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Secession 

Alabamai 

Some communities in Alabama may secede from their school district with local action. Communities 
never require state or voter approval in order to secede.  

Cities with more than 5,000 residents may secede through action by the city. 

Alaskaii 

Communities in Alaska may secede from their school district with local action, approval by a state entity, 
and approval in a vote of the public. 

Because school districts in Alaska are contiguous with municipalities, changes to municipal boundaries 
will change school district boundaries. Communities in Alaska may secede by reclassifying as a first class 
city or incorporation as a first class city or borough. Reclassification as a first class city requires a 
petition filed by voters or the city council, approval by the Local Boundary Commission, and voter 
approval in a referendum. Incorporation may occur through a voter petition, approval by the Local 
Boundary Commission, a state entity established by the state constitution, and voter approval in a 
referendum. Additionally, the Local Boundary Commission may submit a proposal for a boundary 
change to the state legislature and the boundary change will take effect if the legislature does not 
actively disapprove it. 

In cases of school district secession, the area must meet certain population requirements. For more 
information, see “Minimum Requirements.” 

Arizonaiii 

Communities in Arizona may secede from their school district with local action, and typically approval by 
a state entity, and approval in a vote of the public. 

Communities may secede with school board action or voter petition, approval by the State Board of 
Education, and voter approval in both the proposed district and the remaining territory in a referendum. 
Additionally, communities in territory that does not belong to a school district may form a school district 
through voter petition. 

In cases of secession, the State Board must determine that the new school district meets certain 
population and funding requirements. For more information, see “Minimum Requirements.” 
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Arkansasiv 

Communities in Arkansas may secede from their school district with local action, approval by a state 
entity, and approval in a vote of the public. 

Communities may secede through voter petition or school board resolution, approval by the State Board 
of Education, and voter approval in the area to be detached. 

In cases of school district secessions, the district must meet population requirements and for any 
boundary change, state entities must determine that the new school district meets certain diversity 
requirements. For more information, see “Minimum Requirements.”  

Californiav 

Communities in California may secede from their school district with local action, approval in a vote of 
the public, and sometimes approval by a state entity. 

Communities may secede with voter petition, school board action, or county committee action; approval 
by the State Board of Education, and voter approval in a referendum. The election area for the 
referendum will be determined by the State Board. However, school district secessions may be 
approved by only the county committee, without State Board approval, if all affected school boards and 
the county superintendent of schools approve. 

In considering school district secessions, the county committee and the State Board will determine that 
the secession meets demographic and funding and equity requirements. For more information, see 
“Minimum Requirements.” 

Coloradovi 

Communities in Colorado may secede from their school district with local action, approval by a state 
entity, and approval in a vote of the public.  

Communities may secede through school board action or voter petition, approval by a local planning 
commission, a school district accountability committee, and the Commissioner of Education, and 
approval by a majority of voters in each affected school district in a referendum. If the plan requires an 
increase in the tax rate, voters must also approve the tax rate.  

In cases of secession, the Commissioner of Education will consider funding and equity and educational 
factors. For more information, see “Considerations for Approval.” 

Connecticutvii 

Some communities in Connecticut may secede from their school districts with local action, approval by a 
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state entity, and approval in a vote of the public. 

Cities and towns that are part of a regional school district may secede by withdrawing from the regional 
school district with action from the town legislative body, approval by a planning committee and the 
State Board of Education, and voter approval in each town.  

Delawareviii 

Communities in Delaware may secede from their school districts with local action, approval by a state 
entity, and approval in a vote of the public. 

School district secessions in Delaware must be initiated by the State Board of Education and must be 
approved by voters in each affected district in a referendum.  

Florida 

Florida state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

Georgia 

Georgia state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

Hawaii 

Hawaii state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

Idahoix 

Communities in Idaho may secede from their school district with local action, approval by a state entity, 
and approval in a vote of the public. 

School districts in Idaho may divide with action from the school board, approval by the State Board of 
Education, and voter approval in the district to be divided and in the smaller of the two districts created 
in a referendum. 

Illinois 

Illinois state law does not describe a process for school district secession.  
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Indianax 

School districts in Indiana may secede from their school district with local action, approval by a state 
entity, and approval in a vote of the public. 

School districts may divide with action from the school board, approval by the State Board of Education, 
and voter approval, either through a petition signed by 55% of voters in the proposed district or by 
approval in an election. 

In cases of school district secession, the State Board will consider funding and equity, and educational 
factors. For more information, see “Considerations for Approval.” 

Iowa 

Iowa state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

Kansas 

Kansas state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

Kentucky 

Kentucky state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

Louisiana 

Louisiana state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

Mainexi 

Some communities in Maine may secede from their school district with local action, approval by a state 
entity, and approval in a vote of the public. 

Municipalities that are part of a regional school district may secede by withdrawing from the regional 
district with a voter petition and voter approval at a referendum, approval by the Commissioner, and 
voter approval at a second referendum. 

Maryland 

Maryland state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 
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Massachusettsxii 

Some communities in Massachusetts may secede from their school district with local action, and 
sometimes approval by a state entity or in a vote of the public, depending on the terms by which the 
school district was formed. 

Towns that are part of a regional school district may secede from their school district by withdrawing 
from their regional school district. The exact process will vary depending on the terms by which the 
school district joined the regional school district. These terms may indicate that withdrawal requires the 
approval of the state Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education. 

Michigan 

Michigan state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

Minnesota 

Minnesota state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

Mississippixiii 

Communities in Mississippi may secede from their school districts with local action and approval by a 
state entity. Communities never require voter approval to secede. 

Communities may secede if a majority of voters in the school district petition and the school board 
determines that doing so will not “seriously interfere with or impair” efficiency. All processes that 
involve the “reorganization, abolition or alteration” of a school district also requires approval by the State 
Board of Education.  

Missourixiv 

Communities in Missouri may secede from their school districts with local action, approval by a state 
entity, and approval in a vote of the public. 

Communities may only secede if the county government adopts reorganization plans creating school 
districts from parts of existing school districts. This process also requires approval by the State Board of 
Education and majority voter approval in each affected school district. 

In cases of school district secessions, the county will consider funding and equity and educational 
factors. For more information, see “Considerations for Approval.” 
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Montana 

Montana state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

Nebraskaxv 

School districts in Nebraska may secede from their school district with local action, approval by a state 
entity, and sometimes approval in a vote of the public. 

School districts may secede through either a petition process or a board process. The petition process 
requires a voter petition, approval by the State Committee for Reorganization of School Districts, and 
majority approval in a referendum. The board process requires school board action and approval by the 
State Committee, but not a referendum.  

In cases of school district secessions, the State Committee will consider funding and equity and 
educational factors. For more information, see “Considerations for Approval.” 

Nevada 

Nevada state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

New Hampshirexvi 

Some communities in New Hampshire may secede from their school district with local action, approval 
by a state entity, and approval in a vote of the public.  

Towns that have been part of a cooperative school district for ten years may secede by withdrawing 
from that cooperative school district. The process requires action by voters or the local school board at 
a town meeting, approval by the State Board of Education, approval by a planning commission, and 
voter approval in both the withdrawing district and in the cooperative district as a whole at a meeting. 

In cases of school district secession, approving entities will consider population and funding and equity 
factors. For more information, see “Considerations for Approval.” 

New Jerseyxvii 

Communities in New Jersey may secede from their school district with local action, approval by a state 
entity, and approval in a vote of the public.  

Municipalities that are part of a regional school district may secede by withdrawing from that regional 
school district, with approval by the State Commissioner of Education and voter approval in both the 
withdrawing district and in the entire district in a referendum. Communities may also secede by dividing 
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a municipality, with approval by the Commissioner of Education, approval by the county superintendent, 
and voter approval in the proposed district in a referendum. 

In cases of school district secession involving withdrawal from a regional school district, the 
Commissioner of Education must determine that the new school district meets certain population and 
funding requirements. For more information, see “Minimum Requirements.” In cases of school district 
secession involving division of a municipality, the Commissioner of Education will consider population, 
funding and equity, and educational factors. For more information, see “Considerations for Approval.” 

New Mexicoxviii 

Communities in New Mexico may secede from their school district with local action and approval by a 
state entity. Communities never require voter approval in order to secede. School district secession may 
also be initiated by a state entity. 

Communities may secede from their school district with action from local voters, the local school board, 
or the State Superintendent of Education. Secession also requires the approval of the State Board of 
Education. 

In cases of school district secession, the State Board must determine that the new school district meets 
certain population and grade level requirements. For more information, see “Minimum Requirements.” 

New Yorkxix 

Communities in New York may secede from their school district with local action and sometimes 
approval in a vote of the public. School districts never require state approval to secede. 

Municipalities with at least 10,000 residents may secede if their secession leaves the remaining district 
with at least 1,000 students. In this case, secession requires majority-voter support or two-thirds 
support in the governing bodies of both the seceding municipality and the remaining area. Additionally, 
the superintendent of a supervisory school district may initiate secession. This process requires either 
approval of both a majority of trustees of the affected school boards and a majority of voters or 
approval of a majority of trustees of the affected school boards and two-thirds of the members of the 
local governing body of the municipality. 

In cases of secession, the new school district must meet certain population and/or funding 
requirements. For more information, see “Minimum Requirements.” In some cases of secession initiated, 
the district superintendent will consider educational factors. For more information, see “Considerations 
for Approval.”  

North Carolina 

North Carolina state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 
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North Dakotaxx 

North Dakota state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

Ohioxxi 

Communities in Ohio may secede from their school district with approval by a state entity and 
sometimes local action and approval in a vote of the public.  

The State Board may propose the creation of a new school district from part of a local school district. If 
voters petition, the secession must be approved by a majority in the proposed district. 

Oklahoma 

Oklahoma state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

Oregon 

Oregon state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

Pennsylvaniaxxii 

Communities in Pennsylvania may secede from their school district with local action, typically approval 
by a state entity, and sometimes approval in a vote of the public. 

Communities may secede by creating independent school districts or by incorporating as a new 
municipality. Although this is theoretically done for the purpose of transferring territory, there is no 
statutory time limit on how long the area may remain an independent school district. The process 
requires a petition from a majority of taxable inhabitants and approval by the State Superintendent of 
Education and the State Board of Education. Additionally, communities may secede when a majority of 
“freeholders” in a contiguous area in one or more townships petition the court of common pleas to 
incorporate a borough. Incorporation requires the approval of the court and the approval of voters in 
the area to be incorporated in a referendum. If the creation of a new municipality would create a school 
district with fewer than 5,000 residents, the proposal must also be approved by a state entity. 

In cases of secession involving the creation of a new municipality, the new school district must meet 
certain population requirements, and the Council of Basic Education will consider educational factors in 
some cases of secession. For more information, see “Minimum Requirements” and “Considerations for 
Approval.” 
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Rhode Islandxxiii 

Some communities may secede from their school district with local action, and potentially approval by a 
state entity and/or in a vote of the public, depending on the terms by which the school district was 
formed. 

City and towns may secede by withdrawing from the regional school district. The process will determine 
the terms outlined when the city or town joined the regional school district.  

South Carolinaxxiv 

Communities in South Carolina may secede from their school district with state or county action, and 
sometimes local action and approval in a vote of the public.  

State law explicitly gives the General Assembly the power to divide school districts. Additionally, county 
boards of education may divide school districts with approval from the area’s delegation to the state 
legislature or majority voter approval through a petition or through a combination of a petition and a 
referendum. 

South Dakotaxxv 

Communities in South Dakota may secede from their school district with local action, approval by a 
state entity, and approval in a vote of the public. 

School districts may secede through school board action or voter petition, review by the Secretary of 
Education, and majority vote in each school district. 

In cases of school district secession, the Secretary of Education will consider population, funding and 
equity, and educational factors. For more information, see “Considerations for Approval.” 

Tennesseexxvi 

Some communities in Tennessee may secede from their school district with local action and approval in 
a vote of the public. Communities never require state approval in order to secede.  

School districts may secede by creating a new city school district through voter approval in a 
referendum in the seceding municipality. State approval is not required for any individual secession. 
However, the State Board of Education may establish standards for new school districts created 
through this process. 

In cases of school district secession, the new school district must meet certain population, grade level, 
and funding requirements. For more information, see “Minimum Requirements.” 
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Texasxxvii 

Communities in Texas may secede from their school district with local action, and approval in a vote of 
the public. Communities never require state approval in order to secede.  

School districts may secede with either school board action or voter petition, and majority voter 
approval in a referendum in both the territory to be detached and in the remaining territory. 

In cases of secession, communities must meet certain population requirements. For more information, 
see “Minimum Requirements.” 

Utahxxviii 

Communities in Utah may secede from their school district with local action and approval in a vote of 
the public. Communities never require state approval in order to secede.  

School districts may secede from their school district with school board action or a voter petition, 
approval by the county legislative body, and voter approval in both the proposed district and the 
remaining district. Alternatively, cities of more than 50,000 people may secede with a vote of the city 
legislative body and voter approval. Any city, town, or county may enter into an interlocal agreement for 
the purpose of creating a new school district under this section, so long as the combined population is 
at least 50,000 and the proposal meets other criteria. 

In cases of secession, communities must meet certain population requirements. For more information, 
see “Minimum Requirements.” Additionally, in some cases of secession, the county legislative body will 
consider funding and equity and educational factors. For more information, see “Considerations for 
Approval.” 

Vermontxxix 

Some communities in Vermont may secede from their school district with local action, approval by a 
state entity, and approval in a vote of the public. 

Cities and towns that are already part of a union school district may secede by withdrawing. Withdrawal 
requires the approval of voters at a meeting of the withdrawing district, approval by the State Board of 
Education, and voter approval in the withdrawing district and each of the other member districts in the 
union school district. 

In cases of school district secession, the State Board will consider educational factors. For more 
information, see “Considerations for Approval.” 

Virginiaxxx 
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Communities in Virginia may secede from their school district with local action and approval by a state 
entity. Communities do not need approval in a vote of the public to secede, except in certain 
circumstances that are currently prohibited. 

The State Board of Education may divide school districts with the consent of the school board and the 
governing body of the county, city, or town affected. Additionally, towns may form their own school 
district by becoming an “independent city.” Virginia has had a moratorium on the creation of new cities 
since 1987, which will remain in place until 2024. However, if this moratorium were lifted, towns in 
Virginia may become a city by holding a referendum within the town, passing an ordinance, and 
petitioning the circuit court. The issue will ultimately be heard by the state Supreme Court. 

In cases of school district secession, the State Board will consider population, grade level, funding and 
equity, educational, and geographical factors. For more information, see “Considerations for Approval.” 

Washingtonxxxi 

Washington state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

The Attorney General has advised that the state laws on school district reorganization do not “authorize 
or allow a section of a school district to break away from that school district and form a new and 
separate school district by itself.” 

West Virginia 

West Virginia state law does not describe a process for school district secession. 

Wisconsinxxxii 

Communities in Wisconsin may secede from their school district with local action, approval in a vote of 
the public, and sometimes approval by a state entity. 

A community may secede from their school district through either school board action or a petition by 
20% of voters and voter approval in the area included in the proposed school district in a referendum. 
The proposal will be reviewed by the School District Boundary Appeal Board if the affected districts 
approve the secession and at least 10% of voters residing in the area not included in the proposed 
district petition, or if any of the affected school districts deny the reorganization, and at least 10% of 
voters in each district petitions. (The School District Boundary Appeal Board is a state entity, with 
members appointed by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction.) 

In considering school district border changes, school boards and approving entities should consider 
demographic, finance and equity, educational, and geographical factors. For more information, see 
“Considerations for Approval.” 
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Wyomingxxxiii 

Communities in Wyoming may secede from their school district with local action and approval by a state 
entity. Communities never require voter approval in order to secede.  

Communities may secede from their school districts when voters in the seceding area petition the 
District Boundary Board. The District Boundary Board must then hold a hearing and submit a proposal 
to the State Board of Education for approval. 

New school districts formed through secession must meet certain population and grade level 
requirements, and new districts formed through border changes must meet certain funding 
requirements. For more information, see “Minimum Requirements.” Additionally, in considering school 
district border changes, approving entities should consider funding and equity, and educational factors. 
For more information, see “Considerations for Approval.” 

 

For a look at all states’ laws regarding school district borders and to learn more about the 
impact of these policies, visit edbuild.org/content/frontier.
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