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To learn more about The Elephant Sanctuary 
and all of the resident elephants, visit:

Our Mission
The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee, 
founded in 1995, is the nation’s largest 
natural-habitat refuge developed 
specifically for endangered elephants. It 
operates on 2,700 acres in Hohenwald, 
Tennessee—85 miles southwest of 
Nashville.

The Elephant Sanctuary exists for two 
reasons:
 

 To provide a haven for old, sick, 
or needy elephants in a setting of 
green pastures, hardwood forests, 
spring-fed ponds, and heated barns 
for cold winter nights.

 
 To provide education about the 
 crisis facing these social, sensitive, 
 passionately intense, playful, com-

plex, exceedingly intelligent, and 
 endangered creatures.
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Every time we reach another anniversary, we realize just how far we 
have come. Those who have followed us on our journey from the 
beginning have witnessed incredible growth. With our elephants, we 
have experienced unbelievable heartache and profound joy. The pathway 
and the journey continue to unfold before us every day. If there is just 
one thing we have learned over the past fifteen years, it’s that the 
elephants, the Sanctuary, and even our own lives are all in a constant 
state of evolution. With open minds and hearts, our challenge is to grow 
with them all. 

Many years ago, a Sanctuary friend gave us a bumper sticker reading 
“Evolve or Dissolve.” Throughout our history, in times of change, we 
have always trusted in the bigger picture, that the greater good will 
come. Every time, it happened. There is a spirit here at the Sanctuary 
that always rises, nurtured by these magnificent giants, and by the 
support of those who see the purpose and the magic in this mission. 

This year we bid farewell to co-founder Carol Buckley, as her journey 
takes her to distant lands to help elephants on an international scale. 
There is no doubt that we will miss the immeasurable gifts that Carol 
brought to the Sanctuary, and we’ll forever be grateful for the legacy she 
has left. We thank her for paving the way forward.

We find ourselves in an exciting time here as our evolution continues. 
We continue to learn from the elephants and from one another. The core 
mission is the constant: it is always about putting the elephants first. 

From all of us on the ground floor, answering phones, building fences 
and shoveling out the barns, we send a sincere and heartfelt “thank 
you” to all of you, our valued supporters. You have walked an exciting 
journey with us, and we look forward to our next steps together.

Scott
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The Elephant Sanctuary is accredited by  
The Association of Sanctuaries (TAOS), and is 
Licensed by the United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) and the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency (TWRA).

Cover image: The 24 elephants who have found sanctuary here since 1995. Left to 
right from top: Billie, Frieda, Liz, Ned, Misty, Dulary, Lota, Tange, Flora, Tina, Lottie, 
Minnie, Tarra (and Bella), Delhi, Misty, Winkie, Sissy, Bunny, Barbara, Shirley, Jenny, 
Ronnie, Debbie, Queenie and Zula.



33..continued on page 4

Elephant Update

The Board of Directors has not often been featured in the 
pages of this newsletter, and that’s as it should be—our 
focus is on the magnificent inhabitants of the Sanctuary 
and we know that theirs is the news you crave. Today we 
are writing to let you know of a change in leadership at The 
Elephant Sanctuary. The Board has made the very difficult 
decision that one of our co-founders, Carol Buckley, will 
no longer be with the Sanctuary and we have begun an 
international search for a new Chief Executive Officer.

Carol leaves us to begin a new stage of service addressing 
the needs of elephants worldwide. She has embarked on 
a trip to Asia, continuing a lifelong journey dedicated to 
helping elephants internationally. We wish Carol the best 
in this new chapter of her life. Her legacy as co-founder of 
The Elephant Sanctuary is illuminated by the commitment, 
expertise and love she gave while caring for the twenty-four 
elephants rescued over the past fifteen years.

We assure you that the Sanctuary’s mission and commitment 
to quality of care for the elephants has not changed. The 
well-being of our elephants is the foremost concern and the 

guiding force for all of our actions. Co-founder Scott Blais 
and all the dedicated caregivers continue to do a truly 
remarkable job of caring for the Girls.
   
Finally, and most importantly, we as a board of directors 
commit to you, our supporters and friends, that we remain 
totally dedicated to the core mission of the Sanctuary.  
Providing true sanctuary in which our current elephant 
residents are never on public display, rescuing elephants in 
need, and providing education about the plight of captive 
elephants remains our reason to exist.
  
On behalf of the beloved inhabitants of the Sanctuary, 
we join the staff in expressing our appreciation for your 
continuing support.

Leslie Pon Tell Schreiber
Janice Zeitlin
Richard Rhoda
Sandra Estes
Scott Blais
William Schaffner

Spring is definitely in the air—
and the warmer days of 
summer are just around the 
corner. The Girls greet each 
new season—every new sun-
rise, for that matter—with a 
sense of optimism and 
adventure that enlivens us all.  

We are blessed to be able to 
witness on a daily basis what 
the soul has the ability to 
achieve, and to be given the 
opportunity to help nurture 
those souls is life-changing. To 
know what these Ladies have 
gone through in the past, what 
they have overcome, and to 
see their continued journey of 
growth and healing, gives a 
glimpse at all that is possible.

From the Board of Directors  

To All The Friends of The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee ~

Tarra & Bella
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Elephant Update... (cont.)

Shirley & Tarra: A New Beginning
It’s been almost a year since Bunny’s passing, and whenever 
we lose one of our beloved souls, it seems that something 
else inevitably is nurtured and grows to bring about balance.  
During Bunny’s transition, on one of the evenings she was 
lying down, two of her caregivers were returning to her for 
the night, and just like every night, came upon Shirley and 
Tarra nearby.   

But this night was different: it was about a week after 
Bunny had lain down and things were beginning to take 
an emotional toll on Shirley. The gravity of the situation 
seemed to have worn down the tough exterior generally 
shown by our strong protective grandma and she appeared 
exposed and fragile. Of course, we were all concerned—this 
was the type of emotional display we had anticipated when 
Jenny passed, but had never come, until now.  

Late that night, we found some comfort from our worries. As 
we passed by, Shirley was lying down and Tarra was standing 
guard over her, with a sense of pride radiating off her that 
you did not need headlights to see. This was a first. Shirley 
had always been the guardian, she always stood watch—
thinking back to all the moments and photos we have seen 
with her and Jenny or Bunny, that’s just the way it was.  
For Shirley and Tarra, this was a huge shift, and much to our 
relief, that was just the beginning of a wonderful change.  
Tarra has always been a “social butterfly.” She would spend 
3 days with Bunny and Shirley, then walk across the property 
to spend a day with Dulary and Misty, stop in with Sissy and 
Winkie on her way out, and maybe spend a day with just 
Bella before starting her social routine all over again. Over 
the past year, Tarra has not only developed a much deeper 

bond with Shirley, but she has also embraced the caring  
and nurturing aspect of being a true herd member, learning 
that there are times when you willingly put others before 
yourself.  

Once Shirley allowed herself to feel her loss and become 
vulnerable, there was no turning back.  Shirley learned that 
opening yourself up emotionally does not come with a filter; 
there is no picking and choosing what you feel—it all comes 
rushing in. It was not the easiest of paths for her to take. 
At times our hearts broke watching her struggle through the 
emotions that were opening up. The human desire to “fix 
things” is overwhelming, especially when you approach Shir-
ley and you can feel how heavy her heart is. But she worked 
through things on her own time. With some more help from 
Tarra when Shirley was ready for it, she has found strength 
in vulnerability. 

Though far younger, Tarra has moved into a “big sister” role, 
not just watching over Shirley, but also taking in her needs 
and emotional state and staying close when she senses it 
is what Shirley’s spirit needs. And it is unmistakable, even 
in our stoic grandma, the gratitude and love she feels for 
Tarra. Now that Shirley understands she doesn’t have to be 
strong all the time, she has softened—and has even brought 
out her silly side which Tarra of course revels in! The play 
we have witnessed between the two of them is completely 
uplifting, and it’s supported their healing. Their profound 
new relationship has resulted in immense growth for each 
of them, and ushered in a harmony that has them meeting 
somewhere in the middle. From such a deep wound, wonder-
ful relationships, growth, bonding and positive change have 
emerged, benefiting all of the Girls.
 
Winkie’s Growth
In the past, Winkie has remained on the outskirts of so-
cialization when it came to the larger herd. We would see 
a group of five elephants, with one slightly off to the side, 
head somewhat bowed, which was inevitably always Winkie. 

Between most of the herd not 
fully trusting Winkie (except for 
Sissy), and her own insecurities, 
Winkie stayed somewhat apart, 
looking in from the outside to-
ward something to which she was 
not totally privy.  

With Shirley’s new softness of 
late, we also see more of an 
openness to the other elephants 
around her, including Winkie. 

In the barn, Shirley will now stand at a common gate with 
Winkie and allow her to gently touch all over her, as she 
smiles and relaxes and grows more trusting of Winkie’s com-
pany. And now, when Shirley is approached in the habitat 

Shirley & Tarra

Winkie
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by Sissy and Winkie, she no longer walks away, but instead 
waits for them, embracing their companionship and even 
occasionally tolerating being sandwiched between the two 
of them.  

This acceptance, in turn, has helped Winkie open up. We see 
Winkie walking with her head a little higher, not being so 
reserved about approaching either Shirley or Tarra, and not 
just standing off to the side anymore while everyone else 
interacts. Winkie is now taking part. With how deeply sensi-
tive Winkie is, being more accepted has helped lessen her 
insecurities and bolster her confidence, allowing her to gain 
strength from inside herself.  

For Sissy, the rewards of Winkie’s transformation were sim-
pler. Because the soul of her friend, with whom she is perma-
nently bonded is healing, Sissy has been able to spend more 
time with her other sisters. Sissy chose to take Winkie under 
her wing when Winkie first arrived, accepting completely 
who Winkie was at that time. Their friendship helped both of 
them overcome obstacles, both physically and emotionally. 

For Sissy however, there was a price with this, as her deep 
relationship with Winkie meant a somewhat more distant one 
with the other Girls. However, it was something she always 
accepted with total grace. This is Sissy; someone who under-
stood the importance of acceptance and the amazing things 
that love can accomplish. It is nearly impossible to describe 
the joy Sissy now feels from spending more time with her 
other sisters. Lately she seems to not even notice the absence 
of her “security blanket” Tire that she has chosen to leave 
behind. Even in the herd’s smaller interactions, she has a 
sense of new peace about her, relishing in all of the little 
things, from rubbing and leaning, to just standing in the herd 
being part of the whole.

Dulary & Misty: Expanding Their Boundaries 
Shirley’s new openness also allowed for a very easy first 

meeting with Dulary. Shirley had already met Misty shortly 
after Misty arrived in the New Asian habitat, but on this 
day, Dulary, Misty, and Shirley stood together on top of 
a ridge, touching, smelling, and finding out about each 
other. Special attention was paid to past injuries and scars, 
as if they were telling their own stories, and Misty inserted 
herself between the two on somewhat of a regular basis, 
seemingly wanting to make sure they hadn’t forgotten 
about her—not that they ever could! Dulary appeared to 
have instantly understood Shirley’s high standing in the 
herd, because even though Shirley has softened and is  
now much more open, there is still something in her 
presence that demands respect and is felt by all. Dulary’s 
newfound curiosity about Shirley ended up being a catalyst 
for exploration.  

Previously for Dulary, the barn had always been a security 
blanket. During her first summer here, we kept the barn 
open at night for her. She would come in for a couple of 
minutes, as if to make sure it hadn’t gone anywhere, and 
then would head back outside to Misty and Delhi to enjoy 
both her freedom of space and choice.  

In her second summer, Dulary didn’t feel the need to come 
into the barn, but if she passed over a hill where it was 
out of view, as soon as she noticed, she would quickly re-
turn to where it was visible and check with Misty to make 
sure all was still well.

This past fall, when Shirley and Tarra started returning to 
the areas around the barn, Dulary’s curiosity got the better 
of her, and she would search out the company of her new-
est friends. She would go all the way down the road, to the 
top of the hill that leads to the lake, without ever glanc-
ing back or giving a thought about her barn. Of course, if 
Misty were not close by, Dulary would quickly go and find 
her not far around a bend, and then everything was perfect 
again with the reassurance a caring touch brings.   

Sissy & Winkie

Dulary & Misty



6

We are hoping that this summer Dulary and Misty will 
venture just a touch further and discover the lake. With 
their unadulterated silliness and love of water, we have a 
feeling that if they find it, they may decide to spend their 
summer days there with their sisters swimming and grazing 
in the two lush meadows surrounding the lake, and forget 
all about returning to the barn.  

If not, that is fine, too–as we know they will still find a 
way to enjoy every moment of every day. That is the spirit 
they both embody, and one of the gifts Misty has given 
Dulary. Every day is filled with their living in the moment, 
appreciating everything surrounding them, and thinking 
it is all cause for celebration. All of our elephants grow 
and open on their own time. It is their choice to heal in a 
way that is not only healthy and comfortable, but is also 
sustainable and forever changes who they are, returning 
them back to whom they should have been all along. They 
discover their surroundings, new relationships, and them-
selves, each individually and on her own terms. 

Tange & Flora
Losing Zula last year had a profound effect on the relation-
ships of African Girls here at the Sanctuary. Since the 
loss of her best friend Zula, Tange is testing a new-found 
independence, some days going off to explore by herself, 
other times choosing to follow Flora on her adventures. She 
is sometimes dominant, sometimes passive. Her propensity 
to humor us never ends as we watch her steal Flora’s hay, 
play loudly with her tire, and playfully knock over bushes 
and trees in her path.

While Tange has always been ready and willing to climb 
up and down hills, slide down muddy paths or run through 
the woods knocking down trees, Flora has been much more 
deliberate in her outdoor behavior. Recently, we are seeing 
a more adventuresome Flora, climbing up and down the 

hills she used to avoid, and running down muddy paths as if 
she were late for a meeting with nature. She has also begun 
to play more with shrubs, tires and even a toy ball. Despite 
this new energy, she can still be a little assertive about her 
“space” at times—letting Tange and her caregivers know 
when she prefers to be alone.

While Tange and Flora are a little closer since Zula’s passing, 
they do not share an intense bond like some of the Asian 
Girls. Time will tell if that bond will develop or how profound 
it will become. Their relationship is still in its infancy, but it 
is likely the longest elephant relationship Flora has ever had. 
Have they evolved? Yes, albeit separately and in their own 
ways. They are sometimes seen together rolling in the mud, 
playing a short distance from each other in the same area, 
and napping in the morning sun. Their personal growth is 
ever-changing and amazing to watch.

Flourishing Divas, New Fences
The Divas continue to remind us that no two elephants—or 
days—are alike. And now we are also learning fences can 
make better neighbors.  

Last year, we embarked on a new “Minnie Fence Project” in 
the Phase 1 quarantine habitat. This fencing was originally 
conceived to reduce the damage that Minnie was creating, 
but it evolved into establishing multiple areas ranging from 
5 to 60 acres. While this is significantly less appealing to 
view, the interconnected spaces can be opened into various 
configurations, ultimately creating more flexibility for the 
caregivers, and more importantly, creating more comfortable 
spaces for the three separate groups of Divas. Late last 
summer, we saw immediate results with best friends Billie, 
Frieda and Liz—as this fence and separation from the others 
meant increased comfort and security for them. Billie could 
finally relax and let down her guard, inspiring her to venture 
further away from the barn without worry that Minnie would 
be able to bother her or her sisters.

Tange & Flora

Ronnie & Debbie
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Three of the most fundamental components of sanctuary 
are time, space and security. Our job is not only to provide 
these, but to adapt them as needed. In some cases—as we 
learned with Flora—it may be necessary to have less space 
to allow them to feel more comfortable.  

This time, our challenge was Minnie, who would go through 
spurts every few months where she was bound and deter-
mined to get in with Debbie. Minnie would often start by 
cleverly using a tree to dismantle the hot wire fencing. For 
the second line of protection, she would use the same tree 
to gain increased leverage on the top rail of the fence. Soon 
the welds would crack, the ground would give and Minnie 
was in.  

Frieda & Billie
Since the arrival of the Hawthorn elephants in 2006, it has 
been public knowledge that the herd had been previously ex-
posed to tuberculosis. We knew long before their arrival that 
there would always be a risk that one or more might develop 
active TB. With a dedicated staff of caregivers, including 
some that were involved with Misty’s successful treatment, 
and also with the backing of a group of experts led by Dr. 
Susan Mikota DVM, we felt confident in our ability to provide 
the best care possible for this group of elephants we would 
eventually nickname the “Divas.” During a recent test, we 
confirmed that Liz is presently TB positive and we have an 
appropriate treatment regimen already in place. While this is 
not news we wanted to hear, we always knew this was a real 
possibility.

Because of the deep bond they share, Billie and Frieda were 
also moved with Liz to the Phase I quarantine barn. The 
touching relationship among these three inseparable friends 
is infinitely profound, providing constant support and end-
less joy to one another as they continue their sing-along of 
Lizzie’s clucks, Billie’s squeaks, and Frieda’s “whale song.”   

We are currently partway into Liz’s treatments. We suppose 
when you have an individual who is frequently referred to as 
having “spunk,” naturally she might prove to be a bit more 
of a challenge stepping into the chute to accept her medica-
tions than Misty was. In the beginning, Liz also struggled a 
bit with some initial side effects in adjusting to her meds. 
Her vet team and primary caregivers Barbara and Richard 
continue to work with Liz every day to find the right combi-
nation that will result in satisfying her needs as well as her 
wants. 
                
Despite a few up and down days, Liz remains in good spirits. 
Billie and Frieda stay close by to offer their constant emo-
tional support, which is so very important in any elephant’s 
recovery. We remain very hopeful that her treatments will be 
successful and that Liz can make a full recovery.

Health Update on Liz

Frieda, Billie & Liz

..continued on page 10
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The Elephant Sanctuary is 
founded in Hohenwald,Tennessee 

by Carol Buckley and Scott Blais 
on 220 acres. Tarra, an ex-circus
elephant, is the inspiration and 

first resident.

Shirley and Jenny’s
fantastic reunion.

Elephants never forget.

New African house is completed. 
Tange, Zula, and Flora become the first 

African elephants to live free in Tennessee.

State-of-the-art quarantine 
facilities are constructed, 

and Lota & Misty arrive
from Hawthorn Corp.

Sadly, Lota’s advanced
case of TB was irreversible,

She peacefully passed away 
two months later with 

Misty by her side.

Sanctuary expands
to 2,700 acres to
become largest
in nation.

Delhi makes history as the first
elephant ever to be confiscated
by the USDA. TES is chosen for
her rescue, but she must spend 
nearly 8 months in TB quarantine at
our Phase 1 Barn. She did great and 
amazed us in her determination to 
overcome her odds of recovery. 
Delhi joined the rest of the 
Founding Asian herd.

Thanks to the emergency
“Rescue Jenny Fund,” 
TES was able to save 
an ailing Jenny from 

an animal shelter in Nevada
before it was too late.  Our 

sweet “Jenny Jelly Bean” soon 
flourished in her new home

with Tarra and Barbara.
Gee, what could be better?

Read on!

Bunny retires from the Meskar Park
Zoo and wastes no time exploring the 

open habitat and her newfound 
freedom. She became our resident 

“nature girl” and the elephant
least likely to be spotted on the Ele-Cam. 

Sissy arrives at the Sanctuary
from El Paso, TX, shy, abused, 
depressed, and labeled dangerous. 
My, what a difference a little 
freedom and respect make in 
the lives of all these elephants.

Winkie arrives, also with a reputation 
for being dangerous. Sissy 
immediately takes Winkie under 
her wing and helps her to adjust. 
In the process they both find 
friendship, security, and confidence.

Tina makes the 3000-mile 
journey from Vancouver, BC 

to the Sanctuary. She fought 
a severe case of osteomyelitis 

bravely, but an undetectable heart
condition took her from us too soon.

The Ele-Cam goes live 
on the Web site 
for the first time.

We’re expanding!
A brand new, 6-stall Asian

barn is completed.

Sanctuary staff and supporters
bid farewell to Tina 

in a live Web site memorial service.

2006

The Urban Elephant  featuring
Shirley and Jenny aired for the
first time on PBS Sunday, 
November 19, 2000. 
It later won an Emmy Award.

The first elephant 
diary entry on 

www.elephants.com 
began with Shirley, 

July 6, 1999.
Construction
of first barn 
completed.

Time Magazine 
designates Carol Buckley 

and Scott Blais 
“Heros of the Planet.” TIME

LINE
Barbara became the second elephant to find 
sanctuary in Tennessee. An ex-circus elephant that 
had suffered for 15 years from a mysterious wasting 
disease, Barbara came to us nearly 2000 lbs. 
underweight.  It is most accurate to describe her as 
the spiritual leader of her adopted family. 
She passed away May 18, 2001.

Katy Payne and team 
conduct a 
communications
research project 
for use in Africa.

Support begins for 
International Elephant 

Assistance Projects in Asia 
for elephant veterinary care,

ranger protection, and to
help raise awareness of the 
plight of captive elephants. 

The Sanctuary 
begins its first 

internship program.

www.elephants.com

Elephant Sanctuary celebrates
its 10th Anniversary!

2007 2008 2009 2010

Here come the Divas!
In the largest-ever circus elephant 
rescue, Lottie, Minnie, Queenie, Liz, 
Debbie, Ronnie, Billie and Frieda 
arrive in the “Caravan to Freedom,” 
nearly doubling the Sanctuary’s
number of elephant residents.

Dulary arrives from 
the Philadelphia Zoo. 
Her transition to 
Sanctuary life is 
effortless, and she 
quickly becomes 
friends with Tarra,
Misty and Delhi.

USDA confiscates Ned and places
him at the Sanctuary for recovery.

Ned’s health condition was not survivable
and he passed away on May 15, 2009 

After 10 years of sanctuary,
Bunny passes away from

old age, just hours before Ned.

Queenie very unexpectedly 
passes away. Her loss is life-

changing for her friend Minnie,
whose grief unveils a softer side. 

Zula passes away
from a heart condition.

Tange mourns her loss, then
forms a closer bond with Flora.

Misty is released from 
quarantine and is reunited 
with her former
circus friend Delhi. 
They are all smiles and 
form an instant bond.

After extended hospice care, 
our “granny” Delhi peacefully
passes away in her sleep. 

CBS broadcasts a story about
the unique friendship of Tarra &
Bella, and they become instant 

YouTube celebrities, spawning book 
and movie offers. They eventually grace 

People magazine,  Oprah and 
National Geographic Channel, too

New Asian Barn and 1200+ 
acre habitat fencing is 
complete. The Founding Herd
migrates to their new home, 
freeing up the Phase 2 barn 
to become a special
quarantine facility.

In an accident involving 
Winkie, caregiver Joanna 

Burke is suddenly lost. 
New awareness and safety 
protocols are enacted for 

elephants who suffer 
from PTSD.

Jenny passes away.  
“Mama” Shirley is 
heartbroken, but 
Bunny steps up to 
lend her support 
and they become 
great friends.

First phase of 
Veterinary Lab &
Elephant Health 

& Welfare Institute 
completed.

Award-winning NY Times 
cover article about PTSD
in elephants spotlights 
the Sanctuary, with
Bunny on the cover.

Additional ponds 
are dug in each 

habitat,  and more 
wells and automatic 

waterers are 
added throughout.
Also, all land debt

is paid off.

The Sanctuary purchases 2 
downtown buildings to be 

renovated as an Education Gallery/
Welcome Center.

ABC’s award-winning 20/20 
segment on PTSD in elephants 

airs, featuring the Sanctuary.

Sanctuary 
membership
tops 84,000!

 Phase One 
construction

of downtown 
Education Gallery

is completed.

98

A look back from co-founder Scott Blais
Faith comes in all forms. In the beginning we knew that 
we had to start to develop a place to help a few elephants; 
initially we thought if we could only help four or five, then 
we would still be doing our part.  

During one of our first gatherings with a group of seven 
people, we laid out this dream of an elephant sanctuary: a 
place to help elephants retired from zoos and circuses, not 
having a clue how it was even going to sustain itself. We 
just knew the time had come to make a difference, to give 
back to the elephants. There were definitely a few skeptics 
in the group, but one person in the room mentioned the 
line from the movie Field of Dreams, “Build it and they will 
come.” Just a few weeks later, another person wisely said to 
us, “If you are doing the right thing for the right reasons, 
your efforts will be supported.”  What a boost these simple 
words were. Inspirational motivation… just believe.
 
Early in the spring of 1995 we arrived on the grounds of 
this small 112-acre farm in Hohenwald, TN. With new green 
pasture growth, spring beauty, a gorgeous new barn, one 
computer, one hammer, one elephant, very little money, and 
a whole lot of faith and inspiration we began our mission. 

With little capital, we couldn’t build anything for a while, 
so we started by taking down the old structures, salvag-
ing what we could, and remodeling it into what we needed.  
One of my favorite memories is taking a tongue and groove 
floor from a chicken coop/out-house and turning it into our 
first workbench, one that we still use today. That first year 

was filled with the joy and bliss of a huge journey and bright 
future ahead. We were still a little strapped for cash—one day 
we even had to call the electric company to ask if we could get 
an extension on paying our bill.  

While I was working with a lot of borrowed tools and salvaged 
materials, some local supporters from Hohenwald and Nashville 
began to help us create brochures, stuff envelopes, anything 
they could do to try to help get the word out about this new 
Elephant Sanctuary. But we were still faced with not enough 
money to meet our minimal bills, and even less to pay for the 
required fencing.   

In a rude reality check, I decided perhaps it was time to look 
in the local paper for part time jobs. I circled a few possibili-
ties but put it on hold when Carol had to be out of town for a 
week and I needed to remain on grounds with Tarra. We were 
beginning to see a few, very small checks trickle in from new 
supporters following our first fundraising appeal. A few days 
later, while going through the mail at the post office, I opened 
an envelope with our first big donation check: $10,000! I stood 
there sobbing in the parking lot for ten minutes before I could 
gather my composure and run home to check on Tarra, and then 
I proceeded to make about a dozen frantic phone calls to share 
the good news. 
 
Words cannot express what this did for us. The dream and 
vision was alive again; our trust and faith renewed. We had 
managed to climb over the first of many bumps in the Sanc-
tuary’s road…of course at the time, it felt more like we had 
climbed Mt. Everest.

From this moment on, life at the Sanctuary started to change 
more rapidly, with more people coming together to help us 
through the rough times and keeping us focused on moving 
forward.  

Another huge lift came just over one year after Tarra took her 
first steps to freedom. Barbara arrived and immediately em-
braced “sanctuary” by proceeding to pick three blades of grass 
from the edge of the sidewalk even before she had stepped 
out of the transport trailer. Skin and bones in appearance, yet 
full of life and a light that radiated for miles around, Barbara 
was escorted by a media crew from CNN, our first major news 
coverage—nothing like starting at the top! Barbara’s arrival 
spurred countless articles, more news stories, and even helped 
to put a little more pressure on the campaign already underway 
to rescue Jenny from a roadside shelter in Nevada. Just a few 
months later—success! Jenny arrived and we reached a giant 
step closer to having an actual herd.
 
With three elephants, a few more tools, a little more money, 
and many more supporters, it was time to build a new barn. 
When we couldn’t afford the construction, once again we were 
reminded to have faith that the money would come. We had 
grown accustomed to the small prayers being answered; for 
example, in the days before our website and wish list, if we 
urgently needed something like a fax machine, we would simply 
wait and give it a week, and sure enough, a brand new fax 
machine would suddenly arrive from a generous donor. It is a 
lot easier to have faith that the little things would come; but 
money for a $300,000 barn? It was a scarier leap of faith, but 
we took it nonetheless.
 

During these early days, 
something else began 
to happen. Our vision 
about the size of this 
refuge began to change.  
We witnessed the real 
physical and behavioral 
changes these elephants 
experienced. We watched 
Barbara gain weight and 
start to play, we watched 
crippled Jenny play with 
reckless abandon, and 
we watched Tarra begin 
to give up social time 
with people to go spend time grazing with Barbara and 
swimming with Jenny. As we listened to their needs and 
observed their growth, we started to realize how many more 
elephants we wanted to help.  

Barbara had the unique ability to open hearts, truly open 
hearts. She brought a softness to everything around her 
that helped open our consciousness to a new world. 
Barbara, with her calm presence, started to teach us how to 
listen. The new awareness that these remarkable elephants 
brought us extended much further than the boundaries of 
our meager 112 acres. Tarra, Barbara and Jenny were teach-
ing us to trust in the unknown and to follow their 
guidance—these three helped set a new stage that would 
lead us into a bigger future that we could scarcely 
imagine—a future that continues to unfold today.

The Elephant Sanctuary’s 15th Anniversary: In the beginning...

Jenny & Barbara
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At first Minnie would feel prideful and strong, making her 
way over to the more passive Debbie and Ronnie. Minnie 
would start with a few friendly rubs and slight pushes, then 
the three would often graze side by side for a while. But 
inevitably, Minnie always wanted to play, which for Minnie 
is more an exercise in dominance than it is mutual fun. Most 
female Asian elephants don’t play this way—they would 
rather spin in circles, rub and touch, trumpet and rumble—
but Minnie’s definition of play is more like “King of the 
Mountain,” with intense pushing and shoving, which builds 
to the point that it can become hurtful. No matter how much 
Debbie tried to be passive, Minnie would still build herself 
up into a near-frenzy. Fortunately at over 11,000 lbs., Debbie 
is a big girl. During these engagements, Minnie was able to 
maintain enough self control to eventually follow her care-
givers back to another section of the yard where gates could 
be closed, Minnie would reunite with Lottie and the peace of 
sanctuary was restored. But with Minnie’s pattern of behav-
ior, we felt we had failed Ronnie and Debbie, who began to 
lose their feeling of security and trust in our ability to help 
protect them. 

We decided to take a few steps back, give them more time, 
and make new fences to give Minnie more time to explore  
her inner demons—time that we hope will reveal what is 
driving Minnie to act this way. Is it a passive-aggressive  
action that we can help her through by making other  
changes? Is she still hanging onto something from her 
youth? Or is Minnie simply just a “Tom Boy” who loves to 
play rough. Time will tell.

Now that the new fence is nearly completed, we find Ronnie 
and Debbie already feeling more comfortable. With Min-
nie and Lottie safely on the other side, Ronnie plays along 
the new fence with them more than ever, engaging in more 
physical play. We also see Minnie not working so hard to get 
through, so the frenzy does not have a chance to escalate. 
Over the past few months, Minnie is not chasing our four-
wheelers as much, and she is more passive in the barn and 
around the caregivers. But she still plays—always the first in 
the pond and the last to come into the barn when it is cold. 
And she continues to share “true elephant“ play with Lottie, 
spinning and trumpeting and exploring new sounds.  

When we finish this project, with more gates and greater 
flexibility for the caregivers, this fencing should open a new 
world for the Girls within the same acreage. During times 
when Minnie is soft and quiet, we will have the ability to 
open adjoining yards for a while, allowing more pleasant 
social interactions with Debbie and Ronnie. Our ultimate goal 
is that we will eventually help this mock family become a 
herd. The elephants have taught us that with a little time, 
space and security, healing eventually occurs.

Elephant Update... (continued from page 7)

Minnie & Lottie

In the meantime, Minnie’s zest for life and energy level 
are a constant source of amusement to her caregivers and 
Ele-cam watchers alike, who watch her frolic and splash in 
the pond, acting as if each time were her very first. Lottie 
is almost always nearby to share in Minnie’s escapades, but 
most often as a loving bystander rather than a participant. 
Lottie is the constant in this equation—a calm presence. 
She is passive, kind and often overlooked—but her force is 
never questioned. Lottie is to Minnie like Sissy is to Winkie. 
The passive guardian, knowing her friend needs to explore 
and vent, but always there as a guiding force, intimately 
connected, totally grounded, and true to their friendship, 
always there in good times or bad.

Debbie and Ronnie share a different sort of friendship. 
Their bond more closely resembles that of their wild cous-
ins. They graze together, drink together, sleep together, 
play together and migrate together. They do everything 
together, except when it comes time to leave the barn in 
the cool winter mornings. Debbie is usually the hold-out, 
stopping to play with the rubber flaps in the door that help 
keep the warm air in. Ronnie typically will head out to join 
Lottie and Minnie along the fence, while the caregivers 
use produce, sing songs and find a new level of patience 
while encouraging Debbie to come out to join her sisters 
in the winter sun. Now, as the weather warms, this pattern 
changes. Many times all four are out of the barn grazing on 
the spring grass long before the caregivers even arrive in 
the morning.

After a recent TB test, we were disappointed to learn that 
Liz has active TB (story page 7). This revelation did not 
come as a complete surprise, however, since we knew before 



United States
After years of waiting, the Federal trial against Ring-
ling Brothers Circus finally began last February, where 
the plaintiffs presented an array of evidence and expert 
testimony against Ringling in an effort to ban the use of 
bullhooks and chaining of elephants. On December 31, 
2009, U.S. District Judge Emmet G. Sullivan ruled that the 
plaintiffs (Animal Welfare Institute and Tom Rider, former 
Ringling employee) had no legal standing to sue the circus 
under the Endangered Species Act, and therefore did not 
proceed to address the evidence of harmful practices pre-
sented during the proceedings. 

While the outcome of this groundbreaking lawsuit was a 
disappointment, we are encouraged that immediately after 
the ruling, the Animal Welfare Institute announced they 
would not give up this battle. “We remain confident that 
endangered Asian elephants held in captivity solely for 
entertainment will one day be given the full protection to 
which they are entitled under the law,” said AWI President, 
Cathy Liss. (www.awionline.org)

India
Around the same time this U.S. ruling was released, a 
stunning announcement came across the newswires from 
India. By order of the Central Zoo Authority (CZA) of India, 
a public notice was issued that elephants in all Indian 
zoos be relocated to national parks and sanctuaries as 
soon as possible.

Elephant Happenings Outside the Sanctuary

When asked about the decision, A. N. Prasad, director of 
Project Elephant of the Ministry of Environment and 
Forest, Government of India was quoted, “Elephants are 
large animals and require a large area to move about freely. 
The environment of a zoo can be very restrictive.” Report-
edly, there are about 140 captive elephants in India that 
this ruling will affect, and while many of the details and 
destinations for their relocation have yet to be finalized, a 
decision this monumental in helping to improve the lives of 
captive elephants was such a welcomed victory.

Africa
In March of 2010, all eyes were on Paris and the 175-nation 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), as they voted to reject a pro-
posal that would relax the 21-year ban on the international 
trade in ivory. The African nations of Zambia and Tanzania 
were petitioning for permission to sell stockpiles of tusks 
reported to be worth nearly $18 million. 

Conservationists from around the world argued that allow-
ing legal ivory sales, even if temporary, would only serve to 
provide cover and incentives for elephant poaching and the 
illegal trade market. Since 2008 when the last legal auc-
tion of ivory stockpiles was given a pass, researchers have 
reported that the instances of African elephant poaching 
and illegal trafficking have spiked at alarming rates.

the Sanctuary became their home, that all of the elephants 
in this ex-Hawthorn herd had been designated as high risk 
due to their previous TB exposure. The Phase I Quarantine 
barn was immediately readied to move Liz for treatment, 
and because of their intense bond as a threesome, there was 
no hesitation in our decision to have Liz’s best friends Billie 
and Frieda accompany her there. 

The three have spent time in this Quarantine area before 
during some temporary Phase II barn renovations, and we 
were delighted to see them embrace this more intimate set-
ting. This temporary home suits them well and makes them 
feel like the special Ladies that they are. More importantly, 
having the loving support of her sisters means Liz has an 
emotional balance and advantage that is so very important 
to any elephant’s health and recovery.

Now in our fifteenth year, we are so privileged to not only 
help care for all these wonderful beings, but to also be 
given a part in their life’s journeys. Their openness provides 
to us a glimpse into their world and the ability to share 
their stories with others. And whether they make us laugh 
at their antics or shed a tear in sympathy for their pain, 

that connection is palpable. We embrace each special one 
for the joy, the lessons, and the time they have given us 
in this, their sanctuary. And we, in turn, embrace you for 
helping to make all of this possible.

Minnie
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In 1997 the Sanctuary became one of the first institutions 
to pioneer distance-learning projects linking to classrooms 
all over the country, utilizing what was then considered the 
cutting edge in teleconferencing equipment. These non-
invasive live “field trips” gave students a first-hand look 
at the Sanctuary and its elephants, a chance to learn more 
about them, and the opportunity to ask caregivers questions 
in real time. In 1999 the Ele-Cam went live on our website 
and for the first time our supporters were able to view from 
their home computers our elephants eating, sleeping and 
playing in their Tennessee habitat.

As we enter an era of multimedia technology that was once 
barely imaginable, we realize how wonderfully suited this 
approach continues to be for our mission of education and 
what an ideal time it is to expand the Sanctuary’s reach. It 
is our firm belief that elephants do not need to be placed 
on exhibit for people to learn about and understand the 
species. Non-invasive observation does not compromise an 
elephant’s space or freedom. As humans, it’s not until we 
have an opportunity to watch them exist like elephants in 
the wild, immersed in nature and interacting with their herd, 
do we begin to appreciate what elephants are truly like. 

To help bring this technology home—quite literally—and to 
have a place where we can also present new educational ex-
hibits, in 2007 The Elephant Sanctuary purchased two build-
ings side-by-side on Main Street in downtown Hohenwald, 
Tennessee. With your support these buildings have been 
completely renovated using sustainable practices that reflect 
the philosophy of the Sanctuary; they have new roofs, new 
geothermal heating and cooling systems, new interiors, and 
new front and rear facades. When The Elephant Sanctuary’s 
Education Gallery and Welcome Center opens its doors, it will 
be one of the first LEED certified buildings (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design) in the area. 

Building No. 1 is now ready for move-in. The Sanctuary’s 
administrative staff, which has outgrown the small house 

they were working from on Darbytown road, will move into 
this building in May, along with its catalog merchandise 
department. We plan to have a welcome desk for visitors 
who come to town and want to know a little more about 
our organization and our plans for the downtown buildings.

Building No. 2 (next door) will eventually contain the 
Education Gallery. This building has been finished to a 
“white box” stage awaiting interior build-outs. Our goal 
for this space includes a multi-media theater, a series of 
interactive educational exhibits about elephants, and a vast 
array of live monitors featuring additional habitat surveil-
lance cameras via satellite. Visitors can peacefully follow 
the Sanctuary Girls on these monitors as they go about 
their daily lives as free elephants, grazing in the pastures, 
playing in the mud, splashing in the ponds and even  
chasing wild turkeys for sport! From our new education  
center, we will also develop more in-depth distance- 
learning projects with schools, clubs and organizations 
across the country.

Virtual visits will provide an opportunity for students to 
hear our elephants’ own stories first hand and to learn 
about the many issues facing all elephants worldwide.

We continue to raise funds for the final planning efforts 
and completion of the Education Gallery, with major exhibit 
sponsorships and walkway pavers still available. Please 
contact our office if you would like to help.

The City of Hohenwald has received a grant to transform 
the adjacent shared public parking area into an example 
of a sustainably-designed parking lot and to build its own 
City Welcome Center and Chamber of Commerce offices next 
door. When their final parking lot, landscaping and instal-
lation of geothermal wells are complete, we will be able to 
put the finishing touches on our own entrances and install 
the brick walkway pavers our supporters have so graciously 
purchased in support of this effort.

Education Gallery Update

12
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Membership
Choose your level and become part of the nation’s largest natural-habitat sanctuary for old, sick, and needy elephants retired 
from circuses and zoos. Members receive a certificate and subscription to Trunklines for a year. Give a membership as a gift 
and you also get an elephants.com sticker for your window.

Donor Society Friends
_______ $10,000+ Founder
_______ $5,000–$9,999 Benefactor
_______ $1,000–$4,999 Patron
_______ $500–$999 Sustainer
_______ $100–$499 Supporter

_______ $75  Associate
_______ $50  Family
_______ $30  Individual
_______ $10  Elder/Student

Tarra, Shirley, Sissy, Winkie, Tange, 
Flora, Misty, Billie, Debbie, Frieda,  
Liz, Lottie, Minnie, Ronnie and Dulary 
eat a lot of food! You can help by 
feeding any or all of them for a day, a 
week, or...$30 feeds one elephant for 
one day. 

Just tell us which elephant you’d like 
to feed and how often. Every “Feed for a Day” donor receives 
a certificate and a bio with a picture of the elephant(s)  
you fed.

You can contribute in as many ways as you’d like, in your 
own name or in honor of a friend or family member. Contri-
butions can be all at once or once a month for as long as 
you specify.

Feed for a Day

$30 x ______(# of days) x ______ (# of elephants) = $_____
$15 T-shirt ~ (includes shipping/handling) & b/w photo of 
your favorite elephant   _____________  : $_____________

Name of Elephant

                  *Note: Divas’ t-shirt is the Caravan to Freedom design.

Acres for Elephants
Be the first in your group, neighborhood, classroom, or 
office to buy real estate for elephants. Help the  
Sanctuary’s expansion by giving elephants the room they 
need to roam. All Acres for Elephants donors receive a 
subscription to Trunklines. 

Senior/Student/Group/Club $25 x _______ = $_______
  -SSqE/Square Elephant: space for 8 elephants to  
   stand in a tight group, or
  -SSqE/Sleepy Square: space for 5 sister elephants  
   to nap side by side

Dumbo $55 x _______ = $_______
Space for a small herd of elephants to stand ~ 1,440 sq. ft
This donation generates a certificate to the recipient

Jumbo $350 x _______ = $_______
Space for a big herd of elephants to stand ~ 1/4 acre
This donation generates a certificate to the recipient

Mammoth $1,400 x _______ = $_______
Space for a herd of elephants to spread out ~ 1 acre
This donation generates a certificate and a free Sanctuary logo t-shirt.
Please specify size: q (M)  q (L)  q (XL) 

Ways You Can Help the Sanctuary
You can contribute in as many ways as you’d like, in your own 
name or in honor or memory of a friend or family member. 
Contributions can be on a one-time basis or once a month for 
as long as you specify.

The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
corporation. Your donations to any of the programs below are 
tax deductible.

Use the form on the enclosed envelope to provide information 
and indicate which giving program you have chosen. Be sure 
to include the name and address for any “In Honor” gifts so 
we can send the honoree(s) a certificate and Trunklines.

13
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Sanctuary Clothing
Tan T-Shirt with Green Logo - $15.00

Adult q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  Youth q (L)
            q (XXL) $17 q (XXXL) $17

Blue T-Shirt with White 
Logo on Chest - $15.00
     Adult q (S)  q (M) q (L) q (XL) 
  q (XXL) $17 

Commemorative 
T-Shirts  $10.00
   Logo, website address, elephant’s name and 

the date she came to The Elephant Sanctuary 
printed in green. XXL sizes are $12.00.

Barbara... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)   Youth  q (L)
Jenny..... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $12 Youth  q (L)
Shirley... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $12 Youth  q (L)
Bunny.... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $12 Youth  q (L)
Sissy....... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $12 Youth  q (L)
Winkie... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $12 Youth  q (L)
Delhi...... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $12 Youth  q (L)
Tange....  Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $12 Youth  q (L)
Zula.......  Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $12 Youth  q (L)
Flora...... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $12 Youth  q (L)
Misty.....  Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $12 Youth  q (L)
Lota....... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $12 Youth  q (L)
Ron & Deb... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $12 Youth  q (L)
Dulary...  Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $12 Youth  q (L)

Tarra & Bella T-Shirt 
(4-color)  $19.00
Women’s adult & youth sizes in green, 
toddler sizes and XXXL in royal blue

Adult q (S)  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL) q (XXL)  
            q (XXXL-Royal Blue)
Youth q (YXS) q (YS)  q (YM) q (YL)
Toddler  q (2T)  q (3T)  q (4T)

Ronnie & 
Debbie

Flora T-Shirt (4-color)  $19.00
Womens adult sizes in green, youth & toddler sizes in blue

Adult q (S)  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL   q (XXL)  
Youth q (YXS) q (YS)  q (YM) q (YL)
Toddler  q (2T)  q (3T)  q (4T)

Use the order form envelope inside this newsletter or 
shop online at: www.elephants.com/estoreElephant Sanctuary Merchandise

More!

Follow the links on our 
website to order Elephant 
Sanctuary US Postage Stamps 
and “Ele-Checks.” A portion 
of proceeds benefits the 
Sanctuary!

Lots of other merchandise available. Please visit our Gift Shop online at
www.elephants.com/estore

Tote Bags Sanctuary Logo Tote Bags - $10.00
Beige with blue lettering or beige with green lettering.
Tarra & Bella Tote Bag - $15.00
Beige with 4-color imprint (not pictured)
Commemorative “Jenny”  Tote Bag - $24.00 
Beige with 4-color imprint

Baseball Cap  $15.00
Comfortable, casual and ad-
justible 50/50 cotton/poly blend 
with Sanctuary logo embroi-
dered on the front and website 
along the side. Two  colors to 
choose from.

  q Green Bill q Denim Bill

Logo Sweatshirts - $20.00

Green w/White Logo    
     Adult q (S)  q (M) q (L) q (XL) 
  q (XXL) $22 q (XXXL) $22
Grey w/Blue Logo    
     Adult q (S)  q (M) q (L) q (XL) 
  q (XXL) $22 q (XXXL) $22
     Youth q (S)  q (M)

(Larger sizes $22 where noted) Super-comfort-
able Sanctuary sweatshirts from Gildan Active-
wear in Heavy Weight Blend 50/50.

NEW! 

Zippered Hoodie Sweatshirts - $40.00

Gray w/Color Logo    
     Adult q (S)  q (M) q (L) q (XL) 
  q (XXL) $42 q (XXXL) $42
Royal Blue w/Color Logo    
     Adult q (S)  q (M) q (L) q (XL) 
  q (XXL) $42 q (XXXL) $42

(Larger sizes $42 where noted) Stay warm in 
these new hoodies by Port & Company with a 
multi-colored Sanctuary logo embroidered on 
the chest. Two-ply hood. Set-in sleeve. 9 oz. 50/50 
preshrunk cotton/poly fleece. NEW! 

Long Sleeve Organic 
Brown T-Shirt $20.00
This long sleeve tee is 100% certified organic 
preshrunk cotton. Logo is imprinted on the chest in 
gold. Made by Anvil Organic. Unisex sizes.(XXL $20)

Adult  q (S)  q (M) q (L) q (XL)

                  q Adult (XXL) $22

Tarra & Bella Polo Shirt $24.00
Polo with the Tarra & Bella logo outline embroi-
dered on the chest. Unisex sizes, 65/35 poly/cot-
ton, knit collar and cuffs, double-needle armholes 
and bottom hem, metal buttons with dyed to 
match rims, side vents.
Adult q (S)  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL   q (XXL)NEW! 

NEW! 

NEW! 

All 
proceeds 
benefit 

The Girls! 
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“All of Our Girls...So Far” $30.00  q (DVD) 

“Tarra & Bella - The Video” $15.00  q (DVD) 

“Flora” $15.00  q (DVD)

“Dulary’s Homecoming” $15.00  q (DVD)

“Information Video” $15.00  q (DVD) 

“Our Girls: The Early Years” $15.00  q (DVD)

“Tina’s Memorial Video” $15.00  q (DVD)

“The Urban Elephant” $30.00  q (DVD)

DVD Videos

Elephant Note Cards - $10.00
Blank inside; ideal for any occasion! Featuring 
Illustrations of Queenie, Tarra & Dulary, Debbie 
and Frieda; Mixed pack of 12 w/envelopes.

Greeting Cards

         Childrens’ Elephant Art Cards
I                llustrations by Lewis County grade school students

                    q Mixed pack of 12 w/envelopes; 
                            Blank inside  $12.00

Vehicle License Plate   
q  $20.00

Color Mugs  $15.00
 q Ned    q  Dulary    q  Tarra & Bella

Elephant Sanctuary 
Mouse Pads  $10.00
       q Tarra & Bella
       q  Founding Herd
       q  Billie-Sue, Frieda & Liz

Use the order form envelope inside this newsletter or 
shop online at: www.elephants.com/estoreElephant Sanctuary Merchandise

Elephant Photo Holiday Cards
  Pack of 12 w/envelopes  $20.00

   Inside message “Peace on Earth, Sanctuary To All”

Version 1
Bunny, Jenny 
& Shirley

Version 3
Sissy & Tarra

Version 4
The Divas

Version 2
Shirley & Jenny

Version 5
Tarra & Bella
Inside message 
“Peace to All Creatures  
Great and Small”

NEW! 

Limited Edition 
15th Anniversary

Aladdin Eco-Friendly Travel 
Mug $23.00
Support the environment & help us 
celebrate the Sanctuary’s 15th Anniversary 
while using this new travel mug with The 
Elephant Sanctuary 15th Anniversary logo 
imprinted on the side in black. Limited 
quantities. 

Elephant Sanctuary Eco-Friendly 
Turbine Key-Ring Light - $8.00
Ultra-bright, two LED keychain fits in the palm  
of your hand. Batteries never need replacing.  
A convenient crank makes for safety-conscious  
and eco-friendly use! 

Flora Bumper Sticker $3.00
q  Measures 4” x 4”--here’s your chance to take 

Flora with you everywhere you go!

Miscellaneous

15th Anniversary T-Shirts - $20.00
Adult  q (S)  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL)  q (XXXL—Available in gray only)

The Elephant Sanctuary’s 
special 15th Anniversary 
T-shirt features a collage 
of photos that include all 
the Girls & Ned in a fitting 
tribute to their beauty 
& inspiration. Made of 
100% cotton preshrunk. 
Choose from green or 
gray. Unisex sizes. Limited 
quantities. 

Elephant Sanctuary 
Bookmarks - $10.00
These whimsical bookmarks were created by 2nd 
grade students at Lewis County Elementary School.
4 different designs, one of each in a pack. 10% of 
the proceeds from the sale of these bookmarks will 
be donated to Lewis County Schools. Also available 
individually. Please call or email for details.

NEW! 

NEW! 

NEW! 

NEW! 

NEW! 
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To improve the lives of captive elephants, 
please contact your legislators.

Sanctuary Much
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TVA • Abaxis • EMMA Email Marketing
Manuel Zeitlin Architects

Green Mountain Gazebo • B&G Foods

To our Corporate Supporters
HAVE, Inc. • Sharon Callahan, Anaflora

The Cloth Bag Company

Please visit our website:

www.elephants.com
501 (C) (3) Nonprofit Organization

For news between Trunklines 
issues, follow us on the ‘net!

eTrunklines: monthly email 
newsletter; sign up on our website or 
email cathy@elephants.com

Facebook: “ The Elephant Sanctuary 
in Tennessee”

Twitter: “ELEPHANTSdotCOM”

On March 12, 2010, our hearts were heavy as we mourned 
the passing of our long-time friend and supporter, Bill 
Rogers. Fifteen years earlier, almost to the day, the Rogers 
family in Hohenwald was one of the first to embrace our 
mission and welcome us into the community, actively 
participating on our first Volunteer Day, helping to 
organize local community introductions and assisting in 
fund raisers. Sometimes Bill even served as our landlord, 
graciously allowing us to use the family cabin for our 
intern housing. Bill’s patience was certainly tested and 
appreciated as he helped walk us through our introduction 
to farm life, loaning tools and providing immeasurable 
advice. 

The heart and soul of the Sanctuary will be forever grateful 
for Bill, Dolene and the entire Rogers family. Thank you for 
embracing and believing in our dream and helping us lay 
the foundation that has supported and improved the lives 
of elephants around the globe.
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