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Highland West Junior High School identified 271 on-level 
and advanced students in seventh grade to participate 
in a study for one semester. Half of the students 
were enrolled in classes using StudySync, a multimedia 
enhanced, core ELA solution, while the other half—
the comparison group—continued with their regular 
curriculum. 

Measuring Progress the Right Way
To properly measure and track student progress over 
the course of the semester, students received a district 
administered pretest and a posttest. Students in both 
groups were first tested early in the school year, prior to 
the implementation of the literacy programs, to establish 
a baseline. Near the end of the school year, after using 
either the StudySync or the alternate curriculum, students 
were tested again to measure progress.  

The Numbers Tell the Story
The comparison of student scores on the district’s 
pretests and posttests tell the story.  StudySync students 
received an average posttest score of 74.67, while the 
comparison group averaged 69.70 points, suggesting 
that StudySync students outperformed their peers by 
more than 7%.

The researchers also compared gain scores to determine 
whether students in the different conditions experienced 
different patterns of change in their test scores from 
pretest to posttest. A positive gain score means that 
students increased their performance from the beginning 
to the end of the school year, while a negative gain score 
indicates just the opposite: a decrease in performance.

In measuring the impact of StudySync on students’ gain 
scores, researchers found that those in the classes 
that used StudySync had higher gain scores than classes 
that did not use the program. Specifically, a student 
using StudySync who performed at the class average 
on the pretest increased her score by 1.87 points on 
the posttest. In contrast, a student who performed 
at average on the pretest and did not use StudySync 
experienced a decrease in her score by 3.10 points on 
the posttest.  

Furthermore, when closely reviewed, the beneficial 
impact of StudySync on students’ test scores did not vary 
by ethnicity, gender, free/reduced lunch status, primary 
home language, special education status, or even the 
teacher in the classroom.
 
Taken together, these results show that students who 
were in classes that used StudySync benefitted from the 
program. The StudySync students outperformed their 
contemporaries on the posttest and in gain scores.  
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Table 2. Mean gain scores, adjusted for pretest scores.

Table 1. Mean posttest scores, adjusted for pretest scores.




