
BLASTS  FEATURES

Blasts question with background information 
customizable by Lexile® Level

Vetted research links with additional nonfiction 
resources, including articles, opinions, 
interactive graphics, and videos

QuickPoll with a multiple-choice style  
question applicable to the theme

Within Thematic Units, Blasts introduce the 
theme and essential question and help students 
connect texts to real world events and issues

Fun number crunch quick fact

Public radio content available with all ‘Listen 
Current’ audio-supported Blasts

A 5-star rating system for students to rate and 
comment on each others’ Blasts

Over 900
Blasts to choose 
from with 3 new 
Blasts added

weekly

 With 3 Lexile® levels of research content, Blasts 
can be customized to scaffold for varying levels 
of learners.

 Teachers can create and assign custom Blasts 
tailored to their students’ interests.

 Blasts can easily be assigned as longer writing 
assignments.

 Teachers can choose to add students to school 
or district-wide Blast communities to expand 
the discussion.

  Develop informed opinions on timely, high-
interest topics of cultural significance.

 Express their own opinions succinctly, in 140 
characters or less.

  Participate in thoughtful discussions for an 
authentic audience of peers.

  Build vital research, writing, and critical-thinking 
skills and an easy entry point to peer review.

Blasts challenge students to:

Blasts are short weekly reading and writing assignments allowing students to 
express their opinions on high-interest topics, sparking debate on    
a mediated, online social network.

StudySync® Blasts

Blasts can be teacher-customized 
to fit your students’ needs.

CALIFORNIA



 Provides students with timely, 
constructive feedback from their 
peers.

 Helps reinforce the importance of 
the student’s voice as they write to 
express their own ideas to their peers.

 Helps foster better editing and 
writing skills and is a powerful   
collaborative learning tool.

CALIFORNIA

  Respond frequently and 
meaningfully to the texts they are 
reading.

 Engage in multiple forms of writing, 
including expository, narrative, 
and persuasive.

 Provide timely, anonymous 
critiques of other students’ writing.

 Thoughtfully analyze and revise 
their own work.

Peer Reviews allow 
students to:

Peer Review is a signature collaborative learning tool that provides anonymous, 
randomized peer review assignments to students once they have completed their own 
assignment, but not anonymous for teachers who can view authors of each review.

StudySync® Anonymous Peer Review

What is important about Peer Review?

PEER REVIEW FEATURES

Standards-based rubrics with the option for 
teachers to add and customize their own rubrics

Open form space for students to express candid 
feedback

Full access for teachers to turn peer review on/
off, see all student work, reviews, and reviewer 
names, plus remove any inappropriate reviews

Cumulative peer review results provided to 
each student

View all student
work, including 

Peer Reviews, in the 
assignment report
in the assignments

tab.


