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I am honored to present to you the Fall 2016 Season magazine of the College of Entertainment & the 
Arts or, as we like to call it, the CEA.

Our first season was a complete success, and we are following that up with a plethora of exciting 
events for this year. We still have a season filled with theatrical performances, art exhibits, classical 
and contemporary music concerts, dance shows and film festivals. We will again be hosting 
community events such as Tokens and the Dove Awards.  

So, what’s different for this year? We will be unleashing our faculty and staff to work on some exciting 
projects in the Nashville arts community, such as performing a staged concert with the Nashville 
Symphony and a Shakespeare play with the Nashville Shakespeare Festival, and hosting an incredible 
fine art auction. 

We will also be launching a new initiative called CEA at The Well—a live music venue at The Well 
Coffeehouse on Granny White Pike across from the Lipscomb campus with the entrepreneurial 
mission of raising money to fund the creation of wells in Africa and opening the doors of arts 
education to the next generation of students here in Nashville.

You can get more information on these new ventures and more by signing up for our digital 
newsletter at scott.baker@lipscomb.edu. Join us, as we are quickly becoming an exciting arts hub for 
the city and the surrounding areas. 

Mike Fernandez
Dean, College of Entertainment & the Arts

Premiering just last year, the College of Entertainment & the Arts has accomplished more than 
we could have ever anticipated in this first year. Some of the highlights of the college’s growth 
include the establishment of a new contemporary music degree and undergraduate degrees in film, 
entertainment design and animation; and a gift of $5 million as the lead gift to build the Boone Family 
Center for the Performing Arts. 

If that were not enough, the CEA is working to further align with the artistic vision of the city with 
degrees like Nashville’s first MFA in theatre; an undergrad degree program called Get Your Degree 
on the Road for entertainment professionals who haven’t completed their degrees; an M.A. in art 
therapy; and an online MFA in film and TV writing.

We believe our educational experience is among the best in the country as evidenced by a wide 
range of qualified faculty and artists in residence who have years of professional experience and 
recognitions including Grammy, Emmy and Dove Awards. Adding to real-world experiences, the CEA 
has started an entrepreneurial Shark Tank called Create What’s Next. Students with the best ideas 
are awarded money and access to a network of industry professionals and faculty who will see the 
idea through to fruition.

In this magazine there is information on Homecoming, which will include  an on-campus art crawl 
and Beauty and the Beast performances on Nov. 4-6 (page 22). I am confident you will find a show or 
program that inspires you to enjoy another outstanding season of the arts at Lipscomb!

 

L. Randolph Lowry
President, Lipscomb University
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Now in the College of Entertainment & the Arts
Rhett (Akins) attended Lipscomb from 2008-
2011 before signing a record deal with Big  
Machine Records in Nashville. While on  
campus, Rhett studied organizational  
communication, was a member of Tau Phi social 
club and a performer in the Tau Phi Cowboy 
Show. Lipscomb’s contemporary music program 
officially launched in fall 2015 with 21 majors 
and at the time of printing has 35 incoming 
freshmen.

“The contemporary music program was designed 
to have no gap between the classroom and the 
professional music industry,” said Charlie  
Peacock, a Grammy-award-winning record  
producer and founding director of the program.  
One way they do this is through connecting 
students with artists who are currently in the 
industry, such as Rhett.

theatre 
Crucible co-production 
proved one of Blackbird’s 
most popular
In February Lipscomb Theatre staged a  
co-production with Blackbird Theater,  
Lipscomb’s semi-professional theater  
company-in-residence, presenting an  
American classic that also happened to be  
reflective of 2015’s highly charged political  
atmosphere: Arthur Miller’s The Crucible.

The production combined the talents of  
Lipscomb faculty and students with the  
acclaimed talents of Blackbird co-founders  

Wes Driver (’95) and Greg Greene (’93).  
The cast was an integration of Lipscomb  
students, Nashville actors, Lipscomb alumni  
and a Lipscomb professor.

The production received rave reviews with  
special attention given to Beki Baker, stage  
director and chair of the Department of Theatre 
at Lipscomb University. It was Blackbird 
Theater’s best-attended show here at Lipscomb 
since its establishment in 2010, with several 
performances selling out.

The production was designed by Andy Bleiler, 
Lipscomb technical director and adjunct  
professor. Emily Meinerding, a junior theater 
major at Lipscomb, played Abigail Williams to 
critical acclaim, and Sarah Zanotti, (’16), was 
also singled out for praise in the production.  

“This show has given me a unique  
opportunity to grow as an actor through 
watching and bringing The Crucible to life with 
professionals who are so deeply devoted to their 
work,” said Meinerding. “Being a part of this 
show with professional actors and my peers is a 
joy and a privilege.”

Although The Crucible was set during the late 
1600s, the issues explored are still relevant to 
issues faced today.

“2015 was an unusually relevant time to unpack 
Miller’s play and expose humanity’s failings and 
redemption,” said Baker. “I hope that in this  
production, audience members can see  
themselves in the characters, and we can all walk 
away asking ourselves how we can learn to  
operate in healing and loving ways rather than 
letting trepidations and terrors lead the way.”

theatre 
Kennedy Center  
recognizes students, 
faculty
Over the past year a number of students and  
professors from Lipscomb’s Department of 
Theatre have been recognized by the Kennedy 
Center American College Theatre Festival for 
excellence in acting, stage management and 
direction. 

Students recognized with nominations for the 
Irene Ryan Acting Award this past year were:

• Lacy Hartselle (’15) and Taylor Browning 
(’15) for Dancing at Lughnasa;

• Ann Marie Bagge (’17) and Nelson Tilley 
(’17) for The Compleat Works of Wm. Shakspr… 
Abridged;

• Bekah Purifoy (’17) for Into the Woods;
• Sarah Zanotti (’16) for Into the Woods and  

The Crucible;
• Emily Meinerding (’18) for The Crucible;
• Elijah Wallace (’17) and Haley Sue Pearson 

(’18) for You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.

Taylor Wood (’17) was recognized with a 
nomination for the National Stage Management 
Award for her work in both Into the Woods and 
The Crucible. 

Theatre department Chair Beki Baker was 
recognized with a citation for Excellence in 
Directing for her work on Dancing at Lughnasa, 
and theatre department Adjunct Professor Scott 
Baker was similarly recognized for directing Into 
the Woods.

music 
Junior Sarah Wood  
wins first Amy Grant 
scholarship
Sarah Wood, a junior from Pueblo, Colorado, 
and one of three Lipscomb students in the folk 
quartet The Arcadian Wild, was the inaugural 
recipient of the Amy Grant Endowed  
Scholarship in December.

Wood is a vocal music performance major who 
plays guitar, piano, ukulele, banjo and mandolin. 
As one of the four members of The Arcadian 
Wild, Wood has recorded an EP and toured 
the nation for six weeks this summer with the 
group. She has also interned at the Gospel  
Music Association and helps lead a weekly  
worship service at the Tennessee Prison for 
Women.

This summer she also worked on a solo project 
called The Wildwood and expects it to be 
released by Vohnic Records in August.

The Amy Grant Endowed Scholarship is  
awarded once a year and is based on the 
candidate’s artistic skill, passion for Christ and 
demonstration of a desire to use those skills for 
the betterment of other people. 

Wood was surprised with the scholarship while 
performing with The Arcadian Wild at the 2015 
Lighting of the Green concert in December. The 
scholarship’s namesake, Grammy Award- 
winning singer and annual Lighting of the 
Green hostess Amy Grant, was surprised 
on-stage at the annual holiday celebration the 
year before when the university announced the 
establishment of the scholarship in her honor.

After her scholarship was announced, Wood 
was able to speak with Grant backstage. “The 
way she looks at all people, she really believes 
that everyone is a gift from God,” Wood said 
of Grant. “She is so humble and encouraging. 
Being able to hear about her walk with the  
Lord has caused me to be really intentional in 
my walk with the Lord and to love people  
every day.”

Wood has been interested in music since her 
youth, having been inspired at the GMA’s  
annual Immerse conference as a high schooler. 
As a performer in Lipscomb’s A Cappella  
Singers, she met two of her founding  
bandmates—Everett Davis (‘16) (who has since 
left the band to go to graduate school) and  
Lincoln Mick—and they decided to work on 
music throughout the summer of their freshman 
year. By that fall, they had picked up the final  
member of the band, Isaac Horn, and a local 
producer recorded their first EP after a  
Kickstarter campaign provided the funds.

music 
Alumnus Thomas Rhett 
visits contemporary  
music students, chapel
In February, Academy of Country Music Award 
winner and Lipscomb University alumnus 
Thomas Rhett made a special appearance on 
campus to visit with current Lipscomb students 
at the university’s weekly chapel service and in a  
contemporary music class. Rhett, who recently 
won Single Record of the Year for “Die A  
Happy Man,” a tribute love song to his wife, 
Lauren Akins, brought his spouse with him 
to share with students how faith keeps them 
grounded in the intense country music industry.

During the class, Rhett explained that although 
he is blessed to get to pursue his dream for a 
living, he and Akins truly believe that they have 
been given this platform for more than just 
entertaining and writing hit songs.

“It’s a huge blessing to be creative and to get to 
sing songs for a living, but at the same time, we 
know for a fact that we have been put in this 
position to be on the road and open for certain 
artists. Maybe we’ll only have one  
conversation with them, but that may have  
completely changed their life,” Rhett explained. 
“It’s not by anything that I said or have done, 
but something that the Lord completely  
ordained.”

Sarah Wood (left) receives the first Amy Grant (right) Endowed Scholarship.

Thomas Rhett (Akins)  
and his wife Lauren at chapel. The Crucible
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cinematic arts 
Department films  
sitcom Drama Major
Steve Taylor, Lipscomb filmmaker-in- 
residence, is also a recent recipient of an MFA 
in Film and Creative Media. As part of his  
capstone project for the degree, he created 
Drama Major, a sitcom pilot set in a small town 
college theater department.

Taylor has strong varied and entrepreneurial 
career experience to draw on for the project. In 
addition to his work as a filmmaker (Blue Like 
Jazz, The Second Chance), he also has a  
successful career as a recording artist, currently 
recording and performing with his band, Steve 
Taylor & The Perfect Foil, while he teaches film 
production and directing at Lipscomb.

Taylor began writing the script in summer 
2015, drawing on the expertise of his longtime 
friend Dean Batali, veteran TV writer and show 
runner for popular series like Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer and That 70’s Show, at a brainstorming  
workshop held at Lipscomb in July.

“Dean Mike Fernandez and I were trying to 
figure out a project where students could get 
firsthand experience working in a professional 
environment,” said Taylor. “We’re both big 

believers in having our cinematic arts program 
collaborating with theater students, which is 
why both programs share a space on campus. 
Every day I get to observe theater students and 
faculty, and it’s an environment unlike any other 
on campus. Which is why it’s an environment 
begging for a sitcom.”

After Taylor wrote the pilot script last fall, he 
directed the project with nearly 20 Lipscomb 
students serving as actors, crew, and even doing 
editing and visual effects. They worked  
alongside seasoned professionals, including  
producer Dona Spangler (Stoker), assistant 
director Korey Pollard (ABC’s Nashville), and 
lead actresses Marin Miller (Blue Like Jazz) and 
recent graduate Lacy Hartselle (’15). Scenes 
were filmed in Shamblin Theatre, the Bennett  
Campus Center, Bison Square and other  
campus locales.

“The enthusiasm of our students and the  
additional resources provided by the  
entrepreneurial, ‘can do’ environment that the 
college has created here at the College of  
Entertainment & the Arts has made the  
experience thoroughly enjoyable.”

Taylor is finishing up post-production on the 
pilot this summer, after which he hopes to 
secure funding for an entire six-to-eight episode 
season to be shot on campus during the coming 
school year.

art & design 
Design alumnus named 
2016 Rising Star

Lighting designer and technician Stephen 
Moss (’11) of Nashville was the winner of the 
United States Institute for Theatre Technology’s 
2016 Rising Star Award sponsored by LDI/
Live Design.

Moss, whose lighting design has been called 
“exceedingly evocative and artful,” is resident 
lighting designer for Studio Tenn Theatre 
Company in Nashville. He also works as a 
freelance lighting designer and concert lighting 
technician.

Moss received the award at USITT 2016 in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, in March. The Rising Star 
Award is presented annually to a young design-

er in lighting, sound, scenic or projection design 
in the first four years of his or her career after 
completing his or her college degree.

“Stephen Moss is a wonderful addition to the 
list of Rising Star winners,” says Ellen Lampert-
Gréaux, Live Design’s creative director. “It’s al-
ways a delight to discover such a talented young 
designer, who comes so highly recommended.  
We look forward to following his career.”

Moss graduated from Lipscomb with his BA 
in technical theatre. In his senior year, Studio 
Tenn staged a production of A Christmas Carol 
at Lipscomb, and Moss co-designed the  
production along with his lighting design  
professor, David Hardy. “At the end, I gave 
them my card and said, ‘If you ever need a 
lighting designer, call me.’ And they actually 
called me the next semester to design The Glass 
Menagerie,” Moss said.

That year, he was nominated for Broadway 
World Nashville’s Best Lighting Design Award. 
In a review of the Studio Tenn production of 
The Glass Menagerie, Broadway World  
Nashville theatre critic Jeffrey Ellis described 
“the particularly beautiful golden glow of  
Stephen Moss’ expressive and evocative  
lighting.”

The next year, Studio Tenn was producing the 
reopening gala for Nashville’s newly restored 

Franklin Theatre. “The LD they had lined up 
couldn’t do it, so they called me two days before 
my graduation and said, ‘Would you be  
interested?’ ‘Uh, yeah!’” he recalled. “And I’ve 
been doing shows there ever since. I was in the 
right place at the right time.”

USITT is the national nonprofit serving the live 
entertainment design and technology industry.

art & design 

Fashion, business  
partner on Italy trip
The Department of Fashion and Design offered 
its first international trip this past May to  
Florence, Italy. Held in partnership with 
Lipscomb’s College of Business, the trip took 
seven fashion students to tour the headquarters 
and factories of some of the biggest names in 
fashion: Gucci, Ferragamo, Perugia, Cuccinelli 
and Cavalli.

Kathy Bates, assistant professor in the fashion 
program, has led Lipscomb student tours of the 
New York fashion industry for more than 30 
years, but this spring is the first time she has led 
students in Italy. Through the partnership with 
the College of Business, fashion students took 

one three-hour course in fashion and one three-
hour course in business while on the trip.

“Italy played a crucial role in the development 
of fashion during the Renaissance,” said Bates, 
the long-time director of Lipscomb’s fashion 
program, who has also studied the history of  
fashion in London as well as in Milan, Venice 
and Florence. “Some of the leading styles came 
from around Florence, and they were very  
influential. A lot of the companies we know  
today got started in Italy years ago and many 
are still family run and operated. The  
workmanship is known to be incredible.”

Andy Borchers, chair of the marketing,  
entrepreneurship and management department 
in the business college, who went on the trip 
with 12 business students and another business 
professor, said the trip exposed international 
business majors to highly successful artisan 
business models.

“They do a brilliant job of mixing old  
techniques with modern designs,” said Becca 
Dean, a senior entrepreneurship and fashion 
merchandising major. “Even though a garment 
may take much longer to produce, it has greater 
value because it is handmade with the best  
techniques and the best fabrics available. I 
would love to one day create a company that 
embodies many of these same characteristics.”

Filmmaker and Artist-in-Residence Steve Taylor  
films Drama Major in Bennett Campus Center.

Fashion students learned an artisan approach to book-making  
and other business models for custom-made products in Italy.

Stephen Moss

Now in the College of Entertainment & the Arts
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Thomas Rhett
Thomas Rhett (Akins), who attended Lipscomb from 2008-2011, has taken Music 
City by storm with the release of his second album. Tangled Up features his recent hit 
single “Die A Happy Man” that tied Taylor Swift’s record claiming the No. 1 spot on the 
Billboard U.S. Country Airplay chart for six weeks in a row.

“Die A Happy Man,” a tribute love song to his wife, Lauren, won the 2016 Academy of 
Country Music Award for Single Record of the Year. He was also nominated for New 
Male Vocalist and Album of the Year at the ACM awards, and was nominated for New 
Artist of the Year at the 2016 Country Music Awards.

Kelsea Ballerini
A native of Knoxville, Tennessee, Kelsea Ballerini attended Lipscomb from 2011-2013 
and has scored two No. 1 hits on the Billboard Country Airplay chart for her first single 
“Love Me Like You Mean It” and second single “Dibs.” 

Ballerini received the Rising Star honor at Billboard’s Women in Music event in  
December, and in April she received the Academy of Country Music Award for New 
Female Vocalist of the Year. The country breakout star also teamed up with pop star 
Nick Jonas for a special performance at the ACM awards show.

Ballerini was also nominated for the 2015 Country Music Awards’ New Artist of theYear 
and Female Vocalist of the Year.

Lacy Hartselle 
Lacy Hartselle graduated in May of 2015 with a B.F.A. in acting, and she has had a variety of stage 
and screen roles as well as other opportunities come her way.

This year she appeared in the coming-of-age drama Novitiate, the new TV series #KillerPost, and she 
also played Luke’s intern on the ABC series Nashville. In May she performed in Nashville Repertory 
Theatre’s production of Gruesome Playground Injuries. 

Hartselle has also starred in a few national commercials with Dodge Ram, had a supporting lead 
role in the film Remember the Goal, a role in the film Million Dollar Song, and roles in music videos for 
Easton Corbin and Dan + Shay, and in Dance Network’s original series Steady Mobbin’.  

Austin Hunt 
Austin Hunt (’15) recently enjoyed a nine-month contract at Orlando Shakespeare Theater as an 
acting/education intern. Since his time there, he has been cast in Magic Tree House: A Ghost Tale for 
Mister Dickens and understudying roles such as “Boy/Peter” in Peter and the Starcatcher. 

As an educator, he has developed and written new curriculum for classes and in-school workshops, 
developing study guides and lesson plans that merge theater education and Florida State Education 
Standards. 

Hunt performed in The Tempest and the world premiere of a new modern-verse translation from 
Oregon Shakes “Play On!” Series, The Adventures of Pericles. He has also provided original  
choreography for Pericles as well.

Hope Koehler
Hope Koehler (’81) is an alumna who is currently an associate professor of voice at West Virginia 
University. Koehler serves on the voice faculty of the Kentucky Governor’s School for the Arts, as 
well as the Tennessee Governor’s School for the Arts. She also serves on the faculty of the American 
Institute of Musical Studies in Graz, Austria. 

Koehler has appeared with many opera companies and orchestras and is a regular performer and 
soloist with the American Spiritual Ensemble, a group that performs around the world and whose 
mission is to keep American spirituals alive and vibrant. She can be heard on the CDs The Lily of the 
Valley, Swing Low, Sweet Chariot and The Spirit of the Holidays.

Alumni Spotlights

More alumni news…
Studio Tenn lighting designer and technician Stephen Moss (’11) was the winner of 
the United States Institute for Theatre Technology’s 2016 Rising Star Award.  
See story on page 4.

Meagan Rust (’08) works at Cheekwood Botanical Garden where she develops  
educational material to supplement the garden’s art exhibits, including this summer’s 
International Playhouses. See story on page 24.

Hey Alumni!
We’re looking to our past to build our future. Please contact us to update 
us on your life and work, and connect with us as we grow the CEA.

To update your information, go to alumni.lipscomb.edu/classnotes.

Thomas Rhett visited a contemporary music class in February.



Season Magazine Fall 2016     98      College of Entertainment & the Arts

Music City vet strikes a 
chord with contemporary 
music program
Charlie Peacock needs no introduction around Music City.   

Having produced award-winning groups such as The Civil Wars and The Lone 
Bellow, Peacock has compiled a colorful resume of success, experience and 
connections within the multi-billion dollar music industry.

For more than 35 years, this songwriter, 
artist and Grammy-award-winning record 
producer has been perfecting his craft. He 
has recorded several of his own albums, 
including the instrumental jazz recordings 
Love Press Ex-Curio and Arc of the Circle, 
and 2012’s No Man’s Land, his latest vocal 
project. 

Peacock was also a part of singer/
songwriter Amy Grant’s 1991 album, 

Every Heartbeat and alternative rock band 
Switchfoot’s Dare You to Move album in 
2003. 

That’s why when Lipscomb’s College 
of Entertainment & the Arts set out 
to launch its new contemporary music 
program last year, Peacock, already an 
artist-in-residence for the university, was 
just the man for the job. 

“Our goal was to ultimately create a program that would teach 
students how to not just survive, but to thrive in the current music 
industry,” said Peacock. “Our curriculum prepares our students to be 
successful both artistically and economically.”

Peacock spent nine months designing the curriculum for the new 
bachelor’s program to be compliant with the National Association of 
Schools of Music and to compete with other benchmark institutions 
such as Berklee College of Music in Boston and Belmont University 
here in Nashville. He will continue promoting and developing 
the contemporary music program and all the School of Music’s 
programs as the newly named director of the school. 
 
The contemporary music program trains students in all aspects 
of contemporary and creative music and includes both singer/
songwriter and music production tracks. 

“This degree will prepare students to work in the music industry as 
soon as they graduate from Lipscomb,” Peacock continued. “We put 
a focus on training independent and entrepreneurial artists and want 
to teach students how to always reinvent themselves creatively and 
businesswise.” 

Lipscomb’s contemporary music program officially launched in fall 
2015 with a goal of recruiting 10 majors. The first class actually 
enrolled 21 majors and at the time of publication there were more 
than 35 new majors expected for fall 2016. 

“The program was designed to have no gap between the classroom 
and the professional music industry,” Peacock explained. “Our 
students have exposure to significant learning opportunities such 
as internships, studio visits, meet-and-greets with artists, attending 
guest lectures and concerts, which are all significant aspects of the 
industry.”

This approach is reflected in the faculty, such as professional 
drummer, Marcus Finnie, who plays with the Grammy-winning 
saxophonist, Kirk Whalum, and Brooke Waggoner, noted pop 
composer.

“The number one goal for the School of Music and for this program 
is to provide an artistic, effective musical education that will equip 
students to succeed in the marketplace,” said Peacock. “Everything 
we do is about great artistry and employability.” 

Peacock also brought his expertise to the contemporary music 
program’s new facilities located in a Granny White Pike home. The 
Contemporary Music House was intentionally designed to have 
the look and feel of a Music Row studio house, allowing students 
to experience what it is like to record in the same environment that 
professionals do.

Complete with the latest technology and software, as 
well as a professional control room and tracking room, 
multi-purpose classrooms, a student lounge, kitchen and 
offices, the music production house is a model of design to 
encourage community and collaboration.

“The new facilities truly create a sense of community 
and develop camaraderie,” said Peacock. “Our School of 
Music students are encouraged to collaborate together. 
For example, a music production student helps a singer/
songwriter student, a cellist overdubs a part in the studio. 
This gives all students unique opportunities to grow.”

Although it has its own facilities, the contemporary music 
program is fully integrated with the School of Music, said 
Donna King, the newly named interim chair of the School 
of Music.

“Contemporary music students study the music business 
and hone performance skills with Peacock and other 
industry professionals, but they also study music theory and 
literature along with students in classical degree programs, 
participate in recital seminars with all School of Music 
students and join with their peers in classical performance 
programs,” she said.

Professional Notes
Aside from being an artist-in-residence and director of 
the School of Music, Peacock has been heavily involved 
in other off-campus projects this year.

Peacock wrote the theme song for AMC’s hit-TV show, 
TURN: Washington Spies, and recently renewed the 
contract for that song for the third consecutive season. 
He also co-produced singer-songwriter Joy Williams’ 
album entitled Venus (Acoustic), Castro for Curb 
Records and Angelica Garcia’s debut recording for 
Warner Brothers Records.

Contemporary Music Ensemble
Nov. 17, 7:30 p.m.
Collins Alumni Auditorium

Artist SpotlightSchool of Music

You’re  
Invited

Charlie Peacock (at the back) working with students in the  
Music Row-style contemporary music studio house on Granny White Pike.
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Paul Barnes
Sept. 9
Ward Hall, 7:30 p.m.

Concert featuring Paul Barnes, who specializes in contemporary 
compositions for the piano and has been especially active in recording 
and performing the works of famed composer Philip Glass. 

Jazz and Improvisation Workshop
Nov. 10
Shamblin Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

An evening of improvisation-based music featuring our newly formed 
workshop ensemble will heat up Shamblin Theatre as the weather turns to 
winter. Under the direction of Charlie Peacock, this ensemble will introduce you 
to new music written by Peacock and the students. 

Voices of Christmas Concert
Dec. 4
Ward Hall, 2:30 p.m.

Usher in the holiday season with a recital of sacred Christmas solos presented 
by students from Lipscomb’s vocal studio program.  Lipscomb’s Vocal Jazz 
Ensemble will also perform several carol arrangements. 

The Lipscomb School of Music is right at home in Music City. With robust offerings in classical, jazz, vocal and contemporary music, the school is crafting 
the next generation of musicians in the country’s most exciting city for live music. Come to a concert! We have offerings to suit every musical taste.

For more information on events, contact the School of Music at 615.966.5929 or visit lipscomb.edu/music.

Wind Ensemble Concert
Oct. 10
Flatt Amphitheater, 5 p.m.

Join us outside at Flatt Amphitheater and skip rush hour traffic to enjoy 
the sounds of the University Wind Ensemble.

Vocal Jazz Ensemble Concert
Nov. 15
Shamblin Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

Lipscomb’s Vocal Jazz Ensemble performs a concert of jazz standards in a 
cabaret setting. Members Savannah Swanson, Sarah Wood, Savannah Turpin, 
Tate Burns and Ethan Bennett will perform pieces covered by Manhattan 
Transfer, New York Voices and The Real Group including “Corner Pocket,” 
“Foreign Affair” and “Chanson D’Amour.” Light refreshments will be served 
before the performance. 

Contemporary Music Ensemble Concert
Nov. 17
Collins Alumni Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

Produced by Grammy Award-winning producer, Charlie Peacock, this concert 
is fast becoming one of the hottest events on campus all year. Get your tickets 
early! 

School of Music Music Events 2016

lipscombuniversityschoolofmusic

@lipscombmusic
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appointment at Lipscomb, where he teaches future generations of 
filmmakers, producers and directors.

“For me this was a defining moment,” Feldman said. “Our students 
just jumped in, did what they could and got some great experience 
along the way. This was a total Lipscomb joyfest!”

Feldman says the Sesame Workshop team was impressed with the 
skill and quality of the Lipscomb film students who were part of 
the project. Lipscomb’s veterans services office also played a key role 
with Susan Lee, VA certifying official at Lipscomb, leading the way.

Lee helped identify children of veterans who had recently 
transitioned from military to civilian life to be interviewed for the 
program. The families of several of Lipscomb’s student veterans 
and alumni were interviewed during production. The Sesame Street 
for Military Families: Transitions episode was filmed last fall in 
Nashville’s Sevier Park, about a mile north of the Lipscomb campus, 
and featured veterans and their families along with popular Sesame 
Street icons Elmo and Rosita.

Several Department of Cinematic Arts students played key roles 
in the production and gained hands-on experience in the planning 
process and on set. They also had an opportunity to learn from 
Feldman’s vast experience in the industry.

Feldman’s work on Sesame Street earned him an Emmy Award and 
six Emmy nominations, while his work with Barney and Friends, 
The Wubbulous World of Dr. Seuss, The Nick News and The Christopher 
Lowell Show contributed to six additional Emmy Awards and 
nominations. He has produced work for PBS, CBS, Disney, 
Nickelodeon, Cartoon Network, Comedy Central, MSNBC and 
Discovery among others. 

Graduate film student Josh Link served as second assistant  
cameraman on the studio shoot with Elmo, Rosita and the kids  
and edited some of the studio segments. 

“Getting to work with Sesame Street was a pretty surreal experience. 
There’s this moment where you’re holding the slate in front of 
Elmo’s face and you’re like, ‘What is happening right now? That is 
Elmo. People have been trampled buying a Tickle Me Elmo doll 
on Black Friday and here I am calling out scenes and shots next to 
him. How cool is this?’” said Link, who is also the recruiting and 
marketing coordinator for the College of Entertainment & the Arts.  

“Then I’m getting notes on an edit, and at the bottom of the notes 
is someone’s email signature with the Sesame Street logo attached to 
it. Crazy. One of the biggest things I learned was just how to work 
with a bigger company and how to operate within their system, 
which was pretty rewarding,” Link said.

Christy Sasi, a graduate film student who will complete her 
studies at Lipscomb in December, has an undergraduate 
degree in animation from Picasso Animation College 
located in her hometown of New Delhi, India. 

Her role with the Military Transitions program literally 
began on the drawing board as she worked on the music 
video segment with Feldman. She also was a production 
assistant on the set and helped with the music playback 
process during the shoot.

What particularly stood out to Sasi was Feldman’s skill 
working with young children who were part of the film 
shoot.

“It was interesting to see how the characters Elmo and 
Rosita were designed particularly for the young audience,” 
she said. “Steve was so patient with the children on set and 
made them feel very comfortable. I learned so many small 
but important lessons about how to interact with kids on a 
set so that they will be at their best during the shoot.  
It was really an eye-opener for me.”

“Sesame Street for Military Families: Transitions”  
was released earlier this year. Resources are found at  
www.sesamestreetformilitaryfamilies.org.

Artist Spotlight

Film students work with television 
icons for Sesame Workshop

Feldman, an Emmy award-winning director with more than 20 years’ experience in 
children’s programming including directing and producing for Sesame Street, gave his 
graduate students a unique opportunity to work with Muppet superstars Elmo and Rosita 
on the popular program this past fall.

Sesame Workshop is the nonprofit educational organization behind Sesame Street, which 
has been a television staple for children in more than 150 countries for generations.  
In addition, the Sesame Workshop helps children and their families navigate challenging 
life situations such as death, bullying, divorce and tough financial times through 
educational programming.

Recently, the workshop developed a series called Sesame Street for Military Families: 
Transitions, to assist military families in transition, and tapped Feldman to produce. It was 
an ideal coming together of his passion for children’s programming and his new faculty 

Can you tell me  
how to get to  
Sesame Street? 
Lipscomb cinematic 
arts students and 
adjunct professor  
Steve Feldman 
certainly can.

Department of Cinematic Arts

Reel-World Experience
Aside from being on faculty at Lipscomb’s cinematic 
arts program, Feldman has been heavily involved in 
other off-campus projects this year.

He has been working in England with Elam Ministries 
helping them upgrade their programming for the Iranian 
Church, and he’s also the director of a pilot for a new 
children’s series.

Steve Feldman’s episode of Sesame Street for Military Families: Transitions  
featured Elmo with his friends in Sevier Park.

Steve Feldman
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Department of 
Cinematic Arts

Shawn Lawler • Sept. 20
Have you ever wondered if Robert De Niro is actually driving in a car in New York City while 
acting in a scene in a big movie? Spoiler Alert! He is not! Instead, the footage behind him 
is called a “driving plate,” which is the footage in the background when the characters are 
driving. Shawn Lawler is one of the industry’s leading providers of this kind of footage. His 
company, Driving Plates, specializes in green screen work and footage for movies including 
The Intern. Come out to see Lawler and his business partner, David C. Smith, demonstrate 
green screen techniques that are used in the biggest movies.

Lipscomb University’s Department of Cinematic Arts studies filmmaking with a hands-on approach. We connect students 
with industry professionals through opportunities such as travelling to Cannes, France, for the Cannes Film Festival, the 
world’s largest of its kind. Recently, Lipscomb introduced Tennessee’s first MFA in filmmaking, and last year we launched 
a BFA in film production. Consistently working on feature films, video promotions, commercials and web series as a part of 
everyday student life, this department is the place to be for those who are serious about creating a sustainable career in the 
film/TV industry.

For more information on events, contact the Department of Cinematic Arts at 615.966.7111 or visit 
lipscomb.edu/cinematicarts for updates and details on these events.

Jason Matthew Smith • Nov. 2
Best known for his role as “Cupcake” in the J.J. Abrams-directed Star Trek reboot films, 
actor Jason Matthew Smith is a classically trained actor with multiple TV and film credits 
to his name. Smith will discuss his experiences with acting for film and television as 
well as his transformation from Midwest high school football player to a working actor 
in Hollywood. Smith will speak on how to survive in Los Angeles and build a sustainable 
career in the industry.

Maxim Jago • Oct. 17
Filmmaker, futurist, hotly sought after lecturer, martial artist and author of the manual 
for the Adobe Premier Pro editing software, Maxim Jago is a Renaissance man and an 
authority on all things film, TV and media. Jago will share his insights and predictions for 
the future of film, trends to keep an eye on, and some of his upcoming projects like Jolie’s 
Garden and Orpheus Rising. You don’t want to miss this rare opportunity!

Scott Derrickson • Dec. 2
Before he joins us for his night with the AiR series, Scott Derrickson, director of Marvel’s 
upcoming Doctor Strange, will speak to us about his experience directing and writing hit 
movies like The Exorcism of Emily Rose, Sinister and Deliver Us From Evil. Derrickson will 
discuss why he believes making horror films is actually a Christian pursuit and his reasons 
for why more Christians in the industry should make scary films.

You’re
Invited

filmcreativemediaatlipscombuniversity
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Barely a week goes by that the College of Entertainment & the Arts doesn’t offer a chance to enjoy the arts and  
popular culture on campus. Check out the calendar below to see a day-by-day listing of this fall’s events. 

For more details, contact the College of Entertainment & the Arts at 615.966.5230 or visit lipscomb.edu/CEA.  
All events are free except where indicated.

art  
Cumberland Society of Painters 
Exhibit of paintings, Hutcheson Gallery

music  
Paul Barnes 
Piano concert, Ward Hall, 7:30 p.m. 

theatre  
The 39 Steps 
Alfred Hitchcock’s classic spy thriller, $17 for adults, $12 for 
faculty/staff and $5 for students. Tickets ordered through 
the Lipscomb Box Office, 615.966.7075.

film  
Shawn Lawler  
Owner of Driving Plates scenery company, lecture

music  
Wind Ensemble Concert
Flatt Amphitheater, 5 p.m.

music  
Dove Awards
Allen Arena, $35-$200, doveawards.com

film  
Maxim Jago 
Filmmaker, futurist and author of the manual for  
Adobe Premier Pro, lecture

art  
Karen Seapker 
Exhibit of paintings, Hutcheson Gallery

fashion  
Men’s Style Project 
Fashion show and panel discussion Shamblin Theatre, 5 p.m.

theatre  
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast 
Disney’s beloved musical, $17 for adults, $12 for faculty/staff 
and $5 for student. Tickets ordered through the Lipscomb 
Box Office, 615.966.7075.

film  
Jason Matthew Smith 
“Cupcake” in Star Trek Into Darkness, lecture

music  
Jazz and Improvisation Workshop
Shamblin Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

art  
Andreas Deja 
Disney animator, lecture, Shamblin Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

music  
Vocal Jazz Ensemble Concert
Shamblin Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

music  
Contemporary Music Ensemble Concert
Collins Alumni Auditorium, 7:30 p.m., $5

music  
Tokens
Ryman Auditorium, tokensshow.com/CEA

film  
Scott Derrickson,  
Director of The Exorcism of Emily Rose and the upcoming 
Doctor Strange, lecture, Shamblin Theatre, 7:30 p.m.  
Tickets required. Call to inquire.

music  
Voices of Christmas Concert
Ward Hall, 2:30 p.m.

CEA Events Day by Day

Aug. 29-
Oct. 14

Sept. 9

Sept. 16-18 
and 23-25

Sept. 20

Oct. 10

Oct 11.

Oct. 17

Oct. 24-
Dec. 9

Oct. 24

Oct. 27-30 
and Nov. 3-6

Nov. 2

Nov. 10

Nov. 11

Nov. 15

Nov. 17

Nov. 20

Dec. 2

Dec. 4
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Our daughter, Emmaline, was born while I was still teaching part-
time and for the first few years of her life, my husband Scott, now 
with the College of Entertainment & the Arts, and I passed her 
back and forth between us, often just driving her to the theatre and 
back when we taught back-to-back classes. “Yes, and…”

In the midst of all that, I also worked as an active professional in the 
Nashville theatre scene: I directed Julius Caesar starring former NFL 
running back Eddie George for the Nashville Shakespeare Festival, 
Disney’s Tarzan for the National Association for Music Education, 
Arthur Miller’s The Crucible and George Bernard Shaw’s Man and 
Superman for Blackbird Theater, several readings for the Nashville 
Repertory Theatre’s Ingram New Works Festival, and more.  
“Yes, and…”

This is the department’s mantra, too. Thanks to Dean Mike 
Fernandez (who arrived as the previous theatre chair in 2008) and 
all of our faculty and staff, we’ve seen undergraduate enrollment 
grow by several hundred percent since those early days, added 
several new degree options, established the Nashville High School 
Musical Theatre Awards and are working to build a highly-
anticipated new performing arts facility. “Yes, and…”

Speaking of growing, our family added twin sons this April. This 
would be difficult enough in any circumstance, but it would be 
impossible if Lipscomb weren’t such a wonderful and supportive 
environment in which to raise a family. We adjust, we help one 
another, and we take what comes and build on it as best we can. 
“Yes, and…”

What better way to celebrate the spirit of this phrase than with a 
theatre season that takes everything we’ve been given and pushes it 
to the next level?

At Lipscomb, we have offered fun and engaging children’s theatre 
productions every year—from James and the Giant Peach to 
Seussical. School children from all over town look forward to these 
productions every year. But this November we are pulling out all the 

stops with Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, a musical that is 
not only entrancing for children, but is an exciting challenge 
for our department to stage.

The musical will feature a cast of more than 30 people, 
including children, and Leigh Anne Ervin, a dance 
instructor formerly employed by Disney, will choreograph 
the dance numbers. This production will truly bring the 
Disney spirit to our Collins Alumni Auditorium.

In addition, the season will kick off in the fall with a 
staged version of Alfred Hitchcock’s film thriller The 39 
Steps. Everyone will get a kick out of watching this British 
mystery outside in the Flatt Amphitheater. With six cast 
members playing multiple characters, the play calls for 
lightning-fast quick changes, a lot of physical comedy and 
complicated stage tricks that are sure to entertain both the 
younger and older crowd. 

In the spring, Lipscomb Theatre will hold another slate of  
performances sure to please both adults and children. First, 
we will offer the regional university debut of Peter and the 
Starcatcher, a hilarious prequel to one of the most beloved 
children’s stories of all time, Peter Pan. We will then hold 
our annual dance showcase, Elevate, and also partner with 
the Nashville Shakespeare Festival for an all-female, co-
production of Shakespeare’s Richard II. Sean Martin, a 
Lipscomb adjunct professor who has trained at the London 
Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts, will direct this show. 

It’s the kind of season that offers several opportunities for 
entertainment—and education and enrichment—to all our 
audience members of any age, while leaving us all saying, 
“Yes, and…”

So here we stand, at a time of upward growth while we’re 
also deepening our roots. We are heartily grateful for all the 
work of those who have been here before us. We work as a 
team of faculty, staff and students. And all together, like a 
dynamic troupe of improv players, we take what has been 
given to us and respond with a hearty, “Yes, and…!”

We hope you’ll join us this season.

Beki Baker embraces new  
possibilities for 2016-17
By Beki Baker

I teach a course called Improvisational Acting here at Lipscomb University. In  
improv we have a saying—nearly a mantra—which we repeat to help guide our 
choices within the art form:  

“Yes, and…”

The basic idea behind this phrase is that 
we create more interesting stories when we 
accept what is given to us and build on it 
with what we bring. In the context of  
improv, it means that we listen to our 
scene partners and refrain from trying to  
reshape their ideas according to our 
preconceived notions. 

Of course, “yes, and…” is more than a rule 
of improv; for me, it’s a way of life.
I took over as academic chair of the 
theatre department in 2014 after a fairly 
short span as full-time visiting professor 
and an adjunct professor before that. 
Things changed fairly quickly for me. I 
said, “Yes, and…”

Artist Spotlight
Department  
of Theatre

Outstanding Performance
In addition to the work previously mentioned, in 2016 Baker was 
honored with a First Night Nashville award nomination for Best 
Director for her work directing Dancing at Lughnasa at  
Lipscomb last year. Her direction for Blackbird Theater’s  
production of The Crucible met with outstanding critical  
acclaim. She also received a citation for Excellence in Direction 
from the Kennedy Center’s American College Theatre Festival 
for Dancing at Lughnasa.

Beki Baker with her family (including the two on the way) during a busy work day.
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Department of Theatre
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The 39 Steps
Sept. 16-18 and 23-25 • Flatt Amphitheater, 7:30 p.m. • Rating: PG

Come see Alfred Hitchcock’s classic spy thriller, The 39 Steps, brilliantly and hilariously recreated for 
the stage. Follow the incredible adventures of our handsome hero Richard Hannay, complete with stiff-
upper-lip, British gung-ho and pencil moustache as he encounters dastardly murders, double-crossing 
secret agents and, of course, devastatingly beautiful women. This gripping comedy thriller features six 
fearless actors, playing 139 roles in 100 minutes of fast-paced fun and thrilling action.

Disney’s Beauty and the Beast
Collins Alumni Auditorium • 7:30 p.m. (Oct. 27-29 and Nov. 4-5)  
2:30 p.m. (Oct. 30 and Nov. 6) • 9:30 a.m. (Nov. 3) • Rating: G

Be our guest for the classic story of Belle, a young woman in a provincial town, and the Beast, who is 
really a young prince trapped in a spell placed by an enchantress. If the Beast can learn to love and 
be loved, the curse will end and he will be transformed to his former self. But time is running out. If the 
Beast does not learn his lesson soon, he and his household will be doomed for all eternity. 

Elevate Dance Concert
Shamblin Theatre • March 8-10 at 7:30 p.m.

Lipscomb Theatre’s resident dance company, Foundation Dance Theatre, in conjunction with invited 
professional dancers and theatre dance courses, presents an exciting performance featuring all 
styles of dance including jazz, ballet, tap, theatre, modern and more. FDT company members include 
Lipscomb University students with a strong dance background and a passion for telling stories through 
movement.

Peter and the Starcatcher
Feb. 17-19 and 24-26 • Shamblin Theatre • 7:30 p.m. (Feb. 17-18 and Feb. 24-25) 
2:30 p.m. (Feb. 19 and Feb. 26) • Rating: PG

Peter and the Starcatcher is the most hilarious-filled evening of madcap fun! In this five-time  
Tony Award-winning play, a dozen brilliant actors play more than 100 unforgettable characters  
using their enormous talent, ingenious stagecraft, and the limitless possibilities of imagination.  
This swashbuckling grownup prequel to Peter Pan will have you hooked from the moment you let  
your imagination take flight. 

Richard II
Shamblin Theatre • 7:30 p.m. (April 13-15 and April 20-22), 2:30 p.m. (April 23) • Rating: PG

William Shakespeare’s Richard II will be presented in partnership with the Nashville Shakespeare 
Festival. The all-female cast will bring to life the famous history play that tells the very relevant tale of 
heads of state falling from power. This play begins England’s struggle for succession, known as The War 
of the Roses, and the story on which the popular books and TV series Game of Thrones is based.  
“For God’s sake, let us sit upon the ground and tell sad stories of the death of kings…” 

Lipscomb’s Department of Theatre is an exciting place these days. Our students, alumni and faculty can be seen on stages all 
over Nashville. On campus, we offer an exciting season that begins this fall with a comic thriller and a beloved musical. Our faculty 
directors and student actors are regularly recognized with awards both locally and through the Kennedy Center American College 
Theatre Festival. Season tickets offer the best value for seeing all the shows, so contact the box office today!

For more information on these performances, contact the Box Office at 615.966.7075  
or check out theatre.lipscomb.edu.

Theatre Events 2016-2017

For Lipscomb Theatre  
season ticket information  
go to page 23.

lipscombuniversitytheater

@theatrelipscomb

lipscomb_theatre
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Department of Theatre

This package includes all of the fall and spring performances:  
The 39 Steps, Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, Peter and the 
Starcatcher, Elevate and Richard II. Season subscriptions must be 
purchased by Sept. 25, 2016.

Adults: $50 (regularly $85)
Faculty/Staff: $40 as a payroll deduction (regularly $60)
Students (under 18 or with valid student ID) $20 (regularly $25)

Purchasing season tickets is by far the most affordable and easy way to enjoy all of Lipscomb Theatre’s 
offerings. Tickets are regularly $17 for adults, $12 for faculty/staff and $5 for students. To order season or 
sampler subscriptions contact the Lipscomb Box Office at 615.966.7075.

We offer the following packages for your convenience:

This package includes your choice of two performances from all 
the on-campus fall and spring productions: The 39 Steps, Disney’s 
Beauty and the Beast, Peter and the Starcatcher, Elevate and Richard 
II. This package can be purchased at any point in the season.

Adults: $25 (regularly $34)
Faculty/Staff: $20 as a payroll deduction (regularly $24)
Students (under 18 or with valid student ID): $8 (regularly $10)

Season Subscription 

Sampler Subscription 

Theatre Season Tickets

Homecoming is getting a makeover at Lipscomb, and the  
College of Entertainment & the Arts is playing a starring role.

Special Homecoming Performances of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast
Nov. 4-5 at 7:30 p.m. •  Nov. 6 at 2:30 p.m.

Collins Alumni Auditorium  •  $17 adults, $12 faculty, $5 students
theatre.lipscomb.edu
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engage with the gardens or the exhibition and to see it in a different 
way. Education is at the root of all the programs at Cheekwood.”

Rust’s journey to her current position began with strong 
relationships with Lipscomb’s art faculty, including Rocky Horton 
and Cliff Tierney, who encouraged her to step out in faith and 
pursue art more seriously. Through their mentorship, her work was 
chosen as one of several to represent Lipscomb at the Future/Now: 
Midstate Art Majors exhibition at the Frist Center for the Visual 
Arts and she obtained an internship at the Royal Academy of the 
Arts in London.

“Had I gone to a bigger school, I may not have had those 
opportunities,” Rust said.

After graduating from Lipscomb, she was accepted into the Gallatin 
School of Individualized Study at New York University, where 
she studied her own customized blend of art theory, art history, 
anthropology and museum studies to explore how society, media and 
the general public interpret art. At Lipscomb she had taken a similar 
road, majoring in studio art but unofficially minoring in art history 
through several independent studies with faculty.

“Because my Lipscomb education was so interdisciplinary, I was 
really drawn to that NYU program,” Rust said. “Working with the 
professors to explore what I was really interested in, made Gallatin 
the right place for me in 2013.”

For her thesis at NYU, Rust wrote about how the public talked in 
digital spaces about a Kara Walker exhibition in a Domino Sugar 
Factory in Brooklyn, New York. The 75-foot-long sugar sculpture 
made a statement about slavery and the history of the sugar trade, 
but it didn’t get interpreted that way by many posting about it 
online, Rust said.

Upon receiving her master’s in September 2015, Rust went right 
at work at Cheekwood where she now develops educational 
materials to supplement the garden’s art exhibits (like this summer’s 
“International Playhouses”), helps coordinate artist lectures, 
workshops and camps and helps plan festivals such as Cheekwood 
in Bloom, Cheekwood Harvest and the Family Night Out series. 
Rust says that the lessons she learned at Lipscomb still resonate as 
she helps to shape Nashville’s cultural scene today.

“Being encouraged by the faculty to explore my interests and not 
hold back in those times when my ideas weren’t fleshed out, that’s 
when the faculty really pushed me to take it one step further,” she 
said. “They are really invested in students and in helping them 
develop their craft. That expectation to do more, and to think 
outside the box, has translated to grad school and to my career now.”

Department of Visual Arts

Alumna launched to Big Apple 
education and back to  
Cheekwood in hometown
If your child rushed to play in the international playhouses displayed 
at the Cheekwood Botanical Garden in Nashville this summer, or 
if you enjoyed the light and sound installation around the Steve 
Tobin sculptures on the grounds or even one of Cheekwood’s First 
Thursday Nights in the Garden programs, then you have benefitted 
from the hard work of one of Lipscomb’s visual arts alumni.

Meagan Rust (’08), a Nashville 
native, came to Lipscomb majoring 
in pre-architecture, but thanks to the 
encouragement of Lipscomb faculty, she 
left well-prepared to pursue the career that 
truly spoke to her heart.

“This position is exactly what I wanted to 
do,” said Rust, public programs manager 
at Cheekwood. “Developing events to 
help people engage in artwork and to 
understand different viewpoints in works 
of art. Even if it’s just having music in the 
gardens, everything I do is helping people 

School of Art  
& Design

Visual Success
Over the past seven years, the Department 
of Visual Arts has sent graduates to the most 
prestigious art and design schools in the nation. 
Lipscomb students have gone on to graduate 
studies at:

New York University

School of the Art Institute of Chicago

Parsons School of Design at The New School

Corcoran School of the Arts and Design

Ohio State University

Adler University

North Texas University

Meagen Rust used her Lipscomb degree as a platform to attend NYU
and then capture a job at Cheekwood as education program manager.

Rust was involved in developing educational programming  
surrounding this summer’s International Playhouses.
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Fashion and merchandising students study the collection to better 
understand not just the significance of the collection itself, but also 
how to exhibit a historical collection. In addition to exploring how 
fine fashions are conceived, designed on paper and presented on the 
runway, students also look at how to handle historical costumes, and 
find new ways to incorporate period styles into a different decade.

In spring 2016, the Department of Fashion and Design created an 
exhibition of the collection that could be put together quickly and 
transported to other locations, in hopes of making the collection 
more accessible to the public in the future. The exhibition premiered 
in Lipscomb’s Hutcheson Gallery in March.

David Hardy, chair of the Department of Fashion and Design, 
curated the exhibit focusing on the milestone moments in Halston’s 
career.

The department partnered with students within the Raymond B. 
Jones College of Engineering to build a quietly revolving stage as a 
senior project. The stage was used to show off the Halston garments 
to dramatic effect.

The department also made use of Lipscomb alumna Charity Calvin 
(’09), who holds a master’s in apparel, merchandising and interiors 
from the University of Georgia. Her emphasis was in historic/
cultural dress and textiles and she worked in the Historic Clothing 
and Textiles Collection at UGA. She is now working on a Ph.D. 
at Iowa State University. She came to campus to help the fashion 
students choose and stage the garments for the exhibition.

“Creating an exhibit like this gives students hands-on practice 
with a number of valuable skills,” said Calvin. “They were able to 
examine the construction of designer garments, practice display 
techniques for both merchandising and museum work (such as 
selecting garments that visually work well together, understanding 
traffic patterns throughout the exhibit, etc.), learn about appropriate 
handling of historic textiles and what goes on behind the scenes in a 
fashion exhibit.”

Calvin taught a workshop on the basics of caring for historic textile 
collections, where the students learned concepts and terminology 
related to textile conservation, correct handling and storage 
procedures, record-keeping for museum collections and the basics of 
preparing and mounting an exhibit. 

“The students analyzed the methods that had been used to store the 
garments and were able to identify areas for improvement based on 
what they had learned,” she said. “They also brainstormed ideas for 
various ways to use the Lipscomb collection.”

Lipscomb’s Halston Archives allows students to not just read about fashion history 
in a text, but to actually touch and feel it. The archives include garments and artifacts 
owned by the famed designer known only as “Halston,” an American fashion pioneer 
who rose to international fame in the 1970s.

The archives were donated to Lipscomb’s fashion merchandising program in 2002 
by Georgette Mosbacher, then-president and CEO of Borghese Cosmetics in New 
York City. Within the archives are more than 60 garments, including a large selection 
of evening dresses. Other items includedother garments, sketch books, more than 
200 watercolors, press clippings, patterns, videos and interviews with Halston at the 
height of his popularity.

All students in the College of Entertainment & the Arts have the benefit of instructors with years of professional 
experience in their field, but students in the Department of Fashion and Design have the opportunity to learn from the 
works of a truly history-making, global icon in their field.

A modern master and current textiles 
scholar come together for unique exhibition

School of Art & Design

Fashion Forward
In addition to working with Lipscomb students,  
Lipscomb alumna Calvin is busily working to  
enhance her academic career in design and dress 
history.

She was recently published in Clothing and Fashion: 
American Fashion from Head to Toe, a fashion history 
encyclopedia, and presented a professional  
development session on photographing historic textile 
collections at the Costume Society of America national 
symposium in May. We are excited to have Calvin join 
our faculty this fall.

Department of Fashion and Design

Men’s Style 
Project
Oct. 24 • Shamblin 
Theatre, 5 p.m.
Part fashion show, part 
panel discussion about 
how fashion influences 
men in the workplace, 
this event is a partnership 
between the Department 
of Fashion and Design, the 
College of Business and 
the Career Development 
Center. Come for live 
music, lively discussion 
and contemporary fashion. 

You’re  
Invited

Charity Calvin

The Department of Fashion and Design’s new mobile exhibition of Halston designs and archival pieces. 
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animated TV/DVD shows for Big Idea and Christian Broadcasting 
Networks.

Bancroft is now artist-in-residence for undergraduate animation 
in Lipscomb’s College of Entertainment & the Arts, a program he 
developed for the university. He is right at home in the classroom, 
as he has literally written the textbook for budding animators.

His popular character design instruction books, Creating Characters 
with Personality and Character Mentor have become the most 
recognized books on designing characters for animation, video 
games, comic books and cartooning and are required textbooks 
at many art schools around the world. Because of the popularity 
of these books, Bancroft has been hired to design hundreds of 
characters for film, TV and video game productions as well as speak 
at art schools and animation studios around the country and in Italy, 
Canada and Costa Rica.  

Although he stays busy with his work in the animation industry, 
Bancroft says he enjoys being part of Lipscomb’s new, and rapidly 
growing, College of Entertainment & the Arts. He said when Mike 
Fernandez, dean of the college, approached him with the “bold 
idea” to bring in seasoned film, contemporary music and animation 
professionals to help build the college’s offerings, he “couldn’t resist 
being involved.”

“I love what I do with my many day jobs in animation, designing 
characters for film and TV, but I’ve always wanted to give back to 
the next generation of artists and animators,” he admits. “It’s why I 
created my art instruction books and have an online art instruction 
website. Working with Lipscomb is taking that desire to the next 
level for me, and I’m excited about the future of the program and 
where Lipscomb is headed.”

Bancroft says he believes it is important for students in the College 
of Entertainment & the Arts to learn from professionals who are 
also active practitioners.

“I feel strongly that professors should be working in their industries 
even while teaching,” he says. “I intend to keep my toe in the 
professional animation pond, and I see that as a way to help the 

students directly and indirectly.”  

The undergraduate program was established in fall 2015. 
Bancroft has taught Character Design I and II and plans 

on teaching additional classes as the program progresses 
into its second year. Bancroft says he has also been excited 
to bring in industry experts as adjunct professors, including 
John Hill and John Pomeroy, who teach Animation 
History and 2D Animation, respectively.

Bancroft says he is enjoying being in an educational 

setting because he knows firsthand the impact it has on his 
students.

“I was blessed to attend the prestigious California Institute 
of the Arts many years ago. All of my instructors were 
seasoned professionals in the animation field, and many 
worked at Disney or other studios during the day and 
taught at CalArts at night,” he recalls. 

“While those instructors changed my life artistically, I think 
I learned as much or more from my peers. Those fellow 
students, many of whom are directors and art directors at all 
the major animation studios, have become lifelong friends 
and we have all fed each other with work and inspiration 
throughout our careers.”

Bancroft says he is excited about Lipscomb’s new college 
and the impact it will have on the industry.

“A large part of the plan is to instruct our students to create 
content that affirms their faith in the Lord. I believe with 
knowledge, faith and ability our students won’t just change 
Nashville, they can change the world,” he said.  

Bancroft has been nominated for Annie and Rueben 
awards for animation, has spoken at the Kennedy Center 
and was awarded an entry into the Chicago Children’s Film 
Festival. 

Former Disney artist helps  
shape future animators
Chances are you may not know his name, 
but if you have had a child or been a child 
in the last 20 years, you’ve likely seen his 
handiwork.

For more than 25 years artist Tom Bancroft 
has been creating animated shorts, films and 
features. Much of that time was spent working 
for Walt Disney Feature Animation, where he 
was animator on four shorts and eight feature 
films including Beauty and the Beast, The Lion King, 
Aladdin, Pocahontas, Mulan and Brother Bear.

He left Disney in 2000 to follow his heart and help Big 
Idea Productions, creators of the popular “VeggieTales” 
animated series, create its first feature film, Jonah: A 
VeggieTales Movie. While there he also directed and 
co-created the popular 2D animated video series 
LarryBoy Adventures. Bancroft directed eight episodic 

AnimationSchool of  
Art & Design

Andreas Deja 
Disney animator, lecture
Nov. 11
Shamblin Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

You’re  
Invited

Drawing on Success
Aside from being an artist-in-residence and  
founding director for Lipscomb’s new animation 
program, Bancroft has been heavily involved in other 
off-campus projects this year.

He is president of the art instruction website  
TaughtByAPro.com, which brings its workshops to 
Lipscomb each fall. He is co-creator of a daily sketching 
prompt app (SketchBite) and is co-host of the most 
popular animation podcast on iTunes— 
“The Bancroft Brothers Animation Podcast.”

Tom Bancroft, former Disney animator, at work on a new creation.
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School of  
Art & Design

You’re
Invited

CEA Artist-in-Residence (AiR) Series
We don’t like to brag, but we’ve got some friends in high places, and we just love hanging out with them in 
low places and listening to them dish about their careers and their personal lives. Steve Taylor hosts the Artist- 
in-Residence Speaker Series, sitting down with some of the most interesting people in the arts today for a 
disarming—even quirky, sometimes awkward—conversation about their artistry, faith and entrepreneurship. 
These guests have agreed to these terms of their own free will and have promised to share stories about their 
work and life no matter how personal Steve gets. Come out for a fun, lighthearted and enlightening evening!

Scott Derrickson • Dec. 2
Shamblin Theatre, 7:30 p.m.
If you don’t know his name when this magazine is 
published, you will by the time he visits campus. 
Derrickson is the director of the forthcoming Marvel 
film Doctor Strange starring Benedict Cumberbatch. 
He is famous for using the horror genre to explore the 
supernatural and examine the struggle between good 
and evil. We will get his insight on how filmmaking is 
changing and how he has navigated the evolving field.

Cumberland Society of Painters
Aug. 29-Oct. 14 • Hutcheson Gallery

The Cumberland Society of Painters is a collective of painters from across the 
country that formed 18 years ago with the mission of promoting their passion for 
traditional painting through teaching. Works from their traditional art collection 
painted by various members will be on display. 

Karen Seapker
Oct. 24-Dec. 9 • Hutcheson Gallery

Karen Seapker is a Nashville-based artist whose paintings are intended to appear 
to move in ways similar to how time feels. She seeks to move paint in a way that it 
will “move me, painting passages as an acceptance of passage, as an affirmation of 
motion (in all directions), while simultaneously grasping for the temporary illusion 
of tangibility.” 

Andreas Deja
Nov. 11 • Shamblin Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

Known best for animating some of Disney’s most famous villains  
such as Gaston, Jafar and Scar, and heroes like King Triton, Roger Rabbit, Hercules 
and Tigger, Andreas Deja is now Disney’s resident specialist for animating Mickey 
Mouse. He joins us to discuss current trends in animation and to offer hard-earned 
wisdom on bringing characters to life. 

Art is everywhere around us. It is an expression of human creative skill and imagination. It is 
painting. It is sculpture. It is whatever the mind can imagine. It produces creations appreciated for 
their beauty and the emotional power they have to touch our souls. We invite you to our exhibits in 
the Hutcheson Gallery on Lipscomb’s campus and any of our public lectures.

For more information on these events and accompanying lectures, contact the  
Department of Visual Arts at 615.966.5813 or visit lipscomb.edu/art.

lipscombuniversitydepartmentofvisualart

Alumni, we want 
to hear from you!
The College of Entertainment & the Arts is only two years old, but the foundation 
for our schools and departments goes back 125 years. OK, you’re probably not old 
enough to remember when art was added to the curriculum in 1897, but if you’re an 
alumnus of any age, we want to connect with you!

If you’re coming to an event this year, check in with us. Our social media contacts are 
scattered throughout this magazine, and we regularly hold special alumni gatherings 
at many of our events. We hope to see you soon!

Update your information at alumni.lipscomb.edu/classnotes.
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College of Entertainment & the Arts,” said Jeff Fincher, assistant 
dean for the college. “The potential of the college is limitless and 
gifts like this have us envisioning ever greater possibilities.”

The center will also serve Lipscomb Academy, making it one of the 
best-equipped secondary schools in the region for the development 
of the arts, both for appreciation as well as the early identification 
and nurturing of young talent.

“Our desire is that God will use this gift and the performing arts 
center in ways that will inspire all of the students who will use it,” 
said Boone. “Both Shirley and I are products of Lipscomb, and the 
Boone Family Center for the Performing Arts will be a reflection 
of all that we have experienced as a family at this institution and 
through entertainment, which has been a platform for our message. 
We want to be able to provide that opportunity for others.”

High school sweethearts, the Boones graduated from Lipscomb 
Academy in 1952 and attended Lipscomb University their freshman 
years. 

“Our goal and intent has always been to live within the principles 
that we learned at Lipscomb and from our families,” said Boone. 
“We want to inculcate that in others whether it’s in entertainment, 
in marriage and families or in other professions. The influences they 
encounter at Lipscomb permeate their lives for years to come.”

During his career, Boone sold over 45 million albums, had 38 
Top 40 hits and appeared in more than 12 movies. According to 
Billboard, Boone was the second-biggest charting artist of the late 
1950s, behind only Elvis Presley. Boone still holds the Billboard 
record for spending 220 consecutive weeks on the charts with one 
or more songs each week. From 1957-60, Boone hosted a variety 
show, “The Pat Boone Chevy Showroom,” on ABC and wrote the 
bestselling “Twixt Twelve and Twenty.” At age 81, Boone continues 

to perform and speak across the country and to be known 
for his Christian values.

“The center will be a place where the Boone family can 
continue its impact and legacy today,” said John Lowry, 
vice president of development and external affairs. “With 
the venue’s unique location and the college’s ability to 
develop believer artists, the Boone family will have a hand 
in preparing students who want to serve God through their 
craft.”

The Boones and Shirley’s family, the Foleys, are bedrocks 
in musical history. Shirley’s father, Red Foley, was a popular 
country music star for more than 20 years, selling more 
than 25 million records, and was a member of the Grand 
Ole Opry. His 1951 hit, “Peace in the Valley,” was the first 
million-selling gospel record. Her mother, Judy Martin, 
was also a country music singer who was often featured on 
WLS-AM’s “National Barn Dance” in Chicago. 

Pat’s brother, Nick Boone, who used the stage name Nick 
Todd, was a pop singer known for hit records “Plaything” 
and “At the Hop.” He was also song leader at the Madison 
Church of Christ in Nashville for years and is retired from 
the sociology faculty at Lipscomb University. The Boones 
have four daughters, Cheryl, Debby, Lindy and Laury, who 
formed a vocal group in the 1970s known as the Boones. A 
three-time Grammy-Award-winner, Debby is best known 
for her 1977 hit, “You Light Up My Life,” which spent 10 
weeks at No. 1 on the Billboard Hot 100 chart.

“The mission of Lipscomb University’s College of 
Entertainment & the Arts is to be a Christ-centered, 
innovative, entrepreneurial arts community committed 
to rigorous artistic training, creative collaboration and 
professional growth that seeks to train the next generation 
of believer artists to uplift, challenge and entertain culture 
through their art,” said Mike Fernandez, dean of the 
college. “The Boone family is a living example of the kind 
of student we want to prepare who will make a difference 
in the industry once they leave our campus. We are very 
grateful for the example they are, for their passion for 
Lipscomb’s program and for their generosity that will 
enable us to impact the lives of students for generations to 
come.”

Those interested in how they can contribute should contact 
Jeff Fincher at jeff.fincher@lipscomb.edu.

Entertainer Pat Boone gives  
$5 million to build arts center

“This is a vision for a family whose legacy leaves footprints to follow and Christian values 
that forge pathways for new generations to foster and inspire excellent entertainment, 
faithfully presented to glorify God,” said Lipscomb University President L. Randolph 
Lowry. “This facility provides an opportunity for this family to give ‘place’ to its legacy 
in a place that is central both to their family tree as well as centered in their spiritual 
inheritance. With this, the family, in collaboration with the university, will further its 
commitment to creating believer artists in both the creative and technical aspects of the 
performing arts.”

To be named the Boone Family Center for the Performing Arts, the building will 
be a state-of-the-art venue that will create space primarily for Lipscomb’s College of 
Entertainment & the Arts, which includes the university’s visual and graphic arts, music, 
theatre and dance, fashion and design, film and cinematic arts. The facility will include a 
500-seat theater with adjacent green rooms and dressing rooms as well as scenic design 
and support spaces, a multi-form event center that will accommodate up to 500 for a 
seated dinner, public galleries, a sound stage, a cinematic lab, a dance studio and costume 
shop.

“Our hope is that this gift will not only provide for our real and material immediate 
needs, but will also spur others to consider contributing to our long-term mission in the 

Legendary 
entertainer Pat 
Boone, and his wife, 
Shirley, gave $5 
million to Lipscomb 
University’s College 
of Entertainment 
& the Arts as the 
lead gift to build a 
new facility for its 
performing arts 
program.

Planning for our Future

Lipscomb President L. Randolph Lowry and his wife Rhonda (seated at right) join Lipscomb officials  
to celebrate Pat and Shirley Boone’s (seated at left) gift to the performing arts at Lipscomb.
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The Nashville Symphony Orchestra
and Lipscomb University’s Department of Theatre and School of Music

are proud to announce the world premiere of the
symphonic concert version of Flaherty, Ahrens, and McNally’s epic musical

Jan. 19-20, 2017
Watch for details about this once-in-a-lifetime performance featuring Broadway and Nashville stars,  

Lipscomb University students and professors, and the Nashville Symphony at the Schermerhorn Symphony Center.

lipscomb.edu/theatre

Sneak Peak of 2017
Season Spring 2017 will not be out until next year, but in the meantime enjoy this sneak peek 

of some of the great performances we will be bringing to you. 

Ragtime, Jan. 19-20

Peter and the Starcatcher, Feb. 17-19 and 24-26

Carmina Burana, Feb. 19

5 Minute Film Festival, March 31

Richard II, April 13-15 and 20-23

AiR Speaker Series featuring Amy Grant

All of this and so much more is in the works! Look for more details in coming months.
events.lipscomb.edu
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Lipscomb’s College of Entertainment & the Arts is two years old now —
which means we’ve been around longer than Marcus Mariota has been 

a Tennessee Titan or Megan Barry has been the mayor of Nashville. 
But we are still very much under construction. In fact, you probably 

saw our announcement about building the Boone Family Center for the 
Performing Arts on campus.

Still, we need more than buildings. We need you.
We’re recruiting students, designing academic programs, raising 
capital, programming events and seeking the time and talent of 

Nashville’s best and brightest to help us in our mission of becoming the 
city’s premiere training ground of entrepreneurial artists. 

And we need your help!
Contact Assistant Dean Jeff Fincher at jeff.fincher@lipscomb.edu  

to find out how you can be an exciting part of helping our college.

Help us build the  
College of Entertainment  

& the Arts!

DoveAwards.com

Tickets On Sale Now!
47th Annual GMA Dove Awards
October 11, 2016  |  Lipscomb University, Allen Arena

Experience includes:

Intimate artist performances
Red carpet photos

Access to industry-only events 
Dinner on Dove Day and more!

Add the VIP Experience
to your ticket purchase for a unique  

addition to your Dove Awards memory!
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View this issue and more at cea.lipscomb.edu
To recieve our weekly e-blast with news about events and happenings in the  
College of Entertainment & the Arts, email Scott Baker at scott.baker@lipscomb.edu.

lipscombCEA
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