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WHY IS PEACE EDUCATION IMPORTANT?

While conflict and social change are inevitable, violence is not. 

Peace education provides an alternative to violence at all levels by raising awareness about the value of 
individual dignity, human rights, equality and our interconnectedness to one another and to our environment. 
By developing communication and collaborative skills to resolve conflicts nonviolently, peace education 
builds empathy and empowers learners to be agents of constructive social change. By rewarding outstanding 
leadership and building capacity in the field of peace education, the foundation helps foster a culture of peace 
and respect for diversity.

2015 EL-HIBRI PEACE EDUCATION PRIZE

PURPOSE
The El-Hibri Peace Education Prize recognizes 
scholars, teachers, administrators, policymakers 
and social change activists who:
•	 Encourage the widespread adoption or 

integration of peace education curricula, 
activities or programs in schools or community 
settings;

•	 Raise public awareness about the positive impact 
of peace education programs and activities by 
using social media or other innovative methods;

•	 Demonstrate, through careful assessment, the 
effectiveness or impact of peace education 
initiatives or programs as a tool of peace 
building.

Established in 2007 by Fuad and Nancy El-Hibri, the 
Prize recognizes individuals for their noteworthy 
or influential contributions to the field of peace 
education. The Prize carries a $30,000 award and is 
presented to the Laureate at an annual ceremony.

Please visit http://www.elhibrifoundation.org/peace_
education/prize to learn more about the prize, 
eligibility criteria, and to apply.

ELIGIBILITY

NOMINATION & SELECTION
The El-Hibri Peace Education Prize is implemented 
in partnership with Nonviolence International (NI), 
which manages an independent review process 
on behalf of the Foundation. Members of the El-
Hibri Peace Education Prize Selection Committee, 
chaired by NI President Mubarak Awad, include 
experts in the field of peace education and previous 
Prize Laureates. 

All Laureates are selected from an online application 
form submitted either by an individual applying for 
the Prize or through nomination by another. 

Laureates must have demonstrated exceptional:
•	 Productivity through publication of significant 

books and articles and/or organization of 
seminars, campaigns or important organizations 
or movements;

•	 Innovation by developing cutting edge 
techniques or approaches that demonstrate the 
impact and effectiveness of peace education 
through methods of evaluation; or

•	 Influence through the wide use of their 
approaches, techniques or products to promote 
better understanding about, or improved delivery 
of, peace education.

BACKGROUND



RAZ DALILI is one of Afghanistan’s most recognized peace educators. 
In a career spanning over 25 years, Raz Dalili has dedicated his life to 

promoting reconciliation, nonviolence and strengthening the Afghan 
people from within by drawing on cultural and religious norms, 
practices and values.

Founder of the Sanayee Development Organization (SDO) in 
1990, Dalili has authored and produced a comprehensive peace 
education curriculum in both Dari and English for students from 
first to twelfth grade. Initially utilized in Afghan refugee camps 
in the 1990s, these texts have reached over 35,000 students 

throughout Afghanistan’s most violent provinces. 

Dalili’s ‘classroom’ extends far beyond the school. Furthering his 
efforts to enable peaceful conflict resolution within communities, 

Dalili established peace councils (shuras). While shuras are deeply 
rooted in Islamic society, Dalili’s innovative programs have led to the 

establishment of more than 600 peace shuras in nine different provinces 
across Afghanistan.  Throughout his decades of service, Dalili has also instructed 

over 50,000 religious leaders, civil society actors, parliamentary members, school teachers and 
community leaders in peace and conflict resolution training.

As a peace scholar, Dalili conducts research on a range of peace-related issues through his bi-
annual Peacebuilding Journal. Identifying problematic trends and practices in Afghan society, 
Dalili has conducted trainings, convened leaders and produced short films and instructive 
peacebuilding videos to help peacefully resolve conflicts stemming from water usage, land and 
animal rights and the issue of marriage finance, all of which have led to intergroup violence.  

A champion of equitable community development and reconciliation, Dalili’s focus on youth 
education led him to produce a number of magazines and videos that demonstrate the values 
and practices of peaceful conflict resolution to children. In his many efforts to cultivate a culture 
of peace in Afghanistan, Dalili and SDO have partnered with such organizations as the US 
Institute of Peace, USAID, the United Nations and the World Bank.

“Development	across	[Afghanistan]	needs	to	be	equitable,	with	a	focus	on	
education	and	empowering	Afghan	youth.”	–	Raz	Mohammad	Dalili



 

WHAT IS THE EL-HIBRI FOUNDATION?

OUR MISSION
The El-Hibri Foundation is committed to building a better world by advancing two universally 
shared values of Islam – peace and respect for diversity. The Foundation achieves these 
goals through grantmaking, programs and other activities. For more information, please visit  
www.elhibrifoundation.org or follow the Foundation on Twitter, Facebook, Google+, or LinkedIn.

1420 16th Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20036 

+1-202-387-9500    |    info@elhibrifoundation.org

www.elhibrifoundation.org

EL-HIBRI PEACE EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS

The El-Hibri Foundation also offers graduate scholarships to promising students enrolled in peace and conflict 
transformation studies. Three $5,000 scholarships are awarded annually to encourage young people to 
advance and contribute to the fields of peace education and peacebuilding. This year, the El-Hibri Foundation 
is pleased to recognize:

PAST EL-HIBRI PEACE EDUCATION PRIZE LAUREATES

Abdul Aziz Said, 2007
Scott Kennedy, 2008
Mary Elizabeth King, 2009

Colman McCarthy, 2010
Gene Sharp, 2011
Chaiwat Satha-Anand, 2012

Betty A. Reardon, 2013
Pietro Ameglio, 2014

EL-HIBRI PEACE EDUCATION CONTRIBUTORS
The El-Hibri Foundation gratefully acknowledges contributions to the El-Hibri Peace Education Program from 
the following:
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Allen Shofe 
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Staff
Farhan Latif
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Texas Children’s 
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Greg Siegrist
Karim El-Hibri
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