But she also remembered something about the net

itself. She was told that the knots tied in the net represented connecting

places, gathering places, for all kinds of knowledge. And as you can see,

Thomas, the knots from the net cover the globe.”

Thomas fingered a knot in the net curiously. “What kind of knowledge

would you find at those spots, Grandpa?”

The old fisherman looked down at the globe, then looked straight into

Thomas’s eyes. “I asked my Grandmother that same question. She said that she

was told the knowledge found at the knots would represent the wisdom of the

ages...secrets from the foundations of the earth. She said that people would be

able to find answers to all sorts of questions on any subject they could think of.”
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The Old Fisherman’s Net

My mind was racing. This guy is describing the Internet...in 1898! He’s talk-
ing about ‘The Net.’ Wait a minute...is this a novel, or did the author really have
some sort of “visitation” or something? I also wondered if he gave up any more
“secrets.” I started to flip through the pages. Show me something, Grandpa.
Give me a clue to what you have up your sleeve. Bingo! At page 112 I stopped in
total shock at what I saw. It was a page of numbers...rows and rows of numbers.
“It’s a code!” I exclaimed aloud. But a code to what? I started scanning the pre-
vious page for a clue about “the code.” “There...in the middle of page 110. Tell
me what it is, Grandpa!

Just then, the old fisherman pulled an old, folded-up piece of paper from

his shirt pocket and handed it to Thomas. “I want to show you this, Thomas.

It’s a key to unlocking the secret of the net.”

“It doesn’t look like a key...what’s on it?”

“Open it up...carefully...and find out for yourself.”

Thomas slowly unfolded the yellowed paper. The edges were frayed and

obviously worn with age. Thomas could tell that it had been opened and

folded many times before this one...his FIRST time. As he gently opened the

paper, it yielded a new mystery: The paper was covered from top to bottom

and from left to right with numbers, all in perfect rows and columns.

“They’re numbers!” Thomas exclaimed. “What do they mean, Grandpa?

Tell me what they mean!”

The old fisherman looked down at the paper, then up at Thomas. “I don’t

know what they mean, Thomas. My Grandmother never told me because she

didn’t know either. She just wrote them down after her experience so she

wouldn’t forget them, but she never knew what they meant.”



© 2016 Tony Laidig MakeActivityBooks.com

Revealing the Secret

“Where did the numbers come from, Grandpa? Did someone over there tell

them to her?”

“They were written on a parchment my Grandmother was handed while

she was at that other place. The voice told her to memorize the numbers

because they were the key to the secrets of the universe and to great wealth.”

“Great wealth?” Thomas asked.

Great wealth? I echoed silently. What is this book? Who is this author? And
why am I sitting here reading this...right here, right now? The whole story seemed
so strangely familiar, yet I KNEW I had never seen this book before. I WAS con-
nected to this book though...somehow. It was beginning to seem as if all the
forces of the Universe were working together to connect me to it. But why? I was
even starting to wonder if I hadn’t actually found the book at all, but that the
book had instead found me. I know that sounds very “Twilight Zone,” but I can’t
think of a better way to describe it. Let’s see if the old fisherman can shed any
more light on this wealth.

“Yes, Thomas...that’s what my Grandmother told me the voice said...great

wealth.”

“So have you figured out what the numbers mean, Grandpa? Have you dis-

covered the great wealth?”

“Thomas...I am an old man now, but I have devoted my entire life to figuring

out the meaning of those numbers. It’s actually why I became a fisherman. I fig-

ured that since a fishing net was used in the picture my Grandmother saw, maybe

the answer was somehow related to fishing. I even thought that perhaps the num-

bers were navigational coordinates that would take me right to where the wealth

was hidden, but they haven’t. And now, I don’t know anymore about the numbers
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The Old Fisherman’s Net

today than I did 60 years ago. So now it’s your turn, Thomas. It’s up to you to

figure out the meaning of the numbers.”

“Can’t you give me anymore hints, Grandpa?” Thomas asked, feeling

quite overwhelmed.

“I’ve told you all I know...all my Grandmother told me,” the old fisherman

responded. “She said that the numbers reveal a location...coordinates to where

you can find great wealth and the secrets of the universe. That’s all I know,

Thomas. Are you up for the challenge?”

Thomas nodded solemnly, “I will figure this out, Grandpa...I promise!”

“Good, Thomas...very good. I know you will. Why don’t we turn in for the

night? We have another big day ahead of us tomorrow.”

“All right, Grandpa,” Thomas responded, knowing full well he would not

be sleeping much...he would be thinking about the numbers...

I bought the book and headed home. I, like Thomas, could not stop thinking
about the numbers. What did they mean? What do they represent? Do they real-
ly lead to great wealth, or is the book really just a novel? Time would tell.

Wondrous Wealth Welcomes 

Worthy Warriors Who Win 

Wisdom Within the Web. 



The secret numbers I saw...

December 11, 1807

2028 192 4043 5111 433 44 6006 3140 658 4493 5803 305

1499 6818 2454 3687 8203 7462 19 1381 4777 5902 2293 1785

606 6503 7490 4024 5734 8256 2013 7089 8159 550 4695 8503

6005 8489 4253 3933 2054 6190 5538 707 1918 3378 2173 8195

314 1794 2152 6391 4705 2040 3199 1406 5867 713 891 5930

1585 5349 8463 8113 1902 14 7763 3506 8589 4429 3851 497

3096 363 5876 3576 623 5008 2802 3392 1719 239 905 1556

197 5751 2739 1803 8328 6579 3699 2301 5638 250 381 8023

5665 8037 712 7965 6069 3936 6359 3999 54 8545 4139 7026

7400 2589 8521 1628 1002 6803 971 5494 547 1417 3760 3312

1091 3613 86 369 5019 7328 5632 1693 2449 3701 1986 148

6138 1938 757 3808 5733 1204 5824 1661 3059 1877 145 3458
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Clue #1
Every part of the following image is potentially a clue. 

Some clues are important, others are red herrings.
Examine everything wisely!

© 2016 Tony Laidig MakeActivityBooks.com
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Clue #2
Clue #2 introduces a back story of sorts to the 

creation of the story, “The Old Fisherman's Net.” 
The strange thing about it, though, is that it's NOT

fiction, it's a part of my family history! 
Read carefully!



Spiritual Genetics

The “challenge” has been to solve the puzzle that’s contained in the story, “The Old

Fisherman’s Net.” What I haven’t told anyone, however, is how the story came to me in

the first place and why knowing that even matters. It’s just a story, right?! Well, maybe not.

What I am slowly beginning to realize is that this story might be more than just a clever

tale written as part of a marketing plan for one of my products. As weird as it sounds, I’m

starting to wonder if this story may actually have literal connections to my past. I

know…that’s impossible, right? Keep reading…

The Coded Story

What follows here is a somewhat bizarre story that is still unfolding. I hesitate to share

some of this story for a few reasons: Partly because it involves personal areas of my own

life, as well as that of my family; and partly due to the strange nature of it all. But it IS

unexplainably connected to “The Old Fisherman’s Net,” so for that reason alone, I will take

you along with me on this adventure of discovering myself. This journey will take us very

quickly through my genetic past, through time, genealogy, treasure hunting and the Public

Domain in search of clues and hints to what is REALLY going on.

I’m still in the midst of researching and verifying things right now. But I’ll start with what

I’ve discovered so far. I will warn you though…this is getting kind of spooky weird, but at

the same time, very exhilarating…at least for me. For the sake of length, I will break up

this life story—this mystery—into sections. As new information comes to light, I will add to

what’s already disclosed here.

The Story Begins in New Jersey…or Does It?

In March of 2005, my family and I were invited to a church in Southern New Jersey to train

their Missions team for an outreach they had planned on one of the Mohawk Reservations

in Upstate New York. They wanted to connect with the people and to build relationships in

a good way, and so they invited us to help them with that. As some of you may know,

Deborah and I often do this type of training and teaching through Healing the Land, our

non-profit organization for Native Americans. We taught for six hours and had a great time

with the people there.
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After we left the church, we went back to the hotel to change clothes and freshen up. The

church had provided a room for us in the Pier 4 hotel, which is located right on the bay in

Somers Point. Our room had an amazing view of the bay. After relaxing for a while, we

decided to grab dinner at Mack and Manco’s, makers of the BEST pizza in South Jersey!

As we were exiting the hotel, the story for “The Old Fisherman’s Net” suddenly down-

loaded into my thoughts, nearly complete and without warning. I wasn’t thinking about any

kind of story…except the one of me eating my favorite pizza. It came so strongly that it

stopped me dead in my tracks. I’ve had many interesting experiences before, but none that

involved stories like this. My wife looked at me with that, “Will you come on, I’m hungry,”

look on her face. So I gathered myself a bit and headed over to join them at the car.

On our way to the pizza shop, I told her about the story I received, and she loved it. I thought it

was pretty good too, so when we got back to the room, I fired up the laptop and typed it out.

Later, my friend Jeanette (editor extraordinaire) did an edit on it for me to improve the grammar

and the story’s structure. It was originally included in the print release of the Public Domain

Code Book, and is now a part of the Christmas Challenge. End of story…or so I thought…

While we were there in Southern New Jersey, I took quite a few photos of the area, of our

presentation and my family. Just one week later, while on my way to the Big Seminar in

Atlanta, both my digital camera and my video camera were stolen while going through air-

port security. All the New Jersey pictures were still on the data cards in the camera. I

never saw them again. I never considered that a “random act” like this could have anything

to do with “The Old Fisherman’s Net,” or with my past. It wasn’t until recently that I started

to believe differently. Keep reading… 

What’s in a Name?
A few of you know that I am a genealogy research addict. I’ve put thousands of hours into

researching my family lines. My mother’s family was Cherokee and I’ve traced many of

those family lines to Tennessee, Georgia, Kansas and North Carolina. Some of my

Cherokee relations even walked the Trail of Tears. During my research I even discovered

that I’m related, in a sense, to Sesame Street (grin) One of my Cherokee ancestors had

children whose names were Big Bird, Little Bird and Sugar.

My father’s family, however, has proven a lot more difficult to research. My Great

Grandmother, Alice Shore, got pregnant with my Grandmother, Helen, out of wedlock.
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While she was still carrying my grandmother, she met and married my Great Grandfather,

Samuel Laidig. Samuel adopted my Grandmother at birth, giving her his last name—

Laidig. Then, when Grammy (my grandmother) was 17 or 18, she worked as a housekeep-

er for a doctor and his wife near her home. One day while my grandmother was cleaning

at the house, Ed (the doc) forced himself on her. His wife was unable to bear children and

he said he wanted a son, one way or another. The acts of that day resulted in the concep-

tion of a “son,” my father, who, when born, received the last name of my grandmother—the

adopted name of “Laidig.” This man, Ed Stinson, my blood grandfather, has long since

passed away. My Dad never knew him, having only seen him from a distance just once.

It is THIS family line, Edgar’s family line, which I have never had success in tracing. And it

appears now that, for reasons I don’t fully understand, this family line is providing much

more to my genetic history than I ever anticipated. Through this family line, a connection to

“The Old Fisherman’s Web” is being revealed in some very unconventional ways.

Remember Thomas in the story? He may not be a “fictitious” character after all! 

The “Philosophical” Chapter

There is a company that uses and offers more Public Domain materials for sale and for

research than any other company I know. They not only utilize old books, but also govern-

ment resources, old photographs, newspaper and magazine info, bibliographies, passen-

ger logs—you name it, they’re using it. I’ve also spent more money to access this compa-

ny’s Public Domain information than I have with any other. The company I’m talking about

is MyFamily.com, owners of Ancestry.com and Genealogy.com. These two websites are

the two largest subscription-based genealogy websites on the net. The sites are huge and

provide access to millions of all types of records, most of which are in the public domain. If

you are serious about doing family research, you have to join one of these servic-

es…period. Access to the searchable census records is worth the price of admission.

Suffice it to say that genealogy is BIG business, and it’s easy to understand why….

People want to know where they come from. They want to know the stories of their ances-

tor’s lives. That knowledge provides a sense of belonging, a frame of reference for what

THEIR purpose is for life. My drive for doing genealogy research on my families came

from a somewhat different perspective. Sure, I wanted to know where I came from, and I

wanted to connect with my Native heritage, but I also wanted more.
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I recognized through observation that, in the universe, power seems to flow through 
branches, and that power can exponentially increase or decrease through the cumulative 
or distributive effects of branching. Think about the myriad of examples for branching just 
in creation alone: rivers, lightning, trees, plants, wind current patterns, coral growth, 
snowflakes, etc. We see it in man-made systems as well, like roads, cities, communica-

tions, the Internet and so on. And finally, think about our bodies…our circulatory, nervous, 
and respiratory systems, the evolution of our languages, how we build relationships, AND 
the one I want to look at here, our reproduction (ancestral family trees). All these examples 
are based on some form of branching. To say that this universal principle intrigues me 
would be a huge understatement.

When it comes to your “family tree,” you cannot help but ask the question…how much of 
your ancestral past actually resides in you? And I’m not just talking about having 
Grandpa’s eyes. Is there a spiritual connection? And to push even deeper, are the cumula-

tive knowledge and experiences of your ancestors somehow resident in you—like an 
imprint—in your DNA or in your sub-conscience? These are questions I’ve pondered 
because I’ve had reason to…

“I’m remembering things that I didn’t experience.” At least, I do not recall experiencing 
them. Anyone know a good hypnotist?

By now, you might be wondering, “How does all this philosophical ‘blubber’ have anything 
to do with the Public Domain and ‘The Old Fisherman’s Web’?” Well…perhaps quite a 
bit…that’s what I’m trying to figure out. Some of the things I’ve uncovered in my research 
seem to point to something rather strange—that the story of “The Old Fisherman’s 
Web” may have actually happened in MY family’s ancestral past, and the download I 

received in New Jersey was actually just a family memory being brought back to my 

remembrance. This idea might be outside your belief system and it may even make you a 

bit uncomfortable…you should try experiencing it if you want to talk about being 

uncomfortable. Just try to keep an open mind and stay with me on this. In other words, 

don’t burn me at the stake just yet. I’ll present the evidence and you can judge for yourself.

In the next “chapter,” I’ll begin to share some of what I’ve uncovered in my Dad’s family 
tree that has caused me to consider this “out there” line of reasoning. I think you’re going 
to get a kick out of it.
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The First Clues Revealed

A few months back, I was out to breakfast with my Dad and we were reminiscing about

some of the things we did together as I was growing up. One detail you need to know

about me is that I have always been a person of questions…it used to drive my mother

crazy. I always questioned everything. A lot of the questions came from the books I read,

like Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes books (I loved The Hound of the

Baskervilles), and some of the other classics as well, especially the strange, fantasy sto-

ries, like A Journey to the Center of the Earth by Jules Verne, and Alice’s Adventures in

Wonderland by Lewis Carroll. I was caught up with the mystery of those stories and the

methodologies for solving the secrets within them. They made me curious and helped me

realize that things are not always what they seem. As a result, Dad and I would literally

spend most Sunday afternoons after lunch debating a variety of bizarre topics, from the

Book of Revelation and the end of the world to unsolved mysteries like the Bermuda

Triangle, Stonehedge, the Coral Castle and UFO’s (other stories for another time). It really

helped me hone my skills as a teacher…and often left me with more questions.

As we talked about “the good ole’ days,” Dad asked me if I remembered “the old place in

Upper Strasburg”. Of course I did! I spent my teenage years growing up in that house. I

loved it there. It was a small house that was built around a 1760’s log cabin. In the kitchen

and living room, you could still see the support beams for the second story. My bedroom

growing up was originally a porch…an old cistern still existed under the floor where my

bed was located.

As I sat there with Dad thinking about that old house and the good times we had there, I

suddenly had a “moment”…a synchronicity of sorts. I remembered our living room there

and its décor, and, as those images came back to me, my mind began to connect things

that I had never connected before.

The living room was not very large and had low ceilings due to the old log beams, but the

most prominent feature of its décor was the theme of the décor…NAUTICAL. Dad loved tall

ships and everything to do with sailing, and the living room reflected that. It was like living in

a nautical museum. Everywhere you looked, there were models of tall ships, rigging and pul-

leys, old fishing nets and anchors, lighthouses and all kinds of sea shells. Oddly enough,

many of those items were purchased as gifts from me when I lived in southern New Jersey

back in the 1980’s. I had always thought Dad’s fascination with all things nautical was just his

“thing to collect.” I never paid much attention to it from any other perspective, until now. I

never wondered why Dad was drawn to nautical things, especially considering my Dad has
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never sailed, never lived by the ocean, and as far as I know, neither has anyone else in my

family. It’s funny how simple events can cause one to see things in a completely new way.

That day with its memories and realizations became the foundational clues that caused

me to consider that there might be more to the “story” than I realized. You begin to wonder

how many “coincidences” one needs before they catch your attention. I guess I’m amazed

at just how dense I can be sometimes. In the next entry, I will share some other “clues”

that came from that breakfast meeting with Dad.

Addressing the Unaddressable

If there is one topic avoid with Dad, it’s talking about his father. Even though Dad turned

66 this year, his life still reflects the consequences of a “choice” made by a desperate man

back in 1941. 

As I stated earlier, Dad grew up not knowing his father, having only seen him from a dis-

tance once while shopping with his mother, my grandmother. He was raised by his grand-

mother, Alice (Mum Mum to me), because his mother moved “over the mountain” to find

work and to get away from “him”…the man who fathered my dad. That one act set so

many things into motion through my family…emotionally devastating things…that I can

even see the results of it in my own children. But at the same time, I cannot help but think

that had it not been for that criminal act of rape, I would not be here today. It can be very

difficult to wrap your brain around thought patterns like that.

Knowing the story helps me realize WHY things were the way they were while growing up,

but being the questioner I am, I wanted to know more. Dad reluctantly shared what he

knew about his father, which was very little…his father’s name, some of his physical fea-

tures, what he did for a living, and when he died. That day at breakfast, I listened as he

recounted the painful stories from his youth once again…of growing up on the farm with-

out his mother…or a father. I knew these stories by heart and somewhat from experience

having lived through the results of those stories my entire life. Yet, there was something

still intriguing about them, something mysterious. What drove my Grandfather to do what

he did? Was it really a deep desire for a son or was it something else…fate? 

I pondered those questions quite often over the years and it compelled me to know more.

What I would discover, is that finding out “MORE” would be very hard to come by, at least
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initially. The only other person I knew who knew “more” was my grandmother, Grammy. 
The thought of asking her to recount such painful events from 66 years ago made me very 
uneasy. But as nervous as I was, I HAD to know, and after consulting with my mother, I 
decided to call my Grandmother. The call went well, but the firestorm that followed caused 
me to re-think my curiosity…but only for a moment. In the next installment, I share what 
Grammy disclosed on that call. I also share about the events that transpired afterward 
including a confrontation with my aunt that led to a breakthrough in my research and a 
partial confirmation of my suspicions.

For a special video addition to the story that picks up where I leave off here, go to the 
address provided below. 

http://tonylaidig.com/grandfather-clue/
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Clue #3
Clue #3, if properly discerned, will confirm your 
suspicions on which path is the correct path to 

take toward the puzzle's solution!



© 2016 Tony Laidig MakeActivityBooks.com



© 2016 Tony Laidig MakeActivityBooks.com

Clue #4
Clue #4 reveals for the first time, part of the secret 

message decoded for your puzzle-solving efforts. 
Only one more clue remains...



The secret numbers I saw...

December 11, 1807

2028 192 4043 5111 433 44 A 3140 658 4493 5803 305

1499 6818 2454 3687 8203 7462 19 1381 4777 5902 2293 1785

606 6503 V E R Y 2013 7089 8159 550 4695 8503

6005 8489 4253 3933 2054 6190 5538 707 1918 3378 2173 8195

314 1794 2152 6391 4705 2040 3199 1406 5867 713 891 5930

1585 5349 8463 8113 1902 14 7763 3506 8589 4429 3851 497

3096 363 5876 3576 623 5008 2802 3392 1719 239 905 F

197 5751 2739 1803 8328 6579 3699 2301 5638 250 381 A

D 8037 712 7965 6069 3936 6359 3999 54 8545 4139 I

7400 E 8521 1628 1002 6803 971 5494 547 1417 3760 R

1091 3613 E 369 5019 7328 5632 1693 2449 3701 1986 148

6138 1938 757 D 5733 1204 5824 1661 3059 1877 145 3458
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Clue #5
For Clue #5, I've invited guest expert, Bulliana Jones 
(Indy was busy), to reveal some great tips to help you 
with your puzzle solving skills. Bulliana will also reveal 

the 5th and final clue. Good Luck!
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How I created 
“the Old Fisherman’s 

Net” Puzzle!
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Why Puzzle and Activity 
Books Should Matter 

to YOU!

In	  my	  2006	  book,	  Public	  Domain	  Code	  Book,	  I	  
included	  a	  puzzle	   that	  to	  date,	  no	  one	   has	  been	  
able	   to	  solve.	   I	  didn’t	  intend	  to	  include	  a	  puzzle,	  
but	  the	   story	  came	   to	  me	   as	  an	   instant	  mental	  
download.	  The	   puzzle	   is	  part	  of	  the	  story—the	  
main	  character	   is	  given	   a	  puzzle	   to	  solve	  in	  order	  
to	  find	  treasure—but	   the	  actual	  puzzle	   didn’t	  
come	   to	  me	   right	  away.	   I	  had	  to	  create	   a	  puzzle	  
that	  if	  solved	  would	  take	  people	   to	  treasure,	   an	  
online	  treasure.	   So,	  I	  had	   to	  create	   a	  message	   that	  
would	  be	  hidden	  in	  that	  code.

The	   puzzle	   is	  numerically	  keyed	   to	  a	  text	  where	  
each	   letter	  of	  the	  text	  is	  assigned	   a	  number.	  

Basically,	  you	  take	   a	  text	  of	  something,	   say
The	  Declaration	  of	  Independence,	   and	  start
numbering	   every	   letter	  in	  the	  text	  and	  then	   you
reassign—a	   numeric	  cipher.	  For	  example,	   the
story	  starts	  with	  the	  letter	  “R”	  so	  I	  would	  go	  to	  my	  
key	  text,	  The	  Declaration	  of	  Independence,	   and	  
look	  for	  the	  letter	  “R,”	  take	  the	  corresponding	  
number	   assigned	   to	  that	  and	  write	  it	  down	  on	  my	  
puzzle	   sheet.

Now,	  you	  may	  look	  at	  the	  numbers	   here	   and	  think	  there	  are	   some	   really	  large	   numbers	   like	  8,256.	  
Did	  I	  really	  break	   down	  a	  book	  and	  number	   every	   letter	  out	  to	  eight	  or	  nine	  thousand.	  Yes	   and	  no.

There	   is	  a	   trick	  to	  it	  and	  I	  will	  explain	  it	  in	  case	   you	  ever	  want	  to	  do	  something	   like	  this.

I	  created	  a	  message	   using	  12	  rows	   and	  12
columns	  and	  coded	  it	  using	   a	  book	  key.	  The
number	   12	  and	  144	  are	   very	   significant	  numbers	  but	  mean	   nothing	  in	  terms	   of	  the	  story.	  One	   of	   the	  
things	  I	  like	  to	  do	  in	  a	  puzzle	   is	  create	   red	  herrings,	  misleading	  or	  distracting	  clues.	  The	   fact	  that	  the	  
old	  fisherman’s	   grandfather	   received	   this	  code	  while	  he	  was	   in	  “heaven”	  we’ll	  say,	  the	   number	  144	  
and	  12	  (tribes	  of	   Israel)	   are	  significant	  so	   I	  thought	  I	  would	  play	  off	  that.	  Ultimately,	  it	  has	   no	  bearing	  
on	  the	  story	  or	  the	  solution.
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Encoding the Message!
I	  chose	  a	   book	  and	  numbered	   EVERY	   letter	  in	  the	   book.	  I	  replaced	   the	  letters	   in	  the	  message
with	  corresponding	   numbers	   from	  that	  book.	  The	   book	  I	  chose	  was	  Alice’s	   Adventures	   in
Wonderland,	  one	   because	   it	  is	  one	  of	  my	  favorite	  books,	   and	  two	  because	   it	  is	  in	  the	  public	  domain.	  
There	   were	   also	  some	   fun	  options	  for	  playing	  from	  a	  puzzle-‐making	   perspective,	   references	   like	  “going	  
down	  the	  rabbit	  hole.”	  For	  the	  first	  time	  ever,	   I	  will	  reveal	   the	  secret	  message	   that	  hundreds	   have	  
attempted	   to	  solve.	   So	  here	   are	   the	  steps:

1. I	  downloaded	  a	   copy	  of	  Alice’s	  
Adventures	   from	  gutenberg.org.

2. With	  a	  quick	  search	   and	  replace,	   I	  
removed	   all	  spaces	   between	  words	  
and	  all	  punctuation.

3. I	  then	  imported	  the	  text	  into	  
Quark,	   the	  page	   layout	  program	  
(like	  InDesign)	   I	  was	   using	  at	  the	  
time,	  and	  enlarged	   the	   text	  so	  
there	  was	   only	  one	   letter	  per	  page	  
(right).

4. Then,	   I	  used	   automatic	  page	  
numbering	   so	  I	  wouldn’t	  have	  to	  
number	   all	  those	   pages	   myself.	   This	  
was	   the	  reason	   for	  using	   page	  
layout	  software	   to	  help	  me.	  I	  
needed	   a	  program	  that	  did	  auto	  
page	   numbering.

NOTE:	   This	   is	  a	   life-‐saving	   tip	  when	   it	  
comes	  to	  creating	  a	  cipher	  like	  this!

5. I	  scanned	   through	  the	   document	  to	  
make	   sure	   there	  was	  only	  one	  
letter	  per	  page.	   Sometimes,	   if	  for	  
example,	   an	  “i”	  and	  “l”	  were	   next	  
to	  each	   other	   in	  the	  text,	  there	  
were	   two	  letters	  on	  a	  page	   so	   I	  had	  
to	  fix	  that.

6. I	  created	  my	  message	   and	  wrote	  it	  
out	  tweaking	   it	  to	  fit	  into	  144	  
characters	   so	  it	  would	  fit	  into	  the	  
12	  rows	   x	  12	  columns:
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Encoding the Message!
7. Then,	   it	  was	   just	  a	  matter	  of	  replacing	  the	   letters	  with	  corresponding	   numbers	   from	  my	  Quark	   file.	  

This	  took	  some	   time	  but	  using	  Quark	  made	   a	  huge	  difference	   in	  time.	  I	  did	  a	  Command/ctrl	   F	  or	  
“Find”	  to	  look	  for	  a	  “Y.”	  It	  took	  me	   to	  a	   page	  where	   one	  was	  and	  I	  wrote	  down	  the	  number.	   I	  
repeated	   this	  to	  find	  an	  “O”	  and	  wrote	  down	  the	  number.	  I	  used	   some	   randomness	   and	  scattered	  
out	  the	  numbers	   so	  it	  was	   very	  diverse.	   In	  other	  words,	  I	  didn’t	  use	   the	  first	  A	  I	  found	  which	  would	  
have	   been	   “1”	  because	   people	   look	  for	  repeating	   patterns	  and	  I	  didn’t	  want	  to	  create	   a	   repeating	  
pattern	  in	  any	  form.	  I	  continued	  until	  my	  coded	  message	   was	  complete.

8. There	   are	  clues	  written	  into	  the	   story	  that	  hint	  to	  Alice’s	  Adventures	   in	  Wonderland	  but	  no	  one	  
picked	  it	  up.	  For	  example,	   the	  author ’s	   name	  on	  the	  book	  in	  the	  image	   is	  an	  anagram	   for	  Lewis	  
Carroll,	  the	  author	  of	  Alice’s	  Adventures.
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Puzzle Challenge Redux…
As	   clever	   as	  the	  puzzle	   was,	  ultimately,	  no	  one	  solved	   it.	  So	  a	  couple	  of	  years	   later	  I	  brought	  it	  out	  again	  
with	  a	  whole	  new	  series	   of	   clues.	  I	  had	   started	  a	  blog	  with	  a	   lot	  of	  people	   reading	   it.	  I	  was	   sharing	   some	  
back	  story	  behind	  the	   original	  story	  in	  the	   book.	  No	  one	  realized	   until	  much	  later	  that	  it	  was	   actually	  all	  
part	  of	  the	  puzzle.	  What	  was	   beautiful	   about	  that	  was	   I	  had	  family	  members	   following	  the	   puzzle	   and	  
reading	   the	  blog	  entries	   I	  wrote	  about	  me	   and	  my	  family,	  people	  who	  had	  been	   to	  my	  family	  home	  and	  
knew	   family	  stories	   intimately,	  and	  not	  a	  single	   one	  caught	  on	  that	  I	  was	   telling	  a	   tale,	  spinning	  a
puzzle.	   They	   bought	  in	  hook,	  line	  and	  sinker.

I	  added	  a	   back	  story	  and	  clues	  to	  solving	  the	  puzzle	   like	  the	  one	   you	  see	   here.	   I	  used	   a	  number	   of	  
written	  and	  visual	  methods.	   I	  didn’t	  make	   it	  easy.	   So,	  with	  this	  particular	  clue,	  there	   is	  a	   riddle	  written	  in	  
reverse	   at	  the	  top.	  If	  you	  hold	  it	  to	  a	  mirror	  you	  can	  read	   it.	  Notice	  how	  I	  have	  some	   of	  the	  letters	  
highlighted	  in	  white	  while	  the	  rest	  are	   green.	   This	  means	   nothing.	  As	   far	  as	   the	  puzzle,	   it	  is	  a	  red	  
herring.	  It	  is	  the	   numbers—GPS	   coordinates	   to	  some	   of	  the	  significant	  “Power”	  sites	  around	  the	  
world—where	   the	   primary	  clue	  is.	  Notice,	   a	  lot	  of	  the	  images	   from	  those	   sites	   are	   incorporated	  in	  the	  
background	   of	  the	  puzzle.	   CLUE!	  Right	  in	  the	  middle	  are	   the	  coordinates	  for	  what	  is	  known	   as	  the	  Alice	  
in	  Wonderland	  Maze.	   In	  the	  original	  story,	  the	  grandfather	   even	   said	   that	  he	  thought	  the	  numbers	  were	  
coordinates	   but	  he	  wasn’t	   able	  to	  find	  them.
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Puzzle Challenge Redux…
I	  continued	  to	  add	  clues	  and	  red	   herrings,	  like	  this	  other	   piece	  with	  subtle	  clues:

✦ The	   Cherokee	   language	   across	   the	  top	  (circled)	  means	   “Down	  the	  Rabbit	  Hole.”

✦ The	   equation	  is	  the	   equation	  for	  worm	  holes

✦ the	  hieroglyphics	  are	   for	  the	  name	   “Alice”

✦ The	  map	   is	  Treasure	   Island

✦ Image	   of	   the	  bear	   behind	  the	  word	  search	   is	  meant	  to	  draw	  attention	  to	  the	  fact	  that	  this	  is	  a	  
constellation;	  but	  the	  bear,	   indicating	  the	  big	  dipper,	  is	  a	  red	  herring.

Notice	  certain	  letters	   are	  highlighted	  in	  the	  word	  search.	   If	  you	  lay	  them	  down	  on	  an	  astrological	  chart,	  
they	  indicate	  a	  different	   constellation.	  There	   are	   clues	  in	  the	  word	  search,	   too.
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Puzzle Challenge Redux…
In	  clue	  #2	   I	  included	  a	  lot	  of	  my	  family	  information,	  talking	  about	  my	  family	  home’s	   decor,	  etc.	  It	  is	  98%	  
true.	  In	  the	  back	  story,	  I	  started	  hinting	  that	  the	  reason	   the	  original	  story	  downloaded	   into	  my	  thoughts	  
wasn’t	   just	  happenstance	   but	  that	  it	  was	  a	   genetic	  memory.	   Where	   I	  was	   going	  with	  it	  was	  that I	  was	  
Thomas,	   the	  young	   boy	  in	  the	  story,	   in	  a	   previous	   life,	  that	  it	  was	   a	  story	  of	  reincarnation.	  I	  took	  things	  
from	  my	  real	  family	  history	  and	  spun	  it	  slightly	  to	  support	  this	  premise.	   It	  didn’t	  take	  much;	  but	  as	   eerie	  
as	   the	  similarities	  are,	   it	  is	  mostly	  a	  red	  herring	  EXCEPT	  where	  I	  NAME	   THE	  ACTUAL	  BOOK	   I	  USED	  as	   a	  
key!	  I	  named	   several	   of	  my	  favorite	   books	  and	  the	   last	  one	  was	  Alice’s	  Adventures	   in	  Wonderland.	  No	  
one	  ever	   made	   the	  connection.

In	  the	  FINAL	  clue	  #4,	  Bulliana Jones…	   Secret	   to
Finding	  [whatever]	   has	   the	  character	  all
caught	  up	  in	  his	  own	  thing	  (in	  a	  very	   Indiana	  
Jones	   kind	  of	  way)	   and	  it’s	   all	  red	  herring
until	  the	  last	  talk	  bubble.	  This	   has	   a	  rhyme:

Voynich,	  Beale,	  Da	  Vinci	  and	  Booth,	  each
concealed	  their	  ciphers	  keyed,	   but	  one
reveals	   the	  path	  to	  truth.

What	  this	  rhyme	  is	  saying	   is	  that	  “Beale”	   out
of	  the	  ones	   I	  named	   is	  the	  one	   to	  pay
attention	  to	  because	   a	  guy	  named	   Beale
created	   a	  cipher	  using	  the	  same	   document
key	  method	   I	  used.

Looking	  Back	  on	  the	  Puzzle
When	   you	  look	  at	  all	  I	  included	  with	  this	  puzzle	   it	  looks	  like	  a	   LOT	  of	  work…and	  it	  was.	  But	  at	  the	  same	  
time,	  it	  was	   a	  blast	  to	  create	   and	  I’d	  encourage	   you	  to	  consider	  diving	  in	  at	  this	  level!	  I	  wasn’t	   sure	   if	  I	  
would	  ever	   create	   another	  puzzle	  with	  this	  level	   of	  complexity,	  but,	  truth	  be	   told,	  I	  have	  NEW	   idea.	  It’s	  
about	  a	  boy	  named	  Wesley	   and	  his	  dog,	  Rex.	   I	  can’t	  wait	  to	  dig	  in.

And	  “The	  Old	  Fisherman’s	   Net”?	   I’ve	  written	  several	   chapters	   now	  to	  turn	  it	  into	  an	  actual	  novel.	  I’ll	  
redo	  the	  puzzles	   but	  it’s	  shaping	   up	  to	  be	  something	   rather	  interesting!
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Grab your share of one of the largest, most popular 
evergreen publishing trends that exists today! 

Puzzle and Activity Books!
This is YOUR invitation to join me in a deep-dive training of mystery, intrigue…and puzzle 
creation! "Make Activity Books" is an in-Depth, Activity and Puzzle Book Creation Workshop 
that reveals everything you need to create your OWN activity books…step-by-step, beginning 
to end.

In this brand-new training from master creative teacher, Tony Laidig, you will discover the in's 
and out's of creating and publishing your OWN puzzle and activity books for both the Adult 
and Children's Markets. During this comprehensive training, you will learn:

• Step-by-Step Demos of more than a dozen different methods for creating fun and 
engaging puzzles and activities.

• The BEST Strategies to easily create Word Search, Crossword Puzzles, Sudoku, Mazes, 
Cryptograms, Tangrams, Logic Puzzles, Riddles, Anagrams and much more!

• Hidden Public Domain puzzle content sources available online.

• How to identify niches, themes and creative variations for creating books people want.

• Book Creation Strategies for both the Adult market and the Children’s market.

• Designing and laying out your activity book and cover.

• The best marketing strategies to increase sales of your Puzzle and Activity Books.

• And Much More!
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