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If you could have dinner, with anyone dead or alive, who would it be, and
why?

My grandfather on my mother’s side. He was a remarkable man, who worked for
one company (department store) his entire career. While only having a high school
education (common in those times), he self-educated and eventually was made
President and Chairman of the Board of his firm. The parent company wanted him
to move from Toledo Ohio to NYC. They showed him his office with his name
already on the door. He declined and stayed in Toledo, humble with his
achievements and chose to live in proximity to his family. He died when | was ten,
and I'm sure there is so much | could have learned from him — if I'd only had more
time with him.

If you could witness any event past, present or future, what would it be?
The surrender of the British at Yorktown that ended the Revolutionary War and gave practical birth to our country.

Whom do you most admire and why?
George Washington. He could have been named king, but his modesty inspired him to return home after serving

his presidency for two terms.
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What is your hometown?

| was born into a family of retailers. Therefore there was a lot of
moving (my dad was with Wards and Penny’s). | remember
fondly both Fort Wayne, Indiana and Toledo, Ohio.

Where do you currently reside?
Olathe.





image2.png
What is your education? Do you have job-specific
training?

While | do have college at the University of Toledo, the most
eminent experiences came from my time spent as a co-worker
and apprentice to some of the founders of the data-driven
marketing industry. These were industry thought leaders,
teachers and practioners. | personally knew Lester Wunderman
founder of the agency that bore his name (formerly Ford’s
worldwide agency); Ed Nash (BBD&O); | was a co-keynote
speaker with and protégé of Stan Rapp (of Rapp Collins
agency) and my mentor, Richard Shaver educator and author
of the marketing book "Next Step in Database Marketing, Consumer Guided Marketing” which features a case
study that | contributed on a program | created.

These experiences translated into my marketing performance, which in turn have allowed me to educate
marketers around the world. My experience with the Auto OEM’s over my career, through tiers one, two and
three—selling and servicing them have given me seasoned experience in how those automakers think, act and
knowledge of the things they value—and expect from those doing business with them.
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Married / Children?
To Libby Bissell (aka ‘Cookie Queen’ of the 8t floor, and my ‘Chili Cook-off joint chef. Four decades and four
children later from oldest to youngest: John, Sarah, Elizabeth and Daniel, and now five wonderful grandchildren.

What is your title at Vin and what do you do? Your favorite
thing about Vin?

| joined Vin as a Compliance Manager in March 2011. | have
established relationships with the marketing, compliance and
agency partners of 99% of the OEM'’s that we do business with. The
purpose of these relationships is to gain access to planned and
current assets and marketing/brand standards of the OEMs. My
favorite thing about Vin is the team spirit and co-contributors.

What is the best part of your job?
Constant change, and the ability to help people and (hopefully)
prevent damage to dealership reputations and contribute to preserving dealer access to co-op funds and

recognition programs through having a clean compliance record with the OEM they represent.

Over the course of my ad agency business—I've grown a powerful knowledge of what it takes build, enhance
and preserve brands. In Compliance we are the guardians of the OEM'’s brand investments and help defend
them to the dealership level—that's important!
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I'm really looking forward to becoming part of the Dealer.com compliance organization as they have an entire
department devoted to Compliance and we’ve already had initial discussions around doing that very thing. DDC
even sells Compliance pro-active dealer oversight as a product!

Describe yourself in one word.
Insatiably curious. | love learning and applying that learning.

What are you most proud of on your resume?
Responsi

ities born, results/performance produced and global impact.

Something that you do or have done, that very few other people do?

My wife delivered our youngest son in the front seat of our car as | drove to the
hospital. We like to say he was born in ‘Ford’ Hospital right when | pulled up to the
emergency room. I'd say this qualifies... | also issued a self-funded record of music

- 4h

songs. Here are two songs | played on and recorded. (both the melodies and harmonies) | also used to have a music

written for my oldest children when they were newborns. Here are some links to those

production/jingle business—many years ago!

CLICK HERE TO PREVIEW BRENT'S RECORDINGS
BSide A
BSide B
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Have you ever won an award for something?

I've been blessed to have won many. Probably the one | value most was the highest corporate award given
during my time with the global top-three ad agency McCann Erickson. It was the H. K. McCann Leadership

award for exceptional results from a response program. | was the first database marketer recognized by the
Chairman, out of a global pool of over 4,500 employees worldwide.

Do you come from an automotive family? Do you have any history in the car business?

I've been attracted to and involved with cars since my youth. Several decades ago at my first major advertising
agency job, Pontiac and Cadillac were my clients. Since then my clients have included overseas divisions of GM,
Buick, GMC Truck, GM Credit Card, Ford Motor globally and Acura domestically.

Is there a favorite or classic car that has been in your family for years?
I've owned many: '59 Ford Galaxy with a 352 Police interceptor engine; a ’52 Pontiac Hearse and my favorite—a
'65 GTO, which | drag raced.

What’s the most embarrassing (or funniest) situation you’ve ever experienced?
I once sunk a Camaro at the edge of the Everglades during a blinding rain storm while visiting on a new business
quest.
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Have you ever served in the Military? If so, in what capacity?
Army ROTC. My daughter was a female Marine Drill Instructor and one of the first women qualified to be a water
combat instructor.

Favorite music? Do you play an instrument?

| have played guitar since my teens. Some points in my life | depended on it for my living—Holiday Inn
engagements, local clubs and dinner venues. I've done concerts as a solo performer as well as part of a trio that
enjoyed regional success. We did concerts, opening for Richie Havens, Jerry Jeff Walker, and others. | satin as
lead singer with the house bands at Billy Bob’s Texas in Fort Worth, as well as venues in Paris and Lisbon, all
while on business trips.

Do you have any hidden talents or accomplishments?
I love cooking at home. Smoked meats; Thai, Asian and Indian foods.

Do you volunteer anywhere?
Back in Minnesota, | served on the board of directors for the Minnesota
Brain Injury Association for several years.

Favorite food/restaurant?
We seem to frequently find ourselves at Ya-Ya’s in Overland Park.
Good value, great foods and innovative drinks.





