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alistoga's location brings with it some differences  also a higher percentage of volcanic soil here. The
C from the heart of Napa Valley. Because it's far-  wineries range from secluded spots to the modernist,
ther from the bay, temperatures can get warm  perched lookout of Sterling Vineyards to the faux
on summer days. But evening Pacific winds drawn  Tuscan castle of Castello di Amorosa. As a bonus,
through the Chalk Hill Gap cool the vines. There's Howell Mountain's wineries are aworthy excursion.

Larkmead Vineyards

100 Larkmead Lane | larkmead.com
Larkmead's Howard Backen-
designed tasting salon looks fairly
new, but there are plenty of hints
that this s a winery with real history.
The property was founded in 1895 by
Lillie Hitchcock Colt, a San Francisco
woman whose wealthy parents gave
her a Napa farm to get her out of the
corrupting city. She responded by
converting the land into a winery,
which survived through Prohibition
by producing sacramental wine and
then was purchased by the Solari
family in 1948, Located at one of the
narrowest, warmest points of the val-
ley, Larkmead s surrounded by its
vineyards, primarily Cabernet with
some Sauvignon Blanc and a bit of
Tocal Friulano, A visit includes a tour
of the-vineyards followed by a seated
tasting paired with cheese and char-
cuterie in the comfortable tasting
room, or in the pergola when the
weather s nice, And in this part of
the valley, it usually k. Larkmead Vineyards




