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The 30 Best Cabernet Sauvignons for 2026 
Buy This Booze Column - By Keith Beavers 

Born in Bordeaux, Cabernet Sauvignon became a household name in the United States after arriving in 
California, gaining significant traction by the 1930s. However, it was the 1970s that truly changed 
everything. During that era, winemakers famously put California Cabernet up against the best of France, 
proving to skeptics just how world-class American wine had become. The critics were stunned, and the 
variety has reigned supreme ever since. 

Today, Cabernet Sauvignon remains one of the most popular varieties in the red grape category. While the 
market is crowded, the quality has never been higher. Through recent tastings, we’ve noticed some 
exciting new wines emerging across the world’s Cab regions, from Washington State and Northern 
California to the historic vineyards of Australia. 

The profiles range from soft and juicy to structured and savory, and from inky and tannic to everything in 
between. It is an exciting time for this legendary grape. Here are the 30 best Cabernet Sauvignons to try 
in 2026. 

The Best Cabernet Sauvignons Over $100 

Larkmead Vineyard 2023 The Lark 
The Lark is a nod to this legendary estate’s history, made from a selection of the best barrels in a given 
harvest. This is a more restrained expression of Napa Cab, with savory aromas of earth and green peppers. 
The palate delivers a deep core of fruit with soft tannins around the edges. The balance is amazing, and it’s 
just getting started. 


