
Joseph Phelps Pinot Noir, Pastorale Vineyard, Sonoma Coast 2009

Winemaking Data
Harvest Dates: September 16 - 19, 2009.

Blend: 100% estate-grown Pinot Noir from our Pastorale Vineyard.

Aging: 15 months in 70% new and 30% two- to three-year-old French oak barrels before bottling on April 13, 2011.

Winemaking Notes: This special selection from the Pastorale Vineyard once again distinguishes its terroir characteristics 
from our other estate plantings. Two blocks, each planted to a Calera selection, were separately fermented, one whole berry 
fermentation with partial whole clusters, and the other 100% whole cluster fermented in an oak open-top tank. Both fermenta-
tions were macerated gently and only as needed to maintain a healthy fermentation temperature. The result is a silky wine with 
great Freestone expression.
 A few swirls of  this Pinot Noir entices the senses with fragrant allspice, cinnamon, sweet and savory blackberry sauce, 
citrus zest, cacao powder, crushed black tea leaves, hints of  cedar and cool, freshly turned soil. The first sip coats the palate with 
a mouthful of  intriguing Asian spices, violet petals, dark chocolate and a hint of  sappiness from the lightly toasted barrels. The 
full and seamless tannin texture finishes with sharp precision and a lively zest that goes on and on.

Growing Season: The 2009 growing season was slow and cool, producing wines with impeccable balance. The year started 
with good rains lasting into the beginning of  May. Budbreak was normal in mid-March and temperatures were moderate to cold 
throughout spring. Vines did not endure frost damage in 2009 and bloom took place between May 23 - June 8. Temperatures 
through August were quite normal, with cool nights and foggy days, helping the vines to mature and develop flavor, color and 
tannin slowly and evenly. Pinot Noir veraison took place early to mid-August and once the warmer temperatures of  September 
arrived, ripening kicked into high gear. Pinot Noir generally has a short harvest window, but 2009 was special; the harvest contin-
ued for a slow and steady 3 - 4 weeks, finishing well before the mid-October rains.

Reviews: 93 Points, “The 2009 Pinot Noir Pastorale Vineyard is all about focus and length.” -Robert Parker’s The 
Wine Advocate, Feb. 29, 2012  and  Top 100 Wines 2011, “This is Pinot mastery of  the highest order.” -San Francisco 
Chronicle, Dec. 2011.

P.O. BOX 1031, ST. HELENA, CA 94574  •  WWW.JOSEPHPHELPS.COM


