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CCR United States - Comprehensive 

 
 
Equity, Accessibility and Format 
Yes No CRITERIA NOTES 
  1. INTER-ETHNIC 

The instructional materials meet the requirements of inter-
ethnic: concepts, content and illustrations, as set by WV 
Board of Education Policy 2445.41. 

McGraw-Hill Education and McGraw-Hill School Education, LLC, 
are committed to publishing pedagogically sound, high-quality, 
educational material that is fair, unbiased, and that recognizes the 
unique contributions of people of all races, cultures, and faiths. 
 
To ensure that our textbooks meet these high standards, all 
textbooks are authored by scholars and educators who are 
recognized experts in their areas of specialty. McGraw-Hill School 
Education, LLC also submits manuscripts to independent scholars 
and teachers for their review. The recommendations of these 
educators and specialists are then incorporated into the 
manuscript to ensure that the materials are accurate and 
unbiased, present the materials in an age-appropriate and 
meaningful manner, and reflect the most current research in the 
subject area. 

  2. EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
The instructional material meets the requirements of equal 
opportunity: concepts, content, illustration, heritage, roles 
contributions, experiences and achievements of males and 

McGraw-Hill Education and McGraw-Hill School Education, LLC, 
are committed to publishing pedagogically sound, high-quality, 
educational material that is fair, unbiased, and that recognizes the 
unique contributions of people of all races, cultures, and faiths. 



females in American and other cultures.  
To ensure that our textbooks meet these high standards, all 
textbooks are authored by scholars and educators who are 
recognized experts in their areas of specialty. McGraw-Hill School 
Education, LLC also submits manuscripts to independent scholars 
and teachers for their review. The recommendations of these 
educators and specialists are then incorporated into the 
manuscript to ensure that the materials are 
accurate and unbiased, present the materials in an age-
appropriate and meaningful manner, and reflect the most current 
research in the subject area. 

  3. FORMAT 
This resource includes an interactive electronic/digital 
component for students. 

This program offers both an engaging, student friendly text in print 
and online and the Online Student Learning Center to draw your 
students into rigorous learning experiences. 

  4. BIAS 
The instructional material is free of political bias. 

 
McGraw-Hill Education and McGraw-Hill School Education, LLC, 
are committed to publishing pedagogically sound, high-quality, 
educational material that is fair, unbiased, and that recognizes the 
unique contributions of people of all races, cultures, and faiths. 
 
To ensure that our textbooks meet these high standards, all 
textbooks are authored by scholars and educators who are 
recognized experts in their areas of specialty. McGraw-Hill School 
Education, LLC also submits manuscripts to independent scholars 
and teachers for their review. The recommendations of these 
educators and specialists are then incorporated into the 
manuscript to ensure that the materials are 
accurate and unbiased, present the materials in an age-
appropriate and meaningful manner, and reflect the most current 
research in the subject area 

  5. COMMON CORE 
The instructional materials do not reference Common Core 
academic standards.  (WV Code §18-2E-1b-1) 

This program does not reference Common Core State Standards. 

 

  



GENERAL EVALUATION CRITERIA 

2019-2025 
Group I – Social Studies 

CCR United States - Comprehensive 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS ADOPTION:  COLLEGE- AND CAREER-READINESS LEARNING EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 

The general evaluation criteria apply to each grade level and are to be evaluated for each grade level unless otherwise specified.  These criteria consist of 
information critical to the development of all grade levels.  In reading the general evaluation criteria and subsequent specific grade level criteria, e.g. means 
“examples of” and i.e. means that “each of” those items must be addressed.   Eighty percent of the general and eighty percent of the specific criteria must be 
met with I (In-depth) or A (Adequate) in order to be recommended. 
 

(Vendor/Publisher) 
COMPLETE CORRELATION 

OF SPECIFIC LOCATION 
OF 

CONTENT WITHIN PRODUCT 

(IMR Committee) Responses 
 

I=In-depth 
 

A=Adequate 
 

M=Minimal 
 

N=Nonexistent 
 I  A  M  N 

 In addition to alignment with the College- and Career-Readiness Standards (CCRSs), materials 
must also clearly connect to  the Student Success Standards which include opportunities for 
students to develop: 

  
A. Developing personal and educational skills 
 

Each chapter begins and ends 
with an overarching Essential 
Question(s) that encourages 
student inquiry during the study 
of chapter content. Students 
examine the roles of geography, 
government, economic choices, 
citizenship, culture, social 
change, and individual and 
community rights, for example, 
as they pertain to the period of 
history under study.  
 
Our programs also include 
Hands-on Chapter Projects that 

 
Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills 
 
Social Studies Content: 
  
1. is presented in a way that deepens student understanding through 

meaningful and challenging inquiry-based learning that builds on prior 
knowledge and promotes social science connections (e.g., the 
importance that geography, economics and civics play within historical 
and current events, understanding the importance of sociological and 
psychological connections to society, the importance of historical and 
current events in civic decision making);  

   
 
 

    
 
 



apply the principles of 
construction of knowledge 
through the use of disciplined 
inquiry. The Technology 
Extensions for these chapter 
projects offer yet another vital 
realm of disciplined inquiry.  
 
The teacher wraparound edition 
and online teacher lesson plans 
include a variety of activities 
which also serve to activate 
inquiry-based thinking and 
deepen student understanding, 
especially those labeled with 
“Visual Skills” or Critical Thinking 
Skills.” 
 
Other constructions of 
knowledge resources include our 
current events Web site that 
includes high-interest news 
articles written for the social 
studies classroom and allows for 
additional opportunities for 
disciplined inquiry and making 
connections in the social 
sciences. 
 
 
Opportunities for complex 
thinking and analysis are 
integrated throughout the 
Student and Teacher Editions. 
Writing prompts in Lesson 
Reviews and Chapter 
Assessments, Critical Thinking 
questions and DBQ responses 
require students to engage in 
complex thinking and analysis. 
Analyzing Primary Sources, 
Analyzing Supreme Court Cases, 
Biographies, Thinking Like a 

2. engages in complex thinking and analysis in the social sciences which 
promotes the development of multiple perspectives, thoughtful well-
framed questions and thoughtful judgment applicable to students’ own 
lives and future situations; and 

       



Historian, Political Cartoons, and 
Skillbuilder features, as well as 
integrated primary sources 
introduce students to multiple 
perspectives.  Questions and 
activities are created to help 
students apply the knowledge to 
their own lives. The Teacher 
Edition provides activities to 
extend critical thinking and to 
help the teacher make 
connections to students’ lives. 

Each chapter is introduced by a 
Place & Time feature that serves 
to situate the material to be 
covered by that chapter within 
the context of a map as well as a 
comparative time line and 
includes critical thinking 
questions intended to help 
students use their geographic 
reasoning skills as well as to 
make connections between 
place and time, both past and 
present. 

Connections to Today activities 
within the Student Edition help 
students make connections 
between the past and the 
present. The Student Edition 
narrative explains causes and 
effect of key events and 
outcomes in history. Activities in 
the Teacher’s Edition reinforce 
this learning. 

The McGraw-Hill Education 
current events web site—btw—
includes a variety of articles with 
accompanying questions and 
activities to help students make 

3. Promotes local, regional, state, national, and global connections, both 
past and present; while also promoting real-world, authentic 
relationships which consider human choice and natural catastrophic 
events on historic outcomes. 

       



connections between historical 
content and current events. 
 

Information and Communication Skills/Social Studies  

For student proficiency in content standards, the instructional materials will 
include multiple strategies that provide students with the opportunity to: 

       

Primary sources are embedded 
and clearly labeled throughout 
the narrative of the Student 
Edition of each program. Side 
feature Primary Sources are 
found throughout the text and are 
accompanied by Document 
Based Questions (DBQs).  
 
Chapter level assessments also 
include primary source analysis 
activities as do assessments 
available in the Online 
Assessment Center. 
 
Primary Sources are also 
available online at the Student 
Learning Center. In addition, the 
Student Resource Library as well 
as the Resource Library that is 
part of the Teacher Lesson 
Center includes hundreds of 
supplementary primary sources 
along with critical thinking 
questions that assess student 
understanding.  
 

 
4. locate existing social studies content information, specifically primary 

source documents and scholarly journal articles for interpretation, 
analysis, and the creation of original student products appropriate for all 
audiences;  

       

McGraw-Hill is dedicated to 
providing students with 
information that represents 
diverse perspectives and 
promotes critical thinking. This is 
particularly important in history 
programs. Each of these learning 
systems stresses the important 

5. make informed, educated choices based on multiple perspectives, and        



roles that ALL people have 
played in the history of the nation 
and of the world. The narrative of 
both the print Student 
Editions and that included on 
the Student Learning 
Center helps students view 
events from different 
perspectives. Primary Sources 
provide a variety of perspectives 
on the same topic. 

 
McGraw Hill Networks provides 
access to a range of resources 
available in both the Online 
Student Learning Center and 
Online Teacher Lesson Center. 
These resources/activities may 
be from the school classroom to 
the larger public community. 
Collaborative efforts vary and 
may include the following: 
teaming up to work on a group 
presentation such as the 
interactive skill, how to plan a 
service project with classmates, 
and work on a local issue that 
could involve addressing real-
world problems that students 
learn about in their classroom.  
Hands-on projects, technology 
extensions, and our unique 
Collaborative Discussion Thread, 
provide a means for students to 
collaborate and take informed 
action. 

6. interact with outside resources through opportunities for local, regional, 
state, national, and global collaboration in a variety of curated and/or 
vetted resources. 

       

 
Personal and Workplace Productivity Skills 

 
For student proficiency in content standards, the instructional materials will 
provide students with the opportunity to: 

       



Students are provided with 
research questions and activities 
in the Chapter Assessment in the 
Student Edition under the 
heading Research and 
Presentation activities.  
 
A wide variety of activities are 
included at point-of-use in the 
Teacher Wraparound Edition and 
online lesson plans that support 
student-led research projects. In 
particular, note the activities 
labeled “Writing Skills” and 
“Technology Skills” as select 
versions of those will address 
research and writing skills. 
 
Skillbuilder activities help 
students learn how to use 
primary and secondary sources 
and validate those sources and 
report on research findings. 
 

7. conduct research, validate sources, and report ethically on findings;        

The online Student Learning 
Center boosts student 
engagement and provides 
powerful, standards-based 
curriculum with access to 
rigorous content, relevant 
primary sources, and engaging 
videos. Social studies content 
comes alive as students interact 
with content differentiated to their 
reading level.  Students also 
have the ability to take notes, 
submit assignments all online, 
and collaborate with teachers 
and other students about 
relevant social studies topics with 
online discussion boards. 

8. identify, evaluate, and apply appropriate technology tools for a variety 
of purposes; 

       



Each chapter begins and ends 
with an overarching Essential 
Question(s) that encourages 
student inquiry during the study 
of chapter content. Students 
examine the roles of geography, 
government, economic choices, 
citizenship, culture, social 
change, and individual and 
community rights, for example, 
as they pertain subject being 
studied. Research activities and 
an abundant primary and 
secondary source library give 
students the tools they need to 
engage in self-directed inquiry.  

9. engage in self-directed and/or independent inquiry        

The online collaboration tool 
provides opportunities for students 
to participate in online discussions 
or collaborate with other students 
on projects. The Teacher’s Edition 
provides many activities for small 
group work and think-pair-share 
activities. In addition, the Hands-on 
Chapter Projects may be 
completed in small group settings, 
allowing students opportunities to 
work collaboratively. Simulations in 
the high school programs require 
students to work together to 
complete the activity. 

10. Provide a variety of structures for working collaboratively; and        

Hands-On Projects and 
Technology Extensions are 
cumulative chapter projects that 
vary in approach but provide 
students an opportunity to extend 
their comprehension with 
meaningful activities. Students 
are encouraged to take different 
roles in the execution of the 
projects allowing them to take 

11. practice time-management and project management skills for problem 
based learning and group projects. 

       



turns managing the project and 
practicing time management 
skills to meet the due date 
provided by the teacher. 
  

B. Developmentally Appropriate Instructional Resources and Strategies 
 
For student proficiency in content standards: 

 
The course was designed for 
grade-level reading which is Lexile 
measured and includes all of the 
core learning content. The content 
aligns to college and career 
readiness expectations. 
 
The comprehensive Lesson 
Plans included in the Teacher 
Edition and in the Teacher 
Lesson Center provide a variety 
of teaching suggestions that 
teachers may use for different 
learning styles and needs.  The 
Teacher Edition includes 
hundreds of suggestions to 
differentiate instruction, all at 
point-of-use through the lesson.   
 
The chapter interleaf provides a 
“letters and brackets” key, which 
identifies skill-based strategies 
used throughout the lesson, 
including activities that are 
content focused and literacy 
focused.  Suggested outside 
reading lists include different 
reading levels to accommodate 
different learners. Intervention 
and Remediation strategies are 
found at the beginning of every 
chapter. 
 
There are activities to meet all 

 
12. Content is structured to ensure all students meet grade‐specific 

expectations as they develop content knowledge and literacy skills 
aligned to college and career readiness expectations. 

       



learning styles. Lesson videos, 
visual literacy activities, and a 
wealth of online multimedia 
experiences, which include 
interactive timelines, interactive 
photos and interactive maps, 
meet the needs of visual-spatial 
learners, auditory learners, 
interpersonal learners, linguistic 
learners, and logical-
mathematical learners. 
 
The below level reader included 
with the Online Student Edition in 
the Student Learning Center 
provides students with 
comprehensive chapter content 
written below grade level. 
Teachers have the option of 
assigning the Below Level 
Reader to students who need the 
extra reading help. 
 
Within the student edition, 
reinforcement is provided in 
several ways. Each lesson 
includes a Taking Notes activity 
that uses a graphic organizer to 
reinforce student understanding. 
Each topic ends with a Progress 
Check question to reinforce 
student comprehension.  
 
In addition, key academic and 
content vocabulary terms are 
called out in the narrative and 
carefully defined to reinforce 
student retention of the new 
vocabulary. Content knowledge 
is further reinforced in the lesson 
reviews with questions that focus 
on answering the guiding 
questions.  

13. Instructional resource includes suggestions for appropriate scaffolding, 
emphasizes the importance of vocabulary acquisition and application, 
provides opportunities to engage in high interest, age‐appropriate 
activities that mirror real‐life situations, and make cross‐curricular, 
global connections.   

       



 
Social studies skills are 
reinforced through critical 
thinking questions that 
accompany all images, maps, 
charts, graphs and special 
features. The chapter 
assessment further reinforces 
skills with several 21st century 
skills activities, document-based 
questions, and extended 
response questions.  
 
The McGraw-Hill Education 
current events web site—btw—
includes a variety of articles with 
accompanying questions and 
activities to help students make 
connections in the context of 
high interest, age‐appropriate 
current event news stories in 
order to better understand real‐
life situations and make cross‐
curricular and global 
connections.   
Assessing Background 
Knowledge activities help 
students link prior knowledge to 
new information they will learn in 
the chapter. 
 
Additional resources available 
online as worksheets include 
Economics of History Activities, 
Geography and History Activities, 
Critical Thinking Skill Activities, 
and more.  
 
Activating prior knowledge is 
taken into consideration by the 
narrative text.  Connections 
between what students know and 
think about are made with the 

14. Instructional material provides opportunities for students to link prior 
knowledge to new information to construct their own viable mental 
maps and deepen understanding of the connections to the social 
sciences. 

       



text and questions and activities 
that ask students to consider 
what they learned in earlier 
chapters. 

Abundant maps, tables, graphs, 
charts, diagrams, and other 
media are used to teach history, 
geography, civics, and 
economics skills in the Student 
Edition. All also appear, often 
with significant interactivity, in the 
Student Learning Center. 

15. Students are provided with opportunities to analyze and infer 
relationships with maps, tables, charts, graphs, globes, media, and 
technology sources to acquire and apply new information (e.g., global 
information systems). 

       

Time lines in the Student Edition 
and the Student Learning Center 
provide opportunities for students 
to sequence events in 
chronological order. Taking 
Notes graphic organizer time 
lines, questions in the Lesson 
Review and questions and 
activities in the Chapter 
Assessment also provide 
opportunities for students to take 
what they have learned in the 
Student Edition narrative and 
demonstrate that they are able to 
place key influences, 
movements, and events in 
chronological order. 

16. Instructional materials offers opportunities for students to sequence 
economic, societal, cultural, and political influences, movements, and 
events in chronological order.  (e.g. cultural movements such as the 
counter-culture movement, a societal movement over time such as the 
women's suffrage movement, or tracing the history of free-market 
capitalism, or the events of American Revolution)  

       

In the Student Edition text, 
students are exposed to 
important themes in the study of 
history, geography, civics, and 
economics. These themes are 
investigated at different points in 
the scope and sequence of the 
learning. Activities and 
assessment questions have 
students make connections 
between different historical time 
periods and “then and now.” 
Activities and questions in the 

 
17. Instructional materials provides opportunities for students to investigate 

issues that are interconnected thematically or chronologically (e.g., 
colonialism, poverty, human rights, environment, energy, safety, 
immigration, conflict) to solve complex problems suggesting the 
possibility of multiple solutions.  

       



Chapter Assessment ask 
students to use problem solving 
approaches in response to 
complex issues. Additional 
activities are provided in the 
Teacher Edition. 

Networks learning systems are 
built using the principles of 
Understanding by Design®—an 
approach to backward design 
developed by Jay McTighe and 
Grant Wiggins. Each chapter 
planner in the Teacher Edition 
sets out the Enduring 
Understanding that will be 
achieved with mastery of the 
chapter content. Teachers are 
also provided with a 
comprehensive list of objectives, 
entitled “Students Will Know” and 
a list of skills entitled “Students 
Will Be Able To” for the chapter. 
To reach the Enduring 
Understanding, each chapter in 
the student edition begins with 
one or more Essential Questions. 
Each lesson is broken into a 
series of topics. Each topic 
includes a Guiding Question. As 
students master the content and 
are able to answer the Guiding 
Questions, their ability to 
respond and reflect on the 
Essential Questions increases. 
As students achieve the ability to 
answer the Essential Questions, 
they achieve the Enduring 
Understanding. The lesson 
reviews and the chapter 
assessments are aligned with 
the objectives. Each lesson 
review and chapter assessment 

18. Instructional resources include guiding questions and essential 
questions to aid students' development of social awareness and a 
deeper understanding of the social sciences. 

       



includes questions that ask 
students to answer the Guiding 
Question. Each chapter activities 
page includes an activity that 
explores the Essential Question 
and in the Teacher’s Edition, 
teachers are provided with 
activities to wrap-up the chapter, 
including a review of the 
chapter’s Enduring 
Understanding.  Each lesson 
review contains a writing prompt 
that broadens students’ 
knowledge of the social 
sciences, as do the DBQ 
questions in the Chapter 
Assessment 

Intervention and remediation 
strategies are found at the 
beginning of every chapter. 
Specific activities for English 
Language Learners (ELL), 
Approaching Level (AL), and 
Beyond Level (BL) are included 
in the print and digital lesson 
plans. These activities are 
identified by small AL, BL, and 
ELL icons. Specific reading 
strategies are designed to assist 
English Learners and students 
who struggle with reading. 

19. Provide resources for intervention, enrichment, and to allow for 
personalized learning.         

McGraw-Hill Education’s current 
events website btw offers 
engaging, up-to-date, student-
centric coverage of current 
events in the United States and 
around the globe. Election 
Central, McGraw-Hill’s civics and 
election website provides 
information on local, state, and 
national elections and current 
political issues.  

20. Materials provide a real-time electronic resource which students can 
access for updates on regional, state, national and global information.        



  
C. Career Development/Life Planning/Global Citizenship 
For student proficiency in content standards, the instructional materials will provide students with the opportunity to: 

 
McGraw-Hill Education’s current 
events website btw contains 
stories and information on 
different careers and career 
paths for students to explore. 
From the Home menu, select 
Careers for a range of articles 
and accompanying activities. The 
Understanding Economics 
program Student Edition includes 
featured careers in each chapter. 

21. Develop Career Awareness 
        

McGraw-Hill Education’s current 
events website btw contains 
stories and information on 
different careers and career 
paths for students to explore. 
From the Home menu, select 
Careers for a range of articles 
and accompanying activities. 

22. Explore Career and Life Plans        

          McGraw-Hill School Education is 
committed to publishing 
pedagogically sound, high-quality, 
educational material that is fair, 
unbiased, and that recognizes the 
unique contributions of people of 
all races, cultures, and faiths. 
Students are presented with 
information that represents 
diverse perspectives and 
promotes critical thinking. Primary 
sources provide a variety of 
perspectives on the same topic. 

23. Acquire a Diverse and Knowledgeable World View.        

In McGraw-Hill Education 
networks programs students 
learn about social justice 
movements in the United States 
and around the world. Questions 
in the Student Edition and 
activities in the Teacher’s Edition 

24. Promote Social Justice 
        



have students make connections 
to the social justice movements 
presented in the text and current 
issues in their communities. 
McGraw-Hill Education’s current 
events website btw includes 
articles about social justice 
issues and accompanying 
questions and activities. 
McGraw-Hill Education’s election 
and civics website Election 
Central includes articles and 
information on citizenship skills 
and leadership skills in the 
Citizenship in Action section. 
Students learn about historic and 
modern leaders as both role 
models and examples or 
irresponsible leadership. In 
addition, students have 
opportunities to model 
responsible leadership by taking 
leadership roles on small group 
projects.  

25. Promote Responsible Leadership 
        

McGraw-Hill Education’s Online 
Student Center includes 
supplementary materials on 
personal financial literacy that 
promote financial responsibility. 
McGraw-Hill’s website Election 
Central includes a section on 
Citizenship in Action. Here 
students learn about the financial 
aspects of good citizenship such 
as obeying the law and paying 
taxes. 

26. Promote Financial Responsibility 
        

  
D. Assessment  

 
McGraw-Hill networks™ includes 
a variety 
of purposeful assessment 
instruments to support instruction 

 
27. To ensure a balanced assessment,  the instructional material will provide 

tools for a balanced approach to assessment including both formative and 
summative assessments in multiple formats (e.g.,  rubrics, document 

       



and assess student mastery of 
the content. Both formative and 
summative options are available 
in print and online. Assessments 
include a variety of question 
types such as selected response, 
short answer, essay, oral, and 
research-based projects to check 
for mastery of student content. 

Formative and authentic 
assessments are referenced in 
the Understanding by Design® 
lesson plan in the Teacher 
Edition, and found in the Teacher 
Lesson Center online and 
include Hands-on Chapter 
Projects, Simulations, and DBQs. 
  
Summative assessments include 
Lesson Quizzes provides daily 
and on-going assessment. 
Chapter Tests are available as 
Traditional (multiple choice, 
true/false, short answer, 
matching, etc.) and as 
Document-Based Questions 
(DBQ) tests.  The DBQ tests are 
short answer and essay 
questions.  

Rubrics for evaluating chapter 
hands-on projects are provided 
online. In addition, a bank of 
Rubrics that can be used for a 
variety of authentic assessments 
are found in the Teacher 
Resource Library’s assessment 
tab. 

based questions (DBQs), performance-based measures, open-ended 
questioning, portfolio evaluation, and multimedia simulations) that not only 
guide instruction but also identify student mastery of content.   

 E. Organization, Presentation and Format 



The online Student Resource 
Library provides a variety of 
materials that are tightly aligned 
to the content in each program.  
 
The online Student Lesson 
Center includes videos, 
interactive graphs, maps, charts, 
graphic organizers, audio and 
much more. Students can take 
notes, highlight, and save and 
submit assignments online.  In 
addition, there are Hands-On 
Projects with Technology 
Extensions that include 
simulations, real-life situations, 
and other experiential activities.  
The Technology Extensions 
incorporate the use of avatars, 
blogs, wikis, Google 
spreadsheets, and other 
applications that appeal to 
students used to working in a 
digital environment.  
 
The Student Edition art and 
graphics program provides 
uncluttered easy-to-read designs 
to enhance student 
understanding of key social 
studies content. These graphics, 
usually accompanied by 
questions that assess student 
understanding of the visuals, 
include photographs, art, maps, 
graphs, and charts. 
 
 The print and online Teacher 
Editions provide step-by-step 
lesson plans for each 
chapter and lesson of the 
programs. Lesson Plans include 
interactive whiteboard activities, 

28. Information is organized logically and presented clearly using multiple 
methods and modes for delivering instruction that motivate and increase 
literacy as students engage in high interest, authentic activities. 

 

       



slide shows, lecture slides, 
videos, interactive maps, and 
other projectable resources to 
engage students.  
 

          McGraw-Hill networks: A Social 
Studies Learning System is a 
groundbreaking series for 
teaching core curriculum and 
electives for grades 6-12 through 
interactive online teacher and 
student centers. Media such as 
videos, interactive maps, 
interactive photographs, images, 
charts, graphs, political cartoons, 
games, and graphic organizers 
enhance instruction and extend 
student learning.  

29. The use of media enhances instruction and learning. 

 
       

          The complete digital programs 
for students and teachers are 
accessible through ConnectED. 

30. The instructional resource includes a digital file of the student and teacher 
edition, accessible via the internet or an electronic storage device (e.g. USB 
drive, CD, DVD, etc.). 

       

 
  



SPECIFIC EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 

2019-2025 
Group I – Social Studies 

CCR United States - Comprehensive 
 
The following four areas of social studies form the majority of the high school courses that are not content specific (e.g. geography and economics): 
 
Civics 
Civics addresses both citizenship and political systems. Citizenship education prepares students to be informed, active and effective citizens who accept their 
responsibilities, understand their privileges and rights and participate actively in society and government. To be successful participants in society, students must 
understand how to build social capital (a network of social relationships) that encourages reciprocity and trust, two characteristics of civic virtue and good 
citizenship. Students must be able to research issues, form reasoned opinions, support their positions and engage in the political process. Students exercise 
tolerance and empathy, respect the rights of others, and share a concern for the common good while acting responsibly with the interests of the larger community 
in mind. Students must learn and practice intellectual and participatory skills essential for an involved citizenry. To develop these skills, the curriculum must extend 
beyond the school to include experiences in the workplace and service in the community. While studying political systems, students develop global awareness and 
study the foundations of various world governments and the strategies they employ to achieve their goals. With respect to the United States, students learn the 
underlying principles of representative democracy, the constitutional separation of powers and the rule of law. Students learn the origins and meaning of the 
principles, ideals and core democratic values expressed in the foundational documents of the United States. Students recognize the need for authority, 
government and the rights and responsibilities of citizens. 
 
Economics 
Economics analyzes the production, allocation, distribution and use of resources. The economic principles include an understanding of scarcity and choice, 
productivity, markets and prices, supply and demand, competition, role of government, international trade factors and consumer decisions in a global economy. 
Understanding economic principles, whole economies and the interactions between different types of economies helps students comprehend the exchange of 
information, capital and products across the globe. Learners investigate economic principles and their application to historical situations. Learners will work 
cooperatively and individually to analyze how basic economic principles affect their daily lives. Students become financially responsible by examining the 
consequences of and practicing personal financial decision-making.  
 
Geography 
Geography encompasses physical and human systems and the interactions between them on local and global scales. People interact with the natural world in 
culturally distinct ways to produce unique places, which change over time. New technologies and perspectives of geography provide students with an 
understanding of the world, and the ability to evaluate information in spatial terms. The geography standards stress the world in which we live and the role of the 
U.S. in the global community. Students use geographic perspectives and technology to interpret culture, environment and the connection between them. Students 
collaborate with one another and work individually using geographic skills and tools to ask geographic questions based on the five themes of geography (location, 
place, human-environmental interaction, movement and regions). They acquire the necessary information, organize and analyze the information and respond to 
those geographic questions. Students examine the varying ways in which people interact with their environments and appreciate the diversity and similarities of 
cultures and places created by those interactions.  
 
History 
History organizes events and phenomena in terms of when they occurred and examines where, how and why they took place. Students study how individuals and 



societies have changed and interacted over time. They organize events through chronologies and evaluate cause-and-effect relationships among them. Students 
analyze how individuals, groups and nations have shaped cultural heritages. They gather historical data, examine, analyze and interpret this data, and present 
their results in a clear, critical manner. Students study origins and evolutions of culture hearths, settlements, civilizations, states, nations, nation-states, 
governments and economic developments. Through history, students understand the identity and origins of their families, communities, state and nation. Through 
history, students recognize the influence of world events on the development of the United States and they evaluate the influence of the United States on the 
world. Understanding the past helps students prepare for today and the events of the future.  
 
 

College- and Career-Readiness Indicators for Social Studies 
 

The grades K-12 standards on the following pages define what students should know, understand, and be able to do by the end of each grade band. They 
correspond to the College- and Career-Readiness Indicators for Social Studies by grade band (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12). The College- and Career-Readiness 
Indicators and grade-specific standards are necessary complements – the former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity – that 
together define the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate. 
 
Integration of Literacy in Social Studies 
Literacy strategies and skills are applied as students acquire information and communicate their learning and understanding of social studies. Integration of literacy 
in social studies is critical for student success. It is essential that literacy strategy and skill instruction be purposefully and appropriately planned and embedded 
within social studies instruction. 
 

 

United States Studies - Comprehensive 
United States Studies - Comprehensive examines the evolution of the U.S. Constitution as a living document and the role of participatory democracy in the 
development of a rapidly changing technological society. This study of the United States is an examination of the formative years from the colonization of what 
would be the United States to present day. Teachers will engage students in critical thinking and problem-solving skills as students learn and work with factual 
historical content, geography, civics, economics and other social studies concepts. 
 

 

(Vendor/Publisher) 
COMPLETE CORRELATION OF 

SPECIFIC LOCATION OF 
CONTENT WITHIN PRODUCT 

 
IMR Committee Responses 

 
 

I=In-depth 
 

 
A=Adequate 

 

 
M=Minimal 

 

 
N=Nonexistent 

 
I  A  M  N 

  
A. Civics 

 
SE: 109-112, 287, 396 
Constitution Handbook Review 

1. Identify the issues regarding the evolution of United States citizenship and 
evaluate responsibilities and rights of United States citizens (e.g.,        



114 #3 
Constitution Handbook (Digital) 
SF 1-8 
TWE: CTS 111; RS 110, 287; TS 
109, 396; WS 110, 111 

landownership, race, gender and age). 

SE: 102-103, 109-112, 378-381, 
680-685, 688-694 
Constitution Handbook Review 
114 #7 
Constitution Handbook (Digital) 
SF 1-8 
Lesson Review 381 #3, 685 #2 
Primary Sources 686-687 
TWE: CR 685; CTS 378, 681;  
MC 683; OTO 110; RS 680;  
WS 689 

2. Evaluate, then defend the importance of the fundamental democratic 
values and principles of U.S. constitutional democracy in a global context 
including conflicts between individuals, communities and nations: 

 liberty and equality 
 individual rights and the common good 
 majority rule and minority rights 
 The rule of law and ethics (e.g., civil disobedience) 
 patriotism 

       

SE: 46-47, 413-418, 683-685, 
688-690, 693-694, 728-731 
Biography 173, 414, 697 
Critical Thinking 47 
Lesson Review 47 #5, 685 #3 
Primary Sources 686-687 
Step Into the Place 678 
TWE: CR 731; CTS 414; RS 688; 
TS 683, 685; WS 173, 689 

3. Compare various citizens’ responses to controversial government policies 
and actions by monitoring and debating government decisions, and create a 
cooperative and peaceful solution to controversial government policies and 
actions. 

       

SE: 392-393, 486, 506, 658-659, 
692-693, 789-790 
Lesson Review 662 #2, 792 #4 
Digital SE: CH 32, L1, SF 1-3 
TWE: CR 486; CTS 486, 658;  
E 392; MC 393; OTO 658, 659 

4. Analyze multiple media sources and their influence on public opinion and 
policy issues. 

       

SE: 529, 662, 682-684, 735-736, 
762-763, 814 
Analyzing Supreme Court Cases 
681 
Lesson Review 685 #1 
TWE: CTS 529, 662, 681;  
OTO 763; WS 682, 735 

5. Evaluate court cases essential to fundamental democratic principles and 
values (e.g., Brown v. BOE Topeka, Miranda v. Arizona, Roe v. Wade, Mapp 
v. Ohio, Schenck v. U.S., and Doe v. Holder (P.A.T.R.I.O.T. Act). 

       

SE: 671 
Constitution Handbook (Digital) 

SF 1-8 
TWE: Online Resources: 21st 

Century Skills: How to Plan a 

6. Select and participate in a volunteer service or project with a community 
or Veteran’s organization (e.g., American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
Women Veterans of America, Ronald McDonald House, Special Olympics, 
4-H, etc.). 

       



Service Project 

  
B.  Economics 

 
SE: 26-28, 265, 295, 329-330, 
365-366, 473-477, 501-502,  
638-639, 641-642, 643-644 
Lesson Review 28 #4, 268 #3, 
370 #6, 477 #2, 502 #5 
TWE: CR 477; CTS 329, 366, 
474; OTO 641, RS 27, 28, 295; 
VS 330, 501 

7. Trace economic development throughout U.S. History (e.g., Colonial 
period, Revolutionary War, Westward Expansion, Civil War and late 19th 
/early 20th Centuries) and identify the role of market factors in the settlement 
of the United States and the development of the free enterprise system.        

SE: 326-330, 340-345, 360-363 
Lesson Review 330 #2 
The Story Matters 495 
TWE: CTS 327, 329, 341, 342; 
RS 340, 360 

8. Critique the cause and effect relationship between the labor movement, 
industrialization and urbanization in the United States. 

       

SE: 329, 458, 571, 573-574,  
757-758, 638 
Lesson Review 574 #7 
The Story Matters 495 
TWE: CR 574; CTS 758; MC 757 

9. Apply the concept of supply and demand in various historic events as a 
cause of economic turmoil. 

       

SE: 528, 532, 534, 757-758, 797, 
855-856 
Lesson Review 532 #1 
Digital SE: CH 32, L1, SF 4-5 
TWE: CTS 534, 855 

10. Analyze the causes and consequences of the United States’ national 
debt and its effect upon world economic systems. 

       

SE: 454-455, 520-525, 531-532, 
665-666, 672-673, 709, 719, 787 
Charts/Graphs 672 
Lesson Review 525 #2, 673 #4 
TWE: CR 525; CTS 521, 665, 
719; OTO 709; RS 445, 709; TS 
454, 672; WS 525 

11. Assess how various executive initiatives and legislative acts have 
influenced the United States’ economy (e.g., Fourteen Points, New Deal, 
Domino Theory, Great Society, Space Race and Strategic Defense 
Initiative).        

SE: 327, 339, 423, 447, 475-476 
Critical Thinking 476 
Lesson Review 477 #6 
TWE: CTS 327, 339, 476; VS 476 

12. Cite evidence of the economic and cultural impact of advertising and the 
growth of consumerism (e.g., differentiate between wants and needs).        

SE: 326, 340, 394-395, 821-822 
Lesson Review 330 #1 (U.S.) 
Digital SE: CH 12, L1, SF 1-2 
TWE: CTS 822; WS 395 

13. Identify various developed countries (MDC) and developing countries 
(LDC) and evaluate their GDP to determine the standard of living of their 
citizens (e.g., health care, education, military, industrial and agricultural 
capabilities). 

       



  
C. Geography 

 
SE: 947-961, 962-975, 976-977 
TWE: CTS 967, 971; RS 969, 
973; TS 970, 972; VS 965, 968; 
WS 974 

14. Apply correct vocabulary and geographic tools to determine and 
illustrate geographic concepts (e.g., major meridians of longitude and 
parallels of latitude, physical features, landforms, bodies of water, climatic 
regions, states and their capitals, and relative and exact location). 

       

SE: 950-953 
Charts/Graphs 24 
Geography Connection 85, 143, 
166 
Step Into the Place 209, 293 
TWE: CTS 209; OTO 85; VS 24, 
143, 166, 209, 283 

15. Determine the most appropriate maps and graphics in an atlas for 
analyzing geographic issues regarding the growth and development of the 
United States (e.g., topography, movement of people, transportation routes, 
settlement patterns, growth of population and cities, etc.).        

SE: 361-363, 367, 369, 416-417, 
423, 804-805 
Lesson Review 363 #5 
TWE: CTS 361, 805; OTO 360, 
369, 423; TS 361; WS 362, 416 

16. Evaluate the impact of health and cultural considerations on the quality 
of life over different historical time periods.  

       

SE: 309, 352-356, 487-489, 568, 
577-578, 740-741, 765-766 
Biography 489 
Lesson Review 356 #5 
The Story Matters 465 
TWE: CTS 487, 489; OTO 487, 
577; RS 488, 740; TS 488;  
VS 577 

17. Analyze the characteristics of cultural contributions of Native Americans, 
African Americans, Hispanics and all immigrants (e.g., Germans, Italians, 
Irish, etc.).  

       

SE: 210-211, 311-313, 373-375, 
377, 504, 779-780 
Geography Connection 780 
Lesson Review 313 #5, 500 #5 
TWE: CTS 311; OTO 374, 504; 
RS 210; VS 211, 504, 780;  
WS 312, 377 

18. Analyze the ways in which physical and cultural geography have 
influenced significant historic events and movements. 

       

SE: 225, 454-456, 606-607, 609 
Geography Connection 455, 606, 
608 
Lesson Review 225 #1, 457 #2 
TWE: RS 225, 606 

19. Evaluate the changing boundaries of world maps as a result of wars. 

       

  
D. History 

 



SE: 16-22, 23-28, 29-33, 42-47 
Analyzing Primary Sources 32 
Charts/Graphs 24 
Geography Connection 19, 21, 
26-27, 43, 45 
Lesson Review 22 #4, 28 #3,  
33 #3 
TWE: CTS 20, 23; OTO 45;  
RS 17, 19, 24, 27, 28, 29, 31 

20. Demonstrate an understanding of the European settlement of North 
America. 
• Compare and contrast the distinct characteristics of each colonial region 

in the settlement and development of America, including religious, 
social, political, and economic differences (i.e. Proclamation of 1763, 
French and Indian War). 

• Identify and examine European colonial rivalries and the centralization 
British control. 

       

SE: 42-47, 50-57, 60-64, 84-87, 
88-92 
Charts/Graphs 91 
Geography Connection 45, 53, 85 
Lesson Review 92 #4 
Political Cartoon 56 
Primary Source 48-49, 58-59 
Step Into the Place 40, 82 
The Story Matters 81 
TWE: CR 57; CTS 44, 54, 58, 85, 
87, 91; RS 49, 52, 89; TS 51;  
WS 59, 63 

21. Demonstrate an understanding of the establishment of the new 
Republic. 
• Trace the major events leading to the American Revolution including the 

writing of the Declaration of Independence. 
• Examine the contributions of key individuals in the development of the 

Republic. 
• Determine the strengths and weaknesses in the Articles of 

Confederation and how their failure led to the development of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

• Compare and contrast political ideologies and sectional differences in 
the development of the U.S. Constitution (e.g. economic development, 
slavery, and social reforms). 

       

SE: 146-147, 150-153, 164, 210-
212, 213-215, 216-220, 221-225 
Analyzing Primary Sources 223 
Geography Connection 147, 151, 
217, 219 
Lesson Review 153 #5, 212 #3 
TWE: CTS 211; OTO 150;  
RS 164, 212; VS 219; WS 147, 
210, 223 

22. Demonstrate an understanding of westward movement and land 
acquisition. 
• Examine the consequences of the expansion of the republic on the 

native population. 
• Summarize the United States’ relations with foreign powers (e.g. 

Louisiana Purchase, War of 1812, Monroe Doctrine, Manifest Destiny 
and the Mexican-American War.) 

• Compare and contrast the social, economic, and political development in 
different regions of the country during the antebellum period. 

       

SE: 232-237, 238-243, 244-247, 
254-257, 260-264, 269-273, 24-
2747, 284-289, 290-293, 294-297 
Analyzing Primary Sources 285 
Analyzing Supreme Court Cases 
240 
Biography 241, 256, 273, 289 
Geography Connection 247, 275, 
288 
Political Cartoon 237, 243 
Primary Sources 258-259 
TWE: CR 243, 247, 293; CTS 
235, 257, 271; RS 239, 254, 264, 

23. Demonstrate an understanding of the course of the American Civil War 
and Reconstruction in America. 
• Identify and analyze the events which led to the secession of the south 

from the Union and the formation of the Confederate States of America. 
• Trace the major events of the Civil War and evaluate the impact of 

political and military leadership during the war. 
• Evaluate short-term and long-term effects of Reconstruction on the 

nation (e.g. Civil War Amendments, radical republicans, Jim Crow). 
       



287; WS 276 
SE: 165-169, 191-194, 195-199, 
326-330, 352-356, 360-363 
Charts/Graphs 353, 355 
Geography Connection 166, 192, 
327 
Lesson Review 330 #6, 356 #4 
Primary Sources 358-359 
TWE: CR 169; CTS 327, 329, 
352; RS 196, 360; VS 363;  
WS 195, 356 

24. Demonstrate an understanding of the industrialization and reform 
movements. 
• Analyze the contributions of business, industry, and entrepreneurs in the 

late 19th/early 20th century. 
• Compare and contrast the societal, economic and population shifts in 

the United States in the late 19th century (i.e. Agrarian to Industrial, rural 
to urban, labor vs. industry, immigration, migration). 

• Identify the goals and accomplishments of reformers and reform 
movements (e.g. women’s rights, minorities, labor, temperance, 
Progressivism etc.) 

       

SE: 388-391, 392-397, 398-406, 
442-444, 451-457, 458-461 
Analyzing Primary Sources 396, 
443 
Geography Connection 389, 401, 
452, 455 
Lesson Review 403 #1, 444 #5, 
461 #3 
TWE: CR 391; CTS 389, 453;  
RS 393, 401, 402, 443; WS 395, 
399 

25. Demonstrate an understanding of the United States’ emergence as a 
world power. 
• Evaluate the impact of United States foreign policy on global affairs 

(e.g., Open Door Policy, Good Neighbor Policy, Big Stick Diplomacy, 
Dollar Diplomacy, and Moral Diplomacy). 

• Trace the shift from isolationism to intervention and imperialism (e.g. 
Spanish-American War, annexation of Hawaii, development of the 
Panama Canal). 

• Analyze and explain how political, social, and economic factors 
influenced American involvement in World War I (e.g., treaties, alliances, 
and nationalism). 

• List and explain underlying causes, major players, and the effects of 
World War I. 

       

SE: 483-486, 487-491, 498-502, 
503-506, 508-511, 520-525,  
528-532, 534-535 
Analyzing Primary Sources 530 
Biography 484, 489 
Charts/Graphs 499, 501, 523 
Lesson Review 502 #8, 525 #8 
Political Cartoon 509 
Primary Sources 526-527 
TWE: CR 491, 506, 535; RS 483, 
520; TS 488; VS 499; WS 505 

26. Demonstrate an understanding of the Great Depression and the New 
Deal. 
• Examine causes of the stock market crash and draw conclusions about 

the immediate and lasting economic, social, and political effects on the 
United States and the World. 

• Research the changing social values that led to the expansion of 
government in the 1920’s & 1930’s (e.g. constitutional amendments, 
New Deal legislation, etc.). 

• Investigate the different cultural movements during the late 1920’s & 
1930’s. 

       

SE: 542-546, 547-551, 552-557, 
566-574, 592-595 
Analyzing Primary Sources 593 
Analyzing Supreme Court Cases 
571 
Charts/Graphs 567, 568 
Geography Connection 556 
Lesson Review 546 #4, 551 #4, 

27. Demonstrate an understanding of the events surrounding World War II. 
• Explain how the world economic crisis initiated worldwide political 

change. 
• Explore the causes and effects of World War II and describe the impact 

the war had on the world (e.g. failure of the Treaty of Versailles/League 
of Nations, militarism, nationalism, failure of appeasement). 

• Investigate the abuse of human rights during World War II (e.g. 

       



595 #4 
Political Cartoon 548 
Primary Sources 558-559 
TWE: CR 557; CTS 542, 557, 
569, 573; RS 552, 566, 571;  
WS 545, 555 

Japanese Internment, Holocaust, stereotypes, propaganda). 
• Identify contributions from the American-Homefront during the war (e.g. 

Rosie the Riveters, victory gardens, liberty bonds). 
• Analyze the long-term consequences of the use of atomic weaponry to 

end the war. 

SE: 604-608, 610-616, 618-629, 
663-668 
Biography 620 
Charts/Graphs 612 
Geography Connection 606, 608, 
613, 666 
Lesson Review 609 #5, 616 #4, 
629 #6 
The Story Matters 601 
TWE: CR 616; CTS 606, 615, 
619, 667; RS 605, 611, 612, 665; 
TS 625 

28. Demonstrate an understanding of Post - World War II America. 
• Compare and contrast the United States and the Soviet Union following 

WWII and their emergence as superpowers. 
• Identify social, technological, and political changes that occurred in the 

United States as a result of the tensions caused by the Cold War. 
• Trace the events of the Cold War and confrontations between the United 

States and other world powers. 
       

SE: 658-662, 680-685, 688-694, 
695-699, 728-731, 732-736,  
737-741 
Analyzing Primary Sources 691 
Analyzing Supreme Court Cases 
681 
Biography 697, 740, 741 
Charts/Graphs 692, 738 
Lesson Review 685 #6, 699 #3 
Political Cartoon 731 
Primary Sources 686-687 
TWE: CTS 683, 690, 729, 734; 
RS 681, 689, 690; VS 698 

29. Demonstrate an understanding of the social and political conflicts that 
brought forth an era of change in America. 
• Investigate key people, places, and events of the African-American Civil 

Rights Movement. 
• Research the various paradigm shifts during the 1950’s, 1960’s, & 

1970’s (e.g. counterculture, rock n’ roll, women’s rights, Roe v. Wade, 
shifts in technology). 

• Connect events to continued questions of trust in federal government 
(e.g., Watergate, Iran Contra and Pentagon Papers). 

       

SE: 761, 807-808, 814, 820-823, 
832-835, 836-840, 865-871 
Geography Connection 822, 833 
Lesson Review 761 #7, 823 #7, 
835 #6, 840 #4 
TWE: CR 835; CTS 823, 832, 
834, 837, 870 

30. Demonstrate an understanding of America’s continued role in the 
complex global community. 
• Evaluate the causes and effects of acts of foreign and domestic 

terrorism before and after 9/11. (e.g. Iran hostage crisis, 1993 World 
Trade Center, Oklahoma City, USS Cole, 2001 attacks on World Trade 
Center & Pentagon, PATRIOT Act, death of Osama bin Laden) 

• Identify the positive and negative consequences of the advancement of 
technology. 

• Evaluate and explain modern American policies (i.e., foreign and 
domestic), immigration, the global environment, and other current 
emerging issues. 

       

 



 

 


