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2019 CATERWAUL CEMETERY VINEYARD

In 2019, we were able to hang the fruit out as long as we wanted 
easily getting through the one heat event in September and making 
picking decisions based on flavor and tannin maturity.  The resulting 
lots gave us plenty to choose from when we sat to finalize this blend.  
The 2019 is saturated black/purple all the way to the rim.  The entire 
expression of the wine is very dark:  chocolate, blackberries, black 
currants, cassis, black olive, cocoa and scorched earth run from the 
front of the wine to the back.  Like a lot of wines on this soil type, 
there’s a nice balancing minerality, almost as if you can taste the rock 
in the vineyard.  The tannins are abundant but perfectly ripe and 
help to buffer the dense, thick fruit profile.  With all the best wines 
we make, there is a lot of everything present here but all in equal, 
balancing proportion.

VINTAGE

Starting with an abundance of Winter rain, which continued into May, 
the 2019 growing season was generous without being overly so. Once 
the initial crop load began sizing up on the vine, it was evident that 
the overwhelming  crop load of 2018 would not be repeated. 2019 
offered a return to a more centerline crop load. Through the perfectly 
dry summer months, temperatures remained warm, without excessive 
heat spikes. This consistency continued into the Fall where the fruit 
was allowed to hang as long as needed to gain full phenological 
maturity. The end result are wines that possess incredible fruit density, 
complexity and power.

PARTNERSHIP

A partnership between Matt Hardin and Thomas Brown was formed 
during the 2014 vintage after countless years of working together. 
Out of that friendship the idea of utilizing the strengths of one another 
gave birth to Caterwaul wines.

Matt Hardin, a 6th generation Napa resident and farmer, is a 
partner in Barbour Vineyards, one of the most renowned vineyard 
management companies in Northern California.

Thomas Rivers Brown, winemaker for some of Napa and Sonoma’s 
most iconic labels (Schrader Cellars, Outpost and his own Rivers-
Marie), has more than 30 100-point wines to his resume.

APPELLATION:
St. Helena

VARIETAL:
Cabernet Sauvignon

BARREL AGING:
100% French Oak
85% New
20 months in Barrel

ALCOHOL:
14.5% 

TOTAL PRODUCTION:
278 Cases 


