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SUMMARY 
 

Tranquillon Ridge offshore oil field in Santa Barbara 

County has long been sought after by oil developers willing 

to jeopardize the sensitive environmental ecosystem in a 

region designated as a Marine Protected Area. Attempts to 

extract oil from Tranquillon Ridge have repeatedly been 

opposed by local residents and environmental advocacy 

groups.   
 

Tranquillon Ridge is the only oil field in California that is 

subject to Public Resources Code (PRC) 6244 which 

authorizes the State Lands Commission to issue new leases 

for oil and gas extraction in state waters.  
 

BACKGROUND 
 

In 1969, thirty-five miles of Santa Barbara County’s 

pristine coast was devastated by an oil slick resulting from 

offshore oil extraction.  This tragic disaster resulted in an 

environmental movement that is still going strong today 

and acted as the catalyst for the international phenomenon 

known as Earth Day. 
 

In 1994, the California Legislature codified a ban on 

offshore oil and gas leases by passing the California 

Coastal Sanctuary Act.  The Act states that “oil and gas 

production in certain areas of state waters poses an 

unacceptably high risk of damage and disruption to the 

marine environment of the state.”   
 

However, the Coastal Sanctuary Act also contained an 

exception from the offshore extraction prohibition by 

allowing new leases if the “State Lands Commission 

determines that oil and gas deposits contained in tidelands 

are being drained by means of wells upon adjacent federal 

lands and leasing of the tidelands for oil or gas production 

is in the best interest of the State.” 
 

This exemption has long provided oil companies with a 

“loophole” within the Act, to extract oil from an area in 

Santa Barbara known as “Tranquillon Ridge.”  Tranquillon 

Ridge is not only located within a coastal sanctuary, it is 

also a designated Marine Protected Area (MPA).  To be 

deemed an MPA the area must fulfill stringent 

requirements, including the ability to:  
 

 Protect the natural diversity, abundance of marine life 

and integrity of marine ecosystems  

 Help sustain, conserve, and protect marine life 

populations, including those of economic value, and 

rebuild those that are depleted 

 Improve recreational and educational opportunities and 

 Protect marine natural heritage, including protection of 

representative and unique marine life habitats. 

PROBLEM 
 

Tranquillon Ridge is the only area in the state that fits the 

criterion established in PRC 6244 that allows for a new lease 

to be issued in a coastal sanctuary, as the oil field is 

currently “being drained by wells upon adjacent federal 

lands.” 
 

Since 2003, an oil development proposal has been pursued 

by Sunset and Exxon. Their proposal would tap into the 

Tranquillon Ridge reserves from an onshore location at 

Vandenberg Air Force Base. Slant drilling from onshore into 

offshore waters raises many of the same concerns as any 

other offshore oil drilling project, in terms of generating the 

risk of a coastal oil spill, causing air and water pollution, and 

contributing to global climate change.  
 

In 2009, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger proposed 

allowing oil production from the state’s portion of 

Tranquillon Ridge in order to increase state revenue, but he 

later abandoned the project after acknowledging the 

devastation from the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.   

 

More recently, those proposing the onshore to offshore 

extraction technique have expressed a desire to keep pushing 

this controversial project by stating “We’re not going 

anywhere. This opportunity is not going anywhere. This oil 

is not going anywhere.” 
 

SOLUTION  - SB 1096 
 

Fish and Game Code Section 2853 states that the goal of 

designating a region as a Marine Protected Area is to 

increase “effectiveness at protecting the state’s marine life, 

habitat and ecosystems” which directly clashes with PRC 

6244 that allows for potential development if it is “in the 

best interest of the state.”  We have seen globally the 

environmental and economic impacts of highly regulated 

projects going wrong.  Even the slightest chance of an oil 

spill in a Marine Protected Area far outweighs any potential 

benefit to the state.  

 

SB 1096 repeals PRC 6244 and ensures that this state and 

regional environmental treasure remains unspoiled. 
   

CONTACT 
 

Matthew Montgomery, Consultant  

Office of Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson  

Phone: 916-651-4019  

matthew.montgomery@sen.ca.gov 
 

SUPPORRT 
Santa Barbara Environmental Defense Center (Sponsor) 

Senate Bill 1096 
Oil and Gas Extraction: Coastal Sanctuaries 

Senator Jackson  
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SUPPORT-CONTINUED 
 

Asian Pacific Environmental Network 

AZUL 

California Coastkeeper Alliance 

California Coastal Protection Network 

California League of Conservation Voters 

California State Grange 

Salud Carbajal, First District Supervisor, County of 

Santa Barbara 

Carpinteria Valley Association 

Center for Biological Diversity 

Center for Race, Poverty and the Environment 

Community Environmental Council 

Citizens for Responsible Oil & Gas 

Clean Water Action 

Earthworks 

Environment California 

Environmental Working Group 

Food and Water Watch 

Get Oil Out! 

Heal the Ocean 

Cathy Murillo, Mayor Pro-Tem, City of Santa Barbara 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

Ocean Conservancy 

San Diego 350.Org 

Santa Barbara Audubon Society 

Sierra Club California 

Surfrider Foundation 

WILDCOAST 

350 Santa Barbara 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    


