
Joseph Phelps Proem No. 1 Pinot Noir 2019

Proem: A preamble to a story. 
This Pinot Noir is from Jupiter. No, really.

Proem wines are singular expression bottlings from the Joseph Phelps Freestone Estate,
where site and clonal selection are the beginning of  a new and distinctive winemaking story. 

Winemaking Data

Blend: 100% Pinot Noir from block 225 of  our Quater Moon Vineyard on the 
western Sonoma Coast: 75% clone 90 and 25% clone 96 (both are same source 
material as Calera).

Aging: 15 months in 53% New French oak and 47% used French oak barrels with 
36% whole cluster inclusion.

Winemaking: Quarter Moon Vineyard is planted in a crescent moon shape and 
each block was given a planetary name. Block 225 was named after Jupiter. During the 
2019 harvest, a very distinctive block within the vineyard, block 225,  was held 
separate to be fermented with a larger percentage of  whole cluster fruit, and a longer 
barrel aging regime. This wine had a different story to tell, highlighting a pure expres-
sion of  our Freestone Estate. 
 A pure illustration of  the Quarter Moon Vineyard’s complexity and refine-
ment is on display in the 2019 vintage. Dense black raspberry, cherry, and black 
currant with undertones of  savory spices and rose petals abound. An angular, focused 
wine with the weight and structure for aging, yet delicately distinctive in its polish 
and balance.

Growing Season: In 2019, bud break occurred around the same time as 2018 
but was delayed compared to our historical averages due to cold, saturated soils from 
the wet winter, particularly in February. Cool weather continued throughout spring 
with an unusual amount of  rainfall which delayed bloom in some areas. Canopy 
management was key in 2019 due to vigorous growth and moderate temperatures. 
July was cooler than average, but August and September warmed to push ripening 
ahead. In 2019, the quality of  Pinot Noir from our Sonoma Coast estate was excel-
lent with well-developed flavors, naturally fresh acidity and superb balance.
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