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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL USA SUMMER ACTION GUIDE 
We take injustice personally. Every month, Amnesty International groups across the globe gather to 
take action for a world where human rights are enjoyed by all. When we take action collectively, we 
have the power to change lives, and to change our world. 

 
This summer has already started with shock and sadness. The horrific shooting in Orlando, which 
claimed the lives of forty-nine people – many of them LGBT people and people of color – is a stark 
reminder that there is so much work for us to do. That work starts with taking care of each other and 
ourselves, being with our communities, and standing in solidarity. And, as Amnesty activists, we need to 
do what we do best and take action.  
 
In the words of Margaret Huang, AIUSA’s interim Executive Director:  
 
“We owe it to [the forty-nine people who were killed] to mourn their deaths, honor their lives, and take 
action in their names. It is not enough - not nearly enough - to keep people in our thoughts. We have to 
back our thoughts up with actions to protect people from violence. All people should be able to live 
safely and without fear of violence, and no one should face discrimination or violence because of who 
they are. Our elected officials should respond to this tragedy by protecting human rights. 
 
Gun violence is a human rights crisis in this country. The entire discussion about people’s rights when 
it comes to guns has been focused on people’s ability to possess guns. It’s long past time for a 
conversation about the rights of all people to live in safety and security - rights that gun violence 
threatens daily in this country. We also need to ensure that local, state, and federal laws protect people 
from hate crimes and discrimination based on who they are. The shooting in Orlando is a harsh reminder 
that, for all the progress we’ve made toward LGBT equality in the U.S., we still have much to do. 
 
Some public officials are already drawing exactly the wrong lessons from Orlando - trying to use this 
horrific crime to fuel more hatred, this time directed at immigrants and Muslims. Far too often, this 
country has responded to tragedy with fear, bigotry, and scapegoating, and we can’t let that happen 
again. 
 
In the short-term, we all need to express our solidarity with the victims, survivors and their families 
while calling on public officials to take action. That’s just a start. In the months ahead, Amnesty 
International USA will redouble our efforts, working hand-in-hand with local and national organizations, 
to address the human rights crisis of gun violence in the U.S. while demanding that all people be 
protected from violence and discrimination. 
 
That’s what this moment calls for - protecting everyone’s human rights - and we can’t settle for less.” 
 
Please take and share the call for solidarity. Read Margaret’s entire Huffington Post Op-Ed here: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/amnesty-international/a-time-for-solidarity--an_b_10465168.html 
 
Watch our video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqeQ8OixLWo&feature=youtu.be 
 
Keep an eye out on AIUSA social media for more resources to support your response to Orlando, and 
please be in touch with your Field Organizer about your plans. 
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AIUSA SUMMER ORGANIZING AND ACTIVISM 

 
Your actions make a difference. Just weeks ago, Yecenia Armenta, who survived torture and arbitrary 
detention by the Mexican police, was released due in part to the enormous global pressure of Amnesty 
activists! Of course, there’s much more work to do, and summer is a great time to engage your 
community.  
 
Summertime is an excellent time to build relationships and connections. The Summer Action Guide is 
aimed at helping you and your group to learn, to engage new people, and to activate your community. There 
are all kinds of events happening throughout the summer, whether you’re tabling at a farmers market or at 
Pride, convening a community conversation about police use of deadly force, or organizing. 

 
Priority Campaigns: 
o   Refugees Welcome: Join our webinar on June 20, World Refugee Day 
o   Deadly Force: Take action to protect human rights during the #Rio2016 Olympics 

in Brazil 
o   Individuals at Risk: Free Leonard Peltier in the interests of justice 

 

2016 Elections  
As buzz around the presidential election heightens, your voice is needed now more than ever. We are 
creating two important resources to help guide your human rights activism in the context of the 
elections, and with your community:  

•   The Elections Toolkit: The office of the President fo the United States has the capacity for 
enormous human rights impact, positive or negative, and the human rights of people at home 
and abroad hang in the balance. The purpose of this toolkit is to empower Amnesty activists to 
engage in public discourse with the media, the candidates, and your communities while 
successfully navigating Amnesty’s commitment to impartiality and the legal restrictions 
imposed by its status as a 501(c)3 organization.  

•   The America I Believe In Toolkit: public discourse has been full of fear, hate, and bigotry, 
including from media and public figures who are constantly ratcheting up the rhetoric of crisis. 
From anti-refugee sentiments, to harassment of American Muslims, to calls to respond to 
terrorism by committing war crimes, this climate of hate and bigotry is threatning human rights 
at home and around the world. This toolkit will be a collection of resources for you to use right 
where you are to respond to fear-mongering and hateful rhetoric inside your own community. 

Each of these resources will be available at the end of June, so keep your eyes on the ARC for more 
details. 
 
We want to hear from you! 
Remember to let your Field Organizer know what you’re up to this summer so that we can support you 
and have as much impact as possible. Each action you take makes a difference, and the more you 
report, the greater impact we can have. Most group coordinators let us know right away how their 
meetings went and how many actions you took, so please be sure to fill out this form after each of your 
meetings! 
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL USA PRIORITY 
CAMPAIGN: REFUGEES WELCOME 
BACKGROUND: With over 19.5 million refugees globally, and millions more who have fled 
from their homes seeking asylum or who are internally displaced within their own country, 
We are in the midst of the largest refugee crisis since WWII. Instead of responding with 
compassion, we have seen countries militarize and close their borders, leaving refugees 
stranded and seeking increasingly more dangerous routes. In the U.S. we have seen 
politicians, state, governors, and Congress respond with hate and fear-mongering.  We must 
ensure that refugees are welcome in our country and communities! 

 

UPDATES: In September, Amnesty International will launch a global campaign on refugee 
and migrant rights (RMR). A recent survey shows that 71% of Americans would welcome 
refugees into the country, and a full 63% think the U.S. Government should do more to help 
refugees. Yet, the United States Congress has introduced 31 anti-refugee bills, dozens of 
governors have said they won’t accept refugees, and many states are trying to pass laws that 
restrict resettlement. We must raise our voices against the anti-refugee rhetoric and policies 
that are out of step with Americans, and ensure we make Refugees Welcome in our country 
and our communities! 
 
ACTION NEEDED: Join us on June 20, World Refugee Day, for our day of education. Learn 
more about how you can demonstrate your solidarity with refugee communities in the U.S. 
and abroad. Hear from community partners and Amnesty International USA activists on how 
you can take action for refugee and migrant rights.  

 
To join the World Refugee Day Webinar please register here: 
http://goo.gl/forms/spK04mcXJgfLTpqd2 

 
 

 

 

FURTHER RESOURCES 
TOOLKIT: Global Refugee Crisis Activist  
Toolkit 
BLOG: Global Refugee Crisis in Numbers BLOG: 
Syria’s Refugee Crisis in Numbers 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Tarah Demant, Senior Director, Identity and 
Discrimination Unit 
Amnesty International USA, 600 
Pennsylvania Avenue, 
SE 5th floor, Washington, DC 20003 Phone: 202-509-
8180 
Email: TDemant@aiusa.org 
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL USA 
CAMPAIGN: VIOLENCE HAS NO PLACE 
IN THESE GAMES: RIO 2016 
BACKGROUND: On 5 August 2016, the world’s greatest athletes will congregate in Rio de 
Janeiro for the summer Olympics. It’s been 7 years since Rio was awarded the Games, yet, 
during that time, Rio’s security forces have killed over 2,500 people in the city - 100 just this 
year, the majority of which are young black men. When Brazil hosted the World Cup, police 
killings in Rio de Janeiro state rose by 40%. Police and military forces repressed protestors 
with brutality and unleashed further lethal violence in favelas.  As the world turns its attention 
to Brazil, those in charge of ‘security’ must play a fair game and end police abuseson Rio’s 
streets. 

ACTION NEEDED: While hosting major sports events such as the 2014 World Cup and the 
2007 Pan-American Games, Brazil has failed to deliver public security and repressed the right 
of peaceful assembly, resulting in killings during police intervention. Sign our online petition: 
we demand that the Rio 2016 security commission prevent human rights violations in public 
security operations related to the Games, and that the commission ensure that accountability, 
justice and reparation mechanisms are in place in the event that violations are committed. 
We aim to collect at least 150,000 signatures globally between June 5th and August 21st. 

Creative ways to gather petitions include tabling, targeted petitioning at local sports events 
in your own community, and wearing sports gear to draw attention to yourself and your fellow 
activists gathering signatures. 

 

FURTHER RESOURCES 
Campaign briefing: “They use a strategy of fear: 
protecting the right to protest in Brazil”  
Report: “You killed my son”  
Blog from Atila Roque on the “occupation” of 
Maré by the army ahead of the World Cup  
Press release: Surge In Police Killings Sparks 
Fear in Favelas 
June 2 report: Violence Has No Place in These 
Games 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Noor Mir, Mid-Atlantic Field Organizer 
nmir@aiusa.org 
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INDIVIDUALS AT RISK FOCUS CASE: FREE 
LEONARD PELTIER IN THE INTERESTS OF JUSTICE 
BACKGROUND: In 1975 two FBI agents were killed on Pine Ridge reservation during a 
confrontation with members of the American Indian Movement (AIM), a group of activists 
working to protect Native American rights. Leonard Peltier, a leading member of AIM at the 
time, was arrested and convicted of the murders, then sentenced to two consecutive life 
sentences. At 71 years old, Leonard’s health is failing, and he maintains his innocence. 
Amnesty International is deeply concerned about the fairness of proceedings leading to his 
trial and conviction, and believes that political factors may have influenced the way in which 
the case was prosecuted. Read more about Leonard’s case. 

UPDATES: Earlier this year, Leonard was diagnosed with an abdominal aortic aneurysm—a 
swollen artery in the heart that can be fatal if left untreated. He underwent a follow-up MRI in 
late May, but has not yet received the results. He also struggles with diabetes, vision loss, and 
poor motor function due to a stroke. Leonard is afraid that he will die behind prison walls - it 
is critical that President Obama address this decades-old case before it is too late. We are 
calling on President Obama to act in the interests of mercy and justice by granting Leonard 
Peltier clemency. 
 
ACTION NEEDED: Join Amnesty International in calling on President Obama to act in the 
interests of justice and on humanitarian grounds and grant Leonard Peltier clemency before 
his term ends. Here’s how: 
 

1.   Call the White House at 202-456-1111. If the lines are busy, try the White House 
switchboard at 202-456-1414. Share your name, city and state and let the operator 
know that you are calling to ask that President Obama grant Leonard Peltier 
clemency. 

2.   Write Leonard a letter to know that you are thinking of him and he is not alone:  
Leonard Peltier, #89637-132 
USP Coleman 1 US Penitentiary 
PO Box 1033, Coleman, FL 33521 

3.   Sign and share Amnesty International’s online action on Leonard’s behalf at 
amnestyusa.org/LeonardPeltier.  

 

FURTHER RESOURCES 
AIUSA Webpage: http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-
work/cases/usa-leonard-peltier 
 
BLOG: http://blog.amnestyusa.org/us/it-is-time-
for-leonard-peltier-to-be-freed/ 
 

Newsweek article: http://www.newsweek.com/time-
free-native-american-activist-leonard-peltier-
460866 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Jasmine Heiss, Senior Campaigner for Individuals at 
Risk: jheiss@aiusa.org, 202-509-8146 
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TWO WAYS YOU CAN HELP FREE PRISONERS OF 
CONSCIENCE & RESOLVE OTHER CASES ALL YEAR 
1)   SIGN UP FOR THE URGENT ACTION NETWORK 

Join the Urgent Action Network to make an immediate impact on emergency cases of torture, 
executions, and unjust imprisonment around the world! 
 
You and your group can sign up to receive these urgent alerts at www.amnestyusa.org/uan. You 
can select for which human rights issue or region of the world you would like to receive action 
alerts, and how often! The Urgent Action Network provides an opportunity to take life-changing 
action at every group meeting. 
 
And it does change lives. One recent success was the release of Joseph Afandi, a journalist and 
prisoner of conscience held in South Sudan. 
 
Contact Brittney with the Individuals at Risk Program at bbartlett@aiusa. org for more information 
about joining the Urgent Action Network. 
 

2)  MAKE A CASE COMMITMENT WITH YOUR AMNESTY GROUP 

Every AIUSA local and student group is encouraged to select at least one individual or community 
case for long-term campaigning. Your group has the power to make a unique difference in the life 
of one of these cases! 
 
After deciding which case your group would like to work on, you receive the materials, training, and 
ongoing support that you need to make a real impact! Making a “Case Commitment” provides an 
opportunity for consistent, meaningful activism with your group, as you work together to creatively 
campaign on your chosen case. 
 
Your group can change lives, as shown in part by the recent release of Ta Phong Tan, a peaceful 
blogger and prisoner of conscience in Vietnam who was released after serving four years of her 10 
year sentence! There was an AIUSA local group committed to ongoing work on her case. 

Contact Emily with the Individuals at Risk Program at ewalsh@aiusa.org for more information about 
making a Case Commitment! 

 


