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The May Floods

Misty

It began with a day of extraordinarily heavy rainfall in 
Middle Tennessee on May 1st, 2010. At the Sanctuary on 
Sunday morning, May 2nd, we were acting as we normally do 
on rainy days in spring, bundling up and getting ready to go 
to work. But this day brought a little more than we had all 
bargained for.  

Before Scott could leave his house, the phone calls started 
coming in from caregivers unable to make it to work from 
Buck Hollow Road. It is not uncommon for one bridge on 
this road to be under water after heavy rains—we would 
just simply hike to Mr. Ammon’s field and climb over the 
fence. But this time both bridges were out—this was a first.

It was decided Q-Barn caregivers coming to work would 
meet at the Asian barn, where they would mount 4-wheelers 
and try to reach the Q-Barn from the backside. Meanwhile, 
Sam and Clint, the caregivers living at the Quarantine 
security house, awoke to a raging, heavily flooded creek. It 
was to have been their day off, but they knew the condition 
of Buck Hollow Road would prevent other caregivers from 
making it in to work, and the Girls were going to be waiting 
for their breakfast. With phone service down and no way to 
reach Scott, they took the initiative and decided to try to 
cross the creek to the barn to tend to the Girls—a decision 
they would later decide wasn’t such a good idea.

Back at the Asian barn, Scott and Kat took passengers 
Barbara and Angela, primary caregivers from the two 
Q-Barns, and left the protection of the high ground on 
4-wheelers to head down to the Divas. The rainy trip was 
nearly successful, until they reached “Field 6” at the creek 
crossing and stopped in their tracks. The 8-foot culverts 
had been completely blocked with logs up to 40 feet long 
and sticks and debris that had washed down the hillsides. 
This literal log jam forced the water over the culverts, 
leaving a basin of raging water. It’s amazing to witness 
Mother Nature’s best and worst—the power behind this 
water was indisputable. With no way through, they decided 
to double back to Africa, and then drop down the hill on 
the other side of this creek. Before they turned around, 
they took in the awe and beauty of this green valley 
beyond the flooded creek. There, they spotted Minnie 
and Lottie… completely saturated by the torrent of rain, 
grazing contently like it was just another day.  

When the 4-wheelers arrived in Africa, primary African 
caregiver Vkivu came out of the barn to greet them. The 
African barn is also nestled on high ground and isolated 
from the rising waters. There, two beautiful elephants 
seemed to want to spend this Sunday morning observing 
their soggy back yard from the comfort of their covered 
barn patios. Vkivu closed a few gates to ensure safe 
passage past Flora and Tange. 

Lottie enjoyed the record rainfall

Minnie splashed and played in the rising waters

...continued on page 8
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Our Mission
The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee, 
founded in 1995, is the nation’s largest 
natural-habitat refuge developed 
specifically for endangered elephants. It 
operates on 2,700 acres in Hohenwald, 
Tennessee—85 miles southwest of 
Nashville.

The Elephant Sanctuary exists for two 
reasons:
 

 To provide a haven for old, sick, 
or needy elephants in a setting of 
green pastures, hardwood forests, 
spring-fed ponds, and heated barns 
for cold winter nights.

 
 To provide education about the 
 crisis facing these social, sensitive, 
 passionately intense, playful, com-

plex, exceedingly intelligent, and 
 endangered creatures.
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The Sanctuary has never been immune to the ups and downs of everyday 
life: we’ve had our share of glorious moments, complexities and heartache. 
But something happens inside the walls of sanctuary—the elephants have 
created a vibration here that inspires us all to dig a little further to learn 
more, and to honor and recognize the glory and the struggle. They are both 
equally profound. The elephants share their lives with us, helping us to learn 
their path through this delicate balance.

This year we continue to be reminded of the struggle to steady the good 
times with the difficult ones; Lizzie’s TB treatment has been a roller coaster 
ride from the word ‘go.’ Some days, things look really good for Liz, other 
times, ominous and depressing. Every step we take forward that brings a 
greater consciousness of elephants is a moment to celebrate. We realize 
this new understanding is necessary to prepare us for the next lesson that 
may be a little harder and a little more challenging. Misty’s TB treatment 
several years ago greatly expanded our knowledge of the disease and anti-TB 
medicine, helping to set the foundation for Liz’s treatment—only to leave us 
with more convoluted questions. These days, we have to dig a little deeper 
to find the strength to keep pushing towards the goal of curing Liz.

Throughout these challenges, our supporters have reached out and touched 
us with their warm understanding, making us realize they often share the 
very same heart and soul commitment that it takes to be a caregiver—not 
just for elephants, but for any living beings.
 
Through the summer of 2010, our growth continues—internally, as 
the elephants continue to unlock the deep reaches of our hearts, and 
externally with extraordinary structural developments. Topping this list is 
the installation of our new camera network, opening the far reaches of the 
habitat to non-invasive observation and education. We have used these 
tower locations to add multiple watering stations, installing over 12,000 
feet of water lines that will provide fresh water to more locations in all three 
habitats. We won’t soon forget moving countless truckloads of gravel to 
remedy the erosion in the May floods, while our fence crew repaired hundreds 
of feet of damaged fence. This year reminds us again that it takes a village 
to run the Sanctuary; caregivers, administrative staff, directors, contractors, 
maintenance crews, and of course friends, family and all of our supporters.
 
This is our life’s work, but it requires and thrives off your kindness and 
passion. Thank you for continuing this journey with us as we  
grow together in the spirit of the elephants.

Scott
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It was considered ground-breaking technology eleven 
years ago when The Elephant Sanctuary first introduced 
the “Elecam” on its website, bringing live streaming video 
to anybody with a love for elephants and an internet 
connection. For educating students in classrooms, our 
“Project Diane” teleconferencing program was able to 
reach schools around the country through the use of ISDN 
telephone lines. These systems have served us well, but in 
recent years a digital explosion and high speed internet 
lifestyle have emerged, and like last year’s laptop model, 
much of what we have in place has suddenly become 
woefully obsolete and often in need of repair.

Thanks to a very generous donor whose estate will 
immediately underwrite a majority of the associated costs, 
the Sanctuary is pleased to announce it will soon launch 
a brand new Distance Learning Project using modern 
technology infrastructure and more than a dozen new 
Elecams! Due to the Sanctuary’s isolated rural location, it 
was evident that high speed internet was just not going 
to be available to us in the foreseeable future, so the 
solution was to essentially design and build our own high 
speed internet service. Through a network of towers erected 
throughout the property, outfitted with a series of solar 
cameras and wireless technology, we now have the ability to 
beam digital data and communications between the barns 
and offices in speeds comparable to cable. 

This infrastructure upgrade was necessary so that we could 
bring you part two: The Girls! More than a dozen of these 
towers will soon be outfitted with digital video cameras 
for the Elecam on the website, for on-site security and 
improved caregiver monitoring, and for our expanded 

Distance Learning Project through our Education Gallery. 
Our ability to “beam” this live video using mostly solar 
technology means we will not have to rely on a habitat-
destructive and very cost-prohibitive system of laying 
underground cables and power lines across thousands 
of acres. While that process may have taken years to 
complete, the towers were completed in a matter of weeks.

In order to support and expand our mission in education, 
we are committed to the implementation of new 
technology. We realize that the rescue of even 100 captive 
elephants here will not impact the crisis that endangered 
elephants face worldwide. However, distance learning will 
help carry the lessons that influence how children and 
adults view the species—both in captivity and in the wild. 
This new, high speed network of live video cams, combined 
with classroom curriculum designed for various age levels, 
and the addition of a full time Education Director will 
ensure our ability to devote the resources necessary to 
better connect the Sanctuary to people around the world.

At press time, we are in the midst of connecting this 
expansive technology infrastructure, which will be followed 
by the installation of the new video cams. Stay connected 
to our website for our expanded Elecam offerings, which 
will premier sometime this fall. Soon, you just may tune in 
and catch live views of Sissy and Winkie at Dr. Scott’s Pond, 
Tange and Flora playing in the mud, Dulary and Misty—plus 
lots more new location surprises!

Towers under construction

A view from one of the towers—Sissy and Winkie at  
Dr. Scott’s!

Elephants in the Digital Age

Exciting technology upgrades underway at the Sanctuary will soon expand our observation 
opportunities and education programs without intruding on the elephants.
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It has been a hot summer, and days in new Asia revolve 
around bodies of water—three to be exact; Dr. Scott’s Pond, 
North Pond and the lake. Misty and Dulary gravitate towards 
the one located near the barn, North Pond, swimming at dif-
ferent times throughout the day from dawn till dusk. Some-
times the desire to swim is so tempting that Misty feels she 
just has to bring her food with her. She wades in, carrying 
a trunk and mouthful of hay, then proceeds to dump it all 
in the water, picking at it until the pull of Dulary’s company 
is too much to ignore. They have their lazy swims; floating 
with just their eyes and the tips of their trunks peering out 
over the surface of the water. And they also have their play-
ful swims filled with splashing, dunking, climbing on each 
other—accompanied by many vocalizations. Then, it’s out of 
the water for some dusting, followed by Dulary grazing and 
dusting some more, while Misty re-energizes herself by tak-
ing one of her several daily naps. 

Sissy and Winkie have been spending a large portion of 
their time at Dr. Scott’s Pond. Although it doesn’t have the 
same “wow factor” as the lake, there is something about it 
that is breathtaking—it is little wonder they have chosen 
this as their private sanctuary. Perhaps it is the view as you 
approach through the trees where it breaks open into lush 

meadows on rolling hills with a backdrop that goes for miles. 
The pond, which is home to many a bullfrog, is tucked off 
to the side, lined with tall grasses along the back. Sis and 
Winks wander the trails that snake through these woods to 
find respite from the sun in the afternoons. Often, when we 
come down the utility pipeline that cuts through the habitat 
to look for them, we’ll spot Sissy’s head peeking out of the 
trees making sure their location is known to us.

Winkie has continued along her path of growth and self-
confidence. She will now regularly wander away from Sissy 
while she is napping. In the past, if they had been split up, 
you could feel Winkie’s concern and stress over the situation. 
Nowadays, it just results in a slow walk to seek out Sissy, 
followed by that “I haven’t seen you in forever!” celebration 
when they get back together. This comfort with separation 
is just another progression in Winkie’s development that we 
have witnessed lately. 

Shirley, Tarra, and of course Bella, have spent most of their 
summer at the lake. A spring-fed creek leading into the lake 
is banked by fields lush with tree cover. The cold creek water 
is perfect for drinking. This elephant/canine threesome  
enjoy different methods of cooling off, from coating 
themselves in mud puddles, to wallowing in the deep dark 
mud at the entrance to the fields, to spraying themselves off 

Misty & Dulary

Winkie & Sissy

Tarra & Bella

Elephant Update
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in the creek, and even 
full-on swimming in the 
lake (which is Bella’s 
favorite). 

Shirley seems to have 
gotten a little bit of 
her “spunk” back this 
summer. Perhaps this 
is another part of the 
healing process that 
she’s come through 
since Bunny’s passing. 
Sometimes Shirley has 
a squinty-face, back-
leg-swinging, head-of-
steam going on. Shirley 
still solicits affection 
from caregivers more 
than she did in the 

past, but that little naughty glint in her eye has returned. 
She continues to climb up and down the fairly steep hills 
behind the lake, never letting her age show. 

Shirley continues to playfully keep Tarra in line, especially 
when it comes to stealing her food. For the past decade, 
one of Tarra’s favorite things to do when eating in Shirley’s 
company is to start with a couple bites of her own produce, 
then go over to Shirley and try to steal hers. Tarra takes 
slow, cautious steps, always making it obvious what she’s 
about to do. Then she submissively approaches Shirley, 
hind-end first, barking the entire time. Tarra’s tail extends 
straight out, slowly lifting her back foot, followed by an 
attempt to sweep some food out of Shirley’s snack pile. As 
this familiar ritual ensues, Shirley seems to contemplate 
just what she is going to allow this time. Sometimes she 
doesn’t seem to mind, while other times she waits until 
Tarra gets really close and then puts her trunk up on Tarra’s 
back and ‘bites’ her butt—although it’s more like ‘lipping’ 
her. This gesture is never hard and doesn’t leave marks—
just enough to send her a message. The only flaw in this 
plan is that Tarra seems to thoroughly enjoy it, and she 
will even proceed to stick her tail right by Shirley’s mouth 
as if to request that be bitten also. Tarra squawks, ignoring 

the food, while 
rubbing herself all 
over Shirley. By 
the time Tarra is 
finished playing 
and refocuses on 
Shirley’s food, 
there’s nothing 
but hay left. 
So, she will 
contentedly stand 

with Shirley, sharing her hay before going back to finish 
her own meal. This ritual plays out over and over again, 
with Tarra getting no food out of it most of the time, 
leaving us to wonder if her true motive is that she simply 
enjoys needling Shirley. 

At the Quarantine Barn, we are continuing Liz’s TB 
treatment. She has made it over several hurdles in recent 
months, but continues to struggle with drug side effects. 
(see separate story) She has ups and downs but her 
caregivers are attentive to her needs. Some days, the 
biggest challenge is finding something—anything—Liz 
is in the mood to eat. This can mean special trips to 
the grocery store to find and test new treats, gathering 
tree branches for browse, mowing fresh grass clippings, 
finding fresh bales of Bermuda hay, adding new vitamin 
supplements, and more. Fortunately we have a “village” of 
dedicated caregivers who are ready and willing to help Liz 
through this difficult time, and supporters who help with 
Liz’s medical supplies.

Despite her treatment challenges, life holds many of 
its normal routines for Liz. She drinks lots of water and 
likes to bathe herself frequently. Some days she prefers 
that caregivers help her out. She’ll approach a caregiver 
and open her mouth wide, which signals, “Would you 
get the hose and spray here?”  Of course her request is 
immediately honored. When Liz finishes bathing, she likes 
to go rub up against her favorite sycamore tree—or, when 
she’s feeling particularly affectionate, against Billie and 
Frieda.
  
Frieda has remained calm and stable through all of these 
trials; she’s Lizzie’s rock. There’s just not a whole lot that 
can disturb Frieda. Even during the uncomfortable heat 
wave this summer, Frieda seems content as always. The 
lower part of the Phase I quarantine habitat has become 
her private getaway, since Billie and Liz don’t frequent 
that area as much. Here, Frieda has her pick of the 
vegetation. She remains very 

Liz & Frieda

Shirley

Billie
...continued on page 6
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social and often has her trunk up in the air to smell and 
explore her surroundings. 
 
Billie’s chosen turf seems to be the hill area. She is usually 
up there in the mornings, waiting for her breakfast to be 
delivered. When she comes back down, she’s quite vocal 
about her arrival, as if to announce, “I’m home!” If the 
Girls have taken shelter indoors from a storm, Billie is 
the one to broadcast their GPS coordinates in elephant 
speak: “We’re in the barn!” She never hesitates to speak 
her mind. But even with these outgoing strengths, Billie 
is still insecure in many ways. At times, she can be a 
bit nervous if Frieda is not in eyesight. To help in her 
emotional growth, we try to avoid situations where she has 

to worry about Frieda (i.e. we feed them in close proximity 
with no visual barriers). Billie continues to make progress 
in learning to trust her caregivers. Extra toys have helped 
to bring out more of her playful side. After more than fifty 
difficult years in the circus and only a few years here at 
the Sanctuary, she is still relatively new to this life and is 
full of surprises—it has been so wonderful to watch Billie 
slowly unfold.  

Minnie and Lottie have been the stars of the Elecam this 
summer, as their pond and favorite dusting place are very 
close to a camera. It sometimes makes it a challenge for 
caregivers to clean up the manure from this spot since they 
hardly ever leave! But with a bit of planning and a dash of 
diversion (such as their early evening meal), the elephants 
always return to see that “housekeeping” has been there.
Debbie and Ronnie have settled into a morning routine 
between 10:00 and 11:30—they pass up the water sources 
available to them in the habitat and insist on returning 
to the barn for a special drink from the hose. No matter 
where they have been, near or far, a caregiver could 
check the time, peek around the back of the barn, and 
sure enough, there are Debbie and Ronnie, ready for the 

hose. Showers often accompany their drinks, whether they 
want the caregiver to spray them or take the hose and 
do it themselves. It is certainly a welcome relief from the 
summer’s heat. But on a few days they surprised us and 
didn’t return—perhaps they didn’t want to wash off all the 
premium dust and dirt they’d carefully caked on their backs 
for sunscreen and bug repellent.
 
This summer, Tange and Flora have also been returning 
daily to their barn, but for more than a personal bath with 
the hose—this area is where their favorite mud holes are! 
Leading the Girls back out into their habitat afterwards is 
always an adventure when they love to break from routine. 
Some days they run as if they were on a mission; other 
times they slowly meander. Occasionally, they seem to want 
to play hide and seek by going a completely different way 
than their caregiver. Every time they do venture out, they 
make new roads and changes to their landscape. Flora and 
Tange knock down dozens of trees a week, a behavior which 
doesn’t change between seasons. On occasion, we find that 
Tange and Flora have gone into hard-to-get-to areas—down 
into gullies, up on hillsides—and have made clearings in the 
weeds that resemble giant bird’s nests (or Elephant’s nests?). 
We are left to wonder if they are simply works of art, or if 
they have a true purpose. As with all of the Girls, we’ll just 
have to continue to watch and see what they teach us.

Ronnie & Debbie

Flora has some enrichment fun with an empty beer keg

Tange

Elephant Update... (cont.)
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The current recommended protocol for treating TB is 
mimicked from treating humans: three anti-TB drugs for two 
months and two drugs for ten more months, for a full year 
of treatment. Similar to humans, not every elephant will 
respond to certain drugs the same way. 

With Liz, she has definitely seen her share of struggles. 
Some drugs blocked others from absorbing when used to-
gether, others caused immediate and severe side effects, and 
still others were not absorbed at all. Recently, we were feel-
ing pretty confident that we finally had three drugs working 
together—one injectable and two others that were admin-
istered rectally. Liz was pretty tolerant and accepting of her 
therapy. She lost a little weight and muscle mass, but she 
continued to eat, socialize and even play. With only three 
weeks left with the “three-drugs for two-months” regimen, 
we had to stop one of them. This drug can cause short-term 
renal difficulties, so we had been monitoring Liz’s blood 
levels closely.  

We first noticed a shift in her demeanor and comfort and her 
blood work showed slightly elevated values. After consul-
tation with our TB advisory group, we felt Lizzie was still 
strong enough to push forward a little longer, hoping to 
make it three more weeks, keeping a close eye on her blood 
levels every 3 to 4 days. Less than a week later, her levels 
climbed higher, forcing us to stop one of the drugs immedi-
ately. Over the next few days, Lizzie’s appetite increased, her 
energy level renewed and her spirits lifted. The good news is 

Liz Update that Lizzie was feeling better 
while still on two drugs, the 
bad news is that we will likely 
have to look for another drug 
to assure that we are effec-
tively killing this incredibly 
evasive and resilient bacteria.  

Throughout this, Lizzie has been strong and remains play-
ful and talkative, constantly interacting with her two best 
friends. 
 
Some have asked why put an elephant through this? The an-
swer is quite simply because of the risk to everyone around 
her.  The longer the disease goes untreated, the greater the 
risk in transmitting the disease to human caregivers and 
other elephants. Even with only partial treatment, this risk 
is elevated further because there is a chance that the dis-
ease can develop a resistance against the drugs being used. 
The reality is that TB is a very complex organism, and with 
elephants, there are very few ways to diagnose, and fewer 
ways to monitor the success of treatment.
 
We will continue to fight through this with Liz, supporting 
her in every way we can—including giving her probiotics, 
homeopathy, special foods when she wants them, and all 
the love and kindness the caregivers and her supporters can 
offer. With Lizzie’s strong spirit, we know she will help push 
us forward to a healthier future for elephants affected by 
this disease.

When we accepted the eight Hawthorn elephants in 2006, 
we did so with the knowledge that they had all been ex-
posed to tuberculosis (TB), a progressive and serious infec-
tion. This past year, our dear Liz was confirmed with active 
TB. Liz is not alone; of the almost 500 captive elephants in 
the United States, some 10% have a latent form of TB infec-
tion. Fortunately, only a small number (so far) are actively 
ill or have died from it. 

Much less is known about the diagnosis and treatment of TB 
in elephants than is known about TB in humans. The Sanc-
tuary is fortunate to have a national consultative committee 
of veterinarians and physicians with special knowledge of TB 
to assist in the management of Liz’s disease. The medicines 
to treat TB in elephants (costing about $50,000 a year) are 
the same as those that have been used so successfully in 
treating human TB. Through frequent conference calls and 
emails, our consultants are helping us to select the appro-
priate medicines as well as to adjust the dosages and the 
methods of administration.

Persuading the patient to accept the treatment is a real 
challenge in elephants. We use positive reinforcement 
therapy to administer the daily medications to Liz and hope 
that the disease was caught soon enough to allow her to 
survive.

The sad truth is that elephant TB is still an infant science 
with only a few careful studies to guide us. Some facilities 
are reluctant to admit that their elephants are TB-positive. 
The Sanctuary would like to become a leader in sharing the 
small amount of information we have, even organizing pro-
fessional conferences to address the illness in the tradition 
of the best veterinary and human medicine.

We hope that by communicating openly with others we will 
stimulate new and better ideas that will prolong the lives—
as well as the quality of life—of our precious elephants.

Please check our weekly Ele-notes and diary entries to fol-
low Liz’s treatment and recovery.

If you have questions about TB in elephants, please send them to the TB Advisory 
Committee at elephant@elephants.com or P. O. Box 393; Hohenwald, TN 38462

Elephants & TB
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That done, the adventure to reach the Q-Barn continued., 
Heading down through the trees where flooded creeks 
turned to rivers on two sides, the two four wheelers and 
four caregivers neared their destination. They discovered 
part of the new fence waist deep in water—but holding 
strong—and another section completely submerged. From 
this perspective, they witnessed another log jam over 60 
feet wide pushing against the corral, with water flowing 
over, through and around it. Again they stopped short of 
their goal. At this point they were only 1200 feet from the 
back of the barn, and decided to push forward through 
water 20 inches deep. Slowly moving onward, getting swept 
only slightly to the side with a little current, they finally 
made it. After 15 years on the property and several “100 
year” floods in these low lying valleys, we have witnessed 
creeks washing out and some water damage before, but 
never anything like this.

We found Minnie and Lottie still happily outside in the 
elements, grazing on a higher section of pasture with plenty 
of green spring grass and certainly no shortage of water to 
drink. Ronnie and Debbie were happily indoors waiting for 
their breakfast.

Barbara and Angela began to tend to their Girls. The barns 
here were still well above any flood level and the main 
caregiver’s house was still on high ground. With Liz, Frieda 
and Billie safely inside Phase I barn still munching hay 
from the previous night’s feeding, our property assessment 
continued: The hay barn was in good shape, an empty 
caregiver security cabin was still there but slightly under 
water, and Sam and Clint were in one of the landscape 
trucks stranded in the middle of high water. WHAT!? 

Apparently in their valiant attempt to get to the Girls 
earlier, living up to the responsibilities of security and 
first line of response in case of emergency, they had 
inadvertently risked their own lives. Half way across the 
creek, they realized the serious danger of the rapid waters 
and managed to find emergency refuge in this big truck. 
Barbara and Angela threw them a line, and they were able 
to safely cross the rest of the swollen creek.

Scott and Kat returned through Africa, and found Flora 
and Tange both enjoying the mud with a new level of 
excitement: two ATVs coming back through their domain!  
Tange began to run as fast as she could, trumpeting with 
excitement back towards the barn, with Flora trying her best 
to keep up. Flora is not quite as sure-footed as her sister 
on slippery ground, and takes really fast but careful baby 
steps. We wish we’d had the video camera right then… she 
was too cute for words, determined not to miss out on the 
excitement!

Arriving back at the Asian 
barn, Sissy, Winkie, Dulary 
and Misty had their Sunday 
morning breakfast in the 
barn, then brunch at 11, 
watching the rain continue 
to fall, all the while from 
the safety and comfort 
of the barn. Kat left to 
look for Shirley and Tarra. 
Shirley was easily found at the entrance of Marcella’s, 
bathing in a puddle of mud, smiling with her youthful spirit 
and relishing in the elements. Tarra had been down at the 
lake the night before and was likely still there, but the 
problem was trying to get to her. After attempting several 
different routes, there in the back corner just grazing by 
the tree line were Tarra and Bella, apparently wondering 
what took us so long to find and feed them.

A little while later a break in the weather suddenly came, 
the rain subsided, skies brightened and Sissy and Winkie 
made a run for it, literally running out of the barn, into the 
rain-soaked mud heaven. Dulary and Misty followed shortly 
after, coating themselves in fresh mud from head to toe. 

During this reprieve, the waters started to recede and Scott 
returned to Q-Barn to start up the tractor and deliver three 
of the parked dung trailers to the caregivers to continue 
their daily chores. The first two were easily moved. When 
Scott returned for the third one, the front right tire of the 
tractor suddenly dropped into an eroded hole. Water began 
to splash up onto the underside of the engine block and 
stalled it. Just as this happened, the rain suddenly began 
to pick up and waters rose again—only a matter of a few 
inches—but with enough force to push it into a swirling 
abyss and deeper into the hole. Scott was able to make 
it out safely before waters began to swallow it up.  (In 
the weeks that followed, we managed to get the tractor 
running again.)

By the end of the day with relieved caregivers and 
happy elephants, we turned on the news to realize the 
catastrophic flood damage throughout our region that was 
beginning to make national news. A record of nearly 16 
inches had fallen in just two days. In Nashville, famous 
landmarks like the Grand Ole Opry were under water. While 
we began to focus our immediate concerns on staff, friends 
and neighbors in Hohenwald, we were surprised to begin 
receiving messages of concern for the elephants, including 
one of the local news channels. Our cell phones were still 
down, but we managed to get an email out to inform them 
we were all okay. It was a day we will likely never forget—
not only for the challenges it presented and lessons learned 
on personal safety, but also in the realization of how 
blessed we are at the Sanctuary in so many ways. 

The May Floods... (cont.)
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The Elephant Sanctuary was quick to embrace new technol-
ogy back in 1999, being one of the first organizations to 
pioneer a live web cam and offering supporters the chance 
to view the elephants in live streaming video from its web-
site. Not surprisingly, it was dubbed our “Elecam.”

With this emerging technology, many people got a chance 
to view natural elephant behavior for the very first time. 
Instead of seeing a listless elephant confined in a zoo 
yard, or a circus elephant performing acrobatic stunts, 
people witnessed the authenticity of Shirley and Jenny’s 
loving interactions, elephants grazing in fields, sleeping 
under shade trees, Sissy and Winkie’s delightful swims in 
the upper pond, and even a little “white speck” on the 

monitor that would scurry 
in the meadows behind 
Tarra, first introducing us to 
a stray dog named Bella.

The Elecam also played a 
big role in being able to 
share the arrivals of new 
elephants. Thousands of 
miles away, residents in 
Vancouver who advocated 
for Tina’s retirement had 
the unique opportunity 
to watch her safely arrive 
at the Sanctuary and take 
her first steps to freedom. 
After outfitting the newly-
built African barn with 
video cameras, supporters 
also watched Tange, Zula 
and Flora begin their new 
lives in Tennessee. Without 
realizing it, the Elecam had 
become a popular “chan-
nel” for lots of supporters, 
where some events are 
often recanted like favorite 

episodes. People recall how they cried when they watched 

History of the Elecam a shockingly emaciated 
Lota step off the transport 
trailer, or the day Lottie 
and Minnie arrived and 
proceeded to exit the barn 
in record time, anxious to 
check out their new habi-
tat and home. Days when 
Delhi and Scott played 
“soccer” in the Quarantine 
yard—The Elecam offered us 
the unique opportunity to 
witness these live memories 
unfold together, from com-
puters around the world.

But over the years our Ele-
cam equipment has begun to 
deteriorate. Flora managed 
to locate and dig up the 
video cables in Africa and that was the end of “Afri-cam.” 
With the expansion into new Asia with thousands more 
acres, it just wasn’t feasible to try to lay new cables over 
such a vast habitat. Without available Elecams, some be-
gan to feel as if they were missing out on the new adven-
tures of the Founding Herd they had watched almost daily 
over the years. It seemed we had reached a dead end.

Enter the latest in wireless data technology—the ideal 
solution to reconnect all four corners of the habitat. With 
the completion of this new communications infrastructure, 
utilizing a network of digital towers, 2010 will mark a 
brand new phase in our Elecam technology!

Beginning this fall, the Sanctuary will at last be able to 
bring you ALL the Girls again from all three habitats, 
utilizing more than a dozen new video cameras in locations 
that up until now were just story references on the web-
site, like the “Blackberry Gauntlet” or “Dr. Scott’s Pond.” 
We are incredibly excited to be able to take our Elecam to 
the next level, making it possible to usher in a whole new 
era of wonderful elephant memories we can all watch and 
share together. 

The Founding Herd at dusk

Shirley watching over Jenny while 
she naps

Tarra and Bella

Tina’s memorial service was a live 
Ele-cam event

When Sissy laid her tire on Tina’s 
grave

Tange and Flora rearranging their 
habitat

Without realizing it, the Elecam had 
become a popular “channel” for lots 
of supporters, where some events are 
often recanted like favorite episodes. 

Lota’s arrival
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In early May, Administrative Staff and Internet Sales Staff 
packed their files and Sanctuary catalog merchandise and 
moved everything into their new offices and work spaces on 
Main Street in Hohenwald. Staff members, who had previ-
ously shared a crowded room at the offices on Darbytown 
Road, have relocated downtown and now have their own 
personal workspace, file storage, and updated computers.  
There is also a designated area for organizing merchandise 
and for packing, shipping and receiving incoming and out-
going packages.

Many supporters helped make this move possible. Office 
furniture was donated by a generous supporter from Nash-
ville, including a rolling ladder for reaching stored merchan-
dise and a multi-use work table for sorting mail, folding t-
shirts, and staff meetings. As part of our sustainable design 
commitment, a new energy star refrigerator was donated by 
supporters for the staff’s new kitchen and breakroom area, 
along with a new microwave oven and coffee maker.

In early June, Susan Whitaker, Commissioner of Tourism 
for Tennessee, became the first official visitor to our new 
offices when the Sanctuary participated in a collaborative 

launch of tourist sites bor-
dering the historic 102-mile 
Natchez Trace Parkway. While 
the Sanctuary grounds will, 
of course, remain closed to 
the public, the new Educa-
tion Gallery & Welcome Cen-
ter downtown will eventually 
be a destination included 
as a recommended stop for 
tourists following this trail 
through Tennessee.

The Welcome Center opens in August by appointment for 
groups and supporters visiting the area. Visitors are invited 
to watch video presentations about the Sanctuary and its 
very special residents, talk to staff and/or volunteers about 
elephants, and pick up printed information about the 
Sanctuary and the local area.

The Education Gallery space remains in “white box” stage as 
we continue to seek grants and other fundraising opportu-
nities for the underwriting of the exhibits and the growing 
educational programming supported through the implemen-
tation of the expanded Distance Learning Program.

Beginning in October, 2010, the downtown doors will open 
to the public for special monthly programs featuring our 
elephant caregivers. “Meet our Caregivers” programs are 
being planned by Sanctuary Community Outreach staff and 
will be hosted by volunteers from the Friends’ Council. 
Please call or visit the website for date, time and program 
information.

The Elephant Sanctuary logo sign has gone up on the 
downtown buildings and the awnings have been installed, 
changing the face of the downtown area.

The Elephant Sanctuary’s  
Elephant Acceptance Policy

The Elephant Sanctuary of Tennessee, located in 
Hohenwald, TN, has available space and is willing and 
open to providing sanctuary for any female elephant. 

With 2700 acres of natural habitat and presently enough 
barn space to provide housing for at least twenty-five 
elephants, we provide a healthy, safe environment that 
includes free-choice to a natural habitat.

Although financial support is always appreciated, The 
Elephant Sanctuary will underwrite the expenses of 
moving elephants to Tennessee, in addition to providing 
for their ongoing care. 

The Elephant Sanctuary typically does not house male 
elephants; however, we are here to help all elephants in 
need. Please contact us anytime.

Susan Whitaker, 
Commissioner of Tourism for 
Tennessee, stands in front of 
a cardboard cutout of Tarra.

Dulary & Misty

News from Main Street in Hohenwald 
Education Gallery and Welcome Center

10
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Membership
Choose your level and become part of the nation’s largest natural-habitat sanctuary for old, sick, and needy elephants retired 
from circuses and zoos. Members receive a certificate and subscription to Trunklines for a year. Give a membership as a gift 
and you also get an elephants.com sticker for your window.

Donor Society Friends
_______ $10,000+ Founder
_______ $5,000–$9,999 Benefactor
_______ $1,000–$4,999 Patron
_______ $500–$999 Sustainer
_______ $100–$499 Supporter

_______ $75  Associate
_______ $50  Family
_______ $30  Individual
_______ $10  Elder/Student

Tarra, Shirley, Sissy, Winkie, Tange, 
Flora, Misty, Billie, Debbie, Frieda,  
Liz, Lottie, Minnie, Ronnie and Dulary 
eat a lot of food! You can help by 
feeding any or all of them for a day, a 
week, or...$30 feeds one elephant for 
one day. 

Just tell us which elephant you’d like 
to feed and how often. Every “Feed for a Day” donor receives 
a certificate and a bio with a picture of the elephant(s)  
you fed.

You can contribute in as many ways as you’d like, in your 
own name or in honor of a friend or family member. Contri-
butions can be all at once or once a month for as long as 
you specify.

Feed for a Day

$30 x ______(# of days) x ______ (# of elephants) = $_____
$15 T-shirt ~ (includes shipping/handling) & b/w photo of 
your favorite elephant   _____________  : $_____________

Name of Elephant

                  *Note: Divas’ t-shirt is the Caravan to Freedom design.

Acres for Elephants
Be the first in your group, neighborhood, classroom, or 
office to buy real estate for elephants. Help the  
Sanctuary’s expansion by giving elephants the room they 
need to roam. All Acres for Elephants donors receive a 
subscription to Trunklines. 

Senior/Student/Group/Club $25 x _______ = $_______
  -SSqE/Square Elephant: space for 8 elephants to  
   stand in a tight group, or
  -SSqE/Sleepy Square: space for 5 sister elephants  
   to nap side by side

Dumbo $55 x _______ = $_______
Space for a small herd of elephants to stand ~ 1,440 sq. ft
This donation generates a certificate to the recipient

Jumbo $350 x _______ = $_______
Space for a big herd of elephants to stand ~ 1/4 acre
This donation generates a certificate to the recipient

Mammoth $1,400 x _______ = $_______
Space for a herd of elephants to spread out ~ 1 acre
This donation generates a certificate and a free Sanctuary logo t-shirt.
Please specify size: q (M)  q (L)  q (XL) 

Ways You Can Help the Sanctuary
You can contribute in as many ways as you’d like, in your own 
name or in honor or memory of a friend or family member. 
Contributions can be on a one-time basis or once a month for 
as long as you specify.

The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
corporation. Your donations to any of the programs below are 
tax deductible.

Use the form on the enclosed envelope to provide information 
and indicate which giving program you have chosen. Be sure 
to include the name and address for any “In Honor” gifts so 
we can send the honoree(s) a certificate and Trunklines.

11
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Sanctuary Clothing
Tan T-Shirt with Green Logo - $15.00

Adult q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  Youth q (L)
            q (XXL) $17 q (XXXL) $17

Blue T-Shirt with White 
Logo on Chest - $15.00
     Adult q (S)  q (M) q (L) q (XL) 
  q (XXL) $17 

Barbara...	 Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)   Youth  q (L)
Jenny.....	 Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $9 Youth  q (L)
Shirley...	 Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $9 Youth  q (L)
Bunny....	 Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $9 Youth  q (L)
Sissy.......	 Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $9 Youth  q (L)
Winkie...	 Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $9 Youth  q (L)
Delhi......	 Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $9 Youth  q (L)
Tange....		 Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $9 Youth  q (L)
Zula.......		 Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $9 Youth  q (L)
Flora......	 Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $9 Youth  q (L)
Misty.....		 Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $9 Youth  q (L)
Lota.......	 Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $9 Youth  q (L)
Ron	&	Deb...	 Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $9 Youth  q (L)
Dulary...		 Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL) $9 Youth  q (L)

Tarra & Bella T-Shirt 
(4-color)  $19.00
Women’s adult & youth sizes in green, 
toddler sizes and XXXL in royal blue

Adult q (S)  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL) q (XXL)  
            q (XXXL-Royal Blue)
Youth q (YXS) q (YS)  q (YM) q (YL)
Toddler  q (2T)  q (3T)  q (4T)

Ronnie	&	Debbie

Flora T-Shirt (4-color)  $19.00
Womens adult sizes in green, youth & toddler sizes in blue

Adult q (S)  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL   q (XXL)  
Youth q (YXS) q (YS)  q (YM) q (YL)
Toddler  q (2T)  q (3T)  q (4T)

Use the order form envelope inside this newsletter or 
shop online at: www.elephants.com/estoreElephant Sanctuary Merchandise

More!

Follow the links on our 
website to order Elephant 
Sanctuary US Postage Stamps 
and “Ele-Checks.” A portion 
of proceeds benefits the 
Sanctuary!

Lots	of	other	merchandise	available.	Please	visit	our	Gift	Shop	online	at
www.elephants.com/estore

Tote Bags Sanctuary Logo Tote Bags - $10.00
Beige with blue lettering or beige with green lettering.
Tarra & Bella Tote Bag - $15.00
Beige with 4-color imprint (not pictured)
Commemorative “Jenny”  Tote Bag - $24.00 
Beige with 4-color imprint

Baseball Cap  $15.00
Comfortable,	casual	and	
adjustible	50/50	cotton/poly	
blend	with	Sanctuary	logo	
embroidered	on	the	front	and	
website	on	the	back.	Two		colors	
to	choose	from.

  q Green Billq Denim Bill

Logo Sweatshirts - $20.00

Green w/White Logo    
     Adult q (S)  q (M) q (L) q (XL) 
  q (XXL) $22 q (XXXL) $22
Grey w/Blue Logo    
     Adult q (S)  q (M) q (L) q (XL) 
  q (XXL) $22 q (XXXL) $22
     Youth q (S)  q (M)

(Larger	sizes	$22	where	noted)	Super-comfort-
able	Sanctuary	sweatshirts	from	Gildan	Active-
wear	in	Heavy	Weight	Blend	50/50.

Zippered Hoodie Sweatshirts - $40.00

Gray w/Color Logo    
     Adult q (S)  q (M) q (L) q (XL) 
  q (XXL) $42 q (XXXL) $42
Royal Blue w/Color Logo    
     Adult q (S)  q (M) q (L) q (XL) 
  q (XXL) $42 q (XXXL) $42

(Larger	sizes	$42	where	noted)	Stay	warm	in	
these	new	hoodies	by	Port	&	Company	with	a	
multi-colored	Sanctuary	logo	embroidered	on	
the	chest.	Two-ply	hood.	Set-in	sleeve.	9	oz.	50/50	
preshrunk	cotton/poly	fleece.

Long Sleeve Organic 
Brown T-Shirt $20.00
This	long	sleeve	tee	is	100%	certified	organic	
preshrunk	cotton.	Logo	is	imprinted	on	the	chest	in	
gold.	Made	by	Anvil	Organic.	Unisex	sizes.(XXL	$20)

Adult  q (S)  q (M) q (L) q (XL)

                  q Adult (XXL) $22 NEW! 

All 
proceeds 
benefit 

The Girls! 

All Commemorative 
T-Shirts $10.00  $7.50
			Logo,	website	address,	elephant’s	name	and	

the	date	she	came	to	The	Elephant	Sanctuary	
printed	in	green.	XXL	sizes	are	$12.00		$9.00.

CLEARANCE SALE: 
While supplies last!
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“All of Our Girls...So Far” $30.00  q (DVD) 

“Tarra & Bella - The Video” $15.00  q (DVD) 

“Flora” $15.00  q (DVD)

“Dulary’s Homecoming” $15.00  q (DVD)

“Our Girls: The Early Years” $15.00  q (DVD)

“Tina’s Memorial Video” $15.00  q (DVD)

“The Urban Elephant” $30.00  q (DVD)

DVD Videos

Elephant Note Cards - $10.00
Blank	inside;	ideal	for	any	occasion!	Featuring	
Illustrations	of	Queenie,	Tarra	&	Dulary,	Debbie	
and	Frieda;	Mixed	pack	of	12	w/envelopes.

Greeting Cards

         Childrens’ Elephant Art Cards
I																Illustrations	by	Lewis	County	grade	school	students

                    q Mixed pack of 12 w/envelopes; 
                            Blank	inside		$12.00

Vehicle License Plate   
q  $20.00

Color Mugs  $15.00
 q Ned    q  Dulary    q  Tarra & Bella

Elephant Sanctuary 
Mouse Pads  $10.00
       q Tarra & Bella
       q  Founding Herd
       q  Billie-Sue, Frieda & Liz

Use the order form envelope inside this newsletter or 
shop online at: www.elephants.com/estoreElephant Sanctuary Merchandise

Elephant Photo Holiday Cards
  Pack of 12 w/envelopes 

			Inside	message	“Peace	on	Earth,	Sanctuary	To	All”

Version	4		$15.00
The	Divas

Version	5
Tarra	&	Bella

$20.00
Inside	message	:	“Peace	to	All	
Creatures		Great	and	Small”

Limited Edition 
15th Anniversary

Aladdin Eco-Friendly Travel 
Mug $20.00
Support the environment & help us 
celebrate the Sanctuary’s 15th Anniversary 
while using this new travel mug with The 
Elephant Sanctuary 15th Anniversary logo 
imprinted on the side in black. Limited 
quantities. 

Elephant Sanctuary Eco-Friendly 
Turbine Key-Ring Light - $8.00
Ultra-bright,	two	LED	keychain	fits	in	the	palm		
of	your	hand.	Batteries	never	need	replacing.		
A	convenient	crank	makes	for	safety-conscious		
and	eco-friendly	use!	

Flora Bumper Sticker $3.00
q  Measures 4” x 4”--here’s your chance to take 

Flora with you everywhere you go!

Miscellaneous

15th Anniversary T-Shirts - $20.00
Adult  q (S)  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL)  q (XXXL—Available in gray only)

The Elephant Sanctuary’s 
special 15th Anniversary 
T-shirt features a collage 
of photos that include all 
the Girls & Ned in a fitting 
tribute to their beauty 
& inspiration. Made of 
100% cotton preshrunk. 
Choose from green or 
gray. Unisex sizes. Limited 
quantities. 

NEW! 

Version	6				$20.00
Box	includes	4	different	scenic	cards;	Shirley	&	Bunny,		
Tarra	and	Sissy	with	Bella,	Minnie	and	Lottie.

NEW! 

Elephant Sanctuary 
Bookmarks - $10.00
These	whimsical	bookmarks	were	created	by	2nd	
grade	students	at	Lewis	County	Elementary	School.
4	different	designs,	one	of	each	in	a	pack.	10%	of	
the	proceeds	from	the	sale	of	these	bookmarks	will	
be	donated	to	Lewis	County	Schools.	Also	available	
individually.	Please	call	or	email	for	details.
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MAJOR DOnORS
Boker Investment Management, Inc.
Kix & Barbara Brooks
Leslie Christodoulopoulos
Estate of Ingeburg G. Wietz
Gary Fink
Katharyn Alvord Gerlich
Hartland Foundation, Inc.
Jan Hayden Estate
Patti Imhof
I.N. & Susanna H. Van Nuys Foundation
JDD Holdings, LLC
Dr. William Schaffner & Lois Knight
Landis B. Gullett Charitiable Trust
Carl Leathers Estate
Vincent & Linda McMahon
Roger & Ann McNamee
Mitchell Living Trust
Celine Myers, The Ark Watch Foundation
Norma Haughton Rev. Living Trust
Margaret E. Otto
Anne L. Pattee
Roberts Foundation
Rosemarie K. Campbell Trust
Anne L. Schepler
Carole Strauss
T & T Family Foundation

BEnEFACTORS 
($5,000 – 9,999)

Aronson Family Foundation 
Joanna Bardet,  Bardet Family Trust 
Cinderella Bermudez 
Jeremy Smith, Bridgestone Americas, Inc. 
Lewis D. Brounell Charitable Trust 
Jim & Jill Carlberg 
Dr. Charles F. Colao 
Joyce Dennehy, Joyce Hewes Dennehy 

Charitable Fund
Linda Dineen, Amity Dineen-Bryson
Amity Dineen-Bryson 
Edward Gorey Charitable Trust 
Judith Ehrman 
Estate of Aline Ferland 
Estate of Hoyt M. Long 
Sara Finely 
Mary Fleming 
Joe & Phran Galante 
Scott Hartzell, The Eye Center
Barbara Bayley & Rich Hendele 
Mary Hibbs 
Katz Family Trust 
Neil & Louise Kohler 
Paul & Lisa Koontz 
Tom Kubit 
John T. Lupton, 
The Lupton Company, LLC
Subhasis Mandal 
Microsoft Giving Campaign
Mary Jean Morris 

Nancy Forsyth Noblin Found., Inc.
Judith Ehrman 
Marta Jan, Rottman Trust 
John & Carol Russell 
Sarah Spencer Foundation 
Luke & Kim Seabrook 
The Selma Oritt Foundation, Inc.
Katherine J. Shelton 
Bill & Stephanie Spaulding 
Joan Spievak 
The Edith & Herbert Lehman 
 Foundation
The Gale Henning Trust 
Marvel Thiel 
Bert & Christi Von Roemer, 
The Serengeti Trading Company, LLC
Co|lin & Firth Waldon, 
Leatherwood Foundation 
Estate of Susan McConnell West

PATROnS 
($1,000 – 4,999)

Richard G. Abbott
Nancy Adkison 
Karen & Leslie Allen
Nick Dryden & Caroline Allison
Albert & Frannie Ambrose 
American Express Foundation
Kay Hartgrove American Heart Savers
Margaret Ames
Nykole Anderson 
Andrew Sabin Family Foundation 
Andrews Family Foundation
Arthur Ashley Williams Foundation
Shirley J. Ashley 
Ann August 
Mary E. Baker 
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Edward Banks  
Phyllis Louise Barlow
Shirley B. Barnes  
Valerie & John Barry  
Gale & Gordon Bartle  
Lydia Morales & Carol Bartunek
Brenda Bass  
Carol C. Bauer  
Michael & Tanya Bauer
Michele Becker  
Robert E. Beers  
Cathy Bellehumeur  
Dean Belvis  
Susan Bender  
Benjamin J. Rosenthal Foundation
Harold & Paula Bennett
Jacqueline Bennett
Jordan & Sarah Berlin
Debbie & Nick Berman
Edgar & Kathryn Beyn
Karen Biggs
Nora J. Birt
Julia C. & Budd Harris Bishop
Claire & Norm Blais
Hope Bock

Kim Boehm
Maureen & Dennis Bogart
Howard Boorman Estate
Marcy Bordeaux
Joan and John Borders
Kathi Jane Bowen
Margot & Brice Bowen
Edna Bowman
Robert Tannert Jr. & Kay Bradley
William & Jung Brady
Warren W. & Esther C. Brandt
Rena G Bransten
Judith Bratt
Margaret Taylor Brenneman
Bridgestone Americas Tire Op., LLC
Barbara Ann Brienza
John Broderick
Diana Brookes
Albert Brown
David M. Brown
Kelly Browne
Lauranne Buchanan
Jeffrey & Michael Buckley
Penny McIntyre Burgess
Kevin Reilly & Sheila Burns
Doris Cain
Janice Calkin
Gloria Carr
Susan Carrick
Richard Carroll
Loretta H. Casey
Laura Cashore
Dr. & Mrs. Patrick Cassady
Tamarah Ortiz Castaneda
Jennifer W. Chandler
Frank Hu & Susie Chang
Jim & Marjorie Childers
Christ Church Cathedral
Gary & Maureen Christian
Mary & Ted Moore, Chrysalis Foundation
Katy & Rick Chudacoff
Roy Neel & Jenny Clad
Stephanie J. Clark
Barbara Clarke
CNA Foundation
Nancy Cohen
Gail & Richard Conklin
George Conklin
Don & Charmaine Cook
Cooper Family Foundation, Inc.
Dr. Mary Copelin
William R. Cowan
Frank Crockett
Sherry & Stanle Crowder
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel M. Currin
Cindy Custard
Custom Direct, LLC
Christine Daly
Dancing Tides Foundation
Joan M. Davenport
Rody & Clara Davenport
Ann L. Davidson
Janet L. Davis & Joan M. Davis
Karl Dean & Anne Davis
Jay & Allison De Marcus
Lisa DeCesare
Stacie & John DeMent
Bob & Leslie Dipiero
Betsy Dodd
Madeline & Charles Dodd
Jo Doering, Doering Studio, Inc.
Stanley & Diane Dohm
Doran Family Foundation
Rosalind Douglas Trust
Paul & Mary Jo Drueke
Thomas D. & Renee B. Duane
George B. Duke  
Hugh Renwick Dunlap
Nancy Ebanks  
Edelson Foundation, Inc. 
Barbara Edis  
The Sandra Atlas Bass & Edythe & 
 Sol G. Atlas Fund, Inc.
Nancy Eichert  
Jim, Jorgine & Ben Ellerbrock

2009 Donors
A Special Thank You to All Sanctuary Supporters! 

Expenses ~ based on 2008 audited financial records

Program Services 
Operation 
& Education 
~ 89%

Management & General ~ 7%
Fundraising ~ 4%

Donald L. Ellis  
Paul & Patricia Ellsworth
Tim Utzig & Debbie Emory-Utzig
Lawrence A. Emrich
EnCana Cares (USA) Foundation
Laurie & Steven Eskind
Estate of Jane G. Goldston
Faassen-Cho Family Fund
Nancy C. Farnam
Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Fay
Lanelle Fechner
Dallas Boggs & Sue Fellows
Linda G. Ferszt
The Fitzhenry Foundation
Malcolm Steve Forbes 
Mary Ford
Kathleen Forker
Maria & Tom Fouce
Chip & Annette Fox
Framarb Foundation
Mary Price Franco
Julie Franklin
Marie Fraser
Lawrence Frateschi
Michael & Isabella Friar
William & Jennifer Frist
Wayne & Deanna Fuqua
Luis E. Garcia
Kenneth E. Garrison
Joanne G. Gauzens
Roy & Darlene Geigel Charitable Trust 

Foundation
J.C. & S. Gilchrist
Jane Gilman
Give With Liberty
Valerie M. Goff
Bradley L. Goldberg Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Goldby
Dr. & Mrs. Morton Goldfarb
Suzanne V. Golt
Betty Jane Goodhart
Rod Goodwin
Google Matching Gifts Program
The Barbara & Harold Gottesman Family 

Foundation
Greg & Sherri Gough
Andrea Grainger
Pamela Grant
Gloria Gray
Marjorie Neale Griffith
Guilford Publications Inc.
Linda Guinn
Mallory Marshall & R. F. Haffenreffer, IV
Mark Phillips & Tara Hahn
Dr. Thomas Hanes  
Mikkel Hansen 
William J. & Patricia Hayes
Valerie Hughes & Stephen Hays
Kathryn S. Head  
Pat Cody & Wendy Heath
Ashley & Douglas Henry
Mark Hensley  
Selena & C. Scott Hiett
Helen Quinn Higgins  
Judy Hnilo  
Timothy Hogg  
Lisa Hoivik  
Eric Holby  
Elizabeth W. Holden  
Lela M. Hollabaugh
Chris Holmes
Audrine Honey
Dawn D. Hoover
Michael & Leigh Houghton
Pamela J. Hudson
Susannah Hughes
Hunt Family Foundation
Charlene & Les Inglis
Culp Elliott & Carpenter Iolta
Josephine Isenberg
Elizabeth Jackson
Steven N. Jacobson
Mary Lynn Jamison
Jane Decker Asmis Trust
Linda Jasper
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Patrons (continued)
Michael Packer & Cynthia Jensen
Helen Joffrion
Bryan Jue
Katy Jue
Lillian Kase
Allison Kelly
Robert C. Kelly
Joylen Kent
Stuart Kent
Jim & Erica Kever
Virginia Kilmer
King Animal Clinic
Roxanna Klimovich
Neil & Louise Kohler
Charlotte Kohler
Cecilia Kolb
Ravi Kolluri
Kirsten Kos
Michael & Pamela Koziel
Cheryl Kramer
Beth Kubly
Rose M. Kuhn
Shannon S. Lamb, M.D.
James & Catherine Lancaster
Cindy Landon
Frank & Agnes Elisabet Landrey
Lauren A. Horwitz
Sarah Laurenson
Monica Lawfield
Bettie B. Lee
Thomas & Sherry Lehman
Leslie Lemke
Sandy Lerner
Curtis & Nancy Linder
Dr. Lynn Lofthouse & Grandchildren
Lynn Lovett
Leslie W. Lowry
Amal Maalouf
Constance MacDougall
Emily Magid
Barbara Magin
Lisa Magliano
Drs. Paula & Walt Mahoney
Lucia Manetta
Robert Marakovits
Margaret Calkins Charitable Found.
Marian Foundation
Valerie Marini
Victoria Marone
Alan Dorsey & Leslie Maslow
Ann S. & John C. Mathews
Bonna Mathews
Joan S. Mathews
Stephen & Susan Mathews
Sascha & Stacie Matschinsky
Peggy McCay
Donna M. McCormack
Joan A. McCormack Living Trust
Mark D. McCormick
Julia J. McCown
Tim & Kate McCullough
J.E. McElroy
Nancy McGlothlin
Kathryn McGlynn
Gail McGrew
Steve & Sally McVeigh
Lisa Medero
Mary D. Medina
Linda E. Metzger
Pamela Meyer
Meyer, Glitzenstein, & Crystal
Daniel & Sandra Mickelson
Mills Family Foundation

Susan Mondabaugh
Nikolaos Monoyios & Valerie Brackett
Dennis & Sharon Monroe
Margaret A. Montana, M.D
Susan & Robert Montler
Stephen and Charmione Moore
Cora Moore
Susan MacDonald & Diane Morris
Morris Family Foundation
Hans & Marcia J. Mosimann
Anne M. Mowatt
Margaret J. Mueller
Jean F. Murphy
Michael Murphy
Jack & MaeJane Murray
Purna Chandra Murthy
Stephanie & Mohan Nair
Anne Nelson
Judith and Tom Newby
Terry Newell
Sonia Florian NIB Foundation
Norfolk County Agricultural High School
Lisa Northrup
Mary Anne & Steven Nyquist
Deborah & Charles Ocheret
Lane E. Olson
Janet Osborne
Elizabeth A. Osborne
Tara J. O’Toole, M.D.
Jami Sieber, Out Front Music
Pam Lewis Foundation
Robert G. & Adele A. Parks
Marilyn Parrish
Lori Paserchia
Richard & Crystal Patmore
Paulson Charitable Foundation Inc.
Barbara S. Peters
Faye Phillips
Ron & Linda Pickard
Bill and Sharon Piper
Carolyn Pollock
Elizabeth S. Pool
Elizabeth W. Pratt
Marshall Priest
Prince Charitable Trusts
Pamela Brodie Quistgaard
Lacy Rasberry
Jane Ratchford
Jonathan & Meg Ratner
Colin & Brenda Reed
Rebecca & John Reed
Christine Rehnke
Replogle Enterprises
William G. Reynolds, Jr. Charitable 

Foundation
Christopher & Vicki Ray Richard
Barbara Tomkins Ridgely
Mrs. Rochelle M. Riebau 
Karen Ringsred 
Karen Roberts 
Wendy Roberts 
Mildred Robinson 
Kerry & Kaye Robinson 
May A. Robinson 
Heber & Fran Rogers 
Elizabeth Roman 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Don Rooney 
Linda Royle-Weest 
Doreen Rudnick 
Todd Ruppenthal 
William & Vera Rusak 
John & Carol Russell 
Ruth Covo Family Foundation
Marilie Sage
Charles W. & Lela H. Sayward
Lois Knight & Dr. William Schaffner
Schechter Foundation
Marjorie Schott
Marilyn Schroeder
Tom, Miriam, Max & Peter Schulman
Ed Schwetke Revocable Living Trust
Ruth & Carroll Scroggin
Edith Seaman
Mary Jane & Frank J. Semcer
Karin Seyer

Dorothy Shaw
Hank & Weezie Sherwood
Rick and Mary Ann Shipp
Charles & Nancy Shuman
Jami Sieber
David & Rosemarie Siegel Fund
Crea Sielbeck
Rosanne L. Sietins
Gary & Judy Smith
Jonathan and Mary Ann Smith
Lane Smith
Marcella Smith
Janis Ian & Pat Snyder
Ruth Karl Snyder
Leah & Jim Sohr
David Spagat
Norman Spieler
Virginia Beetham & Dennis Stepanovich
Diane Sterling
Frances Stevenson  
Colin and Grace Stewart
Jody Stickney  
Alissa Stolz  
Sylvia Strike  
Gary Stringer  
Victoria Strong, 
Strong Body Care Products, Inc.
Laura & James Stroud
Caye & Richard Sturtridge
Leigh Sullivan  
Janice C. Swiatek  
James Takaesu  
Barbara Taller  
Ann Taupmann  
Kathryn & Robert Taylor
Kalyani Thangaraj  
Nancy Thatcher 
The African Wild Dog Project 
The Alexander Abraham Foundation
The Baobab Fund 
The Capital Group Companies 
The Community Found. of Mid. TN
The Dardin Fund, Inc. 
The Gaea Foundation 
Victoria Shestack Aronoff, 
The Gifford Foundation 
The Gumbo Foundation 
The Haffenreffer Family Fund 
The Higashi Family Foundation 
The Howard & Ursula Dubin Found.
John Kay & Jutta Maue-Kay, The Maue Kay 

Foundation 
The Prudential Foundation 
Susan Freeman McGee, The Sulica Fun
Erica Van Brimer Goldfarb, 
The Van Brimer Family Foundation
The Wilson Family Foundation
The Wysocki Family
Jane Thessin
Leslie Thomas
Mello & Mark  Thompson
Tom Bender & Alana Thorpe-Bender
Tides Foundation
Martha L. Till
Nancy Tocci
Wanda Tomaski
Curtis Tomlin
Ben Collins & Scott Touchstone
Darrell & Debbie Townsend
Tim Mather & David Trautvetter
Vicki Trent
Trico Family Foundation
Charlie & Annie Trost
Nancy Trowbridge
UBS Financial Services Inc.
Deborah Urquhart
V & W Ready Mix
Jean & Rich Van Camp
Carolyn H. VanDermark
Esther & Christine Vogelei
Moni Vojcek
Linda Voss
Wachovia Found. Matching Gifts Program
Linda A. Wagner
Diane Wald

Donna J. Walker
Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis
Rosemary Walters  
Marcia Ware  
Jennifer Warren  
June Warren  
Catherine Waters, Only One Remote, Inc.
Robert & Diane Weeks
Pamela Weinzapfel Charitable Fund
Lisette C. Weishaupt  
Joan Werner  
Mr. & Mrs. G. Westerfield
Vera & Ross Whistler  
Dixie Whitaker  
Larry Whitlow  
Whole Foods Market  
Scott & Sandra Wigton
Barbara & Allen Wilcox Jr. Foundation
Mitchell Gold & Bob Williams
Jeff & Kristy Williams
Janine Wilson
Judy and Dave Winters
Dennis Wise
Craig & Karyann Wiseman
Woodruff Family Foundation
Eleanora M. Worth
Manuel & Janice Zeitlin
Sabine & Nicholas Zell
Elinor Zetina
Robert Kennedy, ZIRH International
Adam & Jennifer Zuffinetti

 
VIP PATROnS
Debbie & Nick Berman
Doris Cain
Tamarah Ortiz Castaneda
Thomas & Renee Duane
Anne Dubin
Katharyn Alvord Gerlich
Thomas Hanes
Linda Jasper
Neil & Louise Kohler
Emily Magid
Victoria Marone
Doris Nakamura & Stanley Masumoto
The Maue Kay Foundation 
Daniel & Sandra Mickelson
Margaret A. Montana, M.D.
Paige Rense Noland
Margaret E. Otto
Rochelle Riebau
Roberts Foundation 
John & Carol Russell
Anne L. Schepler
Luke & Kim Seabrook
Cynthia J. Shryock
Judy Smith
Jenna & Michael Stewart
Kathryn & Robert Taylor
Jean & Rich Van Camp

 
CORPORATE SPOnSORS
B & G Foods
Emma E-mail Marketing
Manuel Zeitlin Architects

CORPORATE SUPPORTERS
The Cloth Bag Company
HAVE, Inc.For the fifth consecutive year,The 

Elephant Sanctuary has received a 
4-star rating from Charity Navigator.

The Elephant 
Sanctuary meets all  
twenty BBB Charity 
Standards.
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To improve the lives of captive elephants, 
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In late 2009, the 
Sanctuary formally 
announced it would 
soon be welcoming the 
African elephant named 
“Babe” from Black Beauty 
Ranch in Texas, owned 
by The Humane Society 
of the United States. 
However, a routine health 
exam brought up a few 
concerns, so the move 

was postponed to give her vet team and keepers more time 
to accurately assess her health and ability to successfully 
make the move. In the end, unfortunately, Babe’s destiny 
did not include a move to Tennessee. On June 14, she 
passed away in the company of her Black Beauty Ranch 
family.

Our hearts and sympathies go out to Babe’s caregivers, 
veterinarians and all of the HSUS staff as they mourn 
the loss of their beloved friend. HSUS and The Elephant 
Sanctuary had been in frequent communications during 
the months, weeks and even days prior, and we all hoped 
she would make a recovery that would allow her to enjoy 
sanctuary here and form new friendships with Flora and 
Tange. Regrettably, Babe’s condition took a turn for the 
worse and she died of heart failure. 

We know that Babe’s dedicated team did all they could 
in her final days, keeping her comfortable, nourished and 
most importantly letting her know that she was loved. 
We will all mourn Babe’s loss and search for peace in our 
hearts, knowing that Babe is once again free from the 
confines of captivity. As her tribute on the Black Beauty 
Ranch website so beautifully expressed it, “Babe, we 
love you and will miss you greatly. May your heaven be 
beautiful, wide open lands where you live wild and free and 
in the company of your own magnificent kind.”

Babe

Babe at Black Beauty Ranch


