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           Thinking
           The Parts of a Task Game

Description: This activity is a bit like “I’m going on a picnic” in reverse; however, in this 
game, the children actually become parts of the tasks.

Related Skill Sets You May Wish to Explore with the Children:

• Alerting Attention

• Applying Past Knowledge

• Cognitive Flexibility

• Cognitive Persistence

• Emotional Regulation

• Focused Attention

• Inhibition

Ready: Each child draws a card. Some cards have a part of a task that belongs in the sequence 
to complete an objective and one child will have the completed task card. Once each child 
has drawn a card, the objective is for the students to work together to line up in the correct 
order of tasks from start to finish. Students have to talk with each other and line up in order 
based upon where in the sequence their action card would fall. Children must talk to each 
other and problem-solve to decide if they must line up before or behind others.

Let’s Play: “Today we are going to play a game that gets you thinking and moving! Each of 
you will pick a card which will have on it a step in a process of completing an activity. One 
of you will have the completed task card. Your jobs will be to stand up, talk to each other 
and figure out where to stand in relation to your friends. When you are done forming a line, 
you should be lined up in the correct order, from start to finish, of your task.”

Example: Completed Task or Activity Card: “Make a turkey and cheese sandwich.”
Action Cards (a part of the task or activity):

• Get the ingredients

• Get a plate

• Place two slices of bread on a plate

• Put three slices of turkey on a slice of bread

• Put one slice of cheese on a slice of bread

• Put bread, cheese and turkey together

  

Activity 
#7

• Memory Strategy

• Organization

• Planning

• Prioritizing

• Sequencing

• Sustained Attention

• Working Memory
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• Cut the sandwich in half

• Put away the ingredients

• Wash the plate and knife

“Mine says…” “I must be at the end.” “Mine says clean up, I think that would be last.” 
“Cheese and turkey have no logical order, I think we can stand side-by-side!”

As with many of these activities, we encourage the facilitator to use his or her own 
imagination and creativity to inspire the game and the goals he/she would like to work on. 
It’s super fun to watch the game evolve as the children contribute their ideas as well.

  


