
of a leader in the Bible. You will remain with the same table family throughout the 
weekend. At each table, we have selected a Table Leader and an Assistant Table 
Leader. The Assistant Table Leader sits directly across from the Table Leader and 
serves as the secretary for the first talk. The role of secretary will rotate after each 
talk. The Table Leader’s job is to keep the discussion focused on the subject of the 
talk just presented and to help each person at the table have a chance to express 
personal opinions.

The secretary’s job is to summarize the ideas discussed at the table. Remember, 
everybody needs to take notes during the talk itself. The secretary at each table 
has the additional job of writing down the ideas expressed by persons at that table 
during the discussion following a talk. Then the table group will collaborate on an 
artistic response to the talk. Materials will be provided to help you with your poster, 
skit, poem, or song.

At the end of each day, we’ll ask each table to share its discussion summaries 
and artistic responses with the entire group. So take care that the summaries reflect 
what your table group actually discussed and determined, and work to make the 
poster, skit, song, or poem do the same. These presentations may take either a 
serious or humorous approach. We do ask that for each talk, one person presents 
the summary of the discussion in two minutes or less and another person presents 
the response. This will enable everyone to participate. (Limit each talk summary to 
two minutes per table.)

So the format will be like this: a talk by a layperson or a clergyperson; a time 
of silent meditation; a discussion by the men/women at each table; summary of the 
discussion by the secretary, with the aid of all the table members; development of 
an artistic response, with everyone assisting in some way; and finally, the presenta-
tion of your group’s efforts to the larger group at the end of each day.

Now, if everyone will stand along the back and sides of the room, we will assign 
each person a table. As I call out your name, please repeat your name and go to 
your assigned table. I will call the Table Leader first, then the Assistant Table Leader. 
After that, I will call the names of everyone else at the table.

(Lay Director calls out names by table.)

(Assistant Lay Director alerts first speaker and brings that person from chapel to the 
conference room.)

These are our table groups for each time we meet in this conference room. 
Remember that the Table Leader and appointed secretary always sit across from 
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each other. Everyone except the Table Leader and Assistant Table Leader rotates 
one seat to the left before each talk. This provides everyone an opportunity to serve 
as secretary at least once.

Each table should have notebooks, pens, and crayons. Poster board will be 
distributed at the appropriate time. Please write your name on your notebook if 
it hasn’t already been done for you. This notebook is yours to keep. It will not be 
picked up at the end of these three days, and no one else will look at it at any time. 
Again, we urge you, please take many notes during each talk. Your notes will prove 
beneficial to you later.

We will have frequent bathroom breaks. We ask that, if at all possible, everyone 
remain with his/her table after each talk and participate in the table discussions. 

(Assistant Lay Director signals that speaker is ready.)

With notebooks open and pens ready, then, let’s continue in the spirit of self-
 surrender, charity, and high idealism. We light this candle as a symbol of Christ’s 
presence, and we place the open Bible here as a symbol that all the talks are based 
on scripture. (Light a candle and place it, along with an open Bible, on a table at the 
front of the room.)

The first talk will be given by a layperson.

9:15 am Talk #1: Priority

The speaker begins this talk with a simple prayer (not the Prayer to the Holy 
Spirit) and does not end with the words De Colores.

 Silent meditation following talk (2 minutes)

(Observe two minutes of silence after each talk. This allows time 
to reflect on the talk and facilitates table discussion.)

 Discussion of talk (15 minutes)

 Summary (5 minutes)

The person sitting opposite the Table Leader is the Assistant Table Leader 
and secretary for this talk and should write down a summary of the discus-
sion of the table with input from all table members.

 Posters, skits, poems, etc. (20 minutes)
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