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NON-NEGOTIABLE EVALUATION CRITERIA 

 
2019-2025 

Group I – Social Studies 
CCR 6th Grade 

 
 
Equity, Accessibility and Format 
Yes No CRITERIA NOTES 
  1. INTER-ETHNIC 

The instructional materials meet the requirements of inter-
ethnic: concepts, content and illustrations, as set by WV 
Board of Education Policy 2445.41. 

McGraw-Hill Education and McGraw-Hill School Education, LLC, are 
committed to publishing pedagogically sound, high-quality, educational 
material that is fair, unbiased, and that recognizes the unique 
contributions of people of all races, cultures, and faiths. 
 
To ensure that our textbooks meet these high standards, all textbooks 
are authored by scholars and educators who are recognized experts in 
their areas of specialty. McGraw-Hill School Education, LLC also submits 
manuscripts to independent scholars and teachers for their review. The 
recommendations of these educators and specialists are then 
incorporated into the manuscript to ensure that the materials are 
accurate and unbiased, present the materials in an age-appropriate and 
meaningful manner, and reflect the most current research in the subject 
area. 

  2. EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
The instructional material meets the requirements of equal 

McGraw-Hill Education and McGraw-Hill School Education, LLC, are 
committed to publishing pedagogically sound, high-quality, educational 



opportunity: concepts, content, illustration, heritage, roles 
contributions, experiences and achievements of males and 
females in American and other cultures. 

material that is fair, unbiased, and that recognizes the unique 
contributions of people of all races, cultures, and faiths. 
 
To ensure that our textbooks meet these high standards, all textbooks 
are authored by scholars and educators who are recognized experts in 
their areas of specialty. McGraw-Hill School Education, LLC also submits 
manuscripts to independent scholars and teachers for their review. The 
recommendations of these educators and specialists are then 
incorporated into the manuscript to ensure that the materials are 
accurate and unbiased, present the materials in an age-appropriate and 
meaningful manner, and reflect the most current research in the subject 
area. 

  3. FORMAT 
This resource includes an interactive electronic/digital  
component for students. 

This program offers both an engaging, student friendly text in print and 
online and the Online Student Learning Center to draw your students 
into rigorous learning experiences. 

  4. BIAS 
The instructional material is free of political bias. 

McGraw-Hill Education and McGraw-Hill School Education, LLC, are 
committed to publishing pedagogically sound, high-quality, educational 
material that is fair, unbiased, and that recognizes the unique 
contributions of people of all races, cultures, and faiths. 
 
To ensure that our textbooks meet these high standards, all textbooks 
are authored by scholars and educators who are recognized experts in 
their areas of specialty. McGraw-Hill School Education, LLC also submits 
manuscripts to independent scholars and teachers for their review. The 
recommendations of these educators and specialists are then 
incorporated into the manuscript to ensure that the materials are 
accurate and unbiased, present the materials in an age-appropriate and 
meaningful manner, and reflect the most current research in the subject 
area. 

  5. COMMON CORE 
The instructional materials do not reference Common Core 
academic standards.  (WV Code §18-2E-1b-1) 

This program does not reference Common Core State Standards.  

 
  



GENERAL EVALUATION CRITERIA 

2019-2025 
Group I – Social Studies 

Grade 6 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS ADOPTION:  COLLEGE- AND CAREER-READINESS LEARNING EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 

The general evaluation criteria apply to each grade level and are to be evaluated for each grade level unless otherwise specified.  These criteria consist of 
information critical to the development of all grade levels.  In reading the general evaluation criteria and subsequent specific grade level criteria, e.g. means 
“examples of” and i.e. means that “each of” those items must be addressed.   Eighty percent of the general and eighty percent of the specific criteria must be 
met with I (In-depth) or A (Adequate) in order to be recommended. 
 

 

(Vendor/Publisher) 
COMPLETE CORRELATION OF 

SPECIFIC LOCATION OF 
CONTENT WITHIN PRODUCT 

(IMR Committee) Responses 
 

I=In-depth 
 

A=Adequate 
 

M=Minimal 
 

N=Nonexistent 
 I  A  M  N 

 In addition to alignment with the College- and Career-Readiness Standards (CCRSs), materials 
must also clearly connect to  the Student Success Standards which include opportunities for 
students to develop: 

  
A. Developing personal and educational skills 
 

Each chapter begins and ends 
with an overarching Essential 
Question(s) that encourages 
student inquiry during the study of 
chapter content. Students 
examine the roles of geography, 
government, economic choices, 
citizenship, culture, social 
change, and individual and 
community rights, for example, as 
they pertain to the period of 
history under study.  
 
Our programs also include 

 
Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills 
 
Social Studies Content: 
  
1. is presented in a way that deepens student understanding through 

meaningful and challenging inquiry-based learning that builds on 
prior knowledge and promotes social science connections (e.g., the 
importance that geography, economics and civics play within 
historical and current events, understanding the importance of 
sociological and psychological connections to society, the 
importance of historical and current events in civic decision making);  

   
 
 

    
 
 



Hands-on Chapter Projects that 
apply the principles of 
construction of knowledge 
through the use of disciplined 
inquiry. The Technology 
Extensions for these chapter 
projects offer yet another vital 
realm of disciplined inquiry.  
 
The Teacher Edition and online 
teacher lesson plans include a 
variety of activities that also serve 
to activate inquiry-based thinking 
and deepen student 
understanding, especially those 
labeled with “Visual Skills” or 
Critical Thinking Skills.” 
 
Other constructions of knowledge 
resources include our current 
events Web site that includes 
high-interest news articles written 
for the social studies classroom 
and allows for additional 
opportunities for disciplined 
inquiry and making connections in 
the social sciences. 
 
 
Opportunities for complex 
thinking and analysis are 
integrated throughout the Student 
and Teacher Editions. Writing 
prompts in Lesson Reviews and 
Chapter Assessments, Critical 
Thinking questions and DBQ 
responses require students to 
engage in complex thinking and 
analysis. Features such as Teen 
Citizens In Action,” “Issues to 
Debate,” “Landmark Supreme 
Court Cases,” “What Do You 
Think?” “America’s  Literature,” 

2. engages in complex thinking and analysis in the social sciences 
which promotes the development of multiple perspectives, thoughtful 
well-framed questions and thoughtful judgment applicable to 
students’ own lives and future situations; and 

       



“Biographies,” “Thinking Like a 
Historian,” “Connections to 
Today,” and “Then and Now,” 
features, as well as integrated 
primary sources introduce 
students to multiple perspectives.  
Questions and activities are 
created to help students apply the 
knowledge to their own lives. The 
Teacher Edition provides 
activities to extend critical thinking 
and to help the teacher make 
connections to students’ lives. 

Each chapter is introduced by 
features that support making 
connections and promoting real-
world, authentic relationships. 
The “Place & Time” feature 
serves to situate the material to 
be covered by that chapter within 
the context of a map as well as a 
comparative time line and 
includes critical thinking 
questions intended to help 
students use their geographic 
reasoning skills as well as to 
make connections between place 
and time, both past and present. 
The “Real-Life Civics” feature 
addresses issues that students 
will be learning about and makes 
them relevant to the world they 
live in.  

“Connections to Today” activities 
within the Student Edition help 
students make connections 
between the past and the 
present. The Student Edition 
narrative explains causes and 
effect of key events and 
outcomes in history. Activities in 

3. Promotes local, regional, state, national, and global connections, 
both past and present; while also promoting real-world, authentic 
relationships which consider human choice and natural catastrophic 
events on historic outcomes. 

       



the Teacher’s Edition reinforce 
this learning. 

The McGraw-Hill Education 
current events web site—btw—
includes a variety of articles with 
accompanying questions and 
activities to help students make 
connections between historical 
content and current events. 
 

Information and Communication Skills/Social Studies  

For student proficiency in content standards, the instructional materials will 
include multiple strategies that provide students with the opportunity to: 

       

Primary sources are embedded 
and clearly labeled throughout the 
narrative of the Student Edition of 
each program.  
 
Chapter level assessments also 
include primary source analysis 
activities as do assessments 
available in the Online 
Assessment Center. 
 
Primary Sources are also 
available online at the Student 
Learning Center. In addition, the 
Student Resource Library as well 
as the Resource Library that is 
part of the Teacher Lesson 
Center includes hundreds of 
supplementary primary sources 
along with critical thinking 
questions that assess student 
understanding.  
 

 
4. locate existing social studies content information, specifically primary 

source documents and scholarly journal articles for interpretation, 
analysis, and the creation of original student products appropriate for 
all audiences;  

       

McGraw-Hill is dedicated to 
providing students with 
information that represents 
diverse perspectives and 

5. make informed, educated choices based on multiple perspectives, 
and 

       



promotes critical thinking. This is 
particularly important in history 
and civics programs. Each of 
these learning systems stresses 
the important roles that ALL 
people have played in the history 
of the nation and of the world. 
The narrative of both the 
print Student Editions and that 
included on the Student Learning 
Center helps students view 
events from different 
perspectives. Primary Sources 
provide a variety of perspectives 
on the same topic. 

 
McGraw Hill Networks provides 
access to a range of resources 
available in both the Online 
Student Learning Center and 
Online Teacher Lesson Center. 
These resources/activities may 
could be from the school 
classroom to the larger public 
community. Collaborative efforts 
vary and may include the 
following: teaming up to work on 
a group presentation such as an 
interactive skill, how to plan a 
service project with classmates, 
or work on a local issue that could 
involve addressing real-world 
problems that students learn 
about in their classroom.  Hands-
on Projects, Technology 
Extensions, and our unique 
Collaborative Discussion Thread, 
provide a means for students to 
collaborate and take informed 
action. 

6. interact with outside resources through opportunities for local, 
regional, state, national, and global collaboration in a variety of 
curated and/or vetted resources. 

       

 
Personal and Workplace Productivity Skills 

       



 
For student proficiency in content standards, the instructional materials will 
provide students with the opportunity to: 

Students are provided with 
research questions and activities 
in the Chapter Assessment in the 
Student Edition under the 
heading Research and 
Presentation activities.  
 
A wide variety of activities are 
included at point-of-use in the 
Teacher Edition and online lesson 
plans that support student-led 
research projects. In particular, 
note the activities labeled “Writing 
Skills” and “Technology Skills” as 
select versions of those will 
address research and writing 
skills. 
 
The “Thinking Like a Historian” 
features helps students learn how 
to use primary and secondary 
sources and validate those 
sources and report on research 
findings. 
 

7. conduct research, validate sources, and report ethically on findings;        

The online Student Learning 
Center boosts student 
engagement and provides 
powerful, standards-based 
curriculum with access to rigorous 
content, relevant primary sources, 
and engaging videos.  Social 
studies content comes alive as 
students interact with content 
differentiated to their reading 
level.  Students also have the 
ability to take notes, submit 
assignments all online, and 

8. identify, evaluate, and apply appropriate technology tools for a 
variety of purposes; 

       



collaborate with teachers and 
other students about relevant 
social studies topics with online 
discussion boards. 

Each chapter begins and ends 
with an overarching Essential 
Question(s) that encourages 
student inquiry during the study of 
chapter content. Students 
examine the roles of geography, 
government, economic choices, 
citizenship, culture, social 
change, and individual and 
community rights, for example, as 
they pertain subject being 
studied. Research activities and 
an abundant primary and 
secondary source library give 
students the tools they need to 
engage in self-directed inquiry.  

9. engage in self-directed and/or independent inquiry        

The online collaboration tool 
provides opportunities for students 
to participate in online discussions 
or collaborate with other students 
on projects. The Teacher’s Edition 
provides many activities for small 
group work and think-pair-share 
activities. In addition, the Hands-on 
Chapter Projects may be completed 
in small group settings, allowing 
students opportunities to work 
collaboratively.  

10. Provide a variety of structures for working collaboratively; and        

Hands-On Projects and 
Technology Extensions are 
cumulative chapter projects that 
vary in approach but provide 
students an opportunity to extend 
their comprehension with 
meaningful activities. Students 
are encouraged to take different 
roles in the execution of the 

11. practice time-management and project management skills for 
problem based learning and group projects. 

       



projects, allowing them to take 
turns managing the project and 
practicing time management skills 
to meet the due date provided by 
the teacher. 
  

B. Developmentally Appropriate Instructional Resources and Strategies 
 
For student proficiency in content standards: 

 
The course was designed for  
grade-level reading that is Lexile 
measured, and includes all of the 
core learning content. The content 
aligns to college and career 
readiness expectations. 
 
The comprehensive Lesson Plans 
included in the Teacher Edition 
and in the Teacher Lesson 
Center provide a variety of 
teaching suggestions that 
teachers may use for different 
learning styles and needs.  The 
Teacher Edition includes 
hundreds of suggestions to 
differentiate instruction, all at 
point-of-use through the lesson.   
 
The chapter interleaf provides a 
“letters and brackets” key, which 
identifies skill-based strategies 
used throughout the lesson, 
including activities that are 
content focused and literacy 
focused.  Suggested outside 
reading lists include different 
reading levels to accommodate 
different learners. Intervention 
and Remediation strategies are 
found at the beginning of every 
chapter. 
 

 
12. Content is structured to ensure all students meet grade‐specific 

expectations as they develop content knowledge and literacy skills 
aligned to college and career readiness expectations. 

       



There are activities to meet all 
learning styles. Lesson videos, 
visual literacy activities, and a 
wealth of online multimedia 
experiences, which include 
interactive timelines, interactive 
photos and interactive maps, 
meet the needs of visual-spatial 
learners, auditory learners, 
interpersonal learners, linguistic 
learners, and logical-
mathematical learners. 
 
The below-level reader included 
with the Online Student Edition in 
the Student Learning Center 
provides students with 
comprehensive chapter content 
written below grade level. 
Teachers have the option of 
assigning the Below-Level 
Reader to students who need the 
extra reading help. 
 
Within the student edition, 
reinforcement is provided in 
several ways. Each lesson 
includes a Taking Notes activity 
that uses a graphic organizer to 
reinforce student understanding. 
Each topic ends with a Progress 
Check question to reinforce 
student comprehension.  
 
In addition, key academic and 
content vocabulary terms are 
called out in the narrative and 
carefully defined to reinforce 
student retention of the new 
vocabulary. Content knowledge is 
further reinforced in the lesson 
reviews with questions that focus 
on answering the guiding 

13. Instructional resource includes suggestions for appropriate scaffolding, 
emphasizes the importance of vocabulary acquisition and application, 
provides opportunities to engage in high interest, age‐appropriate 
activities that mirror real‐life situations, and make cross‐curricular, 
global connections.   

       



questions.  
 
Social studies skills are reinforced 
through critical thinking questions 
that accompany all images, 
maps, charts, graphs and special 
features. The chapter 
assessment further reinforces 
skills with several 21st century 
skills activities, document-based 
questions, and extended 
response questions.  
 
The McGraw-Hill Education 
current events web site—btw—
includes a variety of articles with 
accompanying questions and 
activities to help students make 
connections in the context of high 
interest, age‐appropriate current 
event news stories in order to 
better understand real‐life 
situations and make cross‐
curricular and global connections.   
  
 
“What Do You Know?” activities 
help students link prior knowledge 
to new information they will learn 
in the chapter. 
 
Additional resources available 
online as worksheets include 
Economics of History Activities, 
Geography and History Activities, 
Critical Thinking Skill Activities, 
and more.  
 
Activating prior knowledge is 
taken into consideration by the 
narrative text.  Connections 
between what students know and 
think about are made with the text 

14. Instructional material provides opportunities for students to link prior 
knowledge to new information to construct their own viable mental 
maps and deepen understanding of the connections to the social 
sciences. 

       



and questions and activities that 
ask students to consider what 
they learned in earlier chapters. 

Abundant maps, tables, graphs, 
charts, diagrams, and other 
media are used to teach history, 
geography, civics, and 
economics skills in the Student 
Edition. All also appear, often 
with significant interactivity, in the 
Student Learning Center. 

 

15. Students are provided with opportunities to analyze and infer 
relationships with maps, tables, charts, graphs, globes, media, and 
technology sources to acquire and apply new information (e.g., 
global information systems). 

       

 
Time lines in the Student Edition 
and the Student Learning Center 
provide opportunities for students 
to sequence events in 
chronological order. Taking Notes 
graphic organizer time lines, 
questions in the Lesson Review 
and questions and activities in 
the Chapter Assessment also 
provide opportunities for students 
to take what they have learned in 
the Student Edition narrative and 
demonstrate that they are able to 
place key influences, 
movements, and events in 
chronological order. 

16. Instructional materials offers opportunities for students to sequence 
economic, societal, cultural, and political influences, movements, and 
events in chronological order.  (eg. cultural movements such as the 
counter-culture movement, a societal movement over time such as 
the women's suffrage movement, or tracing the history of free-market 
capitalism, or the events of American Revolution)  

       

 
In the Student Edition text, 
students are exposed to 
important themes in the study of 
history, geography, civics, and 
economics. These themes are 
investigated at different points in 
the scope and sequence of the 
learning. Activities and 
assessment questions have 
students make connections 
between different historical time 

 
17. Instructional materials provides opportunities for students to 

investigate issues that are interconnected thematically or 
chronologically (e.g., colonialism, poverty, human rights, 
environment, energy, safety, immigration, conflict) to solve complex 
problems suggesting the possibility of multiple solutions.  

       



periods and “then and now.” 
Activities and questions in the 
Chapter Activities and 
Assessment ask students to use 
problem solving approaches in 
response to complex issues. 
Additional activities are provided 
in the Teacher Edition.  

The program was built using the 
principles of Understanding by 
Design®—an approach to 
backward design developed by 
Jay McTighe and Grant Wiggins. 
Each chapter planner in the 
Teacher Edition sets out the 
Enduring Understanding that will 
be achieved with mastery of the 
chapter content. Teachers are 
also provided with a 
comprehensive list of objectives, 
entitled “Students Will Know” and 
a list of skills entitled “Students 
Will Be Able To” for the chapter. 
To reach the Enduring 
Understanding, each chapter in 
the student edition begins with 
one or more Essential Questions. 
Each lesson is broken into a 
series of topics. Each topic 
includes a Guiding Question. As 
students master the content and 
are able to answer the Guiding 
Questions, their ability to respond 
and reflect on the Essential 
Questions increases. As students 
achieve the ability to answer the 
Essential Questions, they 
achieve the Enduring 
Understanding. The lesson 
reviews and the chapter 
assessments are aligned with 
the objectives. Each lesson 

18. Instructional resources include guiding questions and essential 
questions to aid students' development of social awareness and a 
deeper understanding of the social sciences. 

       



review and chapter assessment 
include questions that ask 
students to answer the Guiding 
Question. Each chapter activities 
page includes an activity that 
explores the Essential Question 
and in the Teacher’s Edition, 
teachers are provided with 
activities to wrap-up the chapter, 
including a review of the 
chapter’s Enduring 
Understanding.  Each lesson 
review contains a writing prompt 
that broadens students’ 
knowledge of the social sciences, 
as do the DBQ questions in the 
Chapter Activities and 
Assessment. 

Intervention and remediation 
strategies are found at the 
beginning of every chapter. 
Specific activities for English 
Language Learners (ELL), 
Approaching Level (AL), and 
Beyond Level (BL) are included 
in the print and digital lesson 
plans. These activities are 
identified by small AL, BL, and 
ELL icons. Specific reading 
strategies are designed to assist 
English Learners and students 
who struggle with reading. 

19. Provide resources for intervention, enrichment, and to allow for 
personalized learning.         

 
McGraw-Hill Education’s current 
events website btw offers 
engaging, up-to-date, student-
centric coverage of current 
events in the United States and 
around the globe. Election 
Central, McGraw-Hill’s civics and 
election website provides 
information on local, state, and 

20. Materials provide a real-time electronic resource which students can 
access for updates on regional, state, national and global 
information. 

       



national elections and current 
political issues.  
 
  

C. Career Development/Life Planning/Global Citizenship 
For student proficiency in content standards, the instructional materials will provide students with the opportunity to: 

 
McGraw-Hill Education’s current 
events website btw contains 
stories and information on 
different careers and career paths 
for students to explore. From the 
Home menu, select Careers for a 
range of articles and 
accompanying activities.  

21. Develop Career Awareness 
        

McGraw-Hill Education’s current 
events website btw contains 
stories and information on 
different careers and career paths 
for students to explore. From the 
Home menu, select Careers for a 
range of articles and 
accompanying activities. 
 

22. Explore Career and Life Plans        

          McGraw-Hill School Education is 
committed to publishing 
pedagogically sound, high-quality, 
educational material that is fair, 
unbiased, and that recognizes the 
unique contributions of people of 
all races, cultures, and faiths. 
Students are presented with 
information that represents diverse 
perspectives and promotes critical 
thinking. Primary sources provide 
a variety of perspectives on the 
same topic. 

23. Acquire a Diverse and Knowledgeable World View.        

 
In McGraw-Hill Education 
networks programs students learn 
about social justice movements in 
the United States and around the 
world. Questions in the Student 

24. Promote Social Justice 
        



Edition and activities in the 
Teacher’s Edition have students 
make connections to the social 
justice movements presented in 
the text and current issues in their 
communities. McGraw-Hill 
Education’s current events 
website btw includes articles 
about social justice issues and 
accompanying questions and 
activities. 
 
 
McGraw-Hill Education’s election 
and civics website Election 
Central includes articles and 
information on citizenship skills 
and leadership skills in the 
Citizenship in Action section. 
Students learn about historic and 
modern leaders as both role 
models and examples or 
irresponsible leadership. In 
addition, students have 
opportunities to model 
responsible leadership by taking 
leadership roles on small group 
projects.  

25. Promote Responsible Leadership 
        

McGraw-Hill Education’s Online 
Student Center includes 
supplementary materials on 
personal financial literacy that 
promote financial responsibility. 
McGraw-Hill’s website Election 
Central includes a section on 
Citizenship in Action. Here 
students learn about the financial 
aspects of good citizenship such 
as obeying the law and paying 
taxes.  

26. Promote Financial Responsibility 
        

  
D. Assessment  

 



McGraw-Hill networks™ includes 
a variety 
of purposeful assessment 
instruments to support instruction 
and assess student mastery of 
the content. Both formative and 
summative options are available 
in print and online. Assessments 
include a variety of question types 
such as selected response, short 
answer, essay, oral, and 
research-based projects to check 
for mastery of student content. 

Formative and authentic 
assessments are referenced in 
the Understanding by Design® 
lesson plan in the Teacher 
Edition, and found in the Teacher 
Lesson Center online and include 
Hands-on Chapter Projects, and 
DBQs. 
  
Summative assessments include 
Lesson Quizzes provides daily 
and on-going assessment. 
Chapter Tests are available as 
Traditional (multiple choice, 
true/false, short answer, 
matching, etc.) and as Document-
Based Questions (DBQ) 
tests.  The DBQ tests are short 
answer and essay questions.  

Rubrics for evaluating chapter 
hands-on projects are provided 
online. In addition, a bank of 
Rubrics that can be used for a 
variety of authentic assessments 
are found in the Teacher 
Resource Library’s assessment 
tab. 

 
27. To ensure a balanced assessment,  the instructional material will provide 

tools for a balanced approach to assessment including both formative and 
summative assessments in multiple formats (e.g.,  rubrics, document 
based questions (DBQs), performance-based measures, open-ended 
questioning, portfolio evaluation, and multimedia simulations) that not only 
guide instruction but also identify student mastery of content.   

       



 E. Organization, Presentation and Format 

 The online Student Resource 
Library provides a variety of 
materials that are tightly aligned 
to the content in each program.  
 
The online Student Lesson 
Center includes videos, 
interactive graphs, maps, charts, 
graphic organizers, audio and 
much more. Students can take 
notes, highlight, and save and 
submit assignments online.  In 
addition, there are Hands-On 
Projects with Technology 
Extensions that include 
simulations, real-life situations, 
and other experiential activities.  
The Technology Extensions 
incorporate the use of avatars, 
blogs, wikis, Google 
spreadsheets, and other 
applications that appeal to 
students used to working in a 
digital environment.  
 
The Student Edition art and 
graphics program provides 
uncluttered easy-to-read designs 
to enhance student 
understanding of key social 
studies content. These graphics, 
usually accompanied by 
questions that assess student 
understanding of the visuals, 
include photographs, art, maps, 
graphs, and charts. 
 
The print and online Teacher 
Editions provide step-by-step 
lesson plans for each chapter and 

28. Information is organized logically and presented clearly using multiple 
methods and modes for delivering instruction that motivate and increase 
literacy as students engage in high interest, authentic activities. 

 

       



lesson of the programs. Lesson 
Plans include interactive 
whiteboard activities, slide shows, 
lecture slides, videos, interactive 
maps, and other projectable 
resources to engage students.  
 

          McGraw-Hill networks: A Social 
Studies Learning System is a 
highly interactive series for 
teaching core curriculum and 
electives for grades 6-12 through 
interactive online teacher and 
student centers. Media such as 
videos, interactive maps, 
interactive photographs, images, 
charts, graphs, political cartoons, 
games, and graphic organizers 
enhance instruction and extend 
student learning.  

29. The use of media enhances instruction and learning. 

 
       

          The complete digital programs for 
students and teachers are 
accessible online through 
ConnectED. 

30. The instructional resource includes a digital file of the student and teacher 
edition, accessible via the internet or an electronic storage device (e.g. USB 
drive, CD, DVD, etc.). 

 

       

 

 
  



SPECIFIC EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 

2019-2025 
Group I – Social Studies 

Grade 6 
 
The following four areas of social studies form all the courses in grades K-8 and the majority of the high school courses that are not content specific (e.g. 
geography and economics): 
 
Civics 
Civics addresses both citizenship and political systems. Citizenship education prepares students to be informed, active and effective citizens who accept their 
responsibilities, understand their privileges and rights and participate actively in society and government. To be successful participants in society, students must 
understand how to build social capital (a network of social relationships) that encourages reciprocity and trust, two characteristics of civic virtue and good 
citizenship. Students must be able to research issues, form reasoned opinions, support their positions and engage in the political process. Students exercise 
tolerance and empathy, respect the rights of others, and share a concern for the common good while acting responsibly with the interests of the larger community 
in mind. Students must learn and practice intellectual and participatory skills essential for an involved citizenry. To develop these skills, the curriculum must extend 
beyond the school to include experiences in the workplace and service in the community. While studying political systems, students develop global awareness and 
study the foundations of various world governments and the strategies they employ to achieve their goals. With respect to the United States, students learn the 
underlying principles of representative democracy, the constitutional separation of powers and the rule of law. Students learn the origins and meaning of the 
principles, ideals and core democratic values expressed in the foundational documents of the United States. Students recognize the need for authority, 
government and the rights and responsibilities of citizens. 
 
Economics 
Economics analyzes the production, allocation, distribution and use of resources. The economic principles include an understanding of scarcity and choice, 
productivity, markets and prices, supply and demand, competition, role of government, international trade factors and consumer decisions in a global economy. 
Understanding economic principles, whole economies and the interactions between different types of economies helps students comprehend the exchange of 
information, capital and products across the globe. Learners investigate economic principles and their application to historical situations. Learners will work 
cooperatively and individually to analyze how basic economic principles affect their daily lives. Students become financially responsible by examining the 
consequences of and practicing personal financial decision-making.  
 
Geography 
Geography encompasses physical and human systems and the interactions between them on local and global scales. People interact with the natural world in 
culturally distinct ways to produce unique places, which change over time. New technologies and perspectives of geography provide students with an 
understanding of the world, and the ability to evaluate information in spatial terms. The geography standards stress the world in which we live and the role of the 
U.S. in the global community. Students use geographic perspectives and technology to interpret culture, environment and the connection between them. Students 
collaborate with one another and work individually using geographic skills and tools to ask geographic questions based on the five themes of geography (location, 
place, human-environmental interaction, movement and regions). They acquire the necessary information, organize and analyze the information and respond to 
those geographic questions. Students examine the varying ways in which people interact with their environments and appreciate the diversity and similarities of 
cultures and places created by those interactions.  
 
History 



History organizes events and phenomena in terms of when they occurred and examines where, how and why they took place. Students study how individuals and 
societies have changed and interacted over time. They organize events through chronologies and evaluate cause-and-effect relationships among them. Students 
analyze how individuals, groups and nations have shaped cultural heritages. They gather historical data, examine, analyze and interpret this data, and present 
their results in a clear, critical manner. Students study origins and evolutions of culture hearths, settlements, civilizations, states, nations, nation-states, 
governments and economic developments. Through history, students understand the identity and origins of their families, communities, state and nation. Through 
history, students recognize the influence of world events on the development of the United States and they evaluate the influence of the United States on the 
world. Understanding the past helps students prepare for today and the events of the future.  
 
 

College- and Career-Readiness Indicators for Social Studies 
 

The grades K-12 standards on the following pages define what students should know, understand, and be able to do by the end of each grade band. They 
correspond to the College- and Career-Readiness Indicators for Social Studies by grade band (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12). The College- and Career-Readiness 
Indicators and grade-specific standards are necessary complements – the former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity – that 
together define the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate. 
 
Integration of Literacy in Social Studies 
Literacy strategies and skills are applied as students acquire information and communicate their learning and understanding of social studies. Integration of literacy 
in social studies is critical for student success. It is essential that literacy strategy and skill instruction be purposefully and appropriately planned and embedded 
within social studies instruction. 
 

 

 

Sixth Grade Standards 
Sixth Grade Social Studies expands the role of citizenship and patriotism. Students learn about the roles and functions governments play in world events and 
organizations that help resolve conflicts. Students will use both current and historical maps to explain the effects of major events on political boundaries around the 
world. Students will learn how the economy is affected by trade and trade organizations, technology, and renewable and nonrenewable resources as well as world 
conflicts. The causes and responses to world conflicts from World War I to present day will be evaluated. 
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A. Civics 



 
Student Edition: 
209-213 
21st Century Skills 213 
Chart Skills 211 
Guiding Question 210 
Why It Matters 212 
Teacher Edition: 
CR 213; CTS 213; E 209; RS 209, 
210, 212, 213; TS 211; WA 211; 
WS 210, 211 

1. Apply the process of how a bill becomes a law to follow a current 
legislative bill. 

       

Student Edition: 
58-65, 641-643 
21st Century Skills 62 
Chart Skills 59, 62, 63 
Progress Check 61, 65, 643 
Teacher Edition: 
CR 65; CTS 58, 59, 65; E 58, 640; 
RS 58, 60, 640, 642; TS 63; VS 
60, 64; WS 61 

2. Compare and contrast different forms of government worldwide and 
their influence on historic world events: 
• The Great Depression 
• World War I 
• World War II 
• 9/11 

       

Student Edition: 
119-123, 124-129, 134, 190-196, 
197-201 
21st Century Skills 196 
Chart Skills 127, 195, 198 
Real Life Civics 188-189 
Teacher Edition: 
CR 196, 201; CTS 134, 135, 191, 
193,195; E 190; RS 192, 194, 
197; VS 127, 198; WS 199 

3. Identify the structure of the United States Congress and the 
constitutional requirements of congressional membership. 

       

Student Edition: 
194, 220-225, 226-230 
Biography 222, 224 
Chart Skills 224 
Why It Matters 225 
Digital Student Edition:  

CH 5, L 1, P 3 
CH 6, L 1, PP 3-4 
CH 6, L 4, P 3 

Teacher Edition: 
CR 225; CTS 220, 221, 222, 224, 
227, 229, 230; RS 223, 226; TS 
224, 230; WS 194, 222, 227 

4. Identify current key figures in United States government: 
• President 
• Vice President  
• Speaker of the House 
• Secretary of State 
• Current members of Congress from West Virginia        



Student Edition: 
652-655, 833, 834-839 
Connections to Today 653 
Infographic 654 
Thinking Like A Historian 836 
Digital Student Edition:  

CH 1, L 3, P 1 
CH 5, L 1, P 5 
CH 8, L 4, P 2 

Teacher Edition: 
CR 833, 839; CTS 653, 836; MC 
750; RS 834, 835, 838; VS 654; 
WS 654, 839 

5. Examine and analyze various acts of patriotism and civil discourse in 
response to events throughout United States history (e.g., support of 
American military during wartime, Vietnam protests, Civil Rights, respect 
for the flag and response of Americans to 9/11). 

       

Student Edition: 
584-587 
Chart Skills 586 
Guiding Question 584 
Progress Check 587 
Teacher Edition: 
C 586; CTS 584, 586, 587; RS 
585; TS 586; VS 586; WS 587 

6. Identify global relief and development organizations and examine how 
they provide global aid and support (e.g., Red Cross, UNICEF, Doctors 
without Borders, Engineers without Borders and World Health 
Organization).        

Student Edition: 
10 
21st Century Skills 89, 266, 349, 
357, 495, 558 
Issues to Debate 172, 341, 355, 
516, 534, 561 
What Do You Think? 702-703, 
912-913 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 10, 172, 341, 516, 534, 561; 
GO 89; RS 516TS 355; WS 172, 
266 

7. Research and organize information about an issue of global concern 
from multiple points of view (e.g., ecology, natural resources, and human 
rights). 

       

  
B.  Economics 

 
Student Edition: 
61-65 
Chart Skills 63 
Teacher Edition: 
CR 65; CTS 63; RS 63, 64; TS 63 

8. Compare and contrast the basic characteristics of communism, 
socialism and capitalism. 

       



Student Edition: 
80-83, 405-406, 426-427, 453, 
576 
Chart Skills 430 
Geography Connection 83, 578 
Map 83, 578 
Guiding Question 82 
Progress Check 406 
Digital Student Edition:  

CH 16, L 1, P 4 
         CH 16, L 3, P 5 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 406, 426, 427, 453, 576,578; 
MAP 83; RS 427; SS 453; VS 83 

9. Identify examples of renewable and non-renewable resources and 
analyze the factors that affect these resources on the individual, local and 
national economies (e.g., hurricanes, floods, etc.). 

       

Student Edition: 
885, 914-915 
Graph Skills 915 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 885; RS 914; VS 915; WS 
915 

10. Define NAFTA and summarize its effects on the United States 
economy. 

       

Student Edition: 
870, 880-881, 889, 902, 905, 907, 
910-911, 914-915 
Guiding Question 880 
Progress Check 872, 881 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 870, 872, 880, 902; RS 870, 
872, 881, 889, 905, 914 

11. Compare and contrast government economic policy beginning with 
the Reagan era through present day. 

       

Student Edition: 
584-587, 914-915 
Chart Skills 586 
Guiding Question 584 
Progress Check 587 
Teacher Edition: 
C 586; CBK 585; CR 587; CTS 
584, 586, 587; RS 585, 914; TS 
586; VS 584, 585, 586; WS 587, 
915 

12. Classify and evaluate the different types of world trade organizations 
(e.g., trade, military and health). 

       

Student Edition: 
324, 461-462, 593, 676-677, 750- 
751, 781, 914 
Diagram Skill 676 
Issues to Debate 341 

13. Assess the economic impact of technology on world regions 
throughout history. 

       



Photograph 324 
Real Life Civics 298-299 
Teacher Edition: 
CBK 676; CR 299, 677; CTS 299, 
461, 751, 781, 914; E 914; RS 
324, 751; TS 324, 462; VS 298; 
WA 461 
  

C. Geography 
 

Student Edition: 
12-17, 80-83 
Geography Connection 83 
Map 83 
Step Into the Place 608-609 
Thinking Like A Historian REF8- 
REF13 
Digital Student Edition:  

CH 1, L 2, P R, Q #10 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 608 

14. Identify geographic features that have influenced the safety of the 
United States and isolated it from conflicts abroad. 

       

Student Edition: 
14-17 
Geography Connection 83, 612, 
637, 649 
Map 83, 612, 637, 649 
Reference Atlas RA1-RA13 
Step Into the Place 632-633 
Thinking Like A Historian REF10- 
REF13 
Teacher Edition: 
MAP 633; RS 14; VS 612 
 
 
 

15. Compare and contrast historical maps and identify the changes in 
political boundaries as a result of conflicts. 

       

Student Edition: 
16, 33, 192, 384 
21st Century Skills 192 
Map 15, 16 
Step Into the Place 894-895 
The Story Matters… 33 
Digital Student Edition:  

CH 5, L 1, P 5 

16. Examine population data from the U.S. Census Bureau and infer the 
reasons for changes and differences in various areas (e.g., difference 
between rural and urban areas). 

       



Teacher Edition: 
CBK 894; CTS 15; MC 33; VS 15, 

16, 894 
This objective can be met with 
independent classroom internet 
search. You can also use the 
following pages to view basic 
information on different types 
of maps. 
Student Edition: 
14-16 
Map 15, 16, 17 
Teacher Edition: 
CTS 16; VS 14; WS 15 

17. Determine the time of specific world locations using a world time 
zone map. 

       

Student Edition: 
80-83 
Geography Connection 83 
Map 15, 17, 83 
Reference Atlas RA1-RA13 
Step Into the Place 2-3, 850-851 
Thinking Like A Historian REF13 
Teacher Edition: 
CBK 851; RS 14; VS 15, 17, 850 

18. Locate the major waterways of North America, South America, 
Europe and the Middle East and examine their impact on transportation 
and trade (e.g., discuss how the opening of the Erie Canal contributed to 
the rise of cities in New York).        

  
D. History 

 
Student Edition: 
634-639, 640-645, 646-651, 652- 
655, 656-659 
Diagram Skill 642 
Geography Connection 637, 649, 
657 
Graph Skill 641 
Guiding Question 658 
Map 637, 649, 657 
Infographic 638, 654 
Progress Check 651, 659 
Teacher Edition: 
CR 645, 655, 659; CTS 635, 649, 
651, 657; MC 641; RS 634, 636, 
641, 642, 647, 648, 653; VS 636, 
638, 641, 649; WS 642, 657 

19. Demonstrate an understanding of the causes, key events and outcomes 
of World War I. 

• Explain the key events that led to the outbreak of World War I, 
including the rise of nationalism, imperialism and militarism. 

• Chart the sequence of events that led to the United States’ entry into 
World War I. 

• Analyze the role of propaganda in influencing the United States to 
enter World War I. 

• Explain the outcomes and effects of World War I including the 
conditions and failures of the League of Nations and the Treaty of 
Versailles. 

       

Student Edition: 20. Explain the global causes and effects of the Great Depression.        



690-695, 696-701, 704-709, 712- 
715 
Chart Skill 714 
Economics Skill 693 
Geography Connection 700 
Guiding Question 692 
Map 700 
Progress Check 705, 709 
What Do You Think? 702 
Teacher Edition: 
CR 701, 703, 709, 715; CTS 692, 
694, 700, 715; RS 690, 691, 692, 
693, 694, 695, 696, 703, 714; VS 
692, 693, 700; WS 713 

• Identify the economic conditions around the world that existed 
following World War I. 

• Examine and categorize causes of the Great Depression worldwide. 
• Analyze the political response to the economic and social conditions 

of the Great Depression in the United States and Germany. 

Student Edition: 
722-725, 726-731, 732-737, 738- 
745, 748-753 
Connections to Today 725 
Geography Connection 741, 742 
Infographic 724, 727, 731 
Map 741, 742 
Progress Check 725, 729, 739 
Thinking Like A Historian 730, 745 
Teacher Edition: 
CR 725, 731, 737, 745, 753; CTS 
722, 723, 724, 728, 745; RS 722, 
726, 727, 728, 729, 730, 734, 741, 
744; VS 724, 731; WS 726 
 

21. Demonstrate an understanding of the causes, key events and outcomes 
of World War II. 

• Summarize the rise of totalitarian governments in Germany, Italy, 
Japan and the Soviet Union. 

• Examine the political and economic transformation of Western and 
Eastern Europe after World War II, identifying the significance of the 
Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the United Nations, the Warsaw Pact and the 
European Economic Community. 

• Analyze the role of appeasement and isolationism as an attempt to 
avoid war. 

• Analyze the role of strong leadership during the war and critique 
their responses to the conflict. 

• Investigate the role of the United States in World War II. 
• Cite evidence of the human rights violations during times of war. 
• Illustrate the US civilian response on the home-front to the war (e.g., 

“Rosie the Riveters,” victory gardens, rationing, etc.). 

       

Student Edition: 
760-766, 767-771, 772-775, 776- 
783, 822-827, 828-833, 852-859, 
877-878 
Economic Skills 764 
Geography Connection 763, 773, 
826, 878 
Map 763, 773, 826, 878 

22. Demonstrate an understanding of global developments following World 
War II including the impact of the Cold War on the world. 

• Cite evidence of the United States’ and Soviet Union’s dominance as 
superpowers following World War II. 

• Outline the US policy of containment and the social effects of this 
policy. 

• Summarize the events of the Cold War (e.g., Korean conflict, 

       



Progress Check 827 
Step Into the Place 758-759 
Thinking Like A Historian 825 
Teacher Edition: 
CR 771, 783, 827; CTS 760, 762, 
763, 824, 827, 877; RS 760, 761, 
762, 764, 773, 778, 824, 853; SS 
825; TS 764, 823; VS 878 

Vietnam, Cuban Missile Crisis and Space Race). 
• Describe the Soviet Union’s domination of Eastern Europe, the rise 

of the Communist party in China and the building of the Berlin Wall. 
• Analyze the role of strong leadership in ending the Cold War. 
• Debate the pros and cons of the impact of nuclear power and 

analyze how it might relate to the issue of atomic weapons. 

Student Edition: 
790-795, 802-809 
Biography 794, 794 
Geography Connection 792 
Guiding Question 790 
Map 792 
Progress Check 795 
Step Into the Place 788-789 
Time Line 806-807 
Teacher Edition: 
B 806, 808; CBK 788; CTS 790, 
791, 793,795, 804, 809; RS 790, 
791, 792; SS 803; WS 794, 804 

23. Identify the key figures, events and philosophies of the US Civil Rights 
Movement. 

• Trace the development of Civil Rights for minority groups in the 
United States (e.g., women and African Americans). 

• Identify key figures and key events in movements for civil rights. 
       

Student Edition: 
896-902, 903-911, 914-919 
Guiding Question 896 
Photograph 897, 898 
Step Into the Time 894-895 
Teacher Edition: 
CBK 895, 909; CTS 897, 898, 
899; RS 896, 897, 898, 899, 905; 
SS 897 
 

24. Demonstrate an understanding of the causes and effects of the world 
conflicts in the late 20th and early 21st centuries. 

• Analyze the role of natural resources in Middle Eastern conflicts. 
• Describe the role of geo-politics in historic events. 
• Identify the key figures in Middle Eastern conflicts and investigate 

the US reaction to these events (e.g., Saddam Hussein, Osama bin 
Laden, terrorism, 9/11, wars in Iraq and Afghanistan). 

       

 
 


