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Annual  
Meeting  
January 28…

Join us on January 28 at 2pm. We 
need a quorum in order to pass the 
yearly budget. Hear ministry updates 
and our plan for the future.  

Please submit info for the annual 
report by January 16th!

Choose A Star 
For the third year, we are going to undertake the 
spiritual practice of receiving a StarWord. On January 
7, during worship you will be invited to come forward 
to choose a star with your guiding word for the year. 
You can let the Spirit do her work and with eyes 
closed you simply pick a star up and make it your 
own. You can search through the pile a bit and find 
the word that speaks to your heart. You can look at it 
right away or stuff it in your pocket and find it in the 
wash tomorrow. You can do whatever you want with 
it…but, I encourage you to let this be a word that 
guides and illuminates your entire year. I don’t offer 
this to you to give you just one more thing to do…I 
offer it so you might find a few moments to simply sit 
with the God who so desperately longs to speak to 
you…and so desperately longs for you to listen. 

Read more on page 3…



From Your 
Pastoral Team 
In the hopeless time of sin, shadows deep had 
fallen. All the world lay under death. Eyes 
were closed in sleeping. But, when all seemed 
lost in night, came the sun whose golden light 
brings unending joy, brings the endless joy of 
our hope, highest hope, of our hope's bright 
dawning, Son belov’d of heaven. 

“On the first day of Christmas my true love gave 
to me: a partridge in a pear tree.” Thus begins a 
famous Christmas carol. We all know this tune 
even if we can’t keep our maids-a-milking and our 
lords-a-leaping straight. The carol refers to the 
twelve days of Christmas something that 
Americans know little about. And there is a good 
reason for this lack of knowledge. 

When the Puritans came to America, 
they were trying to get away from 
the practices of the Church of 
England. The twelve days of 
Christmas were a huge 
celebration with something going 
on each day.  It took on the feel of 
“secular revelry.” This was what 
the Puritans objected to, so much so 
that in early America celebrating 
Christmas at all was illegal. It was even 
illegal at times to take December 25 off 
from work or to celebrate the Lord’s birth 
in any outward way. This was because the name 
Christmas comes from Christ’s mass, which is the 
name for the day in Roman Catholicism.   

It’s hard to believe but in Massachusetts 
Christmas didn’t become a legal holiday until 
1856. Protestants in America had to fight the 

early laws of the Puritans to be able to celebrate 
Christmas at all. In this recovery, the twelve days 
of Christmas were mostly lost. And in the irony of 
it all, we now have a Christmas season that 
begins way before December 25 instead of 
extending beyond it.   

As a church, the season of Christmas still extends 
the traditional twelve days. Christmas ends the 
evening of January 5 on the twelfth night.  
January 6 marks the celebration of Epiphany and 
is linked to the arrival of the magi to see the baby 
Jesus. The tradition of twelve days of Christmas 
has been lost for the most part. But it can offer 
us a chance to stay focused into the New Year.   

We talk about the “reason for the season” but 
do we really know what that means? 

During Christmas we ask ourselves 
two basic questions: “Who is this 

that was born in Bethlehem 
and is headed toward death in 
Jerusalem?” “What does it 
mean that the Word became 
flesh to dwell among us?”     

As you read this there will only 
be a couple days of Christmas 

left. Are you ready to move on?  
Has your Christmas spirit given way 

for a longing of having things back to normal? 
Or are you still pondering the mystery?   

Merry Christmas until the twelfth night & Happy 
New Year, 

Pastor Steve
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From the ELW Hymn “Cold December Flies Away”

“Christmas 
ends the evening 

of January 5”



Star Words (cont.) 
My StarWord for this last year was 
“follow”. 
To be perfectly honest, I don’t remember what 
my StarWord was this past year. I’ve had a 
difficult number of months trusting God, putting 
my life in God’s hands, believing that the Spirit 
guides me. And, I’ve let many of my spiritual 
practices go: my prayer life, my study of 
Scripture, my creative endeavors, my immersing 
myself in the work of the Spirit. So, this year I 
need to choose my own StarWord; my word will 
be discipline, in hopes that through structure and 
guidelines, God might lead me back home. 

I invite you into your own journey this year; even 
if you’re not in worship on the 7th, you can text/
call me and I’ll draw a word for you (or stop into 
church…they’ll be in a basket at the bottom of 
the sanctuary steps). It’s your word…and it’s 
waiting for you! 

This year, I hope you’ll take the time to listen to 
God…to follow where God might be leading you; 
this year I hope you'll take a StarWord, and you’ll 
let this one little word be a path unto following 
the Word born flesh in our world. 

I can’t wait to hear the stories of where Jesus 
met you, where the Star vanquished  darkness, 
where the light shined, and where you emerged a 
new creation. 

Following with you,  
Sarah 
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Preschool Update 
Welcome to 2018!   
We are so excited to be back at school to see our friends and teachers! We had a smashing crowd at 
our Christmas program last month with the lower level of the sanctuary and the parish hall being 
standing room only!  Mrs. Gray’s and Mrs. Tigue’s students were completely adorable as they sang 
several songs with their classes.  At the end of the program all 48 children joined together to sing 
“We wish you a Merry Christmas”.   

Looking ahead…In February we will host our annual charitable fundraiser for St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital. We always look forward to partnering with Bethesda members for this worthy cause! I pray 
the year ahead fills you with God’s wonder, 

Elizabeth Tigue, Director



Photos From Advent Brunch in 
December 
Thanks to all the ladies who decorated these tables!

Bethesda Lutheran Church
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“You are welcome 
here, where Jesus is 
present, where love 
is shared, and 
where there is 
always one more 
place set for you”

WaterWorks 
Begins Again! 
We currently will be limiting the enrollment of 
WaterWorks to children in 2nd-5th grade and we will 
gather from 5:30-6:30pm (with monthly exceptions) in 
the fellowship hall. This will give us more of an 
opportunity to tailor the lessons and activities to the 
similar ages and abilities of those gathered. We will 
start each session with a time of bible study and 
conversation, and then will spend the rest of the time 
doing experiments, crafts, games, etc.  

On January 10 and then on each first Wednesday of the 
month, we will lengthen the time we gather, by a half 
hour, until 7pm, so that we can serve dinner to all those 
who are present. This will give added opportunities for 
fellowship and fun! 

Here is a schedule for the first few months:

January 10 5:30-7pm 

January 17 5:30-6:30pm 

January 24 5:30-6:30pm 

January 31 5:30-6:30pm 

February 07 5:30-7pm 

February 14 5:30-6:30pm 

February 21 5:30-6:30pm 

February 28 5:30-6:30pm 

March 07 5:30-7pm 
(join Lenten Soup Supper)

If you have any questions or would like 
to volunteer your time, please talk to 
Pastor Sarah.  

Otherwise, we’ll see all you 2nd-5th 
graders on January 10 from 5:30-7pm!

Following the Risen One, Something for Everyone, Helping Anyone

Treasurer’s 
Report 
Happy New Year!  

Today I want to address a new tax law that has 
some concerned for giving in 2018. There is a new 
provision in the tax code that eliminated the 
ability to write off certain gifts to certain entities 
(mostly regarding donations to athletic 

departments, for example buying tickets for 
games).  

I have confirmed with our CPA that this new 
provision DOES NOT apply to any gifts to the 
church. The new tax law allows for your tithes 
and offerings to be written off on your taxes (the 
same as previous years). In fact, they actually 
increased the percentage of your income you can 
give to churches and remain a write off from 50% 
to 60%. I hope this clarifies the concerns for 
everyone. If you have any questions, please 
contact your CPA.  

Blessings, Ed Emberlin
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Daytimers 
Two Stories and a Warning 
Ruth, Esther, and Ecclesiastes 
Thursdays 11:00 a.m.  
Judy Jernberg 

Jan. 4  Ruth, Chapters 1 & 2 – A New Time  
  and Place 

Jan. 11 Ruth, Chapters 3 & 4 – New   
  Relationships 

Jan. 18 Esther – The King’s Folly and his Vile  
  Cohorts 

Jan. 25 Esther --  Mordecai and God’s   
  Solution 

Feb.1  Ecclesiastes – What’s Life All About?  
  Who Knows? 

Feb. 8  Ecclesastes  -- How Shall I Live My  
  Life? What About Death?  

Reformation 
Book Club 
Second Saturdays, 9:00am, Pastor 
Tom’s Office 
January 13 - Chapters 1-5 of Mere Christianity, 
by C.S. Lewis 

This Lewis classic was rated the most important 
Christian book of the 20th century by Christianity 
Today magazine. This brings together four series 
of BBC radio broadcast talks given by Lewis in 
Britain during the Second World War.

Adult Education 
Sunday Mornings, 9:45am 
January 7  Pastor Tom on the Gospel of Mark 

January 14 Pastor Tom on the Gospel of Mark 

January 21 “Fireside Chat” (in Community   
  Center) regarding Annual Meeting/ 
  Budget 

January 28 Gospel of Mark or Special Session 

Feb. 4-18 “Learning Opportunities- A   
  Dialogue about Race, Culture and  
  Ethnicity” with guest presenter Dr.  
  Johnny Lake and our own Christy  
  Kik-Down (see page 13)
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Bavarian (“Fluff”) 
Stephanie Kinnaman 

Ingredients: 

• Lg pkg gelatin, strawberry or raspberry 
• 1/2 C sugar 
• 2 C boiling water 
• 1-1/2 C whipping cream 

Pour water over gelatin and sugar. Stir until 
dissolved.  

Chill until slightly thickened.  

Whip the whipping cream then stir it into gelatin.  

Pour into large gelatin mold or glass bowl.  

7

Read the Bible in a Year 
Discipline is not my forte; I am so very good at making 
plans, designing outlines, setting goals…and then letting 
those languish virtually untouched in the back of my desk 
drawer. So, this new year (along with the rest of the world) 
I’m going to start something and actually finish it (I will. I 
promise.). On February 01, with whoever wishes to join 
me, we are going to spend the next year on a walk through 
the entirety of Scripture. Each day we will read a couple 
chapters and weekly I will post something online so that we 
can hold each other accountable. 

There are three ways for you to follow along with this yearlong reading adventure. One: use the attached 
paper calendar found in each monthly Evangel. Two and/or three: require a few more steps. Either join 
faithlife.com or download the FaithlifeGroups App and become a member (the app is free). Next, tell me 
(Pastor Sarah) that you would like to participate in the online discussion group and give me your email 
address. I will then send you an invitation to join the group “Bethesda Bible in a Year.” Accept that 
invitation. Then, beginning February 01, the appropriate bible passages will be available on our group 
page or will be sent to you via the app. You can read them on your computer or phone, you can ask 
questions and/or comment and participate in ongoing conversation. Together, we can do this; together 
we will read through the Bible in a year and discover anew the God who loves us more than we dare 
imagine. 

Following the Risen One, Something for Everyone, Helping Anyone

http://faithlife.com
http://faithlife.com


! 	 Following the Risen One, Something for Everyone, Helping Anyone8

February, 2018

Sunday
M

onday
Tuesday

W
ednesday

Thursday
Friday

Saturday

28
29

30
31

1
Done

Gen 1:1–2:25
M

att 1:1–2:23
Eccles 1:1–5

2

Gen 3:1–4:26
M

att 3:1–4:25
Eccles 1:6–11

3

Gen 5:1–32
M

att 5:1–48
Eccles 1:12–18

4

Gen 6:1–7:24
M

att 6:1–7:11
Eccles 2:1–11

5

Gen 8:1–9:28
M

att 7:12–8:34
Eccles 2:12–17

6

Gen 10:1–11:32
M

att 9:1–38
Eccles 2:18–26

7

Gen 12:1–13:18
M

att 10:1–42
Eccles 3:1–8

8

Gen 14:1–15:21
M

att 11:1–30
Eccles 3:9–15

9

Gen 16:1–17:27
M

att 12:1–50
Eccles 3:16–22

10

Gen 18:1–19:29
M

att 13:1–43
Eccles 4:1–7

11

Gen 19:30–21:21
M

att 13:44–14:36
Eccles 4:8–16

12

Gen 21:22–23:20
M

att 15:1–39
Eccles 5:1–7

13

Gen 24:1–67
M

att 16:1–17:27
Eccles 5:8–11

14

Gen 25:1–34
M

att 18:1–35
Eccles 5:12–20

15

Gen 26:1–35
M

att 19:1–20:16
Eccles 6:1–4

16

Gen 27:1–46
M

att 20:17–21:22
Eccles 6:5–12

17

Gen 28:1–29:35
M

att 21:23–22:22
Eccles 7:1–5

18

Gen 30:1–43
M

att 22:23–23:36
Eccles 7:6–12

19

Gen 31:1–55
M

att 23:37–24:28
Eccles 7:13–21

20

Gen 32:1–33:20
M

att 24:29–25:13
Eccles 7:22–29

21

Gen 34:1–35:15
M

att 25:14–26:13
Eccles 8:1–9

22

Gen 35:16–36:43
M

att 26:14–56
Eccles 8:10–17

23

Gen 37:1–36
M

att 26:57–27:31
Eccles 9:1–6

24

Gen 38:1–39:23
M

att 27:32–28:20
Eccles 9:7–10

25

Gen 40:1–41:37
Heb 1:1–2:18
Eccles 9:11–18

26

Gen 41:38–42:28
Heb 3:1–5:10
Eccles 10:1–9

27

Gen 42:29–43:34
Heb 5:11–7:28
Eccles 10:10–20

28

Gen 44:1–34
Heb 8:1–9:28
Eccles 11:1–4

1
2

3

Read The Bible In A Year
Bethesda Lutheran Church

8



Membership is 
a “Breeze” 
Our Church Management System 
Breeze is a church management system where 
you can create a profile, look up events, donate 
& search for a member. 

Step 1: Request an Account 
Go to https://bethesda.breezechms.com/login. 
Click on the words “Create Account” under the 
green Sign In Button. Enter your name and email 
address. If there is an existing profile, you’ll 
receive an email. If there is no matching profile, 
email the office. 

Step 2: Access Your Dashboard 
Once you successfully login, you will see your 
Dashboard where you can access your Profile, 
People, and Events. 

Step 3: Fill Out Your Profile 
Here you can upload new photos of you and your 
clan and fill in missing information. (If you have 
an address change, please alert the church 
office!) 

Step 4: Find a Member 
Click the “People” tab to look up a member. Click 
on the person’s name once you find them to open 
their profile. 

Step 5: Check Out Events 
By clicking on the events tab, you’ll get a 
calendar! Check out all the events happening 
throughout the month. You can also find this 
calendar on our website. 

Step 6: Give 
Breeze provides an easy way for you to donate to 
the church at any time. To make a donation, click 
the “Give Now” tab. Fill out the amount you’d 
like to give, the frequency, and your payment 
method. You can also see your giving history here. 

Also download the Breeze App and have 
members and events at your fingertips! 

For full instructions and screen shots, visit 
https://bethesdalutheranchurch.com/breeze-
church-management-system/

Following the Risen One, Something for Everyone, Helping Anyone
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Bethesda’s Family in Armed Services: 
Jessica Brown, Marly Anderson, Greg Baxley, Christopher 

Cooper, Nate Edgecomb, Jeremy Embree, Milo Erenberger, 
Tristan Graham, Erik Jensen, Bethany Kent, Reed Knutson, 
Tracy Kreuser, Ryan Lodl, Tyler Means, Ryan Miller, Adam 
Montoya, Mitch Olson, Thomas Olson, Dillon Outka, 
Christopher Partridge, Dustin Partridge, Cody Phelps, 

Jeffrey Porter, Jeff Roberts, Jeremy Sheppard, Nathan 
Smyly, Kristi Steck, Joseph Vaughan, Matthew Weaver

Prayer List 
Recent Prayer Requests: 
• Jack Lodl, home recovering after aorta aneurysm 

surgery. 

• Janette Kunkel, friend of Deanna Rivera, diagnosed 
with thyroid cancer, recovering from surgery. 

• Diane Stuhr, recovering from knee surgery at home. 

• Paul Jensen, homebound with breathing issues. 

• Agnes Campbell, sister of Barbara March, recovering 
from an attack.

Bethesda’s Missionaries 
• Tim & Naomi Cowley, in Portland 

• Aaron & Liz Kalms, in Germany 

• Jerry & Kathy Liebersbach, Stateside & planning 

• Scot & Vicki McCracken, in Portland 

• Not all Missionaries are listed due to sensitivities 
where they serve

Ongoing Needs: 
• Dennis Riley 

• Brent Jorgensen 

• Lilian Schaffer, niece of Jennifer Reiss 

• Lois Schatz & Family, Jean Raabe’s 
niece 

• Jerry Gauche, Jean Raabe’s brother  

• Erich Feller, Nola S’s friend 

• Frank and Alves, friends of Kermit & 
Barbara 

• Kaitlin & Tyler Osterman 

• Jim Curran 

• Pastor Tom’s Aunt Wendy 

• Bailey Gray 

• Mary Gustafson, Dave Larson’s sister 

• Scott Willman 

• Pastor Troy Mooneyham 

• Reidun Riggens 

• Bryan & Liz Mitchell 

• Gloria Marvin, mom of Sue Embree 

• Oliver, grandson of Paul & Benedikte 
Olesen 

• Don Auguston 

• Tyler Bacon 

• Sage Bounds & Family 

• Helen Carlson 

• Aden Milligan Tickner 

• Kadence Gibson 

• Pastor Bill Lawson 

• Gordon Gates 

• Erinn (Ames) Butler 

Living At Home/Care Facility: 
Connie Hought, Doris Boylan, Barbara March, Marion 
Lathrop, Nora Milbrett, Hazel Sando, Josephine Voigt, 

Oscar Krausz

Bethesda Lutheran Church
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Holden Village 
Trip Update 
We are confirmed for a trip to Holden Village, a 
Lutheran Retreat Center in the Cascades 
Mountains of Washington,  June 22-29. We will 
spend 5 nights in the village. June 22 & 29 will be 
travel days between Eugene and Wenatchee, WA. 
The trip will cost around $600 per adult. Children 
will be a little less expensive. (This will include 
the 5 nights in the village which is food and 
lodging, two nights in Wenatchee at a hotel, 
parking at Field’s Point landing and round trip 
tickets for the boat ride on Lake Chelan. We will 
have an accurate cost once we know the final size 
of the group.)  

A typical day at Holden can include: hiking, 
weaving, other arts and crafts, education classes, 
worship, ice cream, free time to read a book, 
bowling, and much more. There are programs for 
children from infants-High School so that parents 
can have some time to be on their own. Meals are 
simple and nutritious without a lot of meat. Fresh 
bread is baked daily and is one of the highlights of 
any trip to Holden. There is a book store and mail 
service but no internet or phone service. There is 
a coffee cart and snack shop that serves up 
famous “Holden Scoops”.  

Guests of the village can expect a quiet week to 
unplug from technology and engage the beautiful 
valley in which Holden resides. If this sounds like 

a trip that you would like to take, please talk to 
Pastor Steve right away because spaces are 
limited. A final roster and initial deposit will need 
to be sent in by January 23rd.

Join In The Fun! 
Come join the fun and fellowship, as we tie quilts 
for missions. No experience needed - just come for 
social tie and chat time. It's the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month from 12:00 noon to about 2:30-3:00 
p.m. The more that come to help, the more quilts 
we can produce. 

In Christ's loving service - Laurie Rhey
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BETHESDA IS A GREAT PLACE TO BE A KID!

High School  
Happenings

10

Confirmation resumes January 3 with regular schedule all month.    
Wednesdays, 5:30 dinner, 6:30-8:00 class, Duck-Beaver Room.

Middle School Matters

Youth Group resumes January 2 with regular 
schedule all month. Tuesdays, 6:30-8:00, Duck-
Beaver Room. 

High School Coast Retreat, January 19-21;  
Registration Forms on entryway Connect Wall 

Save the Date: High School Summer Raft/Camp 
Trip, August 5-9

2017 Elephant Gift Exchange
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Learning 
Opportunities- A 
Dialogue about Race, 
Culture and Ethnicity  
2/4, 2/11 & 2/18 during the Sunday 
School hour 
Sometimes a class is created by a conversation. 
Christy Kik had several conversations with the 
pastors about a special class that we could hold 
at Bethesda. The following class description is 
what came from those conversations. 

Class description:  Race and culture are 
challenging our communities and society. 
Historical divisions have prevented many of us 
from learning about our closest neighbors. 
Religion serves to bring us together but can also 
separate us. To honor God means to love God with 
all your heart and to love your fellow humans as 
you do yourself. How much do you love yourself? 
If we show such love to our neighbor, we can 
bridge differences and create what Martin Luther 
King called, “The Beloved Community”. So bring 
your stories, your thoughts and your heart to a 

lively and interactive 
dialogue about race, culture 
and ethnicity with Dr. Johnny 
Lake. 

Dr. Johnny Lake is an 
international consultant, 
trainer and speaker certified 
in programs respecting 
leadership, diversity, community-building, cross-
cultural communication and interactions skills, 
equity and ethics for youth and adults. He 
consults with government, professional and 
educational agencies and organizations. Dr. Lake 
is an Assistant Professor of Education in the 
teacher and counselor preparation programs at 
Northwest Christian University. He is an 
Administrator on Special Assignment with the 
Eugene 4J school district and an advocate for 
needs of at-risk youth and provides teacher 
training institutes and student learning and 
leadership opportunities. Dr. Lake is an 
internationally recognized writer and storyteller. 
Dr. Johnny Lake holds a bachelor's degree in 
history from Willamette University. He has a 
Masters in educational leadership and 
administration and received his Ph.D. in 
educational leadership, policy, management and 
organization. Dr. Lake is a former chairman of the 
State of Oregon Commission on Black Affairs.

Book Club  
If I were to use one word to describe 
what I wanted more than anything else 
in my personal life, my work life, my 
relationships with myself, others, and 
God, it would be peace. I long for 
peace; as beloved Brene Brown says, I 
long for a sense of wholeheartedness. 
Imagine my surprise when I discovered 
a book that challenges us to look for 
these moments of peace and 
wholeheartedness in the ordinariness 

of our lives. I really want to dream more about 
how we can experience peace and 
wholeness right now…exactly where we 
are. I would love to invite you on this 
journey with me, as we together 
discover what steps might lead us to 
this place of shalom.  

Beginning Thursday, January 18 from 
6:30-7:30pm, we will be reading the 
book Shalom Sistas, by Osheta Moore. 
Books can be purchased on Amazon or 
talk to me and I’ll get you a copy. I 
look forward to seeing where this book 
and conversation leads.

Following the Risen One, Something for Everyone, Helping Anyone
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Operation 
Christmas Child 
Update 
I am so grateful for the participation of all that 
picked up and filled shoeboxes for this project! 
113 boxes were sent from Bethesda. This year 
many of the boxes were sent to the slums of 
central Ecuador and to Vietnam where they are 
mostly rice field farmers and laborers. 

I loved hearing all about friends shopping 
together, grandparents teaching their 
grandchildren about giving to others, and most of 

all the kids praying for the children that would 
receive their box.  

We will hand out boxes in September 2018, watch 
for sales on those special items you’d like to send 
in your box!  

Thank you!  
-Yvette Jernberg

Giving Tree 
Summary 
Giving Tree 2017 is in the books and your 
Giving Tree team want to thank you for 
your continued generosity to our Bethel 
neighborhood.   

We were able to bring Christmas gifts to 
21 families with 55 children, as well as 
provide groceries for the winter break.  

It also provided a bit of joy to families whose day-
to-day struggles include pediatric and adult 
cancer, autoimmune disease, homelessness, death 
of a spouse, and many other circumstances that 

would devastate most of us. But these 
families each brought us their courageous 
stories and their faith that the love of 
God could sustain them through the 
difficult times.  We are blessed to be 
able to use our gifts to lift them up. 

From a couple of our Giving Tree 
families: 

"Merry Christmas! The kids loved 
everything and they were absolutely 
happy!" 

"Thank you so much!  My girls loved their 
presents and we were able to get all of the 
Christmas Dinner supplies. We have had a good 
day and lots more family fun to come."
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Happy New Year! 
From August to December 2017 the Bethel Boutique served 178 individuals with your help! With the 
arrival of 2018, here's where we need help. 

Staffing the boutique on:   

• Saturday, Jan. 6 from 9 am to Noon (Need one more volunteer) 

• Tuesday, Jan. 9 from 1:00 to 4:00 pm 

• Wednesday. Jan. 17 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm 

• Tuesday, Jan. 23 from 1:00 to 4:00 pm 

Can't do the entire shift? How about 60 to 90 minutes? Just let me know. 

WISH LIST: 
• Boy’s pants in sizes 6-18 (knit, jeans, khaki) 

• Thrivent members consider designating your Choice Dollars 
to the Bethel Boutique. Please give the amount to Laurie 
Bullard or myself since Thrivent doesn't specify by name. 

Praying this is a year of HOPE for you and our community. 

TIP!

If possible, donate only "in-season" clothing due to our storage limitations. 

Items we cannot use at Bethel Boutique will be donated to the Bethesda 
Garage Sale, Catholic Community Services, Hosea House or St. Vinnie’s.

Bethesda Lutheran Church
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1/1 New Year’s Day - Office Closed 

1/2 High School Group Begins 

1/3 Naomi circle will meet at Pauline’s room 144. 

1/3 Middle School Group Begins 

1/4 Daytimers Begins Again 

1/7 Sunday Adult Education Begins 

1/10 Waterworks Begins 

1/13 Reformation Book Club 

1/17  Kitchen Clean Up 

1/18 Book Club Begins 

1/19 High School Retreat 

1/26 Chili Cook Off 

2/1 Begin Reading Bible for a Year

Church Kitchen Clean Up! 
January 17th at 9am, meet in the church kitchen 
for our annual deep clean. Bring rags and 
buckets. Contact Glenda Andersen or Becky 
Bowman with questions. 

Food for Lane County 
Consider joining our mission to serve the hungry. 
Come Friday the 12th or 26th to set-up at noon or 
Saturday the 13th or 27th at 9:30am to distribute 
food. 

Fair Trade 

Fair Trade goodies will be available January 14 at 
9:30am in the entryway. 

Coffee Hour 
Thank you to everyone who helped in 2017 to set 
up and serve coffee and goodies at 9:45am for our 
members and guests! If you haven’t tried it yet, 
consider signing up for one Sunday this year! Bring 
treats any Sunday! 

Bethesda Cook Book 
We are creating a cook book of your favorite 
recipes as a fundraiser for Little Sprouts and 
Neighborhood Gatherings. Please submit your 
favorite dishes to the Office or email them to 
office@bethesdalutheranchurch.com.  

Calendar of Events - Get Full Calendar Online!

Following the Risen One, Something for Everyone, Helping Anyone

17



! 	 Following the Risen One, Something for Everyone, Helping Anyone18

My Favorite Reads & 
Recommendations 
from 2017  
from Pastor Tom 
Here is a too-brief listing of my favorite books 
read in 2017. As your pastor, I encourage you to 
read (or listen to) at least one book every month. 
Too much of our intellectual input these days 
comes from headlines, tweets, news flashes, and 
snap judgments. So many religious, political, and 
cultural exchanges are full of misunderstandings, 
spin, or hopelessly trite cliches. St. Paul urges us 
to “be transformed by the renewing of our minds” 
(Romans 12:2). The mind is a muscle which 
strengthens and stretches through use. We ought 
to exercise this gift through the reading of 
Scripture, old books and new. 

One of my new delights in 2017 was the launch of 
the Reformation Book Club. We tackled a 
biography about Martin Luther, “The Freedom of a 
Christian” by Luther, and “Life Together” by 
Lutheran Nazi-resistor and martyr, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer. This month we begin “Mere 
Christianity” by C.S. Lewis. I’d be delighted once 
more if you considered joining! 

Lewis wrote about the reading of old books in his 
introduction to a new translation of Saint 
Athanasius’ 4th century gem, “On the 
Incarnation.” 

“There is a strange idea abroad that in every 
subject the ancient books should be read only by 
the professionals, and that the amateur should 
content himself with the modern books. Thus I 
have found as a tutor in English Literature that if 
the average student wants to find out something 
about Platonism, the very last thing he thinks of 
doing is to take a translation of Plato off the 
library shelf and read the Symposium. He would 
rather read some dreary modern book ten times 
as long, all about "isms" and influences and only 
once in twelve pages telling him what Plato 

actually said…It is a good rule, after reading a 
new book, never to allow yourself another new 
one till you have read an old one in between. If 
that is too much for you, you should at least read 
one old one to every three new ones. Every age 
has its own outlook. It is specially good at seeing 
certain truths and specially liable to make certain 
mistakes. We all, therefore, need the books that 
will correct the characteristic mistakes of our 
own period. And that means the old books.” 

Favorite Theology/Biblical Studies 
• On the Incarnation, St. Athanasius 

• Freedom of a Christian, Martin Luther 

• Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

• As Kingfishers Catch Fire, Eugene Peterson 

• Law and Gospel, Mockingbird Ministries 

• The Crucifixion of the Warrior God, Gregory 
Boyd  

• The Doors of the Sea: Where was God in the 
Tsunami?, David Bentley Hart 

• Faith Formation in a Secular Age, Andrew Root 

Favorite Fiction 
• The Violent Bear it Away and Everything that 

Rises Must Converge, Flannery O’Connor 

• The Kind of Brave You Wanted to Be, Brian 
Doyle (R.I.P.) 

• Arcanum Unbounded and Oathbringer, Brandon 
Sanderson 

Favorite Non-Fiction 
• The Grace of Dogs, Andrew Root 

• Bonhoeffer as Youth Worker, Andrew Root 

• The Vanishing American Adult, Ben Sasse 

• Night Driving: Notes from a Prodigal Soul, Chad 
Bird 

• The Righteous Mind: Why Good People are 
Divided by Politics and Religion, Jonathan Haidt 

• The Road Back to You, Ian Cron & Susan Stabile

Bethesda Lutheran Church
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Advertise Your 
Business 

We will be highlighting several 
member businesses each month. If 
you’d like yours considered, please 
send your logo and a small amount of 
information to 
deanna@bethesdalutheranchurch.co
m and you’ll be put on the schedule 
as space permits. This will help us all 
learn how we can support each 
other!

Bruce Lassen, 1/1 

Ada Larsen, 1/25 

Marjorie Jensen, 1/27 

Lois Lenfesty, 1/31 

Happy 
Anniversary 
Evan & Elizabeth Mohr, 1/7/06 

Galen & Kathleen Ness, 1/12/08 

Chris & Judy White, 1/17/87 

Scott & Laurel Horton, 1/28/08

80 and Over 
Birthdays

Members 
On Call 
If your name appears here, you 
may be called to volunteer during 
the months of September. 

Dave & Laurie Bullard, (541) 
689-0223 

Dave & Shirley Burkhardt, (541) 
870-4791 

Deborah Carrales, (541) 221-8869 

Jeff & Anne Caswell, (541) 
913-1450 

Fawn & Richard Chozinski, (541) 
310-8532

% of
Budget

Month Year-to- Budget Rec'd/
Support and Revenue November Date Budget Remaining Spent
Contributions 43,969        445,811     542,227  96,416     82.22%
Total Support and Revenue 43,969        445,811     542,227  96,416     82.22%
Expenses by program
Extended Ministries 3,687          45,063        49,950    4,887       90.22%
Staff Ministries 31,768        331,919     367,102  35,183     90.42%
Administration 3,903          48,535        51,500    2,965       94.24%
Education Team 135              1,308          3,950      2,642       33.11%
Evangelism Team 125              4,383          3,750      (633)         116.88%
Hospitality Team 358              1,339          300          (1,039)      446.33%
Men's, Women's & Family Ministry Team -                   55               75            20             0.00%
Nursery Expense 58                1,172          -               (1,172)      0.00% .
Property Team 7,157          57,491        56,800    (691)         101.22%
Spiritual Growth Team 165              2,053          2,100      47             97.76%
Stewardship Team -                   111             -               (111)         0.00%
Worship Team 632              3,286          3,500      214           93.89%
Youth Team 1,682          4,010          3,200      (810)         125.31%
Total Expenses 49,670        500,725     542,227  41,502     92.35%
Excess of Support and  
  and Revenue (Expenses) (5,701)         (54,914)      -               54,914     -10.13%

 
Statement of Revenue and Expense

for the Month and Year-to-Date Ending November 30, 2017

November 
Financials

Following the Risen One, Something for Everyone, Helping Anyone
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Bethesda Evangel 
4445 Royal Avenue, Eugene, OR 97402 

Phone: 541.688.9085  Fax: 541.689.3667 

Pastoral Emergency: 541.357.8253  
(leave message if no answer) 

www.bethesdalutheranchurch.com 

office@bethesdalutheranchurch.com 

pastors@bethesdalutheranchurch.com 

Office Hours 9am to 3pm, Monday-Friday 

Pastors & Staff 
Pastor Steve Dow 
steve@bethesdalutheranchurch.com 

Pastor Sarah Schaffner 
sarah@bethesdalutheranchurch.com 

Pastor Tom Welch 
tom@bethesdalutheranchurch.com 

Stephanie Kinnaman, Administrative Coordinator 
stephanie@bethesdalutheranchurch.com 

Elizabeth Tigue, Preschool Director 
preschool@bethesdalutheranchurch.com 

Tommy Parker, Contemporary Music 
tspivaparks@gmail.com 
Maxine Coburn, Traditional Music  
trains4pc@gmail.com 

Bill Vaughan, Custodian  
custodian@bethesdalutheranchurch.com 

Deanna Rivera, Communications Coordinator 
deanna@bethesdalutheranchurch.com

Bethesda Lutheran Church

“Marked with the Cross of Christ forever, 
we are claimed, gathered and sent for 
the sake of the world.” 

~Mission of the Evangelical  
Lutheran Church in America

January Volunteers

20

http://www.bethesdalutheranchurch.com
mailto:office@bethesdalutheranchurch.com
mailto:pastors@bethesdalutheranchurch.com
mailto:steve@bethesdalutheranchurch.com
mailto:sarah@bethesdalutheranchurch.com?subject=
mailto:tom@bethesdalutheranchurch.com?subject=
mailto:preschool@bethesdalutheranchurch.com
mailto:trains4pc@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:deanna@bethesdalutheranchurch.com
http://www.bethesdalutheranchurch.com
mailto:office@bethesdalutheranchurch.com
mailto:pastors@bethesdalutheranchurch.com
mailto:steve@bethesdalutheranchurch.com
mailto:sarah@bethesdalutheranchurch.com?subject=
mailto:tom@bethesdalutheranchurch.com?subject=
mailto:preschool@bethesdalutheranchurch.com
mailto:trains4pc@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:deanna@bethesdalutheranchurch.com

