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EMPIRE 8 ANNOUNCESMEN'SBASKETBALL ALL-CONFERENCE TEAM
Sean Burton of Ithaca College Repeats as Empire 8 Player of the Year

ROCHESTER, NY — Senior guard Sean Burton of Ithaca College was chosen as the
Empire 8 Men’'s Basketball Player of the Y ear for the second year in arow as the
conference named its all-conference team. It marked the third consecutive time he was
named to the all-conference first team.

Burton enters conference tournament play leading the conference in scoring (22.0 points
per game) by more than two points per game, in assists (7.9 assists per game), and free
throw percentage (.916), while ranking second in three-pointers made (2.8 per game), and
assist-to-turnover ratio. Burton isranked fourth in NCAA Division Il in assists, sixthin
free throw percentage, 16" in scoring, and 19" in assist-to-turnover ratio.

Senior Doug Herring of Utica College garnered first-team honors for the third
consecutive year. Heisaveraging 15.4 points, 4.8 rebounds, and 4.3 assists per game.
Heisthird in the conference in steals (2.08 stea's per game) and fourth in assists.

Junior guard Corey McAdam of Nazareth College repeated as all-conference first team
choice. Heleadsthe conferencein steals (2.5 per game) and assist-to-turnover ratio, and
IS second in assists (7.7 assists per game), and third in scoring (18.7 points per game).
McAdam ranks fifthin NCAA Division Il in assists and 18" in assist-to-turnover ratio.

Senior center Mark Carson of Rochester Institute of Technology, a second-team selection
in 2007-08, was named to the all-conference first team. He currently leads all of NCAA
basketball in rebounding, averaging 14.4 boards per game. Carson is second in the
Empire 8 in scoring (19.7 points per game) and field goal percentage (.601), where heis
21%in the NCAA Division |11 rankings.

Senior Jan Cocozziello, a two-time second-team selection, was named to the all-
conference first team this season. Heis averaging 18.5 points per game and is second all-
time at the school in scoring. Teammate Mark Blazek was named Empire 8 Rookie of
the Year and is averaging 10.5 points, 2.7 rebounds, and 2.0 assists per game.

Jim Mullins, the unanimous choice as Coach of the Y ear, has led Ithaca to a school-
record 24 wins and the top seed in the conference tournament.

One member of each team was hamed that institution’ s representative on the 2009 Men's
Basketball Sportsman of the Year Team. Empire 8 emphasizes that "Competing with
Honor and Integrity” is an essential component of a student-athlete’s experiencein
conjunction with an institution’ s educational mission. These honorees have distinguished
themselves and consistently exhibit the critical traits as outstanding sportsmen.
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2009 Empire 8 Men’s Basketball Honors

Player of the Year: Sean Burton, Ithaca College
Rookie of the Year: Mark Blazek, Hartwick College
Coach of theYear: Jm Mullins, Ithaca College

Empire 8 Men’s Basketball All-Conference

First Team

Name School Y ear Position

Sean Burton Ithaca Senior Guard

Mark Carson RIT Senior Forward

Jan Cocozziello Hartwick Senior Guard

Doug Herring Utica Senior Guard

Corey McAdam Nazareth Junior Guard

Second Team

Name School Y ear Position

Jeff Bostic Ithaca Senior Center/Forward
Virgil Gray Stevens Senior Guard

Ryan McAdam Nazareth Senior Forward

Matt Newman St. John Fisher Junior Guard
Anthony Passalacqua Stevens Senior Guard
Sportsman of the Y ear

Name Yr School

Carl Embury Sr Alfred University

Chris Henderson Jr Elmira College

Albe Hulick S Hartwick College

Scott Ruffrage Gr.  Ithaca College

Joe Mihalich Sr. Nazareth College

Matt Rebisz So Rochester Institute of Technology
Isaac Aragon Fr St. John Fisher College
Michael Baker Sr Stevens Institute of Technology
James McClendon Sr Utica College

Honorable M ention
Jon Adamson, EImira; Chris Cruz, Ithaca; Ozdll Franklin, St. John Fisher; Patrick
Goodman, Utica; Brendan Rogers, Ithaca; Scott Young, RIT
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