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SETTING UP LICENSE PLATE CAPTURE 
USAGE AND EXPLINATION 

Setting up a camera for license plate capture means that a user is changing the settings of the camera 

to a fast shutter. Setting a camera up for faster shutter means that the lens is letting in less light. 

Based off of the camera scene, how far away the cars are, and how fast they are moving the shutter 

speed of the camera will have to be changed to work at its best. The camera supports a range of shutter 

speeds from 1/30 to 1/8000. Remember that the higher the speed (larger the second number) the darker 

the image will get. 

Univiews cameras can be used to capture plates up to about 100 feet away (2.8mm) and 300 feet 

(12mm). 

SETTINGS 

1. First setting that should be changed in the camera should be the cameras default “Scene”. This 

setting can be found under “Setup > Image > Scenes”. The default scene is set to <Common> 

and should be changed to <License Plate>. 

 

2. After setting the scene to <License Plate> all of the setting in the camera will change to best fit 

a common situation of about 100 feet capture at night time. You will need to adjust the 

“Exposure” settings based on where you have your camera installed. DH Vision suggest using 

1/4000 ~ 1/1000 for best capturing mode. 



 
 

SETTINGS AND SITUATIONAL THINGS TO LOOK FOR 

1. Facing Direction – If the camera is facing directly East or West and is in direct view of the sun 

while it is rising or setting we suggest that you set the camera to be in permanent night time 

mode.  In order to set the camera to night time mode first you need to Change the “Smart 

Illumination” control mode to manual”. Next you will have to click the “Day/Night Mode” under 

Exposure to “Night”. 



 
2. Speed of the cars – Depending on the speed of the cars that you are trying to capture the plate 

from frame rate of the camera needs to be taken into consideration. The faster the cars are 

moving the lower the frame rate of the camera should be. Cameras frame rates can be set in 

the “Setup > Video & Audio > Video” menu. We suggest that for cars from 0-25MPH use up to 

25-30 fps. Cameras from 25-40MPH use 12-15 fps and for cars faster than 40MPH to us 2-7 fps. 

Keep in mind that faster cars will need to be frozen in playback and then have a snapshot taken 

of the plate for it to be clear. Most cars will not be able to be seen in live view mode. 


