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Things We Loved This Month: December’s Bright Spots 
From shearling clogs and holiday sugar highs to a Hawaiian reset and a very good bottle of Napa cab, one editor’s end-of-year comforts and 
small indulgences. 

By Morgan Halberg - January 1, 2025  

Did anyone else feel like December was somehow both seven months long but also a mere second? The 
holidays are always hectic, but this year in particular, I feel like I've lived about 18 lives in December's 31 
days. Perhaps it was because I started out the month traveling nearly 5,000 miles to Hawaii, spent the 
middle nursing a fractured toe, and ended it surrounded by several inches of snow while gobbling down 
holiday chocolates. No matter, the festive season was both magical and a trial in itself, and this month, I 
found myself largely drawn—and maybe unsurprisingly—to items that embodied all the cozy comfort I 
crave as the year winds down, along with a few pieces that brought some much-needed sparkle into these 
winter days. While many think of winter as the darkest time of year, it's actually when the days start to get 
a little lighter—we winter children know that the December solstice marks the shortest day of the year, 
with every day afterwards getting just the slightest bit longer and taking us towards the onset of spring. 
Consider this list one editor's selection of items that brought a little extra shimmer to December. 

Things I Loved in December 

Larkmead 2022 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
I'm not a wine expert by a long shot, but I do 
know that I absolutely adored this 2022 Estate 
Cabernet Sauvignon from Calistoga vineyard 
Larkmead. Crafted from 82 percent cabernet 
sauvignon and 18 percent cabernet franc, it's a 
classic Napa Valley cab—full-bodied with silky 
tannins, with a gentle aroma of blackberries, 
leather and earthiness. It's perfect for a crisp 
winter evening, especially while nibbling on some 
olives before indulging in a really good steak. 


