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NON-NEGOTIABLE EVALUATION CRITERIA 

 
2019-2025 

Group I – Social Studies 
CCR Geography 

 
 
Equity, Accessibility and Format 
Yes No CRITERIA NOTES 
  1. INTER-ETHNIC 

The instructional materials meet the requirements of inter-
ethnic: concepts, content and illustrations, as set by WV 
Board of Education Policy 2445.41. 

McGraw-Hill Education and McGraw-Hill School Education, LLC, 
are committed to publishing pedagogically sound, high-quality, 
educational material that is fair, unbiased, and that recognizes the 
unique contributions of people of all races, cultures, and faiths. 
 
To ensure that our textbooks meet these high standards, all 
textbooks are authored by scholars and educators who are 
recognized experts in their areas of specialty. McGraw-Hill School 
Education, LLC also submits manuscripts to independent scholars 
and teachers for their review. The recommendations of these 
educators and specialists are then incorporated into the 
manuscript to ensure that the materials are accurate and unbiased, 
present the materials in an age-appropriate and meaningful 
manner, and reflect the most current research in the subject area. 

  2. EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
The instructional material meets the requirements of equal 

McGraw-Hill Education and McGraw-Hill School Education, LLC, 
are committed to publishing pedagogically sound, high-quality, 



opportunity: concepts, content, illustration, heritage, roles 
contributions, experiences and achievements of males and 
females in American and other cultures. 

educational material that is fair, unbiased, and that recognizes the 
unique contributions of people of all races, cultures, and faiths. 
 
To ensure that our textbooks meet these high standards, all 
textbooks are authored by scholars and educators who are 
recognized experts in their areas of specialty. McGraw-Hill School 
Education, LLC also submits manuscripts to independent scholars 
and teachers for their review. The recommendations of these 
educators and specialists are then incorporated into the 
manuscript to ensure that the materials are accurate and unbiased, 
present the materials in an age-appropriate and meaningful 
manner, and reflect the most current research in the subject area. 

  3. FORMAT 
This resource includes an interactive electronic/digital  
component for students. 

This program offers both an engaging, student friendly text in 
print and online and the Online Student Learning Center to draw 
your students into rigorous learning experiences. 

  4. BIAS 
The instructional material is free of political bias. 

McGraw-Hill Education and McGraw-Hill School Education, LLC, 
are committed to publishing pedagogically sound, high-quality, 
educational material that is fair, unbiased, and that recognizes the 
unique contributions of people of all races, cultures, and faiths. 
 
To ensure that our textbooks meet these high standards, all 
textbooks are authored by scholars and educators who are 
recognized experts in their areas of specialty. McGraw-Hill School 
Education, LLC also submits manuscripts to independent scholars 
and teachers for their review. The recommendations of these 
educators and specialists are then incorporated into the 
manuscript to ensure that the materials are accurate and unbiased, 
present the materials in an age-appropriate and meaningful 
manner, and reflect the most current research in the subject area. 

  5. COMMON CORE 
The instructional materials do not reference Common Core 
academic standards.  (WV Code §18-2E-1b-1) 

This program does not reference Common Core State Standards.  



GENERAL EVALUATION CRITERIA 

2019-2025 
Group I – Social Studies 

Geography 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS ADOPTION:  COLLEGE- AND CAREER-READINESS LEARNING EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 

The general evaluation criteria apply to each grade level and are to be evaluated for each grade level unless otherwise specified.  These criteria consist of 
information critical to the development of all grade levels.  In reading the general evaluation criteria and subsequent specific grade level criteria, e.g. means 
“examples of” and i.e. means that “each of” those items must be addressed.   Eighty percent of the general and eighty percent of the specific criteria must be 
met with I (In-depth) or A (Adequate) in order to be recommended. 
 

(Vendor/Publisher) 
COMPLETE CORRELATION OF 

SPECIFIC LOCATION OF 
CONTENT WITHIN PRODUCT 

(IMR Committee) Responses 
 

I=In-depth 
 

A=Adequate 
 

M=Minimal 
 

N=Nonexistent 
 I  A  M  N 

 In addition to alignment with the College- and Career-Readiness Standards (CCRSs), materials 
must also clearly connect to  the Student Success Standards which include opportunities for 
students to develop: 

  
A. Developing personal and educational skills 
 

Each chapter begins and ends 
with an overarching Essential 
Question(s) that encourages 
student inquiry during the study of 
chapter content. Students 
examine the roles of geography, 
government, economic choices, 
citizenship, culture, social 
change, and individual and 
community rights, for example, as 
they pertain to the period of 
history under study.  
 
Our programs also include 
Hands-on Chapter Projects that 
apply the principles of 

 
Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills 
 
Social Studies Content: 
  
1. is presented in a way that deepens student understanding through 

meaningful and challenging inquiry-based learning that builds on 
prior knowledge and promotes social science connections (e.g., the 
importance that geography, economics and civics play within 
historical and current events, understanding the importance of 
sociological and psychological connections to society, the 
importance of historical and current events in civic decision making);  

   
 
 

    
 
 



construction of knowledge 
through the use of disciplined 
inquiry. The Technology 
Extensions for these chapter 
projects offer yet another vital 
realm of disciplined inquiry.  
 
The teacher wraparound edition 
and online teacher lesson plans 
include a variety of activities 
which also serve to activate 
inquiry-based thinking and 
deepen student understanding, 
especially those labeled with 
“Visual Skills” or “Critical Thinking 
Skills.” 
 
Other constructions of knowledge 
resources include our current 
events Web site that includes 
high-interest news articles written 
for the social studies classroom 
and allows for additional 
opportunities for disciplined 
inquiry and making connections in 
the social sciences. 
 
Opportunities for complex 
thinking and analysis are 
integrated throughout the Student 
and Teacher Editions. Writing 
prompts in Lesson Reviews and 
Chapter Assessments, Critical 
Thinking questions and DBQ 
responses require students to 
engage in complex thinking and 
analysis. 
 
Features such as “Explore the 
Region” and “Why Geography 
Matters,” “Global Connections,” 
as well as integrated primary 
sources introduce students to 

2. engages in complex thinking and analysis in the social sciences 
which promotes the development of multiple perspectives, thoughtful 
well-framed questions and thoughtful judgment applicable to 
students’ own lives and future situations; and 

       



complex thinking and analysis as 
well as multiple perspectives.  
Questions and activities are 
created to help students apply the 
knowledge to their own lives. The 
Teacher Edition provides 
activities to extend critical thinking 
and to help the teacher make 
connections to students’ lives. 
 

Each unit is introduced by an 
“Explore the Region” feature, 
while each chapter is introduced 
by a feature called “Why 
Geography Matters;” both serve 
to situate the material to be 
covered by that unit and chapter 
within the context of a topics of 
interest as well as to permit 
learners to make local, regional, 
state, national, and global 
connections.  

“Connecting Geography to 
Science” activities within the 
Student Edition help students 
make real-world connections 
between the material and 
everyday life. Activities in the 
Teacher’s Edition reinforce this 
learning. 

The McGraw-Hill Education 
current events web site—btw—
includes a variety of articles with 
accompanying questions and 
activities to help students make 
connections between historical 
content and current events. 

3. Promotes local, regional, state, national, and global connections, 
both past and present; while also promoting real-world, authentic 
relationships which consider human choice and natural catastrophic 
events on historic outcomes. 

       

 
Information and Communication Skills/Social Studies  

       



For student proficiency in content standards, the instructional materials will 
include multiple strategies that provide students with the opportunity to: 

Primary sources are embedded 
and clearly labeled throughout the 
narrative of the Student Edition of 
each program. Side feature 
Primary Sources are found 
throughout the text and are 
accompanied by Document 
Based Questions (DBQs).  
 
Chapter level assessments also 
include primary source analysis 
activities as do assessments 
available in the Online 
Assessment Center. 
 
Primary Sources are also 
available online at the Student 
Learning Center. In addition, the 
Student Resource Library as well 
as the Resource Library that is 
part of the Teacher Lesson 
Center includes hundreds of 
supplementary primary sources 
along with critical thinking 
questions that assess student 
understanding.  
 

 
4. locate existing social studies content information, specifically primary 

source documents and scholarly journal articles for interpretation, 
analysis, and the creation of original student products appropriate for 
all audiences;  

       

McGraw-Hill is dedicated to 
providing students with 
information that represents 
diverse perspectives and 
promotes critical thinking. This is 
particularly important in history 
programs. Each of these learning 
systems stresses the important 
roles that ALL people have 
played in the history of the nation 
and of the world. The narrative of 
both the print Student 
Editions and that included on 

5. make informed, educated choices based on multiple perspectives, 
and 

       



the Student Learning 
Center helps students view 
events from different 
perspectives. Primary Sources 
provide a variety of perspectives 
on the same topic. 

 
McGraw Hill Networks provides 
access to a range of resources 
available in both the Online 
Student Learning Center and 
Online Teacher Lesson Center. 
These resources/activities may 
be from the school classroom to 
the larger public community. 
Collaborative efforts vary and 
may include the following: 
teaming up to work on a group 
presentation such as the 
interactive skill, how to plan a 
service project with classmates, 
and work on a local issue that 
could involve addressing real-
world problems that students 
learn about in their classroom.  
Hands-on projects, technology 
extensions, and our unique 
Collaborative Discussion Thread, 
provide a means for students to 
collaborate and take informed 
action. 

6. interact with outside resources through opportunities for local, 
regional, state, national, and global collaboration in a variety of 
curated and/or vetted resources. 

       

 
Personal and Workplace Productivity Skills 

 
For student proficiency in content standards, the instructional materials will 
provide students with the opportunity to: 

       

Students are provided with 
research questions and activities 
in the Chapter Assessment in the 
Student Edition under the 
heading Research and 

7. conduct research, validate sources, and report ethically on findings;        



Presentation activities.  
 
A wide variety of activities are 
included at point-of-use in the 
Teacher Wraparound Edition and 
online lesson plans that support 
student-led research projects. In 
particular, note the activities 
labeled “Writing Skills” and 
“Technology Skills” as select 
versions of those will address 
research and writing skills. 
 
 

The online Student Learning 
Center boosts student 
engagement and provides 
powerful, standards-based 
curriculum with access to rigorous 
content, relevant primary sources, 
and engaging videos.  Social 
studies content comes alive as 
students interact with content 
differentiated to their reading 
level.  Students also have the 
ability to take notes, submit 
assignments all online, and 
collaborate with teachers and 
other students about relevant 
social studies topics with online 
discussion boards. 

8. identify, evaluate, and apply appropriate technology tools for a 
variety of purposes; 

       

Each chapter begins and ends 
with an overarching Essential 
Question(s) that encourages 
student inquiry during the study of 
chapter content. Students 
examine the roles of geography, 
government, economic choices, 
citizenship, culture, social 
change, and individual and 
community rights, for example, as 

9. engage in self-directed and/or independent inquiry        



they pertain subject being 
studied. Research activities and 
an abundant primary and 
secondary source library give 
students the tools they need to 
engage in self-directed inquiry.  
The online collaboration tool 
provides opportunities for students 
to participate in online discussions 
or collaborate with other students 
on projects. The Teacher’s Edition 
provides many activities for small 
group work and think-pair-share 
activities. In addition, the Hands-on 
Chapter Projects may be completed 
in small group settings, allowing 
students opportunities to work 
collaboratively. Simulations in the 
high school programs require 
students to work together to 
complete the activity. 

10. Provide a variety of structures for working collaboratively; and        

Hands-On Projects and 
Technology Extensions are 
cumulative chapter projects that 
vary in approach but provide 
students an opportunity to extend 
their comprehension with 
meaningful activities. Students 
are encouraged to take different 
roles in the execution of the 
projects allowing them to take 
turns managing the project and 
practicing time management skills 
to meet the due date provided by 
the teacher. 

11. practice time-management and project management skills for 
problem based learning and group projects. 

       

  
B. Developmentally Appropriate Instructional Resources and Strategies 

 
For student proficiency in content standards: 

 
The course was designed for 
grade-level reading which is Lexile 

 
12. Content is structured to ensure all students meet grade‐specific 

expectations as they develop content knowledge and literacy skills 
       



measured, and includes all of the 
core learning content. The content 
aligns to college and career 
readiness expectations. 
 
The comprehensive Lesson Plans 
included in the Teacher Edition 
and in the Teacher Lesson 
Center provide a variety of 
teaching suggestions that 
teachers may use for different 
learning styles and needs.  The 
Teacher Edition includes 
hundreds of suggestions to 
differentiate instruction, all at 
point-of-use through the lesson.   
 
The chapter interleaf provides a 
“letters and brackets” key, which 
identifies skill-based strategies 
used throughout the lesson, 
including activities that are 
content focused and literacy 
focused.  Suggested outside 
reading lists include different 
reading levels to accommodate 
different learners. Intervention 
and Remediation strategies are 
found at the beginning of every 
chapter. 
 
There are activities to meet all 
learning styles. Lesson videos, 
visual literacy activities, and a 
wealth of online multimedia 
experiences, which include 
interactive timelines, interactive 
photos and interactive maps, 
meet the needs of visual-spatial 
learners, auditory learners, 
interpersonal learners, linguistic 
learners, and logical-
mathematical learners. 

aligned to college and career readiness expectations. 



 
The below level reader included 
with the Online Student Edition in 
the Student Learning Center 
provides students with 
comprehensive chapter content 
written below grade level. 
Teachers have the option of 
assigning the Below Level 
Reader to students who need the 
extra reading help. 
 
Within the student edition, 
reinforcement is provided in 
several ways. Each lesson 
includes a Taking Notes activity 
that uses a graphic organizer to 
reinforce student understanding. 
Each topic ends with a Progress 
Check question to reinforce 
student comprehension.  
 
In addition, key academic and 
content vocabulary terms are 
called out in the narrative and 
carefully defined to reinforce 
student retention of the new 
vocabulary. Content knowledge is 
further reinforced in the lesson 
reviews with questions that focus 
on answering the guiding 
questions.  
 
Social studies skills are reinforced 
through critical thinking questions 
that accompany all images, 
maps, charts, graphs and special 
features. The chapter 
assessment further reinforces 
skills with several 21st century 
skills activities, document-based 
questions, and extended 
response questions.  

13. Instructional resource includes suggestions for appropriate scaffolding, 
emphasizes the importance of vocabulary acquisition and application, 
provides opportunities to engage in high interest, age‐appropriate 
activities that mirror real‐life situations, and make cross‐curricular, 
global connections.   

       



 
The McGraw-Hill Education 
current events web site—btw—
includes a variety of articles with 
accompanying questions and 
activities to help students make 
connections in the context of high 
interest, age‐appropriate current 
event news stories in order to 
better understand real‐life 
situations and make cross‐
curricular and global connections.   
  
 
Assessing Background 
Knowledge activities help 
students link prior knowledge to 
new information they will learn in 
the chapter. 
 
Activating prior knowledge is 
taken into consideration by the 
narrative text.  Connections 
between what students know and 
think about are made with the text 
and questions and activities that 
ask students to consider what 
they learned in earlier chapters. 

14. Instructional material provides opportunities for students to link prior 
knowledge to new information to construct their own viable mental 
maps and deepen understanding of the connections to the social 
sciences. 

       

Abundant maps, tables, graphs, 
charts, diagrams, and other 
media are used to teach history, 
geography, civics, and 
economics skills in the Student 
Edition. All also appear, often 
with significant interactivity, in the 
Student Learning Center. 

 

15. Students are provided with opportunities to analyze and infer 
relationships with maps, tables, charts, graphs, globes, media, and 
technology sources to acquire and apply new information (e.g., 
global information systems). 

       

 
Time lines in the Student Edition 
and the Student Learning Center 
provide opportunities for students 

16. Instructional materials offers opportunities for students to sequence 
economic, societal, cultural, and political influences, movements, and 
events in chronological order.  (eg. cultural movements such as the 

       



to sequence events in 
chronological order. Taking Notes 
graphic organizer time lines, 
questions in the Lesson Review 
and questions and activities in 
the Chapter Assessment also 
provide opportunities for students 
to take what they have learned in 
the Student Edition narrative and 
demonstrate that they are able to 
place key influences, 
movements, and events in 
chronological order. 

counter-culture movement, a societal movement over time such as 
the women's suffrage movement, or tracing the history of free-market 
capitalism, or the events of American Revolution)  

 
In the Student Edition text, 
students are exposed to 
important themes in the study of 
history, geography, civics, and 
economics. These themes are 
investigated at different points in 
the scope and sequence of the 
learning. Activities and 
assessment questions have 
students make connections 
between different historical time 
periods and “then and now.” 
Activities and questions in the 
Chapter Assessment ask 
students to use problem solving 
approaches in response to 
complex issues. Additional 
activities are provided in the 
Teacher Edition. 

 
17. Instructional materials provides opportunities for students to 

investigate issues that are interconnected thematically or 
chronologically (e.g., colonialism, poverty, human rights, 
environment, energy, safety, immigration, conflict) to solve complex 
problems suggesting the possibility of multiple solutions.  

       

The program was built using the 
principles of Understanding by 
Design®—an approach to 
backward design developed by 
Jay McTighe and Grant Wiggins. 
Each chapter planner in the 
Teacher Edition sets out the 
Enduring Understanding that will 
be achieved with mastery of the 

18. Instructional resources include guiding questions and essential 
questions to aid students' development of social awareness and a 
deeper understanding of the social sciences. 

       



chapter content. Teachers are 
also provided with a 
comprehensive list of objectives, 
entitled “Students Will Know” and 
a list of skills entitled “Students 
Will Be Able To” for the chapter. 
To reach the Enduring 
Understanding, each chapter in 
the student edition begins with 
one or more Essential Questions. 
Each lesson is broken into a 
series of topics. Each topic 
includes a Guiding Question. As 
students master the content and 
are able to answer the Guiding 
Questions, their ability to respond 
and reflect on the Essential 
Questions increases. As students 
achieve the ability to answer the 
Essential Questions, they 
achieve the Enduring 
Understanding. The lesson 
reviews and the chapter 
assessments are aligned with 
the objectives. Each lesson 
review and chapter assessment 
includes questions that ask 
students to answer the Guiding 
Question. Each chapter activities 
page includes an activity that 
explores the Essential Question 
and in the Teacher’s Edition, 
teachers are provided with 
activities to wrap-up the chapter, 
including a review of the 
chapter’s Enduring 
Understanding.  Each lesson 
review contains a writing prompt 
that broadens students’ 
knowledge of the social sciences, 
as do the DBQ questions in the 
Chapter Assessment 



Intervention and remediation 
strategies are found at the 
beginning of every chapter. 
Specific activities for English 
Language Learners (ELL), 
Approaching Level (AL), and 
Beyond Level (BL) are included 
in the print and digital lesson 
plans. These activities are 
identified by small AL, BL, and 
ELL icons. Specific reading 
strategies are designed to assist 
English Learners and students 
who struggle with reading. 

19. Provide resources for intervention, enrichment, and to allow for 
personalized learning.         

 
McGraw-Hill Education’s current 
events website btw offers 
engaging, up-to-date, student-
centric coverage of current 
events in the United States and 
around the globe. Election 
Central, McGraw-Hill’s civics and 
election website provides 
information on local, state, and 
national elections and current 
political issues.  
 

20. Materials provide a real-time electronic resource which students can 
access for updates on regional, state, national and global 
information. 

       

  
C. Career Development/Life Planning/Global Citizenship 
For student proficiency in content standards, the instructional materials will provide students with the opportunity to: 

 
McGraw-Hill Education’s current 
events website btw contains 
stories and information on 
different careers and career paths 
for students to explore. From the 
Home menu, select Careers for a 
range of articles and 
accompanying activities. The 
Understanding Economics 
program Student Edition includes 
featured careers in each chapter. 

21. Develop Career Awareness 
        



 

McGraw-Hill Education’s current 
events website btw contains 
stories and information on 
different careers and career paths 
for students to explore. From the 
Home menu, select Careers for a 
range of articles and 
accompanying activities. Features 
such as “Why Geography 
Matters,” “Geo @ Work,” and 
“Connecting Geography to. . .” all 
serve to situate geography in the 
context of real-world application 
and career.  
 

22. Explore Career and Life Plans        

          McGraw-Hill School Education is 
committed to publishing 
pedagogically sound, high-quality, 
educational material that is fair, 
unbiased, and that recognizes the 
unique contributions of people of 
all races, cultures, and faiths. 
Students are presented with 
information that represents diverse 
perspectives and promotes critical 
thinking. Primary sources provide 
a variety of perspectives on the 
same topic. 

23. Acquire a Diverse and Knowledgeable World View.        

 
In McGraw-Hill Education 
networks programs students learn 
about social justice movements in 
the United States and around the 
world. Questions in the Student 
Edition and activities in the 
Teacher’s Edition have students 
make connections to the social 
justice movements presented in 
the text and current issues in their 
communities. McGraw-Hill 
Education’s current events 

24. Promote Social Justice 
        



website btw includes articles 
about social justice issues and 
accompanying questions and 
activities. 
 
 
McGraw-Hill Education’s election 
and civics website Election 
Central includes articles and 
information on citizenship skills 
and leadership skills in the 
Citizenship in Action section. 
Students learn about historic and 
modern leaders as both role 
models and examples or 
irresponsible leadership. In 
addition, students have 
opportunities to model 
responsible leadership by taking 
leadership roles on small group 
projects.  

25. Promote Responsible Leadership 
        

McGraw-Hill Education’s Online 
Student Center includes 
supplementary materials on 
personal financial literacy that 
promote financial responsibility. 
McGraw-Hill’s website Election 
Central includes a section on 
Citizenship in Action. Here 
students learn about the financial 
aspects of good citizenship such 
as obeying the law and paying 
taxes. 

26. Promote Financial Responsibility 
        

  
D. Assessment  

 
McGraw-Hill networks™ includes 
a variety 
of purposeful assessment 
instruments to support instruction 
and assess student mastery of 
the content. Both formative and 
summative options are available 

 
27. To ensure a balanced assessment,  the instructional material will provide 

tools for a balanced approach to assessment including both formative and 
summative assessments in multiple formats (e.g.,  rubrics, document 
based questions (DBQs), performance-based measures, open-ended 
questioning, portfolio evaluation, and multimedia simulations) that not only 
guide instruction but also identify student mastery of content.   

       



in print and online. Assessments 
include a variety of question types 
such as selected response, short 
answer, essay, oral, and 
research-based projects to check 
for mastery of student content. 

Formative and authentic 
assessments are referenced in 
the Understanding by Design® 
lesson plan in the Teacher 
Edition, and found in the Teacher 
Lesson Center online and include 
Hands-on Chapter Projects, 
Simulations, and DBQs. 
  
Summative assessments include 
Lesson Quizzes provides daily 
and on-going assessment. 
Chapter Tests are available as 
Traditional (multiple choice, 
true/false, short answer, 
matching, etc.)  

Rubrics for evaluating chapter 
hands-on projects are provided 
online. In addition, a bank of 
Rubrics that can be used for a 
variety of authentic assessments 
are found in the Teacher 
Resource Library’s assessment 
tab. 

 E. Organization, Presentation and Format 

 The online Student Resource 
Library provides a variety of 
materials that are tightly aligned 
to the content in each program.  
 
The online Student Lesson 
Center includes videos, 
interactive graphs, maps, charts, 

28. Information is organized logically and presented clearly using multiple 
methods and modes for delivering instruction that motivate and increase 
literacy as students engage in high interest, authentic activities. 

 

       



graphic organizers, audio and 
much more. Students can take 
notes, highlight, and save and 
submit assignments online.  In 
addition, there are Hands-On 
Projects with Technology 
Extensions that include 
simulations, real-life situations, 
and other experiential activities.  
The Technology Extensions 
incorporate the use of avatars, 
blogs, wikis, Google 
spreadsheets, and other 
applications that appeal to 
students used to working in a 
digital environment.  
 
The Student Edition art and 
graphics program provides 
uncluttered easy-to-read designs 
to enhance student 
understanding of key social 
studies content. These graphics, 
usually accompanied by 
questions that assess student 
understanding of the visuals, 
include photographs, art, maps, 
graphs, and charts. 
 
The print and online Teacher 
Editions provide step-by-step 
lesson plans for each chapter and 
lesson of the programs. Lesson 
Plans include interactive 
whiteboard activities, slide shows, 
lecture slides, videos, interactive 
maps, and other projectable 
resources to engage students.  
 

          McGraw-Hill networks: A Social 
Studies Learning System is a 
highly interactive series for 

29. The use of media enhances instruction and learning. 

 
       



teaching core curriculum and 
electives for grades 6-12 through 
interactive online teacher and 
student centers. Media such as 
videos, interactive maps, 
interactive photographs, images, 
charts, graphs, political cartoons, 
games, and graphic organizers 
enhance instruction and extend 
student learning.  

          The complete digital programs for 
students and teachers are 
accessible online through 
ConnectED. 

30. The instructional resource includes a digital file of the student and teacher 
edition, accessible via the internet or an electronic storage device (e.g. USB 
drive, CD, DVD, etc.). 

 

       

 
 
 

SPECIFIC EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 

2019-2025 
Group I – Social Studies 

Geography 
 
The following four areas of social studies form the majority of the high school courses that are not content specific (e.g. geography and economics): 
 
Civics 
Civics addresses both citizenship and political systems. Citizenship education prepares students to be informed, active and effective citizens who accept their 
responsibilities, understand their privileges and rights and participate actively in society and government. To be successful participants in society, students must 
understand how to build social capital (a network of social relationships) that encourages reciprocity and trust, two characteristics of civic virtue and good 
citizenship. Students must be able to research issues, form reasoned opinions, support their positions and engage in the political process. Students exercise 
tolerance and empathy, respect the rights of others, and share a concern for the common good while acting responsibly with the interests of the larger community 
in mind. Students must learn and practice intellectual and participatory skills essential for an involved citizenry. To develop these skills, the curriculum must extend 
beyond the school to include experiences in the workplace and service in the community. While studying political systems, students develop global awareness and 
study the foundations of various world governments and the strategies they employ to achieve their goals. With respect to the United States, students learn the 
underlying principles of representative democracy, the constitutional separation of powers and the rule of law. Students learn the origins and meaning of the 
principles, ideals and core democratic values expressed in the foundational documents of the United States. Students recognize the need for authority, 
government and the rights and responsibilities of citizens. 
 
Economics 



Economics analyzes the production, allocation, distribution and use of resources. The economic principles include an understanding of scarcity and choice, 
productivity, markets and prices, supply and demand, competition, role of government, international trade factors and consumer decisions in a global economy. 
Understanding economic principles, whole economies and the interactions between different types of economies helps students comprehend the exchange of 
information, capital and products across the globe. Learners investigate economic principles and their application to historical situations. Learners will work 
cooperatively and individually to analyze how basic economic principles affect their daily lives. Students become financially responsible by examining the 
consequences of and practicing personal financial decision-making.  
 
Geography 
Geography encompasses physical and human systems and the interactions between them on local and global scales. People interact with the natural world in 
culturally distinct ways to produce unique places, which change over time. New technologies and perspectives of geography provide students with an 
understanding of the world, and the ability to evaluate information in spatial terms. The geography standards stress the world in which we live and the role of the 
U.S. in the global community. Students use geographic perspectives and technology to interpret culture, environment and the connection between them. Students 
collaborate with one another and work individually using geographic skills and tools to ask geographic questions based on the five themes of geography (location, 
place, human-environmental interaction, movement and regions). They acquire the necessary information, organize and analyze the information and respond to 
those geographic questions. Students examine the varying ways in which people interact with their environments and appreciate the diversity and similarities of 
cultures and places created by those interactions.  
 
History 
History organizes events and phenomena in terms of when they occurred and examines where, how and why they took place. Students study how individuals and 
societies have changed and interacted over time. They organize events through chronologies and evaluate cause-and-effect relationships among them. Students 
analyze how individuals, groups and nations have shaped cultural heritages. They gather historical data, examine, analyze and interpret this data, and present 
their results in a clear, critical manner. Students study origins and evolutions of culture hearths, settlements, civilizations, states, nations, nation-states, 
governments and economic developments. Through history, students understand the identity and origins of their families, communities, state and nation. Through 
history, students recognize the influence of world events on the development of the United States and they evaluate the influence of the United States on the 
world. Understanding the past helps students prepare for today and the events of the future.  
 
 
College- and Career-Readiness Indicators for Social Studies 
 
The grades K-12 standards on the following pages define what students should know, understand, and be able to do by the end of each grade band. 
They correspond to the College- and Career-Readiness Indicators for Social Studies by grade band (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12). The College- and Career-
Readiness Indicators and grade-specific standards are necessary complements – the former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional 
specificity – that together define the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate. 
 
Integration of Literacy in Social Studies 
Literacy strategies and skills are applied as students acquire information and communicate their learning and understanding of social studies. Integration of literacy 
in social studies is critical for student success. It is essential that literacy strategy and skill instruction be purposefully and appropriately planned and embedded 
within social studies instruction. 
 

 
Geography 
The power and beauty of geography allows all students to see, understand and appreciate the web of relationships between people, places and 



environments. Geography provides knowledge of Earth’s physical and human systems and of the interdependency of living things and physical 
environments. This geography course is based on the six essential elements and five themes of geography stressing the contemporary world and the 
role of the U.S. in the global community. Students will use geographic perspectives and technology to interpret culture, environment and the 
connection between them. Students will use the geographic skills of asking geographic questions, acquiring geographic information, organizing 
geographic information, analyzing geographic information and answering geographic questions. 
 
 

(Vendor/Publisher) 
COMPLETE CORRELATION OF 

SPECIFIC LOCATION OF 
CONTENT WITHIN PRODUCT 

 
IMR Committee Responses 

 
 

I=In-depth 
 

 
A=Adequate 

 

 
M=Minimal 

 

 
N=Nonexistent 

 
I  A  M  N 

  
Geography 

 
Student Edition: 
14-25, 26-34 
Assessment 35 #9-12, 290 #17- 
19, 332 #17-19, 384 #10-12 
Critical Thinking 177, 403 
Geography Connection 29, 80,  
188, 306 
Teacher Edition: 
C 171; CR 298; HO 312; OTO  
176, 314, 322; R 76, 360; T 316;  
V 12, 79, 111, 169, 184; V2 314;  
W 20 

1. Interpret, use and construct maps, globes and other geographic tools 
to locate and derive information about personal directions, people, 
places and environments (The World in Spatial Terms).  

       

Student Edition: 
78-81, 82-86, 102-106, 120-124,  
128-131, 180-186 
Assessment 108 #26-28, 163 #14, 
164 #20 
Case Study 92-93 
Lesson Review 155 #7, 179 #5-6 
Why Geography Matters 118-119 
Teacher Edition: 
C 118, 166, 171, 180; OTO 120,  
185; T 119; V2 185; W 128 

2. Describe the physical and human characteristics of place and explain 
how the lives of people are rooted in places and regions (Places and 
Regions). 

       

Student Edition: 
44-50, 51-54, 64-68, 69-72, 704,  

3. Describe and explain the physical processes that shape the earth’s 
surface and create, sustain and modify the cultural and natural        



706-707, 755-758, 764-765 
Assessment 56 #21, 74 #16-17,  
771 #1-2 
Global Connections 100-101, 708- 
709 
Lesson Review 707 #3, 758 #5-6,  
765 #4-6 
Why Geography Matters 38-39,  
58-59, 248-249, 628-629 
Teacher Edition: 
C 50, 754, 758; C1 49; OTO 46- 
47; R 755; R1 48; R2 48 

environment (Physical Systems). 

Student Edition: 
106, 135-138, 189-190, 234-235,  
261-264 
Global Connections 230-231, 788- 
789 
Why Geography Matters 58-59,  
118-119, 174-175, 194-195, 292- 
293, 482-483 
Teacher Edition: 
C 106, 235, 262; CBK 195; OTO  
188, 261, 262; R 263; T 136; V  
137, 188, 262; W 188 

4. Identify, explain and analyze how the earth is shaped by the 
movement of people and their activities (Human Systems). 

       

Student Edition: 
301-302, 303-304, 305-308, 399,  
401, 404-405, 468-469 
Case Study 92-93, 206-207, 518- 
519 
Why Geography Matters 58-59,  
118-119, 174-175, 268-269, 504- 
505, 650-651 
Teacher Edition: 
C 307, 404, 468; OTO 468; R 306; 
T 308, 470; V 363, 405; W 469 

5. Analyze the interaction of society with the environment (Environment 
and Society). 

       

Student Edition: 
14-25, 26-34 
Assessment 35 #15, 36 #16-19 
Connecting Geography to… 91,  
189, 301, 427, 448, 660, 706 
Teacher Edition: 
C 30, 34; C1 27, 28, 31; C2 26,  
27, 28; HO 12; OTO 22; T 23, 34;  

6. Explain geographic perspective and the tools and techniques 
available for geographic study (Uses of Geography). 

       



V 33 

Student Edition: 
352-353, 513, 516 
Case Study 92-93, 132-133, 206- 
207, 422-423 
Global Connections 708-709 
Why Geography Matters 58-59,  
312-313, 388-389, 452-453, 482- 
483, 574-575 
Teacher Edition: 
CR 709; T 574; V 277, 352 

7. Analyze the world and account for consequences of 
human/environment interactions depicting the geographic implications 
of world events (e.g. catastrophic environmental and climatic events, 
wars and conflicts, ethnic cleansing and genocide).  

        

Student Edition: 
42-43, 44-50, 51-54, 60-63, 64-68, 
69-72, 120-124, 144-148 
Assessment 55 #6, 56 #21 
Global Connections 100-101, 708- 
709 
Why Geography Matters 248-249,  
366-367, 628-629 
Teacher Edition: 
C 42, 122; C2 45, 49; OTO 120; R  
121; T 45 

8. Explain components of the Earth’s physical systems and their 
interrelationships (e.g. landforms, bodies of water, atmosphere and 
geologic factors). 

       

Student Edition: 
46-50, 72, 81, 82-86, 127-128,  
135-138 
Case Study 132-133, 518-519 
Global Connections 230-231, 708- 
709, 788-789 
Why Geography Matters 38-39,  
58-59, 118-119, 216-217, 268-269 
Teacher Edition: 
C 50; C1 49; C2 82; OTO 48-49;  
R1 48; T 72, 81; W 47, 84 

9. Identify factors that contribute to human and physical changes in 
places and regions. 

       

Student Edition: 
RA10-RA30, 29-30, 89-90, 240- 
246, 255-260, 474-480, 489-495,  
744-750, 759-765 
Case Study 618-619, 810-811 
Why Geography Matters 216-217,  
312-313, 410-411, 482-483, 650- 
651 
Teacher Edition: 

10. Identify and define the world’s physical and cultural regions, including 
political and historical characteristics, and their interdependence in 
regard to trade, services, migration and cultural values.  

       



C 474, 745, 762; OTO 240, 492; R  
753; T 90, 257, 259; V 240, 490;  
W 28, 90, 475 
Student Edition: 
82-86, 128-129, 301-302, 374- 
375, 538-539, 783-784 
Why Geography Matters 76-77,  
118-119, 268-269, 334-335, 432- 
433, 574-575, 604-605 
Teacher Edition: 
C 83, 538; CBK 83; C2 82; OTO  
128-129, 538, 784; R 83; T 374; V 
84; W 84 

11. Analyze populations with regard to life expectancy, infant mortality 
rates, population pyramids, migration, birth and death rates. 

       

Student Edition: 
106, 276-277, 492-493, 615, 621- 
623, 636 
Critical Thinking 613 
Geography Connection 185 
Why Geography Matters 118-119,  
216-217, 268-269, 292-293, 432- 
433, 774-775 
Teacher Edition: 
C 277; CR 106; OTO 185, 622; V2 
492; W 151 

12. Evaluate the impact of migration on physical and human systems 
(e.g., demand for housing, schools, water supply, sewer systems, 
welfare systems, political systems and food production). 

 

       

Student Edition: 
128-129, 182-183, 187-189, 322- 
323, 614-615, 688 
Case Study 206-207, 692-693 
Why Geography Matters 174-175,  
216-217, 268-269 
Teacher Edition: 
C 322, 614; OTO 183, 217, 688; R 
323, 712; T 183 

13. Analyze growth, decline, and development of cities over time.  
 
 
 
        

Student Edition: 
98-99, 106, 280-281, 421, 496- 
500 
Case Study 132-133, 282-283,  
810-811 
Global Connections 100-101, 230- 
231, 348-349 
Why Geography Matters 142-143,  
174-175, 292-293, 504-505, 678- 
679 

14. Compare and contrast the impact of competition for limited resources 
on an interdependent global economy (e.g. distribution, sustainability, 
conflict and resolution). 

       



Teacher Edition: 
C 421, 678; C2 281; R 174 
Student Edition: 
90-91, 127, 187-190, 232-234,  
352-353, 496-497 
Case Study 92-93 
Global Connections 230-231, 378- 
379 
Why Geography Matters 38-39,  
58-59, 174-175, 312-313, 388- 
389, 528-529, 628-629 
Teacher Edition: 
C 91; CBK 188; MC 352; OTO  
127, 188-189, 232-233, 352-353, 
496-497; T 233; V 188 

15. Examine global social and political factors and their implications (e.g., 
climate change, endangered species, terrorism, air pollution, habitat 
destruction, floods and universal human rights). 

       

Student Edition: 
78-81, 149-153, 395-400, 586,  
634-635, 637-638 
Case Study 92-93, 422-423, 618- 
619 
Why Geography Matters 142-143,  
312-313, 388-389, 410-411, 432- 
433, 482-483, 552-553 
Teacher Edition: 
C 93, 150, 395, 396; CBK 634;  
OTO 78-79, 149, 395, 634; R 78;  
T 150; V 150 

16. Analyze ethnicity, nationalism and religion on regional cultures in a 
global society (e.g. major world religions, various ethnic groups and 
rigidity of societal norms). 

 

       

Student Edition: 
125, 127, 372-373, 416-417 
Assessment 35 #15, 36 #24-25,  
139 #4-5, 386 #17 
Case Study 132-133, 206-207 
Global Connections 100-101, 542- 
543, 708-709 
Why Geography Matters 118-119, 
142-143, 194-195, 248-249, 312- 
313, 366-367, 452-453, 628-629,  
650-651 
Teacher Edition: 
C 373; C1 416; C2 416; OTO 126;  
T 119; V 125, 375 

17. Analyze the influence of geographical features on the evolution of 
significant historic events and movements. 

       

Student Edition: 
34, 81, 127, 131, 137-138, 205,  

18. Analyze the impact of technology or its lack on environments and 
societies over time.        



276, 695-696, 715 
Assessment 140 #22-23 
Case Study 92-93, 518-519 
Critical Thinking 354, 381, 383, 
590 
Why Geography Matters 38-39,  
76-77, 268-269 
Teacher Edition: 
C 205, 695; OTO 136-137; R 127,  
131, 138, 381; T 81; V 136 

 

Student Edition: 
460-463, 496-500, 731-732, 735- 
736 
Why Geography Matters 452-453,  
650-651 
Teacher Edition: 
C 460, 462; C1 731; OTO 497; R  
453; T 461; V 452; V1 462 

19. Analyze connections between physical geography and isolation from 
the world community which result in cultural and political instability 
(e.g., Afghanistan, rural areas throughout the world, drought stricken 
areas of Africa, North Korea, China and Iran).        

Student Edition: 
302, 397-399, 418 
Case Study 618-619 
Why Geography Matters 388-389, 
410-411, 774-775 
Teacher Edition: 
C 389; CBK 397; OTO 396-397,  
419; R 389; T 411; W 397 

20. Identify causes and draw conclusions about landless cultures (e.g., 
Kurds, Basques, and Palestinians). 

       

Student Edition: 
96-98, 280-281, 564-565 
Assessment 107 #11, #16, 265  
#10-12 
Case Study 206-207 
Critical Thinking 564 
Why Geography Matters 76-77,  
216-217, 432-433, 574-575, 628- 
629, 752-753 
Teacher Edition: 
C 83; C1 76, 98; C2 76; HO 628;  
OTO 83, 96, 101; R 628; T 97,  
753; V 97, 564 

21. Compare and contrast standards of living in poverty-stricken areas 
with advanced societies (e.g. basic needs, education, economic 
opportunities and technological advances). 

 
 
 

       

Student Edition: 
14-25, 26-34 
Assessment 36 #24-27, 108 #29,  
163 #10, 213 #5-10, 237 #10-13,  

22. Utilize various geographic information systems to gain insight into 
people and their place in the world.        



238 #24 
Teacher Edition: 
C 83, 93, 118, 183; CR 77; C2 98; 
HO 12, 76, 174, 216; OTO 77; T  
13, 85, 90, 97, 101, 115, 183, 190, 
206; W 12, 90 
  

Application 
 

Student Edition: 
lxxxiv-lxxxv, 31-32, 33-34 
Assessment 35 #15, 36 #23, 56  
#24, 73 #15, 107 #17 
Connecting Geography to… 66,  
91, 124, 189, 301, 660 
Teacher Edition: 
C 33; CR 34; C1 26; C2 26; HO  
38; OTO 32-33; T 189 

23. Career options: 
• Identify careers in geography. 
• Identify resources to help select geography programs for further 

study.        

Student Edition: 
lxxxiv-lxxxv 
Assessment 73 #15 
Teacher Edition: 
T 189 

24. Educational requirements: 
• Identify degree requirements for geographers and geography-related 

careers. 
• Identify resources to help select psychology programs for further 

study. 

       

Student Edition: 
lxxxiv-lxxxv, 26-28, 31-32, 33-34,  
78-79, 89-91 
Assessment 35 #15, 36 #23, 56  
#24, 73 #15, 107 #17 
Connecting Geography to… 66,  
91, 124, 189, 301, 660 
Why Geography Matters 38-39,  
58-59, 76-77, 118-119, 174-175 
Teacher Edition: 
C 33; CR 34; C1 26; C2 26; HO  
38; OTO 32-33; T 189 

25. Vocational applications of geography: 
• Discuss ways in which geography addresses domestic and global 

issues. 
• Identify careers in geography that have evolved as a result of 

domestic and global issues. 
       

 
 


