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NON-NEGOTIABLE EVALUATION CRITERIA 

 
2019-2025 

Group I – Social Studies 
CCR World Studies 

 
 
Equity, Accessibility and Format 
Yes No CRITERIA NOTES 
  1. INTER-ETHNIC 

The instructional materials meet the requirements of inter-
ethnic: concepts, content and illustrations, as set by WV 
Board of Education Policy 2445.41. 

McGraw-Hill Education and McGraw-Hill School Education, LLC, 
are committed to publishing pedagogically sound, high-quality, 
educational material that is fair, unbiased, and that recognizes the 
unique contributions of people of all races, cultures, and faiths. 
 
To ensure that our textbooks meet these high standards, all 
textbooks are authored by scholars and educators who are 
recognized experts in their areas of specialty. McGraw-Hill School 
Education, LLC also submits manuscripts to independent scholars 
and teachers for their review. The recommendations of these 
educators and specialists are then incorporated into the 
manuscript to ensure that the materials are 
accurate and unbiased, present the materials in an age-
appropriate and meaningful manner, and reflect the most current 
research in the subject area. 

  2. EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
The instructional material meets the requirements of equal 
opportunity: concepts, content, illustration, heritage, roles 
contributions, experiences and achievements of males and 

McGraw-Hill Education and McGraw-Hill School Education, LLC, 
are committed to publishing pedagogically sound, high-quality, 
educational material that is fair, unbiased, and that recognizes the 
unique contributions of people of all races, cultures, and faiths. 



females in American and other cultures.  
To ensure that our textbooks meet these high standards, all 
textbooks are authored by scholars and educators who are 
recognized experts in their areas of specialty. McGraw-Hill School 
Education, LLC also submits manuscripts to independent scholars 
and teachers for their review. The recommendations of these 
educators and specialists are then incorporated into the 
manuscript to ensure that the materials are 
accurate and unbiased, present the materials in an age-
appropriate and meaningful manner, and reflect the most current 
research in the subject area. 

  3. FORMAT 
This resource includes an interactive electronic/digital  
component for students. 

This program offers both an engaging, student friendly text in print 
and online and the Online Student Learning Center to draw your 
students into rigorous learning experiences. 

  4. BIAS 
The instructional material is free of political bias. 

McGraw-Hill Education and McGraw-Hill School Education, LLC, 
are committed to publishing pedagogically sound, high-quality, 
educational material that is fair, unbiased, and that recognizes the 
unique contributions of people of all races, cultures, and faiths. 
 
To ensure that our textbooks meet these high standards, all 
textbooks are authored by scholars and educators who are 
recognized experts in their areas of specialty. McGraw-Hill School 
Education, LLC also submits manuscripts to independent scholars 
and teachers for their review. The recommendations of these 
educators and specialists are then incorporated into the 
manuscript to ensure that the materials are 
accurate and unbiased, present the materials in an age-
appropriate and meaningful manner, and reflect the most current 
research in the subject area. 

  5. COMMON CORE 
The instructional materials do not reference Common Core 
academic standards.  (WV Code §18-2E-1b-1) 

This program does not reference Common Core State Standards.  

 
  



GENERAL EVALUATION CRITERIA 

2019-2025 
Group I – Social Studies 

World Studies 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS ADOPTION:  COLLEGE- AND CAREER-READINESS LEARNING EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 

The general evaluation criteria apply to each grade level and are to be evaluated for each grade level unless otherwise specified.  These criteria consist of 
information critical to the development of all grade levels.  In reading the general evaluation criteria and subsequent specific grade level criteria, e.g. means 
“examples of” and i.e. means that “each of” those items must be addressed.   Eighty percent of the general and eighty percent of the specific criteria must be 
met with I (In-depth) or A (Adequate) in order to be recommended. 
 

(Vendor/Publisher) 
COMPLETE CORRELATION 

OF SPECIFIC LOCATION 
OF 

CONTENT WITHIN PRODUCT 

(IMR Committee) Responses 
 

I=In-depth 
 

A=Adequate 
 

M=Minimal 
 

N=Nonexistent 
 I  A  M  N 

 In addition to alignment with the College- and Career-Readiness Standards (CCRSs), materials 
must also clearly connect to  the Student Success Standards which include opportunities for 
students to develop: 

  
A. Developing personal and educational skills 
 

Each chapter begins and ends 
with an overarching Essential 
Question(s) that encourages 
student inquiry during the study 
of chapter content. Students 
examine the roles of geography, 
government, economic choices, 
citizenship, culture, social 
change, and individual and 
community rights, for example, 
as they pertain to the period of 
history under study.  
 
Our programs also include 
Hands-on Chapter Projects that 

 
Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills 
 
Social Studies Content: 
  
1. is presented in a way that deepens student understanding through 

meaningful and challenging inquiry-based learning that builds on prior 
knowledge and promotes social science connections (e.g., the 
importance that geography, economics and civics play within historical 
and current events, understanding the importance of sociological and 
psychological connections to society, the importance of historical and 
current events in civic decision making);  

   
 
 

    
 
 



apply the principles of 
construction of knowledge 
through the use of disciplined 
inquiry. The Technology 
Extensions for these chapter 
projects offer yet another vital 
realm of disciplined inquiry.  
 
The teacher wraparound edition 
and online teacher lesson plans 
include a variety of activities 
which also serve to activate 
inquiry-based thinking and 
deepen student understanding, 
especially those labeled with 
“Visual Skills” or “Critical 
Thinking Skills.” 
 
Other constructions of 
knowledge resources include our 
current events Web site that 
includes high-interest news 
articles written for the social 
studies classroom and allows for 
additional opportunities for 
disciplined inquiry and making 
connections in the social 
sciences. 
 
 
Opportunities for complex 
thinking and analysis are 
integrated throughout the 
Student and Teacher Editions. 
Writing prompts in Lesson 
Reviews and Chapter 
Assessments, Critical Thinking 
questions and DBQ responses 
require students to engage in 
complex thinking and analysis. “ 
 

“Analyzing Primary Sources,” 

2. engages in complex thinking and analysis in the social sciences which 
promotes the development of multiple perspectives, thoughtful well-
framed questions and thoughtful judgment applicable to students’ own 
lives and future situations; and 

       



“Biographies,” “Connections to 
Today,” “Thinking Like a 
Historian,” “Political Cartoons,” 
and “Skillbuilder,” features, as 
well as integrated primary 
sources introduce students to 
multiple perspectives.  
Questions and activities are 
created to help students apply 
the knowledge to their own lives. 
The Teacher Edition provides 
activities to extend critical 
thinking and to help the teacher 
make connections to students’ 
lives. 

Each chapter is introduced by a 
Place & Time feature that serves 
to situate the material to be 
covered by that chapter within 
the context of a map as well as 
a comparative time line and 
includes critical thinking 
questions intended to help 
students use their geographic 
reasoning skills as well as to 
make connections between 
place and time, both past and 
present. 

Connections to Today activities 
within the Student Edition help 
students make connections 
between the past and the 
present. The Student Edition 
narrative explains causes and 
effect of key events and 
outcomes in history. Activities in 
the Teacher’s Edition reinforce 
this learning. 

The McGraw-Hill Education 

3. Promotes local, regional, state, national, and global connections, both 
past and present; while also promoting real-world, authentic relationships 
which consider human choice and natural catastrophic events on historic 
outcomes. 

       



current events web site—btw—
includes a variety of articles with 
accompanying questions and 
activities to help students make 
connections between historical 
content and current events. 

 
Information and Communication Skills/Social Studies  

For student proficiency in content standards, the instructional materials will 
include multiple strategies that provide students with the opportunity to: 

       

Primary sources are embedded 
and clearly labeled throughout 
the narrative of the Student 
Edition of each program. Side 
feature Primary Sources are 
found throughout the text and 
are accompanied by Document 
Based Questions (DBQs).  
 
Chapter level assessments also 
include primary source analysis 
activities as do assessments 
available in the Online 
Assessment Center. 
 
Primary Sources are also 
available online at the Student 
Learning Center. In addition, the 
Student Resource Library as 
well as the Resource Library that 
is part of the Teacher Lesson 
Center includes hundreds of 
supplementary primary sources 
along with critical thinking 
questions that assess student 
understanding.  

 

 
4. locate existing social studies content information, specifically primary 

source documents and scholarly journal articles for interpretation, 
analysis, and the creation of original student products appropriate for all 
audiences;  

       

McGraw-Hill is dedicated to 
providing students with 
information that represents 

5. make informed, educated choices based on multiple perspectives, and        



diverse perspectives and 
promotes critical thinking. This is 
particularly important in history 
programs. Each of these 
learning systems stresses the 
important roles that ALL people 
have played in the history of the 
nation and of the world. The 
narrative of both the 
print Student Editions and that 
included on the Student 
Learning Center helps students 
view events from different 
perspectives. Primary Sources 
provide a variety of perspectives 
on the same topic. 

McGraw Hill Networks provides 
access to a range of resources 
available in both the Online 
Student Learning Center and 
Online Teacher Lesson Center. 
These resources/activities may 
be from the school classroom to 
the larger public community. 
Collaborative efforts vary and 
may include the following: 
teaming up to work on a group 
presentation such as the 
interactive skill, how to plan a 
service project with classmates, 
and work on a local issue that 
could involve addressing real-
world problems that students 
learn about in their classroom.  
Hands-on projects, technology 
extensions, and our unique 
Collaborative Discussion 
Thread, provide a means for 
students to collaborate and take 
informed action. 

6. interact with outside resources through opportunities for local, regional, 
state, national, and global collaboration in a variety of curated and/or 
vetted resources. 

       



 
Personal and Workplace Productivity Skills 

 
For student proficiency in content standards, the instructional materials will provide 
students with the opportunity to: 

       

Students are provided with 
research questions and activities 
in the Chapter Assessment in 
the Student Edition under the 
heading Research and 
Presentation activities.  
 
A wide variety of activities are 
included at point-of-use in the 
Teacher Wraparound Edition 
and online lesson plans that 
support student-led research 
projects. In particular, note the 
activities labeled “Writing Skills” 
and “Technology Skills” as select 
versions of those will address 
research and writing skills. 
 
Skillbuilder activities help 
students learn how to use 
primary and secondary sources 
and validate those sources and 
report on research findings. 
The Thinking Like a Historian 
features helps students learn 
how to use primary and 
secondary sources and validate 
those sources and report on 
research findings. 

 

7. conduct research, validate sources, and report ethically on findings;        

The online Student Learning 
Center boosts student 
engagement and provides 
powerful, standards-based 

8. identify, evaluate, and apply appropriate technology tools for a variety of 
purposes; 

       



curriculum with access to 
rigorous content, relevant 
primary sources, and engaging 
videos.  Social studies content 
comes alive as students interact 
with content differentiated to 
their reading level.  Students 
also have the ability to take 
notes, submit assignments all 
online, and collaborate with 
teachers and other 
students about relevant social 
studies topics with online 
discussion boards. 

Each chapter begins and ends 
with an overarching Essential 
Question(s) that encourages 
student inquiry during the study 
of chapter content. Students 
examine the roles of geography, 
government, economic choices, 
citizenship, culture, social 
change, and individual and 
community rights, for example, 
as they pertain subject being 
studied. Research activities and 
an abundant primary and 
secondary source library give 
students the tools they need to 
engage in self-directed inquiry.  

9. engage in self-directed and/or independent inquiry        

The online collaboration tool 
provides opportunities for 
students to participate in online 
discussions or collaborate with 
other students on projects. The 
Teacher’s Edition provides many 
activities for small group work 
and think-pair-share activities. In 

10. Provide a variety of structures for working collaboratively; and        



addition, the Hands-on Chapter 
Projects may be completed in 
small group settings, allowing 
students opportunities to work 
collaboratively. Simulations in 
the high school programs require 
students to work together to 
complete the activity.  

Hands-On Projects and 
Technology Extensions are 
cumulative chapter projects that 
vary in approach but provide 
students an opportunity to 
extend their comprehension with 
meaningful activities. Students 
are encouraged to take different 
roles in the execution of the 
projects allowing them to take 
turns managing the project and 
practicing time management 
skills to meet the due date 
provided by the teacher. 

11. practice time-management and project management skills for problem 
based learning and group projects. 

       

  
B. Developmentally Appropriate Instructional Resources and Strategies 

 
For student proficiency in content standards: 

 
The course was designed for  
grade-level reading which is Lexile 
measured, and includes all of the 
core learning content. The content 
aligns to college and career 
readiness expectations. 
 
The comprehensive Lesson 
Plans included in the Teacher 
Edition and in the Teacher 
Lesson Center provide a variety 
of teaching suggestions that 
teachers may use for different 

 
12. Content is structured to ensure all students meet grade‐specific 

expectations as they develop content knowledge and literacy skills 
aligned to college and career readiness expectations. 

       



learning styles and needs.  The 
Teacher Edition includes 
hundreds of suggestions to 
differentiate instruction, all at 
point-of-use through the lesson.   
 
The chapter interleaf provides a 
“letters and brackets” key, which 
identifies skill-based strategies 
used throughout the lesson, 
including activities that are 
content focused and literacy 
focused.  Suggested outside 
reading lists include different 
reading levels to accommodate 
different learners. Intervention 
and Remediation strategies are 
found at the beginning of every 
chapter. 
 
There are activities to meet all 
learning styles. Lesson videos, 
visual literacy activities, and a 
wealth of online multimedia 
experiences, which include 
interactive timelines, interactive 
photos and interactive maps, 
meet the needs of visual-spatial 
learners, auditory learners, 
interpersonal learners, linguistic 
learners, and logical-
mathematical learners. 
 
The below level reader included 
with the Online Student Edition 
in the Student Learning Center 
provides students with 
comprehensive chapter content 
written below grade level. 
Teachers have the option of 
assigning the Below Level 
Reader to students who need 
the extra reading help. 



 
Within the student edition, 
reinforcement is provided in 
several ways. Each lesson 
includes a Taking Notes activity 
that uses a graphic organizer to 
reinforce student understanding. 
Each topic ends with a Progress 
Check question to reinforce 
student comprehension.  
 
In addition, key academic and 
content vocabulary terms are 
called out in the narrative and 
carefully defined to reinforce 
student retention of the new 
vocabulary. Content knowledge 
is further reinforced in the lesson 
reviews with questions that focus 
on answering the guiding 
questions.  
 
Social studies skills are 
reinforced through critical 
thinking questions that 
accompany all images, maps, 
charts, graphs and special 
features. The chapter 
assessment further reinforces 
skills with several 21st century 
skills activities, document-based 
questions, and extended 
response questions.  
 
The McGraw-Hill Education 
current events web site—btw—
includes a variety of articles with 
accompanying questions and 
activities to help students make 
connections in the context of 
high interest, age‐appropriate 
current event news stories in 
order to better understand real‐

13. Instructional resource includes suggestions for appropriate scaffolding, 
emphasizes the importance of vocabulary acquisition and application, 
provides opportunities to engage in high interest, age‐appropriate 
activities that mirror real‐life situations, and make cross‐curricular, global 
connections.   

       



life situations and make cross‐
curricular and global 
connections.   
 
Assessing Background 
Knowledge activities help 
students link prior knowledge to 
new information they will learn in 
the chapter. 
 
Additional resources available 
online as worksheets include 
Economics of History Activities, 
Geography and History 
Activities, Critical Thinking Skill 
Activities, and more.  
 
Activating prior knowledge is 
taken into consideration by the 
narrative text.  Connections 
between what students know 
and think about are made with 
the text and questions and 
activities that ask students to 
consider what they learned in 
earlier chapters. 

14. Instructional material provides opportunities for students to link prior 
knowledge to new information to construct their own viable mental maps 
and deepen understanding of the connections to the social sciences. 

       

Abundant maps, tables, graphs, 
charts, diagrams, and other 
media are used to teach history, 
geography, civics, and 
economics skills in the Student 
Edition. All also appear, often 
with significant interactivity, in 
the Student Learning Center. 

15. Students are provided with opportunities to analyze and infer relationships 
with maps, tables, charts, graphs, globes, media, and technology sources 
to acquire and apply new information (e.g., global information systems). 

       

Time lines in the Student Edition 
and the Student Learning Center 
provide opportunities for 
students to sequence events in 
chronological order. Taking 
Notes graphic organizer time 
lines, questions in the Lesson 
Review and questions and 

16. Instructional materials offers opportunities for students to sequence 
economic, societal, cultural, and political influences, movements, and 
events in chronological order.  (eg. cultural movements such as the 
counter-culture movement, a societal movement over time such as the 
women's suffrage movement, or tracing the history of free-market 
capitalism, or the events of American Revolution)  

       



activities in the Chapter 
Assessment also provide 
opportunities for students to take 
what they have learned in the 
Student Edition narrative and 
demonstrate that they are able 
to place key influences, 
movements, and events in 
chronological order. 
 
In the Student Edition text, 
students are exposed to 
important themes in the study of 
history, geography, civics, and 
economics. These themes are 
investigated at different points in 
the scope and sequence of the 
learning. Activities and 
assessment questions have 
students make connections 
between different historical time 
periods and “then and now.” 
Activities and questions in the 
Chapter Assessment ask 
students to use problem solving 
approaches in response to 
complex issues. Additional 
activities are provided in the 
Teacher Edition. In the World 
History and Geography text, the 
final chapter focuses on themes 
in the contemporary world, such 
as science, technology, and the 
environment.  

 
17. Instructional materials provides opportunities for students to investigate 

issues that are interconnected thematically or chronologically (e.g., 
colonialism, poverty, human rights, environment, energy, safety, 
immigration, conflict) to solve complex problems suggesting the possibility 
of multiple solutions.  

       

The program was built using the 
principles of Understanding by 
Design®—an approach to 
backward design developed by 
Jay McTighe and Grant Wiggins. 
Each chapter planner in the 
Teacher Edition sets out the 
Enduring Understanding that will 

18. Instructional resources include guiding questions and essential questions 
to aid students' development of social awareness and a deeper 
understanding of the social sciences. 

       



be achieved with mastery of the 
chapter content. Teachers are 
also provided with a 
comprehensive list of objectives, 
entitled “Students Will Know” 
and a list of skills entitled 
“Students Will Be Able To” for 
the chapter. To reach the 
Enduring Understanding, each 
chapter in the student edition 
begins with one or more 
Essential Questions. Each 
lesson is broken into a series of 
topics. Each topic includes a 
Guiding Question. As students 
master the content and are able 
to answer the Guiding 
Questions, their ability to 
respond and reflect on the 
Essential Questions increases. 
As students achieve the ability to 
answer the Essential Questions, 
they achieve the Enduring 
Understanding. The lesson 
reviews and the chapter 
assessments are aligned with 
the objectives. Each lesson 
review and chapter assessment 
includes questions that ask 
students to answer the Guiding 
Question. Each chapter activities 
page includes an activity that 
explores the Essential Question 
and in the Teacher’s Edition, 
teachers are provided with 
activities to wrap-up the chapter, 
including a review of the 
chapter’s Enduring 
Understanding.  Each lesson 
review contains a writing prompt 
that broadens students’ 



knowledge of the social 
sciences, as do the DBQ 
questions in the Chapter 
Assessment. 

Intervention and remediation 
strategies are found at the 
beginning of every chapter. 
Specific activities for English 
Language Learners (ELL), 
Approaching Level (AL), and 
Beyond Level (BL) are included 
in the print and digital lesson 
plans. These activities are 
identified by small AL, BL, and 
ELL icons. Specific reading 
strategies are designed to assist 
English Learners and students 
who struggle with reading. 

19. Provide resources for intervention, enrichment, and to allow for 
personalized learning.         

 
McGraw-Hill Education’s current 
events website btw offers 
engaging, up-to-date, student-
centric coverage of current 
events in the United States and 
around the globe. Election 
Central, McGraw-Hill’s civics and 
election website provides 
information on local, state, and 
national elections and current 
political issues.  

 

20. Materials provide a real-time electronic resource which students can 
access for updates on regional, state, national and global information.        

  
C. Career Development/Life Planning/Global Citizenship 
For student proficiency in content standards, the instructional materials will provide students with the opportunity to: 

 
McGraw-Hill Education’s current 
events website btw contains 
stories and information on 
different careers and career 

21. Develop Career Awareness 
        



paths for students to explore. 
From the Home menu, select 
Careers for a range of articles 
and accompanying activities. 
The Understanding Economics 
program Student Edition 
includes featured careers in 
each chapter. 
 
McGraw-Hill Education’s current 
events website btw contains 
stories and information on 
different careers and career 
paths for students to explore. 
From the Home menu, select 
Careers for a range of articles 
and accompanying activities. 
The Understanding Economics 
program Student Edition 
includes featured careers in 
each chapter for students to 
explore, such as a Physician’s 
Assistant, Consumer Advocate 
Lawyer, and Human Resources 
Specialist. 
 

22. Explore Career and Life Plans        

          McGraw-Hill School Education is 
committed to publishing 
pedagogically sound, high-
quality, educational material that 
is fair, unbiased, and that 
recognizes the unique 
contributions of people of all 
races, cultures, and faiths. 
Students are presented with 
information that represents 
diverse perspectives and 
promotes critical thinking. 
Primary sources provide a variety 
of perspectives on the same 
topic. 

23. Acquire a Diverse and Knowledgeable World View.        



 
In McGraw-Hill Education 
networks programs students 
learn about social justice 
movements in the United States 
and around the world. Questions 
in the Student Edition and 
activities in the Teacher’s Edition 
have students make connections 
to the social justice movements 
presented in the text and current 
issues in their communities. 
McGraw-Hill Education’s current 
events website btw includes 
articles about social justice 
issues and accompanying 
questions and activities. 
 

24. Promote Social Justice 
        

 
McGraw-Hill Education’s election 
and civics website Election 
Central includes articles and 
information on citizenship skills 
and leadership skills in the 
Citizenship in Action section. 
Students learn about historic and 
modern leaders as both role 
models and examples or 
irresponsible leadership. In 
addition, students have 
opportunities to model 
responsible leadership by taking 
leadership roles on small group 
projects.  

25. Promote Responsible Leadership 
        

McGraw-Hill Education’s Online 
Student Center includes 
supplementary materials on 
personal financial literacy that 
promote financial responsibility. 
McGraw-Hill’s website Election 
Central includes a section on 
Citizenship in Action. Here 

26. Promote Financial Responsibility 
        



students learn about the 
financial aspects of good 
citizenship such as obeying the 
law and paying taxes.  
  

D. Assessment  
 

McGraw-Hill networks™ includes 
a variety 
of purposeful assessment 
instruments to support 
instruction and assess student 
mastery of the content. Both 
formative and summative 
options are available in print and 
online. Assessments include a 
variety of question types such as 
selected response, short 
answer, essay, oral, and 
research-based projects to 
check for mastery of student 
content. 

Formative and authentic 
assessments are referenced in 
the Understanding by Design® 
lesson plan in the Teacher 
Edition, and found in the 
Teacher Lesson Center online 
and include Hands-on Chapter 
Projects, Simulations, and 
DBQs. 
  
Summative assessments include 
Lesson Quizzes provides daily 
and on-going assessment. 
Chapter Tests are available as 
Traditional (multiple choice, 
true/false, short answer, 
matching, etc.) and as 
Document-Based Questions 
(DBQ) tests.  The DBQ tests are 
short answer and essay 

 
27. To ensure a balanced assessment, the instructional material will provide 

tools for a balanced approach to assessment including both formative and 
summative assessments in multiple formats (e.g.,  rubrics, document 
based questions (DBQs), performance-based measures, open-ended 
questioning, portfolio evaluation, and multimedia simulations) that not only 
guide instruction but also identify student mastery of content.   

       



questions.  

Rubrics for evaluating chapter 
hands-on projects are provided 
online. In addition, a bank of 
Rubrics that can be used for a 
variety of authentic assessments 
are found in the Teacher 
Resource Library’s assessment 
tab. 

 E. Organization, Presentation and Format 

 The online Student Resource 
Library provides a variety of 
materials that are tightly aligned 
to the content in each program.  
 
The online Student Lesson 
Center includes videos, 
interactive graphs, maps, charts, 
graphic organizers, audio and 
much more. Students can take 
notes, highlight, and save and 
submit assignments online.  In 
addition, there are Hands-On 
Projects with Technology 
Extensions that include 
simulations, real-life situations, 
and other experiential activities.  
The Technology Extensions 
incorporate the use of avatars, 
blogs, wikis, Google 
spreadsheets, and other 
applications that appeal to 
students used to working in a 
digital environment.  
 
The Student Edition art and 
graphics program provides 
uncluttered easy-to-read 
designs to enhance student 
understanding of key social 

28. Information is organized logically and presented clearly using multiple 
methods and modes for delivering instruction that motivate and increase 
literacy as students engage in high interest, authentic activities. 

 

       



studies content. These graphics, 
usually accompanied by 
questions that assess student 
understanding of the visuals, 
include photographs, art, maps, 
graphs, and charts. 
 
The print and online Teacher 
Editions provide step-by-step 
lesson plans for each 
chapter and lesson of the 
programs. Lesson Plans include 
interactive whiteboard activities, 
slide shows, lecture slides, 
videos, interactive maps, and 
other projectable resources to 
engage students.  

 

McGraw-Hill networks: A Social 
Studies Learning System is a 
highly interactive series for 
teaching core curriculum and 
electives for grades 6-12 through 
interactive online teacher and 
student centers. Media such as 
videos, interactive maps, 
interactive photographs, images, 
charts, graphs, political cartoons, 
games, and graphic organizers 
enhance instruction and extend 
student learning.  

29. The use of media enhances instruction and learning. 

 
       

         The complete digital programs for 
students and teachers are 
accessible online through 
ConnectED. 

30. The instructional resource includes a digital file of the student and teacher 
edition, accessible via the internet or an electronic storage device (e.g. USB 
drive, CD, DVD, etc.). 

 

       

 

 



SPECIFIC EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 

2019-2025 
Group I – Social Studies 

World Studies 
 
The following four areas of social studies form the majority of the high school courses that are not content specific (e.g. geography and economics): 
 
Civics 
Civics addresses both citizenship and political systems. Citizenship education prepares students to be informed, active and effective citizens who accept their 
responsibilities, understand their privileges and rights and participate actively in society and government. To be successful participants in society, students must 
understand how to build social capital (a network of social relationships) that encourages reciprocity and trust, two characteristics of civic virtue and good 
citizenship. Students must be able to research issues, form reasoned opinions, support their positions and engage in the political process. Students exercise 
tolerance and empathy, respect the rights of others, and share a concern for the common good while acting responsibly with the interests of the larger community 
in mind. Students must learn and practice intellectual and participatory skills essential for an involved citizenry. To develop these skills, the curriculum must extend 
beyond the school to include experiences in the workplace and service in the community. While studying political systems, students develop global awareness and 
study the foundations of various world governments and the strategies they employ to achieve their goals. With respect to the United States, students learn the 
underlying principles of representative democracy, the constitutional separation of powers and the rule of law. Students learn the origins and meaning of the 
principles, ideals and core democratic values expressed in the foundational documents of the United States. Students recognize the need for authority, 
government and the rights and responsibilities of citizens. 
 
Economics 
Economics analyzes the production, allocation, distribution and use of resources. The economic principles include an understanding of scarcity and choice, 
productivity, markets and prices, supply and demand, competition, role of government, international trade factors and consumer decisions in a global economy. 
Understanding economic principles, whole economies and the interactions between different types of economies helps students comprehend the exchange of 
information, capital and products across the globe. Learners investigate economic principles and their application to historical situations. Learners will work 
cooperatively and individually to analyze how basic economic principles affect their daily lives. Students become financially responsible by examining the 
consequences of and practicing personal financial decision-making.  
 
Geography 
Geography encompasses physical and human systems and the interactions between them on local and global scales. People interact with the natural world in 
culturally distinct ways to produce unique places, which change over time. New technologies and perspectives of geography provide students with an 
understanding of the world, and the ability to evaluate information in spatial terms. The geography standards stress the world in which we live and the role of the 
U.S. in the global community. Students use geographic perspectives and technology to interpret culture, environment and the connection between them. Students 
collaborate with one another and work individually using geographic skills and tools to ask geographic questions based on the five themes of geography (location, 
place, human-environmental interaction, movement and regions). They acquire the necessary information, organize and analyze the information and respond to 
those geographic questions. Students examine the varying ways in which people interact with their environments and appreciate the diversity and similarities of 
cultures and places created by those interactions.  
 
History 
History organizes events and phenomena in terms of when they occurred and examines where, how and why they took place. Students study how individuals and 



societies have changed and interacted over time. They organize events through chronologies and evaluate cause-and-effect relationships among them. Students 
analyze how individuals, groups and nations have shaped cultural heritages. They gather historical data, examine, analyze and interpret this data, and present 
their results in a clear, critical manner. Students study origins and evolutions of culture hearths, settlements, civilizations, states, nations, nation-states, 
governments and economic developments. Through history, students understand the identity and origins of their families, communities, state and nation. Through 
history, students recognize the influence of world events on the development of the United States and they evaluate the influence of the United States on the 
world. Understanding the past helps students prepare for today and the events of the future.  
 
 

College- and Career-Readiness Indicators for Social Studies 
 

The grades K-12 standards on the following pages define what students should know, understand, and be able to do by the end of each grade band. They 
correspond to the College- and Career-Readiness Indicators for Social Studies by grade band (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12). The College- and Career-Readiness 
Indicators and grade-specific standards are necessary complements – the former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity – that 
together define the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate. 
 
Integration of Literacy in Social Studies 
Literacy strategies and skills are applied as students acquire information and communicate their learning and understanding of social studies. Integration of literacy 
in social studies is critical for student success. It is essential that literacy strategy and skill instruction be purposefully and appropriately planned and embedded 
within social studies instruction. 
 

 

World Studies 
World Studies engages students in the study of the development and evolution of the historic, economic, geographic, political and social structures of the cultural 
regions of the world from the dawn of civilization to the Twentieth Century. Special attention is given to the formation and evolution of societies into complex 
political and economic systems. Students are engaged in critical thinking and problem-solving skills using maps, spreadsheets, charts, graphs, text and other data 
from a variety of credible sources. Students synthesize the information to predict events and anticipate outcomes as history evolves through the ages.  
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I  A  M  N 

  
A. Civics 

 
Student Edition: 
12, 80-81, 87, 137, 153, 229-230, 

1. Describe the roles of citizens and their responsibilities (e.g., prehistoric 
societies, river civilizations, classical civilizations, feudal systems,        



335-336, 415, 495 
Analyzing Primary Sources 415 
Chart 229 
Connections to Today 87 
Primary Sources 243 
Reading Progress Check 81 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 153; OTO 80, 415; RS 80, 
495; VS 229 

developing nation states and neo-feudal systems). 

Student Edition: 
336, 393-395, 485, 509, 674 
Analyzing Primary Sources 509 
Answering the Guiding Questions 
305 #6 
Charts/Graphs 58 
Geography Connection 395 
Guiding Question 393 
Reading Progress Check 395 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 336, 393; RS 485; VS 395 

2. Analyze and connect the status, roles and responsibilities of free men, 
women, children, slaves and foreigners across time in various civilizations. 

       

Student Edition: 
57-58 
Analyzing Primary Sources 195 
Answering the Guiding Questions 
58 #4 
Charts/Graphs 58 
Critical Thinking 58 #1, #2 
DBQ 195, 199 #1, #2, #3, 243 #1, 
#2, #3, 499 #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6 
Guiding Question 57 
Primary Sources 199, 243, 498-
499 
Table 153 #1, #2 
Writing Activity 58 #5 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 57; OTO 57; RS 153 

3. Analyze and evaluate various ways of organizing systems of government 
in order to illustrate the continuity and change in the role of government 
over time (e.g., Hammurabi’s Code, the Twelve Tables of Rome, Justinian 
Code, Magna Carta, English Bill of Rights, Articles of Confederation and the 
U.S. Constitution). 

       

Student Edition: 
151, 349, 575-576, 677 
Guiding Question 575, 677 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 677; R1 575; R2 572; RS 
151, 677 

4. Compare and contrast political ideologies in order to analyze the evolving 
role of government in world affairs prior to the year 1900 (e.g., 
democracies, republics, dictatorships, various types of monarchies, 
oligarchies, theocracies and parliamentary systems). 

       



Student Edition: 
879 
Answering the Guiding Questions 
879 #6 
Guiding Question 879 
Reading Progress Check 879 
Writing Activity 879 #7, #8 
Digital Student Edition: 
CH 29, L 1, P 2 
CH 35, L 2, P 9 
Teacher Edition: 
MC 879; VS 879 

5. Research and categorize multiple current and historical world aid 
organizations and assess the importance of global volunteerism as a 21st 
century citizen (e.g., Amnesty International, Doctors Without Borders, 
Human Rights Campaign, International Red Cross, Invisible Children, Peace 
Corps, etc.). 

       

  
B.  Economics 

 
Student Edition: 
880-884 
Geography Connection 37 #2, 235 
#1, #2, 312 #1, #2, 392 #1, #2, 
395 #1, #2, 882 #1, #2 
Guiding Question 880, 881, 883 
Step Into the Place 106-107, 305, 
452-453 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 106; OTO 235, 392, 881; VS 
37, 106, 235, 305, 312, 395 

6. Examine and illustrate the trade patterns (e.g., resource allocation, 
mercantilism and other economic systems) of regions of the world across 
time and explain their significance to the evolution of global economics. 

       

These page references discuss 
global trade and can be used with 
teacher instruction to meet this 
standard. 
Student Edition: 
880-884 
Geography Connection 37 #2, 235 
#1, #2, 312 #1, #2, 392 #1, #2, 
395 #1, #2, 882 #1, #2 
Guiding Question 880, 881, 883 
Step Into the Place 106-107, 305, 
452-453 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 106; OTO 235, 392, 881; VS 
37, 106, 235, 305, 312, 395 

7. Identify types of exchange systems (e.g., barter, money) and the role 
forms of currency play in acquiring goods and services. 

       



880-884 
Geography Connection 37 #2, 235 
#1, #2, 312 #1, #2, 392 #1, #2, 
395 #1, #2, 882 #1, #2 
Guiding Question 880, 881, 883 
Step Into the Place 106-107, 305, 
452-453 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 106; OTO 235, 392, 881; VS 
37, 106, 235, 305, 312, 395 

8. Analyze the importance of family, labor specialization and regional 
commerce in the development of global trade systems. 

       

Student Edition: 
161-162, 183-186, 285-287, 384-
385 
Answering the Guiding Questions 
162 #5, 186 #3, #4, #5 
Guiding Question 161, 285, 384 
Reading Progress Check 162, 385 
Digital Student Edition: 
CH 24, L 1, P 2 
Teacher Edition: 
OTO 161, 183; RS 161 

9. Define scarcity, demonstrate the role of opportunity costs in decision 
making, and examine economic reasons for the rise and fall of civilizations 
(e.g., Roman Empire, the Crusades and Imperialism). 

       

  
C. Geography 

 
Student Edition: 
912-941 
Step Into the Place 3, 25, 55, 75, 
107, 129, 149, 177, 205, 227, 249, 
279, 305, 325, 365, 383, 407, 433, 
453, 474-475, 505, 533, 565, 591, 
619, 643, 671, 695, 725, 757, 
778-779, 811, 833, 869 
Teacher Edition: 
OTO 3, 453; V1 278, 382, 432; VS 
3, 25, 55, 106, 128, 149, 205, 226, 
305, 324, 406, 474, 532, 591, 619, 
671, 695, 725, 757, 868 

10. Use different types of maps, terminology, and geographic tools to 
analyze features on Earth to investigate and solve geographic questions. 

       

Student Edition: 
232-233, 888-889 
Answering the Guiding Questions 
889 #4 
Critical Thinking 888 

11. Explain how altering the environment has brought prosperity to some 
places and created environmental dilemmas for others. 

       



Geography Connection 10 #1, #2 
Guiding Question 888 
Reading Progress Check 889 
Digital Student Edition: 
CH 35, L 4, P 6 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 232; OTO 10, 888; RS 232 
Student Edition: 
Geography Skills Handbook 945-
955 
Geography Connection 945 #1, 
#2, #3, 947 #1, #2, #3, #4, #5 949 
#1, #2, #3, #4, #5, 951 #1, #2, #3, 
#4, #5, #6, 953 #1, #2, #3, 955 #1, 
#2 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 945, 948, 949, 950, 951, 
946, 947, 952; RS 947V1 946; V2 
946; VS 945; WS 952 

12. Apply geography skills to help investigate issues and justify possible 
resolutions involving people, places and environments. 

       

Student Edition: 
38-39, 234, 390-395 
Analyzing Visuals 322 #18, #19, 
#20 
Charts/Graphs 391 
Geography Connection 5 #1, #2, 
10 #1, #2, 32 #1, #2, 37, 83 #1, 
#2, 235 #1, #2, 286, 312 #1, #2, 
392 
Teacher Edition: 
OTO 5, 10, 32, 286, 312; VS 37, 
391 

13. Explain how migration of people and movement of goods and ideas can 
enrich cultures, but also create tensions. 

       

Student Edition: 
36-37, 40-41, 76-77, 306-307, 
391-392, 938-939 
Geography Connection 307 #1, 
#2, 392 #1, #2, 395 #1, #2 
Guiding Question 36, 40 
Reading Progress Check 37 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 36; OTO 392, 393; RS 37; 
WS 36 

14. Explain how the uneven distribution of resources in the world can lead 
to conflict, competition or cooperation among nations, regions, and cultural 
groups. 

       

Student Edition: 15. Use maps, charts and graphs to depict the geographic implications of        



912-941 
Step Into the Place 3, 25, 55, 75, 
107, 129, 149, 177, 205, 227, 249, 
279, 305, 325, 365, 383, 407, 433, 
453, 474-475, 505, 533, 565, 591, 
619, 643, 671, 695, 725, 757, 
778-779, 811, 833, 869 
Teacher Edition: 
OTO 3, 453; V1 278, 382, 432; VS 
3, 25, 55, 106, 128, 149, 205, 226, 
305, 324, 406, 474, 532, 591, 619, 
671, 695, 725, 757, 868 

world events. 

  
D. History 

 
Student Edition: 
4-8, 9-13 
Answering the Guiding Questions 
8 #3, #4, #5, 13 #3, #4 
Geography Connection 5 #1, #2, 
10 #1, #2 
Guiding Question 4, 6, 7, 9 
Reading Progress Check 6 
Step Into the Place 3 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 7, 8; OTO 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10; 
RS 4, 5; VS 3; WS 4 

16. Demonstrate an understanding of prehistory, the concept of change 
over time and the emergence of civilization. 
• Analyze the interaction of early humans with their environment and 

evaluate their decisions (e.g., hunting, migration, shelter, food and 
clothing.) 

• Detail and predict the causes and effects of the Agricultural Revolution.        

Student Edition: 
14-17, 26-30, 36-39, 40-44 
Analyzing Primary Sources 29 
Answering the Guiding Questions 
17 #3, #4, #5, 30 #3, #4, #5, #6, 
39 #3, #4, #5, 44 #3, #4, #5 
DBQ 29 #1, #2 
Geography Connection 15, 16, 27, 
37 
Thinking Like a Historian 17 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 14, 15; OTO 27; RS 16, 17, 
28; VS 15; WS 16 

17. Demonstrate an understanding of ancient river civilizations and the 
ways in which early civilizations evolve. 
• Compare and contrast the causes and effects of the rise and decline of 

ancient river valley civilizations. 
• Investigate and detail the various components of culture and 

civilization including customs, norms, values, traditions, political 
systems, economic systems, religious beliefs and philosophies in 
ancient river civilizations. 

       

Student Edition: 
85-89, 90-94, 108-111, 112-115 
Answering the Guiding Questions 

18. Demonstrate an understanding of classical civilizations and the 
influence of those civilizations across time and space.        



89 #3, #4, #5, 94 #3, #4, #5, 111 
#4, #5, 115 #3, #4 
Connections to Today 87 
Geography Connection 86, 89 
Guiding Question 85 
Teacher Edition: 
C1 86; C2 86; CTS 85, 87, 88, 89; 
OTO 85, 86, 87; WS 86 

• Compare and contrast the causes and effects of the rise and decline of 
classical civilizations. 

• Analyze the impact of religion on classical civilizations, including the rise 
and growth of Christianity and Hinduism, and the effects of their beliefs 
and practices on daily life, changes that occurred as a result of Buddhist 
teachings, and the influence of a variety of religions on culture and 
politics. 

Student Edition: 
178-182, 194-197, 206-209, 228-
231, 232-236, 250-254, 255-259, 
260-264 
Answering the Guiding Questions 
182 #3, #4, #5, 197 #3, #4, #5, #6, 
209 #3, #4, #5, 231 #3, #4, #5, 
236 #3, #4, #5, #6 
Chart 229 
Geography Connection 180, 196 
Step Into the Place 177 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 177; OTO 178, 179, 180, 194 

19. Demonstrate an understanding of Middle Age societies and the 
influence of those societies on the history of the world in areas of social, 
political and economic change. 
• Investigate and explain the influence of the Byzantine Empire, including 

the role the Empire played in preserving Hellenistic (Greek) learning. 
• Summarize the functions of feudalism and manorialism in Europe, 

China and Japan (including the creation of nation-states) as feudal 
institutions helped monarchies centralize power. 

• Outline the origins of religion in the Middle East and the changing role 
of women in that region through to the modern (or contemporary) 
period. 

• Identify and evaluate the individual, political, religious and economic 
roles in medieval society. 

• Analyze the social, political and economic upheaval and recovery that 
occurred in Europe during the Middle Ages, including the plague and 
the subsequent population decline, the predominance of religion and 
the impact of the crusades. 

• Summarize the economic, geographic and social influences of African 
and trans-Saharan trade, including education and the growth of cities. 

• Examine and assess the effects of warfare on society during the Middle 
Ages. 

       

Student Edition: 
352-357, 366-370, 384-389, 482-
487 
Answering the Guiding Questions 
357; #3, #4, #5, #6, 370 #3, #4, 
#5, 389 #3, #4, #5, #6, 487 #3, #4, 
#5, #6 
Primary Sources 359, 377 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 352, 353, 354; OTO 354, 

20. Demonstrate an understanding of the changes in society because of the 
Renaissance, Reformation, Age of Exploration and the Enlightenment. 
• Compare the impacts of the Renaissance on life in Europe (e.g., 

Humanism, art, literature, music and architecture). 
• Analyze the religious reformations and their effects on theology, 

politics and economics. 
• Summarize the origins and contributions of the scientific revolution. 
• Explain how European needs/wants for foreign products contributed to 

       



355, 356, 366, 367, 368; RS 352, 
353, 355; WS 354 

the Age of Exploration. 
• Explain the ways that Enlightenment ideas spread through Europe and 

their effect on society (e.g., John Locke, Voltaire, Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau and Baron de Montesquieu.) 

Student Edition: 
296-297, 408-412, 413-416, 417-
421, 442-446, 454-459, 488-492, 
506-511, 534-539 
Answering the Guiding Questions 
297 #6, 412 #3, #4, #5, #6, 416 
#3, #4, #5, 421 #3, #4, #5, 446 #3, 
#4, #5, 459 #3, #4, #5, #6, 492 #3, 
#4, 511 #3, #4, #5, #6, #7, 539 #3, 
#4, #5, #6 
Guiding Question 296 
Reading Progress Check 297 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 296; RS 296, 297; VS 297 

21. Demonstrate an understanding of the global political environment of 
the sixteenth through the nineteenth centuries. 
• Explain the long-term effects of political changes because of the 

emergence of strong monarchial governments. 
• Describe the Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions and determine 

their impact on the evolution of society. 
• Analyze the causes and effects of political revolutions and determine 

their impact on the formation of governments and on the citizens of a 
society (e.g., French, Italian, German, Latin America, etc.). 

• Illustrate the significant political, commercial and cultural changes that 
took place in China. 

• Compare the political actions of European, Asian and African nations in 
the era of imperial expansion. 

• Assess the impact of colonization on both the mother countries and 
their colonies. 

• Explain the causes and effects of political, social and economic 
transformation in Europe in the nineteenth century, including the 
significance of nationalism, the impact of industrialization on different 
countries and the effects of democratization. 

       

 


