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Each season brings countless joys and new
awareness for all who care for the elephants
at the Sanctuary. Just when we are sure that
the personal bonds between the elephants
could grow no stronger or an individual has
attained her maximum socializing abilities, 
we are proven wrong. 

This has been Winkie’s year to learn and
teach the other elephants. The most intriguing
development is Winkie’s relationship with
Jenny, Shirley, Bunny, and Tarra. We have
watched as Sissy befriended Winkie and
provide her with the companionship Winkie
so craved. Even while wanting to spend more
time with the other elephants, Sissy seemed
to realize that Winkie was uncomfortable in a
crowd and needed Sissy for security. 

As the months passed, Sissy took advantage
of Winkie’s unconditional trust and gently
began to coax her into the company of the
other elephants. Her maneuvers were obvious
and inspiring. Watching Winkie, you could
almost hear her say to Sissy, “Oh no, not
again. Let’s not stop to interact with the 
other elephants. Let’s just walk right on by.” 
Determined and sure of herself, Sissy knew
what she was doing, and we watched in total
admiration and amazement. 

Until six months ago Jenny, Shirley, and

Bunny still gave Winkie a wide berth when
she approached. Now they no longer scatter
and make a great effort not to trigger Winkie’s
fear, thereby preventing an aggressive reac-
tion from Winkie. The threesome have learned
that Winkie’s bulliness is a result of her fear.
They are incredibly brave, standing perfectly

still, hardly breathing as she approaches and
even reaching their trunks out in a greeting.
Passively and with clear intent, they show
Winkie that they are not afraid and welcome
her interaction and friendship only if she 
does not bully them. 

What was inspiring to observe was how Sissy
orchestrated the interactions each time. Sissy
approaches first, while Winkie lags behind,
and everyone else continues to graze. Sissy
and Shirley usually interact first, touching tips
of their trunks together, gently gliding their
trunk over each other’s face. We noticed 
several months ago that Sissy started holding
Shirley’s trunk when Shirley would turn to
leave. How endearing it is to watch their 
honest display of affection and playful 
interactions. Then Jenny joins in with 
almost identical interactions. If Bunny is in 
the area, she will join in on the touch-fest 
and usually sound a few trumpets to
announce the reunion. 

Winkie heads to the pasture. Behind, left to right, Tarra, Jenny ,Sissy, Winkie, and Bunny

Continued on pg 4
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Our Mission

The Elephant Sanctuary 
in Tennessee, founded in
1995, is the nation’s single
natural habitat refuge 
developed specifically for
endangered Asian elephants.
It operates on 900 acres 
surrounded by a 3,000-acre
buffer zone in Hohenwald,
Tennessee—85 miles 
southwest of Nashville.

It exists for two reasons:
To provide a haven for old,
sick or needy elephants in 
a setting of green pastures,
hardwood forests, spring-fed
ponds and a heated barn for
cold winter nights.

To provide education about
the crisis facing these social,
sensitive, passionately
intense, playful, complex,
exceedingly intelligent and
endangered creatures.

pring has finally emerged; flowers are making their colorful debut. 
Vibrant, energetic birds dart madly, snatching bugs and grubs while 

the frogs sing their chorus. 

Eight years have passed; it hardly seems possible. It feels like only 
yesterday that Tarra discovered the upper pond and Barbara and Jenny
first graced the pastures—Barbara regal with a deep knowing, Jenny full of
spunk and a slight limp. Then a three-year hiatus; no elephant arrivals but
for good reason. We needed barn space and worked feverishly designing
and constructing our fabulous new elephant barn. During this time the girls
grew closer to one another and the land. No sooner were they moved into
their new home than Shirley hobbled onto the scene—calm, cool and wise.
Jenny and Shirley’s reunion would thrust us into the limelight and propel us
forward at speeds that made our heads spin. It was joyous and exhausting. 

Knowing the barn was complete gave us license to relax, and to our 
grateful surprise elephants began to arrive. First Bunny, a blessing in a
compact package, Sissy the New Year’s surprise, the animal whose rescue
touched so many so deeply, even author Mathew Scully, in his recent book
Dominion characterized Sissy’s move to the Sanctuary as his favorite ani-
mal-rescue story. Then came Winkie, the fiery redhead, our final surprise
arrival for a while. 

It appeared that history was repeating itself. We found ourselves in the
familiar situation of needing more space. Instead of a well-earned rest, 
the staff has rallied with the understanding that expansion is once again 
a priority, this time in a REALLY BIG way, 2500 acres worth. We can’t wait
to see what the next eight years will bring.

One thing is perfectly clear, without your confidence and support the 
Sanctuary would not exist. Please continue to share our vision for a
brighter future for captive elephants.

Sincerely,
Carol Buckley and Scott Blais

A  5 0 1 ( c ) ( 3 ) N o n p r o f i t  O r g a n i z a t i o n
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Continuing Land Expansion 

In October we were pleased to report that the 
700-acre Lake Land property was finally ours. 
Directly following that purchase, Sanctuary 
directors Carol and Scott met with Tony Gant, 
an International Paper Company (IP) team 
leader and our regional contact. We could 
not believe our good fortune when Mr. Gant 
informed us that IP was willing to sell the 
property outright as opposed to going through 
a lengthy and complicated land exchange 
transaction. 

This winter contractors worked feverishly to remove 
several stands of pine trees on the IP land. At first 
we were concerned about the devastation of the 
harvesting. It was little consolation to know that the trees 
being harvested had been planted for that purpose. We were 
helpless to prevent the process, which left the land barren and 
scarred. Viewing the cut acreage was painful, and we needed to 
find something positive in this destruction. It eases our minds to 
dream of creating pastures where the trees had once been—pastures 
that will grow lush and become welcome fodder for the elephants. 
With this vision in mind, we move forward and welcome the challenge 
to help heal this land and restore it to its former abundance and beauty. 
It is our understanding that this final land acquisition from IP of more 
than 1800 acres will be finalized by June.

We have already begun construction of the perimeter fence, which, 
when complete, will enclose the entire Sanctuary property—all 2700 
acres. There is a buzz in Hohenwald as more and more local people 
notice the chain-link fence construction along a section of a rural country 
road. Maury County Fence Company won the bid to build 100,000 feet of 
chain link fence and pipe elephant corral. This project will keep the fence crews 
busy for nearly a year.

Renovation of two existing hay barns is underway. These buildings will be remodeled 
into warming huts, which will be continually available to the elephants. The huts will 
have rubber flap doors to allow the elephants free-choice access while blocking the 
wind and keeping the elephant-generated heat inside. On those nights when the 
temperatures are in the forties, the elephants will easily generate enough body heat to keep the building warm.
These huts are vital to the elephant’s full use of their expanded habitat. Instead of having to return to the main
barn, the elephants will be able to seek shelter throughout the habitat. 

We are especially eager to give elephants like Jenny access to natural substraight indoors, year round. Jenny
spends more time than most elephants lying down to take
the weight off of her crippled leg. Although we have rubber
mats on the barn floor, we have found that during colder 
winters like the one we have just experienced, Jenny devel-
ops pressure wounds on her hip and face. The warming 
huts, with a dirt floor and free-choice access, will help 
alleviate the pressure wounds Jenny experiences from 
lying on concrete. Hopefully she will never again have to
experience pressure wounds.

After much debate and consideration the Sanctuary has
decided to divide our expanded land holding in half. We are
constructing an elephant corral through the middle of the
property in order to create a separate space for African 
elephants. This decision took time and careful consideration. Sissy and Jenny

Continued on pg 5
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This is how it is with the girls as with families of wild
elephants. When they are united, they erupt into
vocalizations, posturing and touching, even if they
have been separated for only a few minutes. They
thrive on an intense and openly loving relationship. 

Tarra will burst right into the middle of the herd with
no consideration as to who is interacting with whom.
She wiggles her way right in to share the caresses. 

About this time Winkie can no longer stand being an
outsider, and she approaches. Sometimes she enters
the group and shares tentative truck touches. Other
times she stands alongside one of the elephants,
calmly grazing. No matter who she interacts with or
how, there is one critical thing that has changed:
Winkie is no longer aggressive with the other elephants.
We are all so proud of her. If one of the elephants 
displays anxiety, Sissy will slowly move from the 
herd. Winkie is fixated on Sissy and will follow her
anywhere. Just that little bit of separation and Sissy’s
expert knowing are all the others need to put every-
one at ease. Sissy’s incredible sensitivity to the fears
and feelings of her family has allowed the herd to form
a more cohesive and ever increasingly stronger bond.

One day this winter Sissy woke from an afternoon 
nap to find Jenny and Shirley standing over her with
Winkie grazing nearby. Since that time we have
observed Sissy approaching Jenny, Shirley, and
Bunny as they sleep and gently folding down to the
ground beside them for an afternoon nap. Even Tarra
has been seen in the middle of the pile of sleeping 
pachyderms. Although Winkie is never far away, 
I guess we will have to wait a while longer for her to
join the slumber party.

In January we were privy to an unprecedented 
occurrence. Jenny and Shirley had come into the barn
for the night, making their usual raucous announce-
ments. Jenny was trumpeting and popping the ground
with her trunk. Shirley was making her guttural gurgle

sound and piercing trumpets. Scott and Carol
approached to get in on the interaction. Everyone fell
silent when Shirley began to utter “Tarra talk.” 

Some researchers believe that each elephant family
has their own language. At the Sanctuary we observe
that each elephant has a personal set of vocalizations
unique to her. Collectively they share sounds such as
the trumpet and rumble, but each has a wide range of
unique sounds. Tarra is known for her run-on 

sentences in which she makes a sequence of 
continual sounds resembling a dog or sea lion bark.
She does this chatter nonstop for minutes when she 
is excited about having her family around. Of course,
Tarra’s family includes not only elephants but her 
people, dogs, and cats. 

You can imagine our shock when Shirley began to talk
just like Tarra. She chattered. We encouraged her, and
she chattered more. After a few minutes she stopped,
just about the time Tarra came running into the barn.
Could she have heard Shirley speaking in her 
language? We don’t know, but they were excited 
to see each other. 

Just another day in pachyderm paradise.

Elephant Update... Continued from pg 1

Shirley, Bunny and Jenny
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Legislative Progress to Protect Performing Elephants
Important acts of legislation have been introduced 
this year in Tennessee, Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, and New Jersey. These states are all 
considering banning performing elephants traveling
through their state. These bills, if passed, will go a 
long way toward protecting performing elephants from
the abuse associated with their lives of servitude by 
not allowing traveling circuses to bring performing 
elephants into the state. 

Carol Buckley was asked to Maine to testify before the
State Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, 
Conservation, and Forestry. Ms. Buckley’s testimony
was important because she has firsthand experience
working in the circus industry. She has also been
asked to give testimony on the Tennessee bill. When
House Representative Mike Turner introduced this 
bill, which he feels is an important piece of legislation, 
he stated, “The treatment of elephants to get them to 
perform is horrendous and horrible and should 
be banned.”

Opponents, comprised primarily of commercial 

elephant users, argue these bills should be defeated
because elephants have always been used as 
performers and because it is the only way many 
children will ever see a live elephant. The question to
be considered is the educational value of performing
elephants as well as the compromise made to their
welfare as a result of such an unnatural lifestyle. 
Tennessee Senator Doug Jackson states: “The intent
of this legislation is not to ban circuses from 
Tennessee. However, elephants are very unique and
intelligent animals that can potentially suffer as a result
of the travel and confinement associated with circus
performances. This legislation will simply require that
circuses performing in Tennessee not use elephants 
in their circus performances.”

To learn the current status of Tennessee Senate Bill
1068 and House Bill 26 visit:
http://www.legislature.state.tn.us/ 

For Maine’s Bill LD 0327 visit:
http://janus.state.me.us/legis/LawMakerWeb/search.asp 

According to a recent In Defense of Animals (IDA)
article, the capture and export of 11 wild elephants 
in Swaziland to two American zoos is scheduled for
May. The article states that the controversial export
to the San Diego Zoo and Lowry Park Zoo will 
happen despite an announcement made last 
September by Swaziland's minister of tourism that
the elephants would not be removed and that any
move to sell them would violate the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species.

The adolescent elephants are now roaming freely
with their families in the savannas of Hlane Royal
National Park. The export, in exchange for a donation
to the park, will mean the elephants will be captured,
put into transport containers and shipped an 
estimated 50 hours to the U.S. The future for 
these wild elephants will be zoo enclosures and 
a life of captivity.

There is still an opportunity to help by writing to
Swaziland leaders and Zoo officials. The full IDA 
article that includes contact names and addresses
can be found on our website (elephants.com) under
the headings Global Elephant News, Elephants in
Africa, Action Alert.

Global Elephant News—Swaziland 

It is now obvious to us that this is the right thing to do—
providing  refuge to needy African elephants. The plan is
to build an African elephant barn on the southern por-
tion of the property. This barn is scheduled to be com-
plete next fall. 

Following the construction of the African barn, a new
Asian barn will be built in the northwest section of the
property, close to the lake. Once the new Asian barn 

is complete and the Asian elephants have moved to 
their new space, the African area will be expanded to
include the existing elephant barn and habitat. This 
will create multiple barns for both species, affording us
flexibility and the ability to encourage the elephants to
use their entire habitat. 

Visit our web site www.elephants.com and watch 
us grow!

Continuing Land Expansion...Continued from pg 3
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Acres for Elephants
You can be the first in your group, neighborhood, classroom, or office to buy real estate for elephants. Help
the Sanctuary’s expansion give elephants the room they need to roam. Acres for Elephants donors receive a
subscription to Trunklines. Donations of $30 and more also receive a certificate.

Winkie, Bunny, Shirley, Jenny, Tarra, and Sissy eat a lot of food! You can 
help by feeding any or all of them for a day, a week, or . . .  $30 feeds one
elephant for one day. Just tell us which elephant you’d like to feed and how
often. Every Feed for a Day gift generates a certificate and a bio with a 
picture of the elephant(s) you choose to feed.

You can contribute in as many ways as you’d like, in your own name or in
honor or memory of a friend or family member.* Contributions can be all at
once or once a month for as long as you specify. 
$30 X _________ (# of days) X _________ (# of elephants) = $____________ 

Feed for a Day

Ways You Can Help the Sanctuary

Donor Society Friends
_______ $10,000+ Founder ________ $75 Associate

_______ $5,000–$9,999 Benefactor ________ $50 Family

_______ $1,000–$4,999 Patron ________ $30 Individual

_______ $500–$999 Sustainer ________ $10 Elder/Student

_______ $100–$499 Supporter

You can contribute in as many ways as you’d like, in
your own name or in honor or memory of a friend or
family member. Contributions can be all at once or
once a month for as long as your specify. 

The Elephant Sanctuary is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
corporation. Your donations to any of the 

programs below are tax deductible.

Use the form on the enclosed envelope to provide
information and indicate which giving program you
have chosen. Be sure to include the name and
address for any In Honor gifts so we can send the
honoree(s) a certificate(s) and Trunklines. 

Choose your level and become a part of the nation’s first natural-habitat sanctuary for old, sick, and needy 
elephants retired from circuses and zoos. Members receive a certificate and subscription to Trunklines for a year.
Give a membership as a gift and you also get an elephants.com sticker for your window.

Membership

Square Elephant $3 X _________ = $________
Space for an elephant to stand at rest
6 x 12 ft 
Sleepy Square $5 X _________ = $________
Space for an elephant to lie down and take a nap
9 x 14 ft
Dumbo $55 X ________ = $________
Space for a small herd of elephants to stand
1,440 sq ft
Jumbo $350 X ________ =$________
Space for a big herd of elephants to play
1/4 acre 
Mammoth $1,400 X _______ = $________ 
Space for a herd of elephants to explore
1 acre
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— February 4, 2003 

By Michael Kirkland
UPI Legal Affairs Correspondent
Washington Politics & Policy Desk
Published 2/4/2003 12:15 PM

A federal appeals court in Washington reinstated an
animal abuse suit against Ringling Bros. and Barnum
and Bailey Circus.

The suit was filed by the American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, the Animal Welfare
Institute, the Fund for Animals and Thomas Rider, a
former circus employee.  The plaintiffs alleged that the
Asian elephants were being mistreated in violation of
the federal Endangered Species Act.

A federal judge earlier dismissed the suit, ruling that
the group of plaintiffs does not have "standing"—they
could not show an injury to themselves that could be
remedied by a court. But a federal appeals court panel
reversed the judge. 

Besides restoring the suit, the ruling sets a precedent
in one of the country's most important courts. The
panel is part of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit, which hears regulatory
cases from around the country and is generally 
considered the second most powerful court in the
United States, below the Supreme Court itself. 

To read more log onto our website
(www.elephants.com).  You will find the full-length 
article under the heading Global Elephant 
News-Circus Elephants-Court restores Ringling 
Bros. abuse suit.

Court Restores Ringling Bros. Abuse Suit

Sanctuary Wish List 

Shop for the Sanctuary

Sometimes you just need a Bush Hog to get the job
done. To be precise a 15’ Batwing Bush Hog. OK,
maybe this is not everyone’s first choice in lawn care
equipment, but here at the Sanctuary we require
mammoth-sized equipment and a lot of it, to keep
things mowed, cultivated, and in tiptop shape for 
the girls. Many of you prefer to support our work by 
buying items listed on our on-line wish list. From ATV
tires to QuarkXpress, you can buy any manner of
weird and wonderful stuff to help the Sanctuary. 

Simply go to www.elephants.com, click on How You

Shop at Our Girls Gift Shop
Note cards, elephant videos, books, T-shirts, ball caps, tote bags, and 
fine art can be found at the Sanctuary’s on-line store www.elephants.com.
All profits from sales go directly to help the elephants.

www.elephants.com/wish

Can Help and Wish List. Find what you like and 
click on the link to buy most items online. You will
receive an in-kind gift acknowledgement for your 
tax-deductible gift.
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Hope in Thailand  
An urgent call from a police patrol concerning a year-
old elephant whose mother had unexpectedly died
from a mysterious illness set the rescue team into
action. Armed with medical supplies, nourishing food,
and milk powder, they set off on an arduous 14-hour
journey by bamboo raft and four-wheel-drive vehicle,
finally reaching the target, a Karen tribal village, after
midnight. When they arrived, they went straight to
work, treating and caring for the
distraught, sick baby 
elephant. Overnight the villagers
had built a comfortable enclosure
in the truck and decorated it with
jungle foliage and tree branches to
make a more familiar space for the
sick traveler. When he arrived at
his new home, he introduced him-
self by a series of trumpet calls
and received replies from his new
friend and comrade in distress, fel-
low orphan Ging Mai. This new
resident was 
named Hope.

Hope’s new home was Elephant
Nature Park, Thailand’s only 
sanctuary for abused and 
abandoned Asian elephants. 
The park is nestled in the lush
green countryside in the northern-
most part of Thailand, about fifty
kilometers north of Chiang Mai. It
is the inspiration of founder and
Asian elephant activist, Sangduen
“Lek” Chailert.

Lek, as she is best known, works on the front lines 
of elephant activism in Asia. Born in a mountaintop 
village in Chaing Mai province, she learned about ele-
phants early. She is the granddaughter of a shaman, 
a traditional healer, who received a male elephant
named Thongkhum (Golden One) as payment for 
saving a man’s life. From the time Lek was five years
old, Thongkhum was considered a part of the family.
Elephants have been a core part of her life ever since. 

The idea of the Elephant Nature Park came to Lek as
a result of helping owners of small camps find unem-
ployed elephants (ex-logging) to help them do their
work. “During this time I saw the poor conditions they
lived under, the cruelty and suffering, and felt I could

provide a better place for them.” The park encourages
visitors to be a part of elephant care and conservation.
People can come to learn the ways of elephants, see
them in their natural surroundings, and even help care
for elephants like Hope in affordable one-day to two-
week-long stays as a paying park volunteer. Visitor
fees go a long way to funding the park’s elephant care
and conservation projects. Visitors also contribute to 

a stable local economy; nearby 
villagers provide food, supplies, 
and services to support the 
park’s visitors. 

A typical day for Lek begins at 
6:30 in the morning and ends 
somewhere before midnight. It can
be spent nursing, comforting, and
playing with orphans; attending to
the old and sick; trekking long and
hazardous paths to remote jungle
camps with Jumbo Express—a field
clinic that provides free elephant
health care, or speaking on behalf of
elephant conservation and against
elephant abuse. She has dreams of
expanding the concept of the park
with Elephant Haven, a place where
old and sick elephants can receive
care and live with dignity.

Lek has been an outspoken critic of
traditional methods of elephant
training used in Thailand, a tradition
based on brutal techniques for
breaking the spirit of young 
elephants. Her exposure of the

nature of this training and her campaign for conserva-
tion have raised international awareness and provoked
local resistance. Her voice has been joined by others,
and they have been heard. In January Thailand
announced it is drafting legislation to help protect 
elephants against cruelty and mistreatment. A recent
press release stated, “The Thai government attaches
great importance to the protection of elephants and to 
promote their well-being.”

To find out more about Lek, her work and Elephant
Nature Park, go to http://thaifocus.com/elephant/or
contact Thai Focus, P.O. Box 185, Mae Ping PO, 
Chiang Mai 50,301, Thailand.



9

This spring students from the University of Michigan
and Western New England College were chosen to
spend an alternative spring break volunteering at The
Elephant Sanctuary.  Both groups of students spent
one week on Sanctuary grounds engaged in projects
that directly benefit the elephants. The University of 
Michigan students tore out old barbwire fencing 
on the newly acquired land and dismantled two 
polebarns that will be renovated into warming hut
shelters for the elephants. The Western New England

College students were blessed with awesome spring
weather and spent their entire stay removing miles of
barb-wire strung from tree to tree in what will soon be 
the expanded elephant habitat. The Sanctuary staff
would like to express our sincere appreciation for the
enthusiastic and much needed help offered by all of
the students.  If you are interested in your school 
participating in our volunteer program, please e-mail
Carol@elephants.com

Spring Break at the Sanctuary
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Margaret Watts
Henry G. Weaver, Jr. 
Susan M. West
Vera Whistler
Jean Wilhelmsen
Eleanora Worth

SUSTAINERS
($500 – 999)
Martha S. Adelson  
Heather Adkins  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Anderlik  
Lynn & Karen Anderson  
Byron Appel  
Mr. & Mrs. William Baird  
Tanya & Michael Bauer  
Becky Bayless  
Susan Bayless  
Steven & Vicki Bohleber  
Charlene Bothof  
The Briskin Family  
Kathy & George Casey  

Leslie & Alice Castle  
Rhoda A. Christopher  
Thomas & Judith Clay  
Bill Comstock  
Joan E. Conetta  
Cooper Foundation 
Ernest Copley, III  
Joseph & Sandra Cordone  
Dannick Incorporated 
Ann L. Davidson  
Brenda Decker  
W.A. & Pat Drake  
Lisa Drew  
Constance K. Duprey  
Amy E. Estes  
Julia Feliciano  
Ms. Marilyn Foley  
Ed Ford  
Jacquelin N. Fusco  
James Gainfort  
Rachelle Garcia  
Karin Gellar  
Sharon Goldfarb  
Gloria Gray  
Gloria Gumbinger  
Douglas & Margaretann Haag  
Sharon Haaker  
Thomas & Julie Hanes  
Sarah Heming  
Nora Henness  
Heather Hughes-Calero  
Hurshell & Gerrie Keener 

Family Foundation 
Wayne Ingram  
John Albee Realty Inc. 
Janeene Jennings  
Agnes E. Kantanen  
Lillian Kase  
Susan L. Kautz  
Barbara Kearney  
Teryn Kern  
Lynne Kimme  
Karen King  
Alfred H. Knight  
Lauren Horwitz Charitable Fund 
Rosemary Lassiter  
Sally Lappen & Nik Warren, 

Lappen Family Foundation
Frank & Marilyn Williamson, 

Thomas Research, Inc
Jean L. Wilson
Bettie B. Lee  
Calvin & Marilyn Lehew  
Stefan Liebert  
Dr. Carleton & Connie Lloyd  
Catherine A. Malerich  
Terri W. McAlister  
Jacqueline & Kevin McCarthy 
Robert McCullough  
Susan K. McGill  
Nancy McGlothlin  
Frederick Howard & Trudy Miller  

A special thank you to all Sanctuary supporters, including those 
whose names do not appear here. Every person’s commitment brings 
us closer to our collective goal of a better life for captive elephants.

2002 DONORS                                                                        

Fund raising, 4%

Program Services 
Operation & Education, 87%

Management & General, 9% 

Expenses based on 2001 audited financial statements
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Wendy Miller 
Yvette & Michael Miller  
Ms. Elsie Mitchell  
Dennis & Sharon Monroe
Burton & Betty Moree  
Carol Lea-Mord & Kevin 

Morehead  
Wayne  & Jo Hughey Morrison
Elizabeth Munro  
Nikon Precision, Inc. 
Steven & Mary Anne Nyquist  
Elizabeth P. Parker  
Anne Pattee  
Maria Patullo  
Ann Paxton  
Bambang Perkasa  
Barbara Peters  
Leo Pfieffer, Hawk Hill Farm 
Joseph & Bonnie Portera, 

WestWind Farms 
Minor Powers  
Victoria Heil & Eric Raefsky  
Margaret T. Reese  
Gabriel & Leslie Richard  
Robert & Winnie Richards  
Barbara Tomkins Ridgely  

Wendy Roberts  
Pamela Rogal  
Heber & Fran Rogers  
Joseph A. Salimando  
Stephanie Sanderson  
The Schechter 

Foundation, Inc. 
Jane Schultz  
Justina Selinger  
SiliconGraphics 
Marcella Smith  
Charles H. Smith, Jr.  
John Spanier  
James & Pamela Stevens  
Rosemary Straney  
Joanna Sturm  
Charles I. Sull
Sunflower Preschool LTD  
Candy Sweppenheiser  
Kim Taylor  
Robert Taylor  
The Community Foundation of 

Middle Tennessee 
The Estate of Ruth W. Pappelis 
The Hamilton Street Family 

Foundation 

Judy Thiringer  
Yvonne M. Vitense  
Linda Wagner  
Mary T. Walton  
AJ & Joyce Watson  
Dr.Gloria Weintrub  
Veronica Wickland  
John P. Williamson, Jr.  
Wilson Family Foundation 
Jean L. Wilson  
Sadye Wilson
Youth Development 

Foundation  
Elizabeth Ziemba 

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Bellsouth
Cell Tech
Inter-Cal Corporation
Kricos.com
Moses.com
Tappedinto.com
Waller, Lansden, Dortch 

& Davis 

IN KIND DONORS
Dr. L. Phillip Brown

Sharon Callahan
Judith Newby 
Lori Tapp, DVM
Tennessee Valley Authority
Charlie Trost
United Parcel Service
Jerry Points
Polly Points
Steven Scott, DMV
Carolyn Stalcup
Dr. Gloria Weintrub
Barbara Borchardt
Bridgestone/Firestone North 

America Tire, LLC
Joanna Burke 
Katy Chudacoff
Sandra Estes
Tommy Haskins
Jerry Hinson
Lois Knight
Mary Anne Nyquist
Vera Rusak
Hank Sherwood
Madalyn Ward 
Patsy Weigel
Janice Zeitlin

2002 DONORS                                                                       

by A. Christy Williams, Director
Asian Elephant Habitat Program

Elephant-human conflict poses a grave threat to the
continued existence of elephants. Studies on conflict
between elephants and humans in Asia have 
identified crop raiding as the main form of conflict.
Elephant-human conflict is a result of habitat loss and
fragmentation. Because most areas that form elephant
habitat within Asia are close to or adjoin human 
settlement, conflict often exists between animals,
migrating or foraging for food, and local people. 
The situation is aggravated because the remaining
unoccupied areas are the forested habitats of Asia.
These forests are targeted by people and converted to
agriculture, which leads to elephant groups living in an
area where part of their home range (an area which an
individual or a group of elephants needs for survival)
has been converted to fields growing cultivated 
grasses like rice paddies, wheat, sugar cane, or 
plantations like oil palms. Since these crops are more
nutritious and tastier than wild fodder, the elephants
prefer feeding on them, resulting in farmers losing 
their crops.

In India alone, 100 to 300 people are killed annually in
human-elephant conflicts. Between 1993 and 1995,
nearly one million hectares of rubber, oil and palm

plantation were destroyed by elephants in Indonesia,
with the total loss estimated at $6 million. Such
encounters foster resentment against the elephants
and can result in them being viewed as a nuisance
and killed.

Several years ago approximately 60 elephants were
killed in two encounters—one in Northeast India and
another on the Indonesian island of Sumatra. In both
incidents the elephants were mass poisoned. It is 
difficult to determine exact figures on how many 
elephants are killed annually across Asia because of
these elephant-human conflicts, but conservative 

Habitat Key to Elephant-Human Conflict

Continued on pg 12
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in Tennessee

P.O.Box 393 
Hohenwald, TN 38462
www.elephants.com

Please visit 
www.elephants.com/expansion.htm 
to learn about our expansion project to 
acquire 2500 acres of additional land, 

complete with a 25-acre lake. 

Sanctuary Much 
to Our Corporate Donors:

Tappedinto.com

Kricos.com

Moses.com

BellSouth

Travels With Tarra, 
the children’s book 
written by director 
Carol Buckley has 
made the Smithsonian’s 
“Notable Books for Children” list

Notable Book

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage
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Nashville, TN

Permit No. 3044

estimates are at least 200 to 300 animals per year.
In addition many more are injured and die as a
result of their injuries. Other losses occur when
elephants are captured in Indonesia and Malayasia
and removed from areas of high conflict. Many
elephants die as a result of these capture opera-
tions, and these losses are not usually recorded.

Habitat loss is the root cause and the conflict 
that follows is invariably a symptom leading to
continued loss of elephants due to the 
technological and numerical superiority of
humans. Ways of reducing or resolving such 
conflicts are vital for the viable conservation of
Asian elephants. Many organizations have awak-
ened to the fact that elephant-human conflict
needs to be addressed as a priority issue if 
we want local people to support elephant conser-
vation in the forested areas near where they live. 

Their strategy is promoting conflict mitigation
techniques, such as electric fences, trenches, 
or squads armed with firecrackers to scare the
elephants away. Newer methods like pepper spray
are being tested, but may not work due to costs.
What needs to be understood is that elephants
need large areas to survive and unless we can
ensure a rapid arrest of the loss of habitat, these
mitigation techniques will not ensure their survival
for the long term. The use of conflict mitigation
methods will only slow down their extinction, not
stop it unless large areas of forests are protected
against habitat loss.

Habitat Key to Elephant-Human Conflict
...Continued from pg 11


