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2018 CATERWAUL CEMETERY VINEYARD

After 5 years in the works, it’s nice to finally add this vineyard to the 
lineup. I was convinced there was no more great ground to be planted 
in Napa Valley until I saw this site with Matt in 2015. Having input on 
clonal material for every block further cemented interest in locking 
up all the fruit from this vineyard before it was even done with its first 
growing season. The vintage complements this site well. The word that 
keeps coming to mind as I try this wine is amplitude. It’s so far above 
the Napa norm for Cabernet in color saturation, aromatic intensity 
and depth of flavor. There’s a great streak of minerality shooting 
through the whole experience that adds a sense of balance and 
restraint. It’s been a while since I’ve been this excited about rolling 
out a first vintage of anything but I certainly expect this bottling to 
achieve the same heights as several of the best client wines that have 
come before it.

VINTAGE

A near picture-perfect growing season characterized the 2018 
Vintage. Starting in February the vines arose from their winter slumber 
and as late spring approached, flowering yielded uniform grape 
clusters. The mild and warm summer gave way to a steady harvest 
season that afforded the grapes extended hang time. Coming off the 
heels of a difficult vintage like 2017, we were graced with a “bumper 
crop” and saw yields up 20-30%. We are incredibly excited to watch 
the 2018 wines develop as we refine and explore what is possible with 
our vineyard sites.

PARTNERSHIP

A partnership between Matt Hardin and Thomas Brown was formed 
during the 2014 vintage after countless years of working together. 
Out of that friendship the idea of utilizing the strengths of one another 
gave birth to Caterwaul wines.

Matt Hardin, a 6th generation Napa resident and farmer, is a 
partner in Barbour Vineyards, one of the most renowned vineyard 
management companies in Northern California.

Thomas Rivers Brown, winemaker for some of Napa and Sonoma’s 
most iconic labels (Schrader Cellars, Outpost and his own Rivers-
Marie), has more than 30 100-point wines to his resume.

APPELLATION:
St. Helena

VARIETAL:
Cabernet Sauvignon

BARREL AGING:
100% French Oak
85% New
20 months in Barrel

ALCOHOL:
14.7% 

TOTAL PRODUCTION:
313 Cases 


