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Mayacamas
Cabernet Sauvignon Mount Veeder 2016

96
Score

$135
Price

1,600
Cases Made

Since purchasing this historic winery in 2013, the Schottenstein family has installed a new winemaking team and invested in the
cellar and vineyards. But winemaking remains staunchly traditional here. In-house winemaker Braiden Albrecht and consulting
winemaker Andy Erickson age the wine for 32 to 36 months in mostly neutral oak, beginning with 20 months in large casks and
finishing with 12 more months in smaller 225- to 500-liter barrels. An energetic Cabernet built on acidity and minerality as much as
tannins and fruit, this red will reward two decades of cellaring. A benchmark in a top Napa Cabernet vintage, this 2016 marks the
second straight Top 10 appearance for Mayacamas.

Tasting Note
This distinctive red throws a lot of wild sage, herb and sassafras notes out first, while the core of intense red currant, damson plum
and bitter cherry fruit waits its turn. The vibrant structure is built on acidity, pulling everything together through the iron-streaked
finish. Should age wonderfully. Best from 2022 through 2040.—James Molesworth

Special Designation: Highly Recommended
Region: Napa Valley, California
Issue Date: Nov. 15, 2020
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Rising Like a Phoenix
Napa's Mayacamas is full steam ahead after the Schottensteins took full ownership in 2017. Winemakers Braiden Albrecht and
Andy Erickson talked about recent improvements at the historic winery and the first Cabernet vintages under the family's
involvement.

Out of the Frying Pan ...
California vintners enjoyed a glorious vintage for Cabernet Sauvignon in 2016, but 2017 brought a searing Labor Day weekend heat
wave, followed by massive wildfires that engulfed much of the state around harvest. As a result, while an outstanding vintage, 2017
is marked by inconsistency. WineSpectator.com members: Find out what to buy out of nearly 725 wines reviewed for Wine
Spectator's annual California Cabernet tasting report, including late-release 2016s worth hunting down.

See the Top 100 Lists
Every list from 2020 back to the 1988 debut. New grapes, regions and styles have appeared, but the classics are still going strong.
See the changing trends.

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

https://www.winespectator.com/articles/about-our-tastings
http://www.mshanken.com/winespectator/
http://www.winespectator.com/subscribe
http://www.winespectator.com/join
http://apps.winespectator.com/wineratingsplus/
http://apps.winespectator.com/restaurantawards/
https://www.winespectator.com/insider
https://www.winespectator.com/advance
https://top100.winespectator.com/2021/
https://top100.winespectator.com/2019/article/mayacamas-rising-like-a-phoenix/
https://www.winespectator.com/articles/out-of-the-frying-pan-111520
https://top100.winespectator.com/lists/
https://top100.winespectator.com/2020/wine/1-marques-de-murrieta/
https://top100.winespectator.com/2020/wine/2-aubert/
https://top100.winespectator.com/2020/wine/3-san-filippo/
https://top100.winespectator.com/2020/wine/4-mayacamas/
https://top100.winespectator.com/2020/wine/5-vieille-julienne/
https://top100.winespectator.com/2020/wine/6-kistler/
https://top100.winespectator.com/2020/wine/7-massolino/
https://top100.winespectator.com/2020/wine/8-piedra-negra/
https://top100.winespectator.com/2020/wine/9-beaux-freres/
https://top100.winespectator.com/2020/wine/10-bollinger/

