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Turner Unified School District identified 904 on-
level students in 8th and 9th grade English classes 
to participate in a study for one school year. One 
third of the students in those classes were selected 
to use StudySync, a multimedia enhanced, core ELA 
curriculum solution, while the remaining students— 
the comparison group—used their regular curriculum. 
The student groups had nearly equal representation 
of gender, identified disabilities, and eligibility for free 
and reduced lunch; conversely, the StudySync test group 
had a larger representation of Hispanic students with 
limited English proficiency. 

Measuring Progress the Right Way
To properly measure and track progress throughout 
the year, students were assessed prior to program 
use, using the ACT Aspire exam, in November 2014 
in order to establish a baseline. The baseline revealed 
preexisting differences between the student groups, 
including limited English proficiency in the StudySync 
group.

Two additional assessments were administered in 
January/February 2015, and April 2015 to determine 
if students in classes that used StudySync performed 
differently from students enrolled in other English 
courses within the same school district.  

The Numbers Tell the Story
The comparison of student scores on the final ACT 
Aspire exam, administered in April 2015, tell the story. 
StudySync students outperformed students in other 
English classes on the final exam, with an average score 
of 425.0, compared to 424.1.

Additionally, students in classes that used StudySync 
performed significantly better on the reading portion 
of the ACT Aspire assessment than students in 
comparison classes.  The average score on the final 
reading assessment for students in StudySync classes 
is 419.4, nearly two points higher than the score for 
students in comparison classes.

While this difference seems small, it is enough to 
change a student’s ACT Readiness Level category on 
the reading assessment from “In Need of Support” 
to “Close” for both 8th and 9th graders (Interpretive 
Guide for ACT Aspire, 2015). Researchers attributed 
the increased reading performance to StudySync, and its 
focus on reading and critical thinking skills to develop 
comprehension.
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Figure 1. Adjusted mean scores on final English assessment by condition.

Figure 2. Adjusted mean scores on final reading assessment by condition. 




